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EPISTOLARY  CORRESPONDENCE. 


TO  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 

Londod,  Jan.  8,  1711-12< 
My  Lord, 

I  CANNOT  in  conscience  take  up  your  grace's  time 
with  an  empty  letter;  and  it  is  not  every  day  one 
can  furnish  what  will  be  worth  your  reading.  I  had 
all  your  grace's  packets;  and  I  humbly  thank  your 
grace  for  your  good  instructions  to  me,  which  I  shall 
observe  as  soon  as  ever  it  shall  please  God  to  put  me 
into  a  way  of  life  where  I  can  have  leisure  for  such 
speculations. 

In  above  twenty  years  that  I  have  known  some- 
thing of  courts  and  ministers,  I  never  saw  so  strange 
and  odd  a  complicated  disposition  of  affairs  as  what 
we  have  had  for  six  weeks  past.  The  facts  your 
grace  may  have  met  with  in  every  comipon  news- 
paper ;  but  the  springs  of  them  are  hardly  discover- 
able even  by  those  who  had  most  opportunity  of 
observing.  Neither  do  I  find  .those  who  should 
know  best,  agree  upon  the  matter.  There  is  a 
perpetual  trial  of  skill  between  those  who  -are  out 
and  those  who  are  in ;  and  the  former  are  generally 
more  industrious  at  watching  opportunities.     Last 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4  EPISTOLARY  CpBBESPONDBNC^. 

September,  at  Windsor,  the  Duke  of  Somerset,* 
who  had  not  been  at  cabinet  council  for  many 
months,  was  .advised  by  his  friends  of  the  late  mi- 
nistry to  appear  there,  but  the  rest  refused  to  sit 
with  him ;  and  the  council  was  put  off  until  ne3Ct 
day,  when  the  duke  went  ta  9,  borse-race.  This  Vfus 
declaring  open  war;  and  ever  since  both  he  and 
his  duchess  (who  is  in  great  favour)  have  been  using 
all  sorts  of  means  to  break  the  present  ministry. 
Mrs  Masham  was  absent  two  months  from  Windsor, 
with  lying  in  at  Kensington,  and  my  lord-treasurer 
six  weeks  by  indisposition.  ,  Some  time  before  the 
session,  the  duke  abovetniention^d  went  to  all  those 
lords,  who,  by  the  narrowness  of  their  fortunes,  have 
depended  on  the.  court,  and  engaged  them  to  vote 
against  the  ministry,    by  assuring    them   it    was 
the  queen's  pleasure.     He  is  said  to  have  added 
other  powerful  motives.     Bothmar*s  f  memorial  was 
published  ju5t  at  that  juncture,  as  Hoffman  the  em- 
peror's resident  had  sometime  before  printed  the 
French  king's  propositions.     It  is  confidently  af- 
firmed, by  those  who  should  know,  that  m6ney 
was  plentifully  scattered.     By  these  and  some  other 
accidents,  the  vote  was  carried  against  the  ministry ; 
and  every  body  of  either  party  understood  the  thing 
as  intended  directly  against  my  lord-treasurer's  head. 
The  house  of  lords  made  a  very  short  adjournment, 
and  were  prepjaring  som^  resolutions  and  addijesses 
of  the  most  dangerous  importance.     We  hid   a 
very  melan9holy  Christrtias,  and  the  most  fearless 


♦  Thift  happened  August  12,  1711.    See  Vol.  IL  p.  321. 
f  Baron  Bothmar,  envoy-extraordinary  from  the  Et^tor  of 
HaiioTer^  afterwards  King  George  I. 
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?  i' 

persdiw  were  shaken:  for  our  great  danger  lay 
where  I  cannot  tell  your  grace  at  this  distance. 
'^  The  thing  wished  for  was,  the  removal  of  the  Somer- 
set family ;  but  that  could  not  be  done,  ntrg^et  is.  ^ 
After  some  time,  the  queen  declared  herself  as  you 
l^avie  heard,  and  twelve  new  lords  were  created. 

My  Lord  Nottingham's  game  in  this  affair  has  been 
most  talked  off,  and  several  hard  things  said  of  him 
are  affirmed  to  be  true.     The  dissenting  ministers 
in  this  town  were  consulted  about  the  occasional  bill, 
and  agreed  to  it,  for  what  reasons  I  cannot  learn ; 
that  which  is  offered  not  satisfying  me,  that  they 
were  afraid  of  worse.     I  believe  they  expected  an 
entire  change  of  ministry  and  measures,  and  a  new 
parliament,  by  which  it  might  be  repealed,  and  have 
instead  some  law  to  their  advantage.    The  Duke  of 
Marlborough's  removal  t  has  passed  very  silently  : 
the  particular  reasons  for  it  I  must'  tell  your  grace 
some  other  time:  but  how  it  will  pass  abroad  I 
cannot  answer.     People  on   both  sides  conclude 
from  it,  that  the  peace  is  certain  ;  but  the  conclusion 
is  ill  drawn:  the  thing  would  have  been  done,  al- 
*   though  we  had  been  sure  of  continuing  the  war. 
We  are  terribly  afraid  of  Prince  Eugene's  coming, 
^   and  therefore  it  was  put  off  until  the  resolutions  were 
^  taken.     Before  he  came  out  of  his  yacht,  he  asked 
how  many  lords  were  made  ?    He  was  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  with  the  queen,  on  Sunday  about  seven  at 
night.    The  great  men  resolve  to  entertain  him  in 
their  turns;  and  we  suppose  it  will  all  end  in  a 
journey  of  pleasure.     We  are  so  confidently  told  of 


*  la  the  Journal  Swift  declares  more  familiarlf  a 
We  cttmot  be  stost, 
Till  8omenet*s  oat. 

+  Dec.  30,  )71U    See  Vol.  III.  p.  a, 
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the  Duke  of  Somerset's  being  out,  that  I  writ  so  to 
the  Dean  of  St  Patrick's.  A  man  of  quality  told  me 
he  had  it  from  my  lord-keeper,  whom  I  asked  next 
day,  ^.i^ifound  it  a  mistake  j  but  it  is  impossible  to 
fence  against  all  lies ;  however,  it  is  still  expected 
that  the  duke  will  be  out,  and  that  many  other 
removes  will  be  made.  Lord  Ranelagh*  died  on 
Sunday  morning:  he  was  very  poor  and  needy, 
and  could  hardly  support  himself  for  want  of  a 
pension,  which  used  to  be  paid  him,  and  which  his 
friends  solicited  as  a  thing  of  perfect  charity.  He 
died  bard,  as  the  term  of  art  here  is,  to  eitpress  the 
woeful  state  of  men  who  discover  no  religion  at  their 
death. 

The  town  talk  is  that  the  Duke  of  Ormond  will 
go  no  more  to  Ireland,  but  be  succeeded  by  the  Duke 
of  Shrewsbury,  who  is  a  very  great  and  excellent 
person;  and  I  will  hold  a  wager  that  your  grace  will 
be  an  admirer  of  his  duchess :  if  they  go,  I  will 
certainly  order  her  to  make  all  advances  to  you :  but 
this  is  only  a  general  report,  .of  which  they  know 
nothing  at  court,  although  I  think  it  not  altogether 
improbable, 

We  have  yet  heard  nothing  of  my  lord-privy  seal. 
Buys,  the  Dutch  envoy,  went  to  Holland,  I  think,- 
at  the  {Same  time.  Buys  is  a  great  pretender  to 
politics,  and  always  leaves  the  company  with  great 
^expressions  of  satisfaction  that  he  has  convinced 
them  all :  he  took  much  pains  to  persuade  me  out 
of  $om$  opinions;  and,  Jtlthough  all  he  said' did  but 


♦  Richard  Jones,  Baron  Jones  of  Navan,  and  Viscount  Rane. 
lagh,  created  Earl  of  Ranelagh,  Dec.  11,  1<577.  He  was  Tice- 
treasurer  of  Ireland,  constable  of  Athlone,  seTcral  years  pay- 
master of  the  army^  and  a  lord  of  the  priTy-council* 
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fix  me  deeper,  he  told  the  ministry  how  luccessftil 
he  had  been.  I  have  got  poor  ur  King,  *  Who 
was  some  time  in  Ireland,  to  be  Gazetteer,  which 
will  be  worth  i50\.  per  annum  to  him,  if  he  b^ 
diligent  and  sober,  t  for  which  I  am  engaged.  I 
mention  this,  because  I  think  he  was  under  your 
grace's  protection  when  he  was  in  Ireland. 

B^  what  i  gather  from  Mr  Southwell,  I  believe 
your  grace  stands  very  well  with  the  Duke  of  Or- 
mond ;  and  it  is  one  great  addition  to  my  esteem  for 
Mr  Southwell,  that  he  is  entirely  your  grace's  friend 
and  humble  servant,  delighting  to  do  you  justice 
upon  all  occasions. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
your  grace's  most  dutiful 
and  most  humble  servant. 


FROM  DR.SACHEVERELL.$ 

Southwark,  Jan.  31,  1711-13. 
Reverend  Sir, 
Since  you  have  been  pleased  to  undertake  the 
generous  office  of  soliciting  my  good  lord-treasurer's 


*  Dt  \f  illiam  King  of  the  Commoni ;  whose  MUoellaneons 
Writings,  in  verse  and  prose,  were  collected  in  three  Tolumes, 
small  Syo.  ITTG,  with  Biographical  Memoirs,  by  Mr  Nichols. 

+  Owing  to  a  deficiency  in  the  former  of  these  qualities,  and 
want  of  fortitude  to  undergo  the  necessary  drudgery,  King  soon 
lost  the^situation. 

X  SacbeTerell,  like  other  tools  of  party,  was  xather  neglected 
by  the  tbry  administration,  who  were,  perhaps,  ashamed  to  confeas 
how' much  they  were  indebted  to  his  ?ery  foolish  affair  for  their 
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favour  in  my  behalf,  I  should  be  very  ungrateful  if  I 
did  not  return  you  my  most  hearty  thanks  for  it,  and 
my  humblest  acknowledgments  to  his  lordship  for 
the  success  it  has  met  with. 

r  received,  last  Monday,  a  message  by  my  pupil, 
Mr  Lloyd  (representative  of  Shropshire),  from 
Mr  Harley,  by  his  lordship's  order,  to  inquire  what 
my  brother  was  qualified  for.  I  told  him,  having 
failed  in  his  trade,  he  had  been  out  of  busine^  for 
some  years,  during  which  time  I  had  entirely  niain- 
tained  him  and  his  family ;  that  his  education  hetd 
not  qualified  him  for  any  considerable  or  nice  post: 
but  that,  if  his  lordship  thought  him  kn  object  of 
his  favour,  1  entirely  submitted  him  to  his  dispos^, 
and  should  be  very  thankful  to  his  goodness  to  ease 
me  of  part  of  that  heavy  burden  of  my  family,  that 
required  more  than  my  poor  curjcumstances  could 
allow  of. 

I  am  informed  also,  that  I  am  very  much  indebted 
to  my  great  countryman^  Mr  Secretary  St  John, 
for  his  generous  recon^mendajion  of  this  matter  to 
his  lordship.  1  should  be  proud  of  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  my  gratitude  to  that ^ eminent  patriot, 
for  whom  no  one,  that  wishes  the  welfare  or  honour 
of  his  church  or  country,  can  have  too  great  a  ve- 
neration. 

But  for  yourself,  (gOod  doctor!)  who  was  the  first 
spring  to  move  it,  I  can  never^  sufficiently  acknow- 


SQCcess  oTCF  Godolphin,  and  unwilling  to  make  suchttn  acknow. 
ledgment,  by  extending  active  patronage  to  the  author  of  that 
disturbance.  Swift  seems  to  hare >f^t  the  impropriety  of  abso- 
lutely passing  over  a  man  whose  zeal  for  high  church  bad  been  so 
remarkable ;  and  solicited  the  treasurer  effeetuaily  in  his  behalf, 
as  appears  from  the  following  letter  pf  thanks^  and  from  the 
Journal,  Vok  II.  p.  31.  ^ 
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kdge  the  obligation.    I  should  be  glad,  if  you  will 
command  me,  in  any  time  or  place  to  do  it,  which 
will  be  a  farther  favour  conferred  on,  reverend  Sir,  ^ 
Your  mo6t  failhfuliservant, 

H. Sachbvkeell. 

P.  S.  I  am  told  there  is  a  place  in  the  custom-house 
void  called  the  searchers;  which,  if  proper  to  ask, 
]i..  would  not  presume ;  but  rather  leave  it  to  his 
lordship's  disposal. 


TO  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 

London,  March  39,  1713* 
My  Lord, 
I  (JArfNOT  ask  pardon  for  not  sooner  acknow^ 
ledging  your  grace's  letter,  because  that  would  look 
as  if  I  thought  mine  w^c  of  consequence.   Either  I 
grow  weary  of  politics,  or  am  out  of  the  way  of 
them,  or  there  is  less  stirring  than  usual ;  and  in- 
deed Vfe  are  all  in  suspense  at  present;  but  I  am 
told  that  in  ten  or  twelve  days  time,  we  shall  know 
what  the  issue  will  be  at  Utrecht.     I  can  only  tell 
your  grace,  that  there  are  some  unlucky  circum- 
stances, not  proper  to  be  trusted  to  a  letter,  which 
have  hitherto  retarded  this  ffreat  work;  MiAi  ludi- 
bria  rervm  mortalium  cunctis  in  negotiis  obversan^ 
titr.     Meantime  we  are  with  great  difficuhy  rais- 
ing Tunds  upon  which  to  borrow  five  millions.     One 
of  those  funds  is  a  tax  upon  paper,  and  I  think 
SO  per  cent:  upon  imported  books ;  and  of  such  a  na- 
ture as  1  could  not  yesterday  forbear  saying  to  my 
lord-treasurer  and  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
.  that  instead  of  preventing  small  papers  and  libels, 
ilwil&ieave  nothing  else  for  the  press.     1  haveiiot 
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talked  4;o  the  Duke  of  Argyll  upon  the  affains  o^ 
Spain,  since  his  return;  but  am  told  he  affirms  it 
impossible  for  u»  to  carry  on  the  war  there  by  our 
former  methods.  The  Duke  of  Ormond  is  expected 
to  go  in  two  or  three  days  for  Flanders.  And  what 
I  writ  to  your  grace  some  months  ago  of  the  Duke 
of  Shrewsbury  ijucceeding  to  govern  Ireland,  will, 
I  suppose,  be  soon  declared.  I  was  the  other  day 
to  see  the  dufchess,  and  reported  your  grace's  cpm- 
ptiments,  which  she  took  very  well ;  and  I  told  her 
I  was  resolved  your  grace  and  she  should  be  very 
good  acquaintance.  I  believe  the  spirit  of  your 
houghers  has  got  into  our  mohawks,  who  are  still 
very  troublesome,  and  every  night  cut  somebody  or 
other  over  the  face;  and  commit  a  hundred  insolent 
barbarities. 

There  ^as  never  the  least  design  of  any  impeach- 
ment against  the  Duke  of  Marlborough ;  and  it  was 
his  own  great  weakness,  or  the  folly  of  his  friends, 
that  the  thing  went  so  far  as  it  did.      * 

I  know  not  whether  it  is  that  people  have  talked 
themselves  hoarse,  but  for  some  weeks  pa^  jfe  have 
heard  less  of  the  pretender  than  formerly.  I^uppbse 
it  is,  like  a  fashion,  got  into  Ireland,  when  it  is  out 
here :  but,  in  my  conscience,  I  do  not  think  any  one 
person  in /the  court  or  ministry  here  designs  any 
m^re  to  bring  in  the  pretender,  than  the  great  Turk. 
I  hope  Mr  Harley,  who  is  now  on  his  journey  to 
Hanover,  will  give  that  court  a  truer  opinion  of  ptfer- 
sons  and  things  than  they  have  hitherto  conceived^ 
And,  if  your  grace  knew  the  instrument,  through 
which  these  false  opinions  have  been  infused,  you. 
would  allow  it  another  instance  of  the  Jjudibrium 
rerum  mortalium.'^     And  your  grace  cannot  but 

'.♦  Mods.  Roberthon,  the  valet  de  chambro  of  ihe  Ejector  Iftf 
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agree,  that  it  is  something  singulw  for  the  prince  jh 
possession  to  make  perpetual  advances,  and  the 
presumptire  heir  to  be  standing  off  and  suspicious. 
1  know  not  whether  yotU:  grace  has  considered 
the  position  that  my  lord-treasurer  is  visibly  in. 
The  late  ministry,  and  their  adherents,  confess 
themselves  fully  resolved  to  have  his  head,  whenever 
it  is  in  their  power ;  and  were  prepared,  upon  the 
beginning  of  the  sessions,  when  the  vote  was  carried  - 
against  any  peace  without  Spain,  to  move  that  he 
should  be  sent  to  the  Tower :  at  the  same  time,  his 
friends,  and  the  tories  in  general,  are  discontented  at 
his  slowness  in  the  changing  of  commissions  and 
employments,  to  which  the  weakness  of  the  court 
interest  in  the*house  of  lords  is  wholly  imputed: 
neither  do  1  find  that  those  in  the  greatest  stations, 
or  most  in  the  confidence  of  my  lord-treasurer,  are 
able  to  account  for  this  proceeding,  or  seem  satisfied 
with  it.  I  have  endeavoured  to  solve  this  difficulty 
another  way ;  and  I  fancy  I  am  in  the  right,  from 
words  I  have  heard  let  fall :  but,  whatever  be  the 
cause,  jhe  consequences  may  be  dangerous. 

The  queen  is  in  very  good  health,  but  does  not 
use  so  much  exercise  as  she  ought.  Pray  God  pre- 
serve her  many  years ! 

A  projector  has  lately  applied  to  me  to  recommend 
him  to  the  ministry  about  an  invention  for  finding 
out  the  longitude.  He  has  given  in  a  petition  to 
the  queen  by  Mr  Secretary  St  John.  I  understand 
nothing  of  the  mathematics ;  but  I  am  told  it  is  a 
thing  as  improbable  as  the  philosopher's  stone,  or 
perpetual  motion. 

I  lately  writ  a  letter  of  about  thirty  pages  to  lord- 


jblanoter,  was  said  to  have  considerable  influence  in  pre]H4icij)g 
hii  mastef  against  Oxford's  administration. 
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itrsasnner,  by  way  of  .{uroposal  for  ait  academy,  to 
correet,  enlarge,  and  ascertain  tlie  £ngMsh  language. 
And  he.and  I  haveiiaraed  above  twenty  persons  of 
both  parties  to  be  members.  I  will  shortly  print 
the  letter,  and  I  hope  something  will  come  of  it* 
Your  grace  sees  I  am  a  projector  too. 
/  I  ain>  with  great  respect,  my  Lord,* 

your  grace*s  most  datilul 

an^  most  humble  servmit, 

.     .  Jon.  S^nPTv 


TO  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 

■  ■     I 

*  London,  May  20,  1712. 

My  Lord, 
When  I  had  the  honour  of  your  grace's  letter 
of  March  97,  I  was  lying  ill  of  a  cruel  disorder, 
which  still  pursues  me,  although  not  with  so  much 
violence ;  and  I  hope  your  grace  will  parden  me,  if 
you  find  my  letter  to  be  that  of  one  who  wfites  in 
pain.  You  see,  my -lord,  how  things  are  altered. 
THe  talk  of  a  new  governor  for  Ireland  is  dropped. 
The  secret  is,  that  the  Duke  of  Ormond  had  a  pro- 
mise of  a  pension  in  case  he  lost  his  government : 
but  my  lord-treasurer  is  so  excessively  thrifty,  that 
to  save  charges,  he  lets  the  duke  keep  it;  and 
besides,  there  are  some  other  circumstances,  not 
proper  for  a  letter,  which  have  great  weight  in  this 
matter.  I  count  upon  it,  that  whatever  governor 
goes  over  under  this  miiiistry,  a  new  parliament 
will  be  called.  Yet  I  was  told  that  the  Duke  of 
Shrijwsbtiry  was  pitched  on,  as  a  sort  of  medium 
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between)  %^c.  He  is  n  person  of  adtntrable'  qnalU' 
ties :  and  if  he^wef'e  somewhat  more  active,  aun  les$ 
timorous  in  biHiaeas,  no  man  would  be  thought  com- 
parable to  him.        •  '"> 

The  moderate  of  the  other  i^arly  seem  now  con- 
tent to  hs^ve  a  peace,  and  d^  our  talk  and  e^cpecta- 
tions  are  fuH  of  Jt :  butr  I:  protest  to  your  grace  I 
know  not  what  to  write  upon  this  sub^pct,  neither 
cou^  I  tell  what  to  sajr^if  I  had  the  honour  to  be 
with  you.     Upon,  Lord  Strafford's  f  coming  over, 
the  stocks  are  fiiUen,  although   I  expected,  and  I 
thought  with  reason,  that  they  would  rise.     There 
is  a  trade  between  some  here  and  some  in  Holland, 
of  secrets  and  lies :  and  there  are  some  among  us 
whose  posts  let  them  into  an  imperfect  knowledge 
of  things,  which  they  cannot  conceal.     This  mix- 
ture makes  up  the  town-talk,  governs  the  price  of 
stocks^  and  has  often  a  great  deal  of  truth  in  it :  be- 
sides, publia  affairs  have  often  so  many  sudden  turns 
andincid^i^,  that  even  those  behind  the  curtain" 
can.  hardly  pronounce  for  a  week.     lam  sensible 
that  I  have  often  deceived  your  grace  with  my  wise 
iimerki/9^S\.    Yet,  I  verily  think  that  my  inteHigenoe 
w^  veiy  right  at  the  moment  I  sent  it.     If  I  had 
writ  ^yoijr  grace  six  days  ago,  I  would  have  ven- 
tured to  have  given  you  hopes  that  a  peace  would 
soon  appear,  and  nipon  conditions  wholly  surprismg 
and  unexpected.     I  say  this  to  you  wholly  in  con- 
fidence; and  I  ittow  nothing  yet  to  change  my 
opinion,  except  the   desponding  talk  of  the  town, 
for  I  see  nothing  yet  in  the  countenances  of  the  mi- 


♦  Between  whig  and  tory  possibly. 

f  Hi9  lordship  was  one  of  the  plenipotentiaries  at  the  treaty 
f  Utrecht. 
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nisters.  It  seems  generally  agreed  that  th*  present 
dauphin  cannot  live,  and  upon  that  depend  many 
measuresto  be  taken.,*  This  afternoon  the  bill  for 
appointing  commissioners  to  inquire  into  the  grants, 
&c.  was  thrown  out  of  the  house  of  lords,  the  voices 
being  equal,  which  is*  a^great  disappointment  to  the 
court,  and  matter  of  triumph  to  the  other  party. 
But  it  may  possibly  be  of  the  worst  consequence 
to  the  grants;  next  sessioh,  when  it  is  probable  the 
ministry  will  be  better  settled,  and  able  to  procure 
a  majority.  I  am,  with  great  respect,  my  Lord, 
Your  grace*s  most  dutiful  • 
'    and  most  humble  servant, 

JoN.  Swift. 


TO  MRS  HILL.t 

July,  1712. 
Madam, 
I  WAS  commanded  some  days  ago  to  do  what  I 
had  long  a  mind  to,  but  avoided  because  I  would  not 
offend  your  prudence,  or  strain  your  eyes.  Put  niy 
Lord  Masham  assures  me  there  is  no  danger  of  either ; 
and  that  you  have  courage  enough  to  read  a  letter, 
though  it  comes  from  ajnan,  provided  it  be  one  of 


*  The  great  ifopediment  to  peace  was  the  probability  that 
France  and  Spain  rolght  fall  one  day  under  the  doipinion  of  the 
same  monarch,  a  danger  which  was  considerably  increased  by  the 
death  of  the  dauphin. 

+  The  wife  of  General  Hill,  and  sister-in-law  to  the  reigning 
fayourite,  Mrs  Mashadt,  now  Lady  Masham.  Her  husliand  was 
appoint  governor  of  Dunkilk,  when  it  was  ceded  to  the  Eng- 
lish. 
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no  consequeace,  which  hit^  lordship  would  insinuate 
to  be  my  case ;  but  I  hope  you  will  not  affront  me 
80  highly  as  to  understand  it  so.  There  is  not  a 
grain  of  news  in  this  town,  or  five  miles  about  it, 
worth  sending  you;  and  what  we  receive  from 
Windsor  is  full  i^  insignificant,  except  the  accounts 
of  the  queen's  health,  and  your  housekeeping.  We 
are  assured  that  you  keep  a  constant  table»  and  that 
your  guests  leave  you  with  full  stomachs  and  full 
pockets ;  that  Dr  Arbuthnot  sometimes  leaves  his 
beloved  green  cloth,  to  come  and  receive  your  chid- 
ings,  and  pick  up  your  money.  We  intend  shortly 
to  represent  your  case  to  my  lord-treasurer,  as  what 
deserves  commiseration :  but  we  hope  the  matter  is 
already  settled  between  his  lordship  and  you,  and 
that  you  are  instructed  to  be  thus  magnificent,  in 
order  to  carry  on  the  cause.  We  reckon  his  lord- 
ship's life  is  now  secure,  since  a  combination  of 
bandboxes  and  inkhorns,  the  engines  of  late  times, 
were  employed  in  vain  to  destroy  him.  *  He  will 
do  me  the  justice  to  tell  you,  that  I  never  fail  of 
toasting  you  under  the  name  of  "  the  governess  of 
Dunkirk,  *  and  that  you  have  the  honour  to  be  very 
pjarticularly  in  my  good  graces.  My  Lady  M asham 
still  continues  in  a  doubtful  state  of  neither  up  nor 
down  ^  and  one  of  her  servants  told  mine,  "  that 
they  did  not  expect  she  would  cry  out  this  fort- 
night." I  saw  yesterday  pur  brother  Hill,  f  who 
promises  to  be  more  thrifty  of  his  healthy  and  seems 


*  For  an  account  of  this  mysterious  business, .  wJiich  tlie 
wliigs  termed  in  derision  the  ^^  bandbox  plot,*'  see  Vol.  III. 
p.  118.  »• 

f  An  elder  brother  of  the  general.  He  was  placed  in  the 
custom-house  by  the  Dake  of  JMarliK>rougn,  and  got  promotion 
there. 
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to  have  a  pretty  good  stock  of  it.  I  hope  you  re- 
ceive no  visits  from  the  headache  and  the  spleen  : 
and  one  who  knows  your  constitution  Yery  well, 
advises  you  by  all  means,  against  sitting  in*  the 
dusk  at  your  window,  or  on  the  ground,  leaning  on 
your  hand,  or  at  see-^saw  in  youi^  chair,  I  am;, 
Madam,  &c.  '     - 


TO  GENERAL  HILL.*^ 

Windsor  Castle,  Aug.  12, 17 12.  ' 
Sib, 
With  great  difficulty  I  recovered  yOur  present 
of  the  finest  box  in  France  font  of  the  hands  of 
Mrs  Hill :  she  allowed  her  own  to  be  the  prettiest, 
but  then  mine  was  the  handsomest^  and  m  short, 
she  would  part  with  neither.  I  pleaded  my  brother- 
hood, and  got  my  Lord  and  Lady  Masham  to  inter- 
cede ;  and  at  last  she  threw  it  me  with  a  heavy 

*  This  gentleman  was  brother  to  Lady  Masham,  which  visa  in 
truth  his  only  pretext  to  f«?our ;  b^t  although  Queen  Aipe  ha|I 
been  fortmiate  enough  to  find  the  first  g^eral  o^  the  time  in  the 
husbai^  of  her  former  fayourite,  the  brother  of  t^e  D^i^ch^s.of 
Marlborough's  successor  ip  tbydl  farour  Iras  gtfted  with  a  Tery 
inferior  degree  of  military  knowledge.  He  wto  eooiployed  in  «a 
unsuccessful  expedition  against  Quebec,  and,  at  the  date  of  this 
lettet,  was  gOTemor  of  Dunkirk,  which  had  been  ceded  to  the 
British  in  security  of  the  preliminaries  of  peace.  From  this  place 
be  sent  Swift  the  snufl^box,  to  which  this  lively  letter  has  refers 
ence. 

f  This  snuff.box.  Swift  informed  Stella,  was  allowed  to  be 
the  finest  in  England,  though  it  cost  only  L.  %)•  The  Duchess 
of  Hamilton  made  him  a  pi^cket  to  wear  it  in«  See  Vol.  Ilf  • 
p.  105. 
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sigh :  but  now  it  is  in  my  possession,  I  wish  you 
had  sent  a  paper  of  directions  how  {  shall  keep  it. 
You  that  sit  at  your  ease,  and  have  nothing  to  do 
but  keep  Dunkirk,   never  consider  the  difficulties 
you   have  brought  upon  me:  twenty  ladies  have 
threatened  to  seize  or  surprise  my  box  ;  and  what 
are  twenty  thousand  French  or  Dutch  in  compari* 
son  of  those?     Mrs  Hill  says,  it  was  a  very  idle 
thing  in  you  to  send  such  a  present  to  a  man  who 
can  neither  punish  nor  reward  you,  since  Grub  Street 
is  no  more ;  for  the  parliament  has  killed  all  the 
Muses  of  Grub  Street,  who  yet,  in  their  last  mo- 
ments,  cried  out  nothing  but  Dunkirk.     My  lord* 
treasurer,  who  is  the  most  malicious  person  in  the 
world,  says,  you  ordered  a  goose  to  be  drawn  at  the 
bottom  of  my  box,  as  a  reflection  upon  the  clergy ; 
and  that  I  ought  to  resent  it.     But  I  am  not  angry 
at  all,  and  his  lordship  observes  by  halves  :  for  the 
goose  is  there  drawn  pecking  at  a  snail,  just  as  I  do 
at  him,  to  make  him  mend  his  pace  in  relation  to 
the  public,  although  it  be  hitherto  in  vain.     And 
besides,  Dr  Arbuthnot,  who  is  a  scholar,  says,  "  you 
meant  it  as  a  compliment  for  us  both  :  that  I  am  the 
goose  who  saved  the  Capitol  by  my  cackling :  and 
that  his  lordship  is  represented  by  the  snail ;  because 
he  preserves  his  country  by  delays."     But  my  Lord 
Masham  is  not  to  be  endured :  he  observed,  that 
in  the  picture  of  the  inside,    which  represents  a 
great  company  dancing,  there  stands  a  fool  with  a 
cap  and  bells ;  and  he  would  needs  understand  that 
figure  as  applied  to  me.     And  the  worst  of  it  was, 
that  I  happened  last  night  to  be  at  my  lady  Duchess 
of  Shrewsbury's  ball :  where,  looking  a  little  singu- 
lar among  so  many  fine  ladies  and  gentlemen,  his 
lordship  came  and  whispered  me  to  look  at  my  box; 
which  I  resented  so  highly,  that  I » went  away  in  a 

VOL.  XVI.  B 
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rage  without  staying  for  supper.     However,  consi- 
dering of  it  better,  after  a  night's  sleep,  I  find  all  this 
is  nothing-but  envy,  and  a  design  to  make  a  quarrel 
between  you  and  me :  but  it  shall  not  do  so  j  for  I 
hope  your  intentions  were  good,  however  malice 
may  misrepresent  them.     And  though  I  am  used 
ill  by  all  the  family,  who  win  my  money  and  laugh 
at  me ;  yet,  to  vex  them  more,  I  will  forgive  them 
for  your  sake  ;  and  as  soon  as  I  can  break  loose, 
will  come  to  Dunkirk  for  a  fortnight,  to  get  a  little 
ease  from  my  many  persecutions,  by  the  Harleys,  the 
Mashams,  and  the  Hills :  only  I  intend  to  change 
my  habit,  for  fear  Colonel  Killigrew  should  mistake 
me  for  a  chimney-sweeper. ,   In  the  mean  time,  I 
wish  you  all  success  in  your  government,  loyal 
French  subjects,  virtuous  ladies,  little  champaign, 
and  much  health :  and  am,  with  the  truest  respect 
and  esteem,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  servant  and  brother. 


.  LORD  BOLTNGBROKE  TO  MR  PRIOR.  * 

September  10,  1712. 

I  WAS  equally  surprised  and  vexed  to  find  that  by 
the  uncouth  way  of  explaining  the  queen's  sense. 


*  This  letter,  which  is  strictly  confidential,  may  be  allowed  to 
bear  evidence  in  history  as  to  the  private  transactions  of  the  Treaty 
of  Utrecht.  Nothing  was  more  remarkable  than  the  dexterity  with 
which  the  French,  during  the  negociation,  perceived  and  availed 
themselves  of  the  necessity  of  imiking  peace^  under  which  the* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


EPISTOLARY  CORBBSPOKDBNCB.  19 

you  had  been  le4  to  imagine,  that  it  was  inteoded 
my  Lord  Lexington  should  make  any  difficuky  of 
seeiog  and  complimenting  the  l^ing  of  Spain  as  such. 
We  spent  above  three  hours  in  penning  minutes 
yesterday  upon  this  head»  which  was  long  ago  ad- 
justed. I  suppose  the  instructions  will  be  at  last 
clear  j  but  my  Lord  Lexington  having  been  present 
at  the  debate,  his  understanding  of  the  matter  will 
make  amends  for  any  dark  ambiguous  article  which 
may  be  ii^  them. 

Darta^)uth  is  to  communicate  the  queen's  orders 
herein  to  you,  that  so  you  may  be  able  to  satisfy 
the  French  ministers,  and  tliey  to  prepare  the 
Spanish  ministers.  However,  I  will  venture  to 
tell  you  in  a  few  words  what  I  understand  is  to  b^ 
the  measure  of  Lord  Lexington's  conduct.  As  soon 
as  he  arrives  at  Madrid,  he  will  notify  his  arrival 
to  the  secretary  of  state.  He  will,  when  he  sees 
this  minister,  let  him  know,  "  That  the  queen  has 
sent  hhu  thither  to  compliment  the  king  in  her 
name  ^  to  be  a  witness  of  the  several  renunciations 
and  other  acts  requisite  to  complete  the  execution 
of  the  article  agreed  upon  as  necessary  to  prevent 
the  union  of  the  two  monarchies:  That,  after  this, 
he  is  to  proceed  to  settle  such  matters  of  commerce, 
and  other  affairs,  as  are  for  the  mutual  interest  of 
both  nations,  and  to  take  the  character  of  ambassa- 
dor upon  him."  My  lord  will  at  the  same. time 
produce  his  credentials,  and  give  the  secretary  a 
copy  of  them  if  he  desires  it.  In  this  conference, 
he  will  farther  take  notice  of  the  several  cessions 
made  by  the  King  of  France,  in  behalf  of  his  grand- 


ioTj  administratioa  of  Queen  Anne  had  brought  themseWes  by 
thdr  absolute  breach  with  the  Dqke  of  Marlborough. 
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son  to  the  queen ;  and  will  speak  of  them  as  points 
which  he  looks  upon  to  be  concluded.  He  will 
likewise  give  a  memorial  of  them  in  writing,  signed 
by  himself,  to  the  secretary ;  and  expect  from  him 
an  assent  in  the  king's  name,  in  writing  also,  and 
signed  by  the  secretary.  This  seems  natural,  civil, 
and  unexceptionable ;  but  any  other  scheme  is  ab- 
surd, arid  inconsistent  with  the  rest  of  all  our  pro- 
ceedings. 

For  God's  sake,  dear  Matt,  hide  the  nakedness 
of  thy  country ;  and  give  the  best  turn  thy  fertile 
brain  will  furnish  thee  with,  to  the  blunders  of  thy 
countrymen,  who  are  not  much  better  politicians 
than  the  French  are  poets. 

•  I  have  writ  in  great  haste  a  prodigious  long  letter 
to  Monsieur  de  Torcy,  which,  I  believe,  he  will 
show  you ;  but,  for  fear  he  should  not,  I  enclose  in. 
this  an  extract  of  part  of  it,  which  relates  to  a  matter 
that  has  given  lord-treasurer  and  your  humble  ser- 
vant no  small  trouble  in  the  cabinet.  The  copy  of 
the  plenipotentiaries'  dispatch  of  the  Qd  of  Septem- 
ber, which  I  likewise  send,  will  show  you  how  a 
dispute,  now  on  foot  at  Utrecht,  began ;  you  will 
observe,  their  lordships  are  very  warm  in  it;  and  I 
can  assure  you,  we  have  those  who  are  not  a  jot 
cooler. 

The  solution  of  this  difficulty  must  come  from 
you ;  it  is  a  matter  of  management  and  appearance, 
more  than  of  substance ;  and  the  court  of  France 
must  be  less  politic  than  I  think  them  at  any  time, 
and  more  unreasonable  than  I  think  them  at  this 
time,  not  to  come  into  a  temperament  upion  a 
matter  unnecessarily  st9.rted.  You  must  begin  by 
making  Monsieur  de  Torcy  not  only  to  understand, 
but  own  he  understands,  the  proposition  which  I 
im  sure  he  remembers  I  more  than  once  repeated 
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to  him^  when  I  was  in  France,  upon  yarious  occa- 
sions, and  which  I  have  again  stated  as  clearly  as 
I  am  able.  The  queen  can  never  do  any  thing, 
which  shall  look  liKe  a  direct  restraint  on  her  aUies 
from  demanding  what  they  judge  necessary ;  but  as 
long  as  they  act  the  part  which  they  now  do,  she 
can  very  justly  be  passive  and  neuter  as  to  their 
interests :  and  if  her  peace  be  made  before  theirs, 
which  she  will  not  delay  for  them,  she  can  with  the 
same  justice  leave  them  to  make  their  own  bargain. 
This  is  advantage  enough  for  France :  and  such  a 
one,  fairly  spes^ing,  as  a  year  ago  they  would  have 
given  more  than  Touroay  to  have  been  sure  of: 
they  must  not  therefore  press  us  to  go  farther  than 
this ;  nor  do  any  thing  which  may  seem  contradic- 
tory to  what  the  queen  delivered  from  the  tiirone.  * 
That  speech  they  have  always  owned  as  the  plan 
they  submitted  to ;  and  it  varies  but  little  from  that 
brought  hither  by  Gualtier.  In  a  word,  the  use 
which  the  French  will  make  of  the  unaccountable 
obstinacy  of  the  Dutch,  and  other  allies,  may  in 
several  respects,  and  particularly  for  aught  1  know 
in  this  instance  of  Toumay,  give  them  an  opportu^ 
nity  of  saving  and  gaining  more  than  they  could 
have  hoped  for^  and  the  queen  may  in  the  present 
circumstances  contribute  passively  to  this  end,  but 
actively  she  never  can  in  any  circumstances, 

I  think  in  my  own  opinion^  and  I  believe  speak 
the  queen's  upon  this  occasion,  that  it  were  better 
the  French  should  in  th^  course  of  the  treaty  declare, 
^^  That  whatever  they  intended  to  have  given  the 


♦  See  this  speech  ia  S^irift's  *^  History  of  the  Four  last  Years 
of  the  Qacen."    Vol.  V.  p.  334. 
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Diitch  ivheri  the  queen  spokie  ffom  the  throne,  th^iV 
conduct  has  been  siich,  and  the  situation  of  affairs; 
so  altered,  that  the  king  is  resolved  to  have  Toiirnay 
restored  to  him."  I  say^  I  believe  this  were  better, 
th^n  to  expect  th^t  we  should  consent  to  an  expfosi- 
tioti  of  the  queen's  words  by  which  her  majesty 
Would  yield  the  town  up. 

Let  thie  conferences  begin  afe  soon  as  fHey  can,  I 
dare  say,  business  will  not  be  very  speedily  dis- 
^  patched  iti  them :  in  the  mean  time  we  shall  go 
oti  to  ripen  every  thing  for  a  conclusion  betweeti  us 
and  Savoy,  and  France  and  Spain  ;  and  this  is  ihe 
true  point  of  vieiv,  which  the  French  ought  to  have 
before  their  eyes. 

You  will  be  very  shortly  particularly  and  fitlly 
instructed  to  settle  the  article  of  NoHh  Am<6rica;^ 
and  thbse  points  of  commerce  still  undetermined : 
that  done,  the  ministers  may  sign  at  tJtreicht,  as 
sooh  as  they  can  hear  from  Lord  Lexington. 

My  Lord  Dartmouth  writes  to  you  conceriiirig  a 
clamour  which  our  merchants  have  raised,  as  if, 
under  pretence  of  not  carrying  to  Lisbon  or  Barce- 
idna  des  prdvMt)ns  de  gverre  du  de  hoiiche^  they 
shall  bfe  debarred  from  their  usual  traffic  of  corn 
and  fish,  which  at  whose  places  there  are  great  de- 
mands for,  in  time  of  peace  as  well  as  war,  and 
without  any  consideration  of  the  armies.  The  dif- 
ficulty as  to  Lisbon  seems  to  be  removed,  by  the 
Portuguese  submitting  to  come  into  the  suspension 
of  arms;  and  he  proposes  to  you  an  expedient  as  to 
Barcelona :  but  in  truth  that  war  must  be  ended  of 
course  now,  since  the  queen  supports  it  no  longer, 
and  the  Dutch  are  recalling  their  fte^t  from  the 
Straits.  The  Duke  of  Argyll  is  going  immediately 
now  away ;  and  the  moment  he  comes  to  Minorca, 
he  draws  to  him  every  thing  belonging  to  the  queea 
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•at  of  Catalonia ;  the  imperial  troops  must  in  my 
opinion  that  moment  submit,  and  compound  for 
transportation  :  and  when  the  war  is  at  an  end,  I 
think  there  can  be  no  pretence  for  quarrelling  with 
us  for  carrying  our  goods  to  the  people  of  the 
country. 

It  is  now  three  o* clock  in  the  morning  :  I  have 
been  hard  at  work  all  day,  and  am  not  yet  enough 
recovered  to  bear  much  fatigue :  excuse  therefore 
the  confusedness  of  this  scroll,  which  is  only  from 
Harry  to  Matt,  and  not  from  the  secretary  to  the 
minister. 

Your  credentials  of  minister  plenipotentiary  will 
be  sent  you,  together  with  your  full  powers,  by  the 
next  boat :  and  before  Duke  Hamilton  goes,  I  will 
move  to  have  you  removed  to  Utrecht ;  which  there 
will  be  a  natural  handle  for,  as  soon  as  you  shall 
settle  the  points  of  commerce,  and  in  doing  that 
have  given  the  last  stroke  to  the  finishing  the  treaty 
with  France. 

Make  my  compliments  to  Madam  Teriol ;  and 
let  her  know  that  I  have,  I  hope,  put  her  affair  into 
a  way  of  being  finished  to  her  satisfaction.  I  have 
spoke  very  earnestly  to  Maffei,  and  have  used  the 
proper  arguments  to  him. 

Adieu  !  my  pen  is  ready  to  drop  out  of  my  hand. 
Believe  that  no  man  loves  you  better,  or  is  more 
faithfully  yours,  &c. 

BoLIKGBROKE. 

p.  S.  I  had  almost  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  the  queen 
is  pleased  to  discharge  the  Mareschal  Tallard's 
parole;  which  you  may  assure  him,  with  my 
compliments,  of;  and  give  any  signification  ne- 
cessary in  form. 
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TO  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 

Kensington,  Sept  SO,  1712. 
My  Lord, 
I  HAVE  two  or  three  times  begun  letters  to  your 
grace,  and  have  torn  what  1  writ,  hoping  I  might 
send  you  something  decisive  about  the  peace.  But 
g.11  still  continues  to  lie  very  loose,  and  I  continue 
to  be  very  desponding,  although  the  people  in  affairs 
laugh  at  me  for  it.  I  have  one  plain  maxim  in 
dealing  with  those,  who  have  more  cunning,  and 
less  honesty  than  myself,  which  is,  what  we  call 
keeping  the  staff  in  my  own  hand,  and  contriving 
that  they  shall  trust  me  rather  than  I  them.  A 
man  may  reason  until  he  is  weary  upon  this  pro- 
ceeding of  the  Dutch.  The  soldiers  tell  me  that  the 
Duke  of  Ormond  could  not  possibly  take  possession 
of  Dunkirk,  since  the  foreign  troops  have  refused 
to  march,  and  that  the  states  will  not  suffer  us  to 
go  through  their  towns.  But  I  had  a  whisper  from 
one  who  should  know  best,  "  that,  Dunkirk  might 
now  have  been  ours,  if  right  methods  had  been 
taken."  And  another  great  man  said  to  a  friend  of 
inine,  about  a  fortnight  agp,  "  that  the  least  wrong 
step  on  that  side  the  water  might  have  very  ill 
consequences  at  this  juncture.*'  Meantime,  the 
discontented  party  seems  full  of  hopes,  and  many 
pf  the  court^sid^,  beside  myself,  desponding  enough. 
The  necessity  of  laying  the  proposals  before  the 
parliament  drew  us  into  all  this ;  for  now  we  are  in 
a  manner  pinned  down,  3,nd  pannot  go  back  an  inch 
with  any  good  grace :  so  that  if  the  French  play  us 
foul,  I  dread  the  effects,  which  are  too  visible  to 
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doubt.  *  And  on  the  other  side»  if  the  peace  goes 
smoothly  on,  I  cannot  but  think  that  some  severe 
inquiries  will  be  made ;  and  I  believe,  upon  very 
manifest  grounds.  If  there  be  any  secret  in  this 
matter  of  Dunkirk,  it  must  be  in  very  few  hands; 
apd  those  who  most  converse  with  men  at  the  helm, 
ar^,  I  am  coinfident,  very  much  in  the  dark.  Some 
people  go  so  far  as  to  think  that  the  Dutch  will 
hinder  even  the  English  forces  under  the  Duke  of 
Ormond  from  going  by  the  French  countiy  to  Dun- 
kirk ;  but  I  cannot  be  of  that  opinion.  We  suppose 
ja  few  days  will  decide  this  matter;  and  I  believe, 
your  grace  will  agree,  that  there  was  never  a  more 
nice  conjuncture  of  atfairs;  however,  the  court  ^p- 
pears  to  be  very  resolute :  several  changes  have  been 
made^  and  more  are  daily  expected.  The  Dutch  are 
grown  so  unpopular,  that,  I  believe,  the  queen  might 
have  addresses  to  stand  by  her  against  them  with 
lives  and  fortunes. 

I  had  your  grace's  letter  of  May  29,  written  in 
the  time  of  your  visiting ;  from  which,  I  hope,  you 
are  returned  with  health  and  satisfaction. 

The  difficulties  in  the  peace,  by  the  accidents  in 
the  Bourbon  family,  are,  as  your  grace  observes, 
very  great,  and  what  indeed  our  ministers  chiefly 
apprehended.  But  we  think  Philip's  renouncing  to 
be  an  effectual  expedient;  not  out  of  any  regard  he 
would  have  for  it,  but  because  it  will  be  the  interest 
of  every  prince  of  the  blood  in  France  to  keep  him 
out,  and  because  the  Spaniards  will  never  assist  him 
to  unite  the  two  kingdoms. 

I  am  in  hopes  yet  that  your  grace  may  pay  your 
treat;  for  it  is  yet  four  weeks  to  November,  at  least 


♦  It  should  be — *  too  yisible  to  be  doubted  of.*^^* 
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I  believe  we  ^all  be  happy,  or  ruined,  before  that 
lime. 

If  is  certain  that  there  is  something  in  what  people 
say  ...•.,..  But  the  court  is  so  luckily  constituted 
at  present,  that  every  man  thinks  the  chief  trust 
cannot  be  any  where  else  so  well  placed ;  neither 
do  I  know  above  one  man  that  would  take  it,  and 
it  is  a  great  deal  too  soon  for  him  to  have  such 
thoughts.* 

I  humbly  thank  your  grace  for  your  concern  about 
my  health :  I  have  still  the  remainder  of  some  pains, 
which  has  partly  occasioned  my  removing  hither 
about  three  weeks  ago.  I  was  recommended  to 
country  air,  and  chose  this,  because  I  could  pass  my 
time  more  agreeably  near  my  frienda  at  court.  We 
think  the  queen  will  go  to  Windsor  in  three  weeks; 
and,  I  believe,  I  shaU  be  there  most  of  the  time  I 
stay  in  England,  which  I  intend  until  toward  the 
end  of  summer. 

My  lord-treasurer  has  often  promised  he  will 
advance  my  design  of  an  academy;  so  have  my 
lord-keeper,  and  all  the  ministers ;  but  they  are  now 
too  busy  to  think  of  any  thing  beside  what  they  have 
upon  the  anvil.  My  lord-treasurer  and  I  have  al- 
ready pitched  upon  twenty  members  of  both  parties; 
but  perhaps  it  may  all  come  to  nothing. 

If  things  continue  as  they  are  another  session, 
perhaps  your  grace  may  see  the  bill  of  resuming  the 
grants  t  carried  on  with  a  great  deal  more  rigour 
than  it  lately  was.  It  was  only  desired  that  the 
grantees  should  pay  six  years  purchase,  and  settle 


♦  This  certainly  alludes  to  some  possibility  even  then  appear- 
ing, that  Bollngbroke  might  supplant  the  lord-treasurer. 
+  This  bill  was  thrown  out. 
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thfe  remainder  on  them  by  act  of  parliament,  and 
those  grants  are  now  worse  than  other  lands  by 
more  years  purchase  than  six;  so  that,  in  effect, 
they  would  have  lost  nothing.  I  am,  with  the 
greatest  respect. 

Your  grace's  most  dutiful 
ind  most  hmnble  selrvant, 

Jon.  Swift. 


FROM  THE  COUNTESS  OF  ORKNEY* 
AND  MRS  RAMSAY. 

Clifdeo,  Monday,  f 

I  HAVE  had  great  satisfaction  in  the  favour  of  your 
letter,  though  disaprpointed,  since  not  occasioned 
by  yourself.  When  one  is  too  quick,  misjudging 
commonly  follows.  At  first  I  feared  Mr  Collier 
was  taken  with  a  fit  of  an  apoplexy :  the  next  line 
I  read,  I  wished  he  had  one.  If  I  did  not  apprehend, 
by  your  knowing  me  but  a  little,  that  I  might  grow 
troublesome  where  I  distinguished,  you  should  not 
want  any  conveniency  to  bring  you  hither  to  Mrs 
Ramsay  and  me,  who  are  both,  without  compliment, 
truly  mortified,  intending  ever  to  be.  Sir, 
Your  sincere  humble  servants, 

E.  Orkney. 

Eliz.  Ramsay. 


*Lady  Elizabeth  Villiers*  This  lady  had  l)een  mistress  to 
King  William.  Swift  had  a  high  opinioQ  of  her  talents,  and 
often  mentions  her  in  his  Journal • 

+  Indorsed  *  1712,  I  suppose.*  Probably  in  September. 
See  Journal  to  Stella,  Sept.  18,  1/12. 
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We  design  to  be  at  Windsor  on  Wednesday,  where 
I  hope  you  will  meet  with  me  in  the  drawing- 
room,  to  tell  me  when  you  can  dine  with  us. 


FROM  THE  COUNTESS  OF  ORKNEY. 

Monday  Morning.  * 
I  AM  sure  you  are  very  ill-natured  (I  would  not 
have  been  so  cross  to  you)  to  have  known  Mr  Lewis 
and  me  so  long,  and  not  have  made  us  acquainted 
sooner,  when  you  know  too  that  I  have  been  in 
search  of  a  reasonable  conversation.  I  have  no  way 
to  excuse  you  but  doubting  his  to  be  so  agreeable 
at  a  second  meeting,  which  I  desire  you  will  make 
when  it  is  most  convenient  to  both.  It  is  not  from 
custom  I  say  I  am  extremely.  Sir, 
Your  humble  servant, 

E.  Orkney. 

When  you  read  this,  I  fancy  you  will  think,  what 
does  she  write  to  me?  I  hate  a  letter  as  much  as 
my  lord-treasurer  does  a  petition. 


TO  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 

London,  Oct  21,  1712. 
My  Lord, 
Since  I  had  the  honour  of  your  grace's  letter  of 
July  29,  which  found  me  at  Windsor,  I  have  been 

♦  Indorsed  <  1712, 1  belieye**— N. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BPISTOLARY   CORRBSPONDBNCB.  29^ 

extremely  out  of  order  with  a  giddiness  in  ray  head, 
which  pursued  me  until  very  lately ;  but,  by  an  un- 
easy course  of  physic,  I  hope  I  have  in  some  sort 
overcome  it. 

We  are  now  in  very  near  expectation  of  a  peace ; 
and  your  grace,  I  hope,  will  believe  it  as  good  a  one 
as  the  circumstances  of  things  would  allow.  I  con- 
fess I  agree  with  your  grace,  that  the  great  difficulty 
was  about  the  danger  of  France  and  Spain  being 
united  under  one  king.  To  my  knowledge  all 
possible  means  have  been  taken  to  secure  that  mat- 
ter:  and  yet,  after  all,  the  weakest  side  will  be  there. 
Renunciations  by  France  have  very  justly  so  little 
credit,  that  I  do  not  wonder  so  little  weight  is  laid 
on  them.  But  Spain,  we  are  sure,  will,  for  their 
own  sakes,  enter  into  all  securities  to  prevent  that 
union ;  and  all  the  allies  must  be  guarantees.  If 
you  Still  object  that  some  danger  still  remains,  what 
is  to  be  done  ?  Your  grace  is  altogether  misinformed, 
if  you  think  that  this  is  at  all  the  difficulty  which  so 
long  made  the  Dutch  untractable.  It  was  nothing 
less:  neither  have  they  once  mentioned,  during  all 
the  negotiation  at  Utrecht,  one  syllable  of  getting 
Spain  out  of  the  Bourbon  family,  or  into  that  of 
Austria,  as  the  chief  men  have  assured  me  not  three 
days  ago.  Buys  offered  last  winter  to  ease  us  imme- 
diately of  the  trouble  we  were  in  by  Lord  Notting- 
ham's vote,  if  we  would  consent  to  let  them  share 
with  us  in  the  advantages  we  had  stipulated  with 
France ;  which  advantages,  however,  did  by  no  means 
clash  with  Holland,  and  were  only  conditional,  if 
peace  should  ensue.  But,  my  lord,  we  know  farther, 
that  the  Dutch  made  offers  to  treat  with  France, 
before  we  received  any  from  thence ;  and  were  re- 
fused, upon  the  ill-usage  they  gave  Mr  Torcy  at  the 
Hague,  and  the  Abb6  de  Polignac  afterward  at  Ger- 
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truydeoberg :  and  we  kno^  that  Torcy  would  have 
been  forced  tp  apply  to  them  again,  if,  after  several 
refusals,  we  had  not  hearkened  to  their  overtures. 
What  I  tell  your  grace  is  infallibly  true ;  and  care 
shall  be  taken  vepy  soon  to  satisfy  the  world  in  this, 
and  many  other  particulars  at  large,  which  ought  to 
be  known :  for,  the  kingdom  is  very  much  in  the 
dark,  after  all  the  pains  hitherto  taken  to  inform  it. 
Your  grace's  conjectures  are  very  right,  that  a  general 
peace  would  not  be  for  our  interest,  if  we  had  made 
ours  with  France.  And  I  remember  a  certain  great 
man  used  to  say  two  months  ago,  *^  Fight  on,  fight 
on,  my  merry  men  all/*  I  believe  likewise,  that 
such  a  peace  would  have  happened,  if  the  Dutch  had 
not  lately  been  more  compliant:  upon  which  our 
ministers  told  those  of  France,  that  since  the  States 
were  disposed  to  submit  to  the  queeii,  her  majesty 
must  enter  into  their  interests;  and  I  believe  they 
have  as  good  conditions  as  we  ever  intended  they 
should.  Tournay,  I  hope,  will  be  yielded  to  them : 
and  Lisle  we  never  designed  they  should  have.  The 
emperor  will  be  used  as  he  deserves ;  and  having  paid 
nothing  for  the  war,  shall  get  nothing  by  the  peace. 
We  are  most  concerned  (next  to  our  regard  to  Hol- 
land) for  Savoy,  and  France  for  Bavaria.  I  believe 
we  shall  make  them  both  kings,  by  the  help  of 
Sardinia  and  Sicily.  But  I  know  not  how  plans  may 
alter  every  day.  The  queen's  whole  design,  as  your 
grace  conjectures,  is  to  act  the  part  of  a  mediator ; 
and  our  advantages,  too  many  to  insert  here,  must 
be  owned  very  great. 

As  for  an  academy  to  correct  and  settle  our  lan- 
guage, lord-treasurer  talks  of  it  often  very  warmly ; 
but  I  doubt,  is  yet  too  busy,  until  the  peace  be 
over.  He  goes  down  to  Windsor  on  Friday,  to  be 
chosen  of  the  garter,  with  five  more  lords. 
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I  know  nothing  of  promises  of  any  thing  intended 
for  myself;  but,  I  thank  God,  I  am  not  very  warm 
in  my  expectations,  and  know  courts  too  well  to  be 
surprised  at  disappointments;  which,  however,  I 
shall  have  no  great  reason  to  fear,  if  I  gave  my 
thoughts  any  trouble  that  way,  which,  without  af- 
fectation, I  do  not;  although  I  cannot  expect  to 
be  believed  when  I  say  so. 
I  am^  &c. 

JoN,  Swift. 


FROM  THE  COUNTESS  OF  ORKNEY. 

LondoD)  NaT  21,  1713. 
This  key  will  open  tres^sures ;  but  vain  in  me  to 
know  them.  *  Your  convenience  is  my  satisfaction. 
If  I  can  or  may  read  what  will  be  in  this  table,  it 
ought  and  shall  be  my  happiness.  You  must  dis- 
cern this  comes  from  the  most  inter^ted  joiner  that 
ever  made  a  thing  of  tliis  nature.  Peruse  narrowly ; 
and  what  faults  you  find,  they  shall  be  mended  in 
every  particular,  to  the  utmost  capacity  of.  Sir, 
Your  obliged  humble  servant, 

E.  Orkney. 


*  Indorsed  thus :  <<  Sent  with  a  present  of  a  writing.table, 
seal,  paper,-  wax,  &c."  The  writing-table,  as  appears  from 
Swift's  Jonrnai^  was  upon  a  plan  contrived  by  the  countess  her<- 
self. 
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TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF  ORKNEY. 

Not.  21,  17\i. 
Madam, 
When,  upon  parting  with  your  ladyship,  you 
were  pleased  to  tell  me  I  should  find  your  present 
at  home,  natural  justice  prompted  me  to  resolve, 
that  the  first  use  I  made  of  it  should  be  in  paying 
acknowledgments  to  my  benefactor.     But,  when  I 
opened  the  writing-table,  which  I  must  now  call 
mine,  I  found  you  had  neither  sent  pens,  ink,  nor 
paper,  sufficient  for  such  an  undertaking.     But  I 
ought  to  tell  your  ladyship  in  order,  that  I  first  got 
there  a  much  more  valuable  thing  :  and  I  cannot  do 
greater  honour  to  my  scrutoire,  than  to  assure  your 
ladyship  that  your  letter  is  the  first  thing  I  have  put 
in  it,  and  shall  be  the  last  I  will  ever  take  but.     I 
must  tell  your  ladyship,  that  I  am  this'  moment 
under  a  very  great  concern.     I  was  fully  convinced 
that  I  should  write  with  a  new  spirit  by  the  influ- 
ence of  the  materials  you  sent  me ;  but  it  is  quite 
otherwise :  I  have  not  a  grain  of  invention,  whether 
out  of  the  confusion  which  attends  us  when  we  strive 
too  much  to  acquit  ourselves,  or  whether  your  pens 
and  ink  are  sullen,  and  think  themselves  disgraced, 
since  they  have  changed  their  owner.     I  heartily 
thank  your  ladyship,  for  making  me  a  present  that 
looks  like  a  sort  of  establishment.     I  plainly  see, 
by  the  contrivance,  that  if  you  were  first  minister, 
it  would  have  been  a  cathedral.     As  it  is,  you  have 
more  contributed  towards  fixing  me,  than  all  the 
ministry  together :  for  it  is  difficult  to  travel  with 
this  equipage,  and  it  will  be  impossible  to  travel 
or  Jive  without  it.     You  have  an  undoubted  title 
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to  whatever  papers  this  table  shall  eter  contain 
(except  your  letter)  and  I  desire  yon  will  please  to 
have  another  key  made  for  it ;  that  when  the  coart 
ishall  think  fit  to  give  me  a  room  worth  putting  it 
into,  your  ladyship  may  come  and  search  it  when* 
«ver  you  please. 

I  beg  your  ladyship  to  join  in  laughing  with  me, 
at  my  unreasonable  vanity,  when  I  wished  that  the 
motto  written  about  the  wax  was  a  description  of 
yourself.  But,  if  I  am  disappointed  in  that,  your 
ladyship  will  be  so  in  all  the  rest ;  even  this  ink  will 
never  I>b  able  to  convey  your  ladyship's  note  as  it 
ought.  The  paper  will  contain  no  wonders,  but 
when  it  mentions  you ;  neither  is  the  seal  any  other- 
wise an  emblem  of  my  life,  than  by  the  deep  im? 
pression  your  ladyship  has  made,  which  nothing 
but  my  death  can  wear  out.  By  the  inscription 
about  the  pens,  I  fear  there  is  some  mistake ;  ^d 
that  your  ladyship  4^4  not  design  them  for  me. 
However^  I  will  keep  them  until  you  can  find 

^  the  person  you  intended  should  have  them,  and 
who  will  be  able  to  dispose  of  them  according  to 
your  predictions.  I  cannot  find  that  the  workman 
you  employed  and  directed,  has  made  the  least 
mislake:  but  there  are  four  implements  wanting. 
The  two  first  I  shall  not  name,  because  an  odd 
superstition  ibrbids  us  to  accept  them  from  our 
friends;  the  third  is  a  sponge,  which  the  people 
^  long  have  given  so  ill  a  reputation  to,  that  I  vow  \\ 
^lall  be  no  gii^  of  your  ladyship :  the  last  is  a  fl^iii 

^      ivory  instrument,  used  in  folding  up  letters,  which 

I  insist  yoamust  provide. 

JSee,  naads^iQ,  the  first-fruits  this  unlucky  present 

|pf  yolirs'has  produced.     It  is  but  giving  a  fiddle  to 

l|.  scraper,  or  a  pestle  and  mortar  to  an  apothecary, 

or  a  tory  pamphlet  to  Mrs  Ramsay.    Nothing  is 

'    ■•  VOL.  XVI.        V  c  . 
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80  great  a  discouragement  to  generous  persons  as. 
the  fear  of  being  worried  by  acknowledgments. 
Besides,  your  ladyship  is  an  unsufTerable  kind  of 
giver,  making  every  present  fifty  times  the  value, 
by  the  circumstances  and  manner.  And  I  know 
people  la  the  world,  who  would  not  oblige  me  so 
much,  at  the  cost  of  a  thousand  pounds,  as  you  have 
done  at  that  of  twenty  pounds ;  which,  I  must  needs 
tell  you,  is  an  unconscionable  way  of  dealing, 
^md  whereof,  I  believe  nobody  alive  is  so  guilty  as 
yourselt  In  short,  you  deceive  my  eyes,  and  cor* 
rapt  my  judgment :  nor  am  1  now  sure  of  any  things 
but  that  of  being,  &c« 

JoN.  Swift. 


FROM  THE  COUNTESS  OF  ORKNEY. 

Not.  22,  1712. 
You  are  extremely  obliging  to  write  how  well 
you  take  my  whim,  in  telling  my  true  thoughts  of 
your  mind :  for  I  was  ashamed  when  I  reflected,  "* 
and  hoped  1  should  see  you  soon  after  expressing 
the  value  I  have  of  you  in  an  uncornmpn  way. 
But  this  I  writ  with  assurance  that  I  am,  very 
luncerely.  Sir, 

lour  obliged  humble  servant,  *; 

£.  Orkney^ 


%  - 
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FROM  MR  HARRISON.* 

Utrecht,  Dec.  1(J,  1712. 
.  Your  thanks  of  the  25th  of  November,  Sir,  come 
before  their  time ;  the  condition  of  the  obligation 
being,  that  you  should  receive  twelve  shirts,  which 
number  shall  be  completed  by  the  first  proper  oc- 
casion. Your  kind  letter,  however,  is  extremely 
seasonable ;  and  (next  to  a  note  from  the  treasury) 
has  proved  the  most  vivifying  cordial  in  the  world. 
If  you  please  to  send  me  now  and  then  as  much  of 
the  same  as  will  lie  upon  the  top  of  your  pen,  I 
should  be  contented  to  take  sheets  for  shirts  to  the 
end  of  the  chapter. 

Sin.Qe  you  are  so  good  as  to  enter  into  my  affairs, 
I  shall  trouble  you  with  a  detail  of  them,  as  well  as 
of  my  conduct  since  I  left  England ;  which,  in  my 
(pinion,  yoif  h^ve  a  right  to  inspect,  and  approve 
or  condenm  as  you  think  fit.  During  my  state  of 
probation  with  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  it  wa3  my 
endeavour  to  recommend  myself  to  his  excellency 
rather  by  fidelity,  silence,  and  an  entire  submission^ 
^an  by  an  affectation  to  shine  in  lus  service  i  And 
whatever  difficulties,  whatever  discouragements,  feU 
in  my  way,  I  thinly  it  appears^  that  they  were  sur- 


*  William  HarrisoD,  who  conducted  for  some  time  a  cooti. 
niiatioii  of  the  Taller,  under  the  auspices  of  Swift ;.  and  was,  by 
his  interest,  sent  out  as  secretary  to  Lord  Raby,  afterwards  Earl 
of  Strafford,  while  the  peace  of  Utrecht  was  negociated.  He  re* 
tamed  to  London  with  the  Barrier  Treaty;  and  died  there,  Hth 
JPebrqary  1712-13;  much  regretted  by  Swift  See  Vol.  {11. 
p.  1167, 168t 
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mounted  in  the  end  j  and  my  advancement  followed 
upon  it  sooner  thin  I  expected;  another  would  say, 
much  sooner  than  I  dteseryed,  which  1  should  easily 
agree  to,  were  it  not,  that  I  flatter  myself  there  is 
som^  merit  in  the  behaviour  I  kept,  when  the  hopes 
and  temptation  of  being  preferred  glittered  in  my 
eyes.     AH  the  world  knows  upon  what  foot  Mr 
Watkins*  thought  himself  with    my  Lord  Straf- 
ford ;t  arid  though  all  the  world  does  not  know 
what  I  am  going  to  tell  you,  yet  Mr  Watkins  does 
on  one  hand,  and  my  iJord  Strafford  on  the  other, 
that  all  the  credit  I  had  with  either,  was  heartily, 
and  without  reserve,  employed  to  make  matter? 
easy ;  and  to  cultlyate  in  my  humble  station,  that 
good  understanding,  which  our  court  desired  should 
pe  between  them.     I  had  my  reasons  for  this,  and 
»ucb  perhaps  as  flowed  from  an  inclination  to  pro- 
mote my  own  interest.     I  knew  as  well  as  any  man 
living  almost,  how  much  Mr  Watkins  was  valued 
by  my  Lord  Bolingbroke  and  others.     I  foresaw  the 
danger  of  standing  in  competition  with  him,  if  that 
case  should  happen :  and,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  I 
did  not  think  myself  ripe  in  regard  of  interest  at 
home,  or  of  any  service  T  could  pretend  to  have 
done  abroad  to  s^cceed  Mr  Watkins  in  so  gopd  an 
employment.     Above  all,  I  protest  to  you,  Sir,  tljat 
if  I  know  my  own  hearty  I  a.m  capable  of  suffering 
the  utmost  extremities  rather  than  violate  the  infi- 
nite duty  and  gratitude  I  owe  tny  l-ord  Bolingbroke, 
by  doing  an  ill  office  to  a  person  honoured  with 
such  particular  marl^s  of  his  lordship's  esteem.     I 
njight  add  to  this,  tfiat  I  really  loved  Mr  Watkins  } 


*  Henry  \VatkiD8,  Esq.  late  secretary  — H. 
f  Thomas,'  KarJ  af  iiraMptiAf  ambiLssadoyr^xtitordiiiary  and 
plenipotentiary  to  iho  States  GeoeraL-^U* 
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Snd  I  beg  you.  Sir,  to  urge  him  to  the  proof,  whether 
my  whole  behaviour  was  not  such,  as  might  justify 
the  wannest  profession^  1  can  make  of  that  kina. 
After  all  thi,s,  how  comes  it,  that  he,  either  in  rail- 
lery or  good  earnest,  accuses  me  of  having  any  re- 
jsentnoent  against  him  ?  By  woi^  of  mouth  when  he 
left  us,  by  letters  so  long  as  he  allowed  me  to  cor- 
respond  with  him,  and  by  all  the  people  that  ever 
went  from  Utrecht  to  Flanders,  have  I  importuned 
him  for  the  continuance  of  his  friendship ;  and^ 
perhaps,  even  in  his  absence  (if  he  pleases  to  reflect) 
given  him  a  very  ^sential  proof,  of  mine.  If  any 
body  has  thought  it  worth  their  while  to  sow  divi- 
sion between  us,  I  wish  he  thought  it  worth  his  to 
let  me  into  the  secret  $  and  nothing,  he  may  be 
sure,  shall  be  wanting  on  my  side  to  defeat  a  stra- 
tagem, which,  for  aught  I  know,  may  end  in  the 
starving  of  his  humble  servant. 

Which  leads  me  naturally  to  the  second  thing 
proposed  to  be  spoken  to  in  my  text ;  namely,  my 
^cumstances:  for  between  you  and  me,  §ir,  I 
apprehend  the  treasury  will  issue  out  no  money  on 
^y  account^  till  they  know  what  is  di^e  on  that  of 
Mr  Watkins.  *  And  if  he  has  any  pretensions,  I 
have  none,  that  I  know  of,  but  what  are  as  precari- 
ous to  me^  as  a  stiver  I  gave  away  but  now  to  a 
beggar,  was  to  him.  Is  it  possible  that  Mr  Wat- 
km^  can  demand  the  pay  of  a  commission,  which 


*  Fr«m  toriotis  psmges  \n  Swift's  JoanuU,  it  appears  that 
ibe  goYernmeDt  suffered  Harrison,  thoagb  io  a  post  of  such  con- 
fideoce^^  to  be  reduced  to  great  distress  for  want  of  regular  pay* 
inent  of  his  appointments ;  a  specimen  of  inhumanity  and  im. 
"policy  not  peculkr  to  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  for  it  long  con. 
tinned  to  emboimBS  the  operations  of  our  Corps  Diplomatique. 
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is,  by  the  queen  herself,  actually  superseded,  dur- 
ing his  absence  from  his  post?    Of  is  it  not  as 
plainly  said  in  mine,  that  I  am  her  ma;iesty*s  secre- 
tary during  such  his  absence,  as  in  his  that  he  was  so, 
while  he  resided  here  ?    If  I  must  be  crushed,  Sir, 
for  God's  sake  let  soiiie  reason  be  alleged  for  it; 
or  else  an  ingenuous  confession  miade,  that  stdt  pro 
fatione  voluntas.    If  you  can  fix  Mr  Watkins  to  any 
final  detiermination  on  this  subject,  you  will  do  me 
ia  singular  service,'  and  I  shall  take  my  measures 
accordingly.     Though  1  know  your  power,  1  cari- 
"  not  help  distrusting  it  on  this  occasion.     Before  I 
conclude,  give  me  leave  to  put  you  in  mind  of  beat- 
ing my  thanks  into  my  Lord  Bolingbroke's  ears,  for 
his  late  generosity,  to  the  end  that  his  lordship  may 
be  wearied  out  of  the  evil  habit  he  has  got,  of  heap- 
ing more  obligations  and  goodness  on  those  he  is 
pleased  to  favour,  than  their  shoulders  are  able  to 
bear.     For  my  own  part,  I  have  so  often  thanked 
his  lordship,  that  I  have  now  no  more  ways  left  to 
turn  my  thoughts ;  and  beg  if  you  have  any  right 
good  compliments  neat  and  fine  by  you,  that  you 
will  advance  the  necessary ^  and  place  them,  with 
the  other  helps  you  have  given  me,  to  my  account ; 
which  I  question  not  but  I  shall  be  able  to  ac- 
knowledge at  one  aiid  the  same  time,  ad  Gracas 
calendas. 

In  tfte  meantime,  I  shall  do  my  best  to  give  you 
just  such  hints  as  you  desire  by  the  next  post ;  though 
I  cannot  but  think  there  are  some  letters  in  the  of- 
fice, which  would  serve  your  turn  a  good  deal  bet- 
ter than  any  thing  I  can  tell  you  about  the  people 
at  the  Hague.  Your  access  there  abundantly  pre- 
vents my  attempting  to  write  you  any  news  from 
hence.  Aqd  1  assure  you.  Sir,  you  can  write  me 
none  from  England  (however  uneasy  my  circum* 
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stances  are)  which  will  be  so  agreeable  as  that  oC 
your  long-espected  advancement  It  grieves  me  to 
the  soul,  that  a  person,  who  has  been  so  iostPttmea* 
tal  to  the  raising  of  me  from  obscurity  aud  di9tress9 
should  not  be  yet  set  above  the  power  of  fortune^ 
smd  the  malice  of  those  enemies  your  real  merit  has 
created.  I  beg,  dear  Sir,  the  continuance  of  your 
kind  care  and  inspection  over  me;  and  that  you 
would  in  all  respects  command,  reprove,  or  instruct 
me  as  a  father;  for  I  protest  to  you.  Sir,  I  do,  and 
ever  shall,  honour  and  regard  you  with  the  affec- 
tion of  a  son. 


TO  THE  DUCHESS  OF  ORMOND. 

Dfec.  20,  1712. 
Madam, 
Any  other  person,  of  less  refinement  and  prudence 
than  myself,  would  be  at  a  loss  how  to  thank  your 
grace,  upon  the  surprise  of  coming  home  last  night, 
and  finding  two  pictures*  where  only  one  was  de- 
nianded.  But  I  understand  your  grace's  malice, 
and  do  here  affirm  you  to  be  the  greatest  prude 
upon  earth.  You  will  not  so  much 'as  let  your 
picture  be  alone  in  a  room  with  a  man,  no  not  with 
a  clergyman,  and  a  clergyman  of  fire-and-forty : 
and  therefore  resolved  my  lord  duke  should  accom* 
pany  it,  and  keep  me  in  awe,  that  I  might  not  pre- 
sume to  look  too  often  upon  it.    For  my  own  part. 


*  <<  The  Duchess  of  Onnond  promised  me  her  picture ;  and 
coming  home  to-night,  I  found  her's  and  the  duke's  both  in  my 
chamber.''    Journal  to  Stella^  Dec.  18,  1712. 
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1  begin  already  to  repent  that  I  ever  begged  your 
grace's  picture ;  and  could  alitiost  find  in  my  heart  4 
to  send  it  you  back :  for,  althodgh  H  be  the  niost 
beautiful  sight  I  ever  beheld,  except  the  original,  , 
yet  the  veneration  and  respect  it  fills  me  with,  will 
always  make  me  think  I  am  in  your  grace's  pre- 
sence* Will  hinder  me  from  saying  and  writing 
twenty  idle  things  that  used  to  divert  me :  will  set 
me  labouring  upon  majestic,  sublime  ideas,  at 
which  I  have  no  manner  of  talent ;  and  will  make 
those  who  come  to  visit  me,  think  I  am  grown,  on 
the  sudden,  wonderful  stately  and  reserved.  But, 
in  life  we  must  take  the  evil  with  the. good;  and  it 
is  one  comfort,  that  I  know  how  to  be  revenged. 
For  the  sight  of  your  grace's  resemWance  will  per- 
petually remind  me  of  paying  my  duty  to  your 
person  j  which  will  give  yoUr  grace  the  torment,  * 
and  me  the  felicity,  of  a  more  frequent  attendance. 

But,  after  all,  to  jdeal  plainly,  with  your  graCe, 
your  picture  (and  I  must  say  the  same  of  my  lord 
duke's)  will  be  of  very  little  use,  farther  than  to  let 
others  see  the  honour  you  are  pleased  to  do  me: 
for  all  the  accomplishments,  of  your  mind  and  per-  . 
son  are  so  deeply. printed  -in  the  heart,  an4  repre- 
sent you  so  lively  to  my  imagination,  that  1  should 
take  it  for  a  high  affront,  if  you  believed  it  in  the 
power  of  colours  to  refresh  my  memory :  almost  as 
high  a  one,  as  if  your  grace  should  deny  me  the 
justice  of  being,  with  the  most  profound  respect  and 
gratitude,  Madam, 

Your  grace's  &c. 

JoN.  Swift. 
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TO  ARCHBISHOP  KING- 

London/ Jaa.  S^  1712.t3* 

My  Lord, 
Since  I  had  the  honour  of  your  grace's  letteri 
'we  have  had  a  dead  time  of  news  and  politics  ^ 
and  I  make  a  conscience  of  writing  to  you  without 
something  that  will  recompense  the  trouble  of  read* 
ing.  I  cannot  but  grant  that  your  grace^  who  are 
at  a  distance,  and  argue  from  your  own  wisdom  and 
general  observations  and  reading,  is  likely  to  be 
more  impartial  than  I,  who^  in  spite  of  mv  resolu- 
tions and  opinion  to  the  conlrafy,  am  forced  to 
converse  only  with  one  side  of  the  world,  which 
fastens  prejudices  to  me,  notUrithstaading  all  I  can 
do  to  avoid  them.  YoUr  grace  has  certainly  hit 
upon  the  wjeak  side  of  oUr  peace;  but  I  do  not 
find  you  have  prescribed  any  remedies.  *  For,  that 
of  limiting  France  to  a  certain  number  of  ships  and 
troops,  was,  t  doubt,  not  to  be  compassed.  While 
that  mighty  kingdom  remains  under  one  monarch, 
it  win  be  always  in  some  degree  formidable  to  its 
neighbours.  But  We  flatter  ourselves  it  is  likely  to 
be  less  so  than  ever,  by  the  concurrence  of  many 
circumstances  too  long  to  trouble  you  with.  But, 
my  lord,  what  is  to  be  done  ?  I  will  go  so  far  with 
your  grace  as  to  tell  you,  that  some  of  our  friencts 
are  of  opinion  with  the  other  party,  that  if  this  last 
campaign  had  gone  on  with  the  conjunction  of  the 


*  The  risk  of  France  and  Spain  being  incorporated  nndef 
o)ie  monarch. 
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British  troops,  France  might  have  been  in  danger  of 
being  driven  to  great  extremes.  Yet  I  confess  to  you, 
at  the  same  time,  that  if  I  had  been  first  minister,  I 
should  have  advised  the  queen  to  pursue  her  mea- 
sures toward  a  peace. 

Some  accidents  and  occasions  have  put  it  in  my 
way  to  know  every  step  of  this  treaty  better,  I  think, 
than  any  man  in  England,  And  I  do  assert  to  your 
grace,  that  if  France  had  been  closely  pushed  this 
campaign,  they  would,  upon  our  refusal,  have  made 
offers  to  Holland,  which  the  republic  would  cer- 
tainly have  accepted ;  and  in  that  case  the  interests 
crf.England  would  have  been  wholly  laid  aside,  as  we 
saw  it  three  years  ago  at  the  Hague  and  Gertruyden- 
berg.  The  Marshal  d'Uxelles  and  Mesnager,  two 
of  the  French  plenipotentiaries,  were  wholly  inclin- 
ed to  have  begun  by  the  Dutch;  but  the  third, 
Abbfe  de  Polignac,  who  has  most  credit  with  Mon- 
sieur Torcy,  was  for  beginning  by  England. 

There  was  a  great  faction  in  France  by  this  pro- 
ceeding: and  it  was  a  mere  personal  resentment,  in, 
the  French, king  and  Monsieur  Torcy,  against  the 
States,  which  hindered  them  from  sending  the  first 
overture  there.  And  I  believe  your  grace  will  be 
convinced,  by  considering  that  the  demands  of 
Holland  might  be  much  more  easily  satisfied,  than 
those  of  Britain.  The  States  were  very  indifferent 
about  the  article  of  Spain  being  in  the  Bourbon 
lamily,  as  Monsieur  Buys  publickly  owned  when 
he  was  here,  and  among  others  to  myself.  They 
valued  not  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk,  the  frontier 
of  Portugal,  nor  the  security  of  Savoy.  They 
abhorred  the  thoughts  of  our  having  Gibraltar  and 
Minorca,  nor  cared  what  became  of  our  dominions 
in  North  America.  All  they  had  at  heart  was  the 
sovereignty  of  Randers,  under  the  name  of  a  bar- 
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rier,  and  to  stipulate  what  they  could  for  the  em«^ 
peror,  to  make  him  easy  under  their  encroachments. 
I  can  farther  assure  your  grace,  before  any  proposals 
were  sent  here  from  France,  and  ever  since,  until 
within  these  few  months,  the  Dutch  have  been 
endeavouring  constantly,  by  private  intrigues  with 
that  court,  to  undermine  us,  and  put  themselves  at 
the  head  of  ia  treaty  of  peace ;  which  is  a  truth  that 
perhaps  the  world  may  soon  be  informed  in,  with 
sever^tl  others  that  Me  little  known.  *  Besides,  my 
lord,  I  doubt  whether  you  have  sufficiently  reflected 
on  the  condition  of  this  kingdom,*  and  the  possibi* 
lity  of  pursuing  the  war  at  that  ruinous  rate.  This 
argument  is  not  the  weaker  for  being  often  urged. 
Beside^,  France  is  likely  to  have  a  long  minority ; 
or,  if  not,  perhaps  to  be  engaged  in  a  civil  war. 
And  I  do  not  find  that  in  public  affairs,  human 
wisdom  is  able  to  make  provisions  for  futurity,  which 
are  not  liable  to  a  thousand  accidents.  We  have 
done  all  we  can  ;  and  for  the  rest,  curent  posteri. 

Sir  William  Temple's  Memoirs,  which  you  men« 
tioned,  is  his  first  part,  and  was  publi^heid  twenty 
years  ago ;  it  is  chiefly  the  treaty  of  Niipeguen,  and 
was  so  well  known,  that  I  could  hardly  think  your 
grace  has  not  seen  it. 

I  am  in  some  doubt  whether  a  fall  from  a  horse  be 
suitable  to  the  dignity  of  an  archbishop.  It  is  one 
of  the  chief  advantages  in  a  great  station  that  one 
is  exempt  from  common  accidents  of  that  kind. 
The  late  kingf  indeed  got  a  fall ;  but  his  majesty 
was  a  fox-hunter.     I  question  whether  you  can 


*  Allading  to  the  historical  work  which  he  himself  then  pro* 
jetted.  \ 

f  King  WUliam  III.  was  kiUcd  by  a  Ml  from  his  hme. 
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r<5ad  any  precedent  to  excuse  you;  ismd  therefor^jf 
hope  you  will  commit  no  more  suc)i.  errors :  and 
in  the  memitime,  I  heartily  congratulate  with  youf 
^raee  that  I  can  rally  you  upon  this  accident. 

I  iBun  in  some  fear  that  our  peaee  will  hardly  be 
I^ODchided  in  several  weeks^  by  reason  of  a  certain 
incident  that  could  not  be  foreseen ;  neither  can  I 
tell  whether  the  parliament  will  sit  before  the  ccm-^ 
elusion  of  the  peace ;  because  som^  persons  differ  in 
theil"  polities  stbout  the  matter;  I£  others  were  no 
Wilserthan  I,  your  session  should  not  be  deferred 
Upon  that  account. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
Vonr  grace's  most  dutiful  and  humble  servant, 

JoN;  SwiFt; 


«^ 


FROM  LORD  BOUNGBROKE. 

Thursday  Mornkig,  Two  d'Clo<ik;  Jan;  5,  1712-1 S. 
TiiotjbH  I   have   not  seen,  yet  I  did  not  fail 
td  write  t<i   lord-treasurfer.     Non  fua  res  agituTy 
dear  Jonathan.     It  is  the  treasurer's  caus^ ;  *  it  is 


*  About  diia  time  it  would  seem  Swiift  wa^  solicitiug  6ome  pi^ 
ferment ;  and  also  that  he  thought  the  lord.treasurer  negligent  of 
liis  interest.  On  the  26th  December,  he  informs  Stella,  *'  he 
dined  with  the  lord-treasurer,  who  chid  him  for  being  absent 
three  days — Mighty  kind  with  a  p— !  less  of  civility  and  more 
of  interest."  Bolingbroke  always  insistol  that  Oxford  was 
.  |)ack.ward  in  assisting  Swift's  promotion.  Probably  the  treasurer 
Was  unwilling  to  own  how  little  the  queen^s  prejudice  against  our 
Author  left  it  in  bis  power  to  serye  him.    Swift^  howeVec^  begdu 
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my  cause ;  it  is  every  man's  cause,  who  is  embarked 
on  our  bottom.  Depend  upon  it,  that  I  never  will 
neglect  any  opportunity  of  showing  that  true  esteem^ 
that  sincere  affection,  and  honest  friendship  for  yt>if| 
which  fill  the  breast  of  your  faithful  friend, 

30LIN6BR0KB. 


TO  THE  DUKE  OF  ARGYUU* 

My  Lord, 
I   would  myself  have  delivered  the  answer  I 
«ent  yesterday  to  your  grace  at  court  by  Dr  Arbuthr 


to  turn  Uopfttietit  of  the  state  of  d«peiide«oe  in  which  be  ww 
iLept,  and  ino,rti$e4  Iff  jrepeatexl  diij^pp9inioiei>t0..  Sjoe  YifL  III. 
p.  TO5. 

*  That  the  I}a|[e  of  Av'g}^^  f^^  S^^i^t  were  once  apon  an  ea« 
cellent  footinfi;,  appears  from  Various  passages  in  Swift's  Joaniai. 
The  J>reaeh  between  tbeni  wim  l>roiif{iU  to  a  climaxt  by  Swift'^ 
pamphlet,  entitled  the  *^  Public  Sp/irit  q/  the  >yhig8,**  in  which 
the  scotish  nation  were  treated  in  such  derogatory  terms,  that 
the  whole  Scotish  peers  went  in  a  body  to  court,  with  the  Dake 
of  Ai|^yll  at  their  head,  to  demand  the  exemplary  punishment  of 
the  author;  and  a  reward  of  L.SOO  was  o^red  by  the  queen  tp 
any  person  who  wo\ild  maic.e  him  kno^.n*  ^ut  the  difference  aU 
iuded  to  in  this  letter  is  of  a  prior  date.  The  Duke  of  Argyll 
had  already  quarrelled  with  oiioisters,  and  even  supported  a  biU 
w^ich  was  brought  into  parliament  for  dissol?iog  the  union,  uu« 
der  pretence  it  ha4  been  infringed  by  jthe  English.  The  cy^y, 
therefore,  of  the  Duke  pf  Argyll's  dissati^action  with  S^ift,  a 
.warm  supporter  of  administration,  and  no  friend  to  ^>)tiaod, 
is  very  ODTipus ;  nor  does  it  apjiear  that  tbey  v»ere  evi^/ after- 
wards reconciled.  In  his  remarks  on  the  characters  drawn  by 
Mackay  or  Davies^  Swift  stigmatizes  the  duke  as  an  ^^  ambitious, 
coretous,  cunning  Scot,  who  has  no  principle  bnt  his  own  in* 
Jterestand  greatness.  A  true  Scot  ia  his  whole  conduct'*  Vol^  X« 

jp.3ir,  '• 
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iiQt,  if  I  had  not  thought  the  right  of  complaining 
to  be  on  my  side :  for,  I  think  it  was  my  due,  that 
you  should  have  immediately  told  me  whatever 
you  had  heard  amiss  of  my  conduct  to  your  grace. 
When  I  had  the  honour  to  be  first  known  to  those 
in  the  ministry,  I  made  it  an  express  condition, 
*^  that  whoever  did  me  ill  offices,  they  should  in- 
form me  of  what  was  said,  and  hear  my  vindica^ 
tion;  that  I  might  not  be  mortified  with  counte- 
nances estranged  of  the  sudden,  and  be  at  a  loss 
for  the  cause."  And  I  think,  there  is  no  person 
alive,  whose  favour  or  protection  I  would  purchase 
at  that  expense.  I  could  not  speak  to  the  disad- 
vaintage  of  your  grace  without  being  ungrateful 
(which  is  an  ill  word)  since  you  were  pleased  vo- 
luntarily to  make  so  many  professions  of  favour  to 
me  for  some  years  past ;  and  your  being  a  duke  and 
a  general  would  have  swayed  me  not  at  all  in  my 
respect  for  your  person,  if  I  had  not  thought  you 
to  abound  in  qualities,  which  I  wish  were  easier  to 
to  be  found  in  those  of  your  rank.  I  have,  indeed, 
sometimes  heard  what  your  grace  was  told  I  re- 
ported ;  but  as  I  am  a  stranger  to  coffeehouses,  so 
it  is  a  great  deal  below  me  to  spread  coffeehouse 
reports.  This  accusation  is  a  little  the  harder  upon 
me,  because  I  have  always  appeared  fond  of  your 
grace's  character ;  and  have,  with  great  industry, 
related  several  of  your  generous  actions,  oil  purpose 
t^  remove  the  imputation  of  the  only  real  fault*  (for 
I  say  nothing  of  common  frailties)  which  1  ever 
Jieard  lai<d  to  your  charge.  1  confess,  I  have  often 
thought  thaf  Homer's  description  of  Achilles  Ipore 


^  Probably  his  impetuous  ambition|  as  would  appear  from 
comparing  him  to  Achilles. 
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some  resemblance  to  your  grace,  but  I  do  not  re- 
member that  ever  I  said  so.  At  the  same  time,  I 
think  few  men  were  ever  bom  with  nobler  qualities 
to  fill  and  adorn  every  office  of  a  subject,  a  friend 
and  a  protector,  &c. 


FROM  ROBERT  HUNTER,  ESa* 

New.York,  March  1,  1713.15. 

I  «rHiNK  I  am  indebted  to  you  for  two  letters, 
and  should  have  continued  so,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  apprehension  of  your  putting  a  wrong  con- 
struction upon  my  neglect.  My  friends  being  few 
in  number,  I  would  not  willingly,  or  by  my  own 
fault,  neglect  nor  lose  those  I  have.  The  true  cause 
is  this.  My  unhappy  circumstances  have  so  soured 
me,  that  whatever  I  write  must  be  vinegar  and  gall 
to  a  man  of  your  mirth.  For  the  better  understand- 
ing of  which,  be  pleased  to  read  them  in  the  words 
of  one  of  my  most  renowned  predecessors,  f  Qnand^ 
pensi  venir  a  este  goviemo  a  comer  caUente^  y  a 


^  Brigadier  Hunter,  goTenior  of  New-Tork  and  New.  Jersey, 

wlio  was  afterwards  appointed  governor  and  captaip-general  of 

Jaiuuca,  in  the  room  of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  who  died  theit^ 

July  4,  17^. — U.    See  a  letter  to  this  gentleman,  in  the  pre» 

^    ceding  volume. 

*'        ^'  +  The  sapient  Stncho  F^nza.     **  When  I  thought,  as  being  a 

''       gOT^aor^.to  have  a  bellyful  of  good  hot  victuals  and  cool  liquor, 

'  and  to  refresh  my  body  ia  Holland  sheets,  and  on  a  toft  feather* 

hid^4  '^  ^^xo»  to  do  penance  iikea  hsrmit ;  and,  as  1  do  it  up* 

II     wiUingly,  I  atf  afraid  the  devfl  irill  have  me  notwithstanding.^ 

^      MMtm9*9  tramlaiion.  *  ^ 
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hever  frio^  y  a  recrear  tl  cuerpo  entre  sabaneis  de 
Olanday  sobre  colchones  de  ptuma,  he  venido  a  hazer 
penitencia,  como  se  faera  Ermetanno,  y  c6mo  no  la 
hago  de  rne  volontad^  penso  que  al  cabo  al  cabo,  me 
ha  de  ueoar  el  diablo.  This  worthy  wns  indeed  but 
a  type  of  me,  of  which  I  could  fully  convince  vou 
by  an  exact  parallel  between  our  administrations 
and  circumsances,  which  I  shall  reserve  to  another 
Opportunity. 

The  truth  of  the  matter  is  this:  I  am  used  like  9. 
dog  after  having  done  all  that  is  ia  the  power  of 
man  to  deserve  a  better  treatment,  so  that  I  am  now 
quite  jaded.  Male  vehi  mab  alto  gubemante^  quhn 
tarn  mails  rectoribus  bene  gubernare. 

The  approaching  peace  will  give  leisure  to  the 
ministry  to  think  of  proper  remedies  for  the  dis- 
tracted state  of  all  the  provinces ;  but  of  this  more 
particularly,  the  importance  of  it  by  its  situation 
being  greater,  and  the  danger  by  their  conduct  more 
imminent  than  that  of  the  rest.  I  have  done  my 
duty  in  representing  their  proceedings,  and  warning 
them  of  the  consequences ;  and  there  I  leave  it. 
Neque  tarn  me  tufXTi^r/*  consolatur  ut  aiftea  quam 
ptJ\ict^oftA^  qud  nulla  in  re  tarn  tUor  qudm  in  hdc  civili 
et  publica.  I  have  purchased  a  seat  for  a  bishop^ 
and  by  orders  from  the  society  have  given  directtib 
to  prepare  it  for  his  reception.  You  once  upon  a  day 
gave  me  hopes  of  seeing  you  there.  It  would  be  to 
me  no  small  relief  to  have  so  good  a  friend  to  com- 
plain  to.  What  it  would  be  to  you  to  hear  me  whea 
you  could  not  help  me,  I  know  not.  Catera  desun$ 
-=— for  the  post  cannot  stay.     Adieu*  ..  ^  ^ 

I  am,  yery  sincerely,  your*s, 

R.  Hunter, 


■.  ."    r- 
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IPROM  THE  SAME. 

New.York,  March  U,  1713.15. 

QuoNORGH  quaniou  diadadega  gcnero^hqua  ague^ 
gon  tchitchendgarei ;  oVi  lest  you  should  not  have 
your  Iroquoise  Dictionary  at  hand,  "  Brother,  t 
honour  you  and  all  your  tribe  ;*  though  that  is  to 
1^  taken  cum  grano  salts;   for  one  of  them  has 
done  me  much  barm.     God  re\yard  him,  &c.     For 
that,  and  what  you  want  to  ^  know  besides  relating 
to  me,  I  refer  you  to  the  bearer,  Mr  Sharp,  our 
chaplain ;  a  very  worthy,  ingenious,  and  conscien- 
.tious  clergyman.     I  wrote  to  you  some  time  ago 
by  a  merchant  ship,  and  therein  gave  you  some 
hints  of  my  sufferingsi  which  are  not  oiminished 
since  that  time.     In  hopes  of  a  better  settlement, 
i   wished  for  your  company.     Until  that  con;ies, 
i  can  contribute  to  nothing  but  your  spleen.     Here 
is  the  finest  air  to  live  upon  in  the  universe ;  and 
if  our  trees  and  birds  could  speak,  and  our  assem- 
blytnen    be    silent^    the    finest    conversation    too. 
Fert  omnia  UlhiSi  but  not  for  me.     For  you  must 
.  understand,  according  to  the  custom  of  our  country, 
the  sachems  are  of  the  poorest  of  the  people.     I 
have  got  the  wrong  side  of  Sir  Polidore's  office; 
a  great  d^al  to  do,  and  nothing  to  receive.     In  a 
word,   and  to  be  serious    at    last,    1    have  spent 
three  years  of  life  in  such  torment  and  vexation, 
that  nothing  in  life  can  ever  make  amends  for  it. 
Tu  interim  sis  latus,  et  memor  nostrilm.     Vale. 


VOL.  XVI. 
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TO  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 

London,  March  28,  1715* 
My  Lord, 
Although  yout*  humour  of  delaying,  which  is  a 
good  deal  in  fashion,  might  seiVe  me  for  authority 
and  example  in .  not  sooner  acknowledging  your 
grace*s  letter,  I  shall  not  make  that  use  of  it;  but 
naturally  tell  you,  that  the  public  delay  has  been 
the  cause  of  mine.     We  have  lived  almost  these 
two  months  past  by  the  week,  expecting  that  par- 
liament would  meet,  and  the  queen  tell  them  that 
the  peace  was  signed.     But  unforeseen  difficulties 
have  arisen,  partly  by  some  mistakes  in  our  ple- 
nipotentiaries, aii  well  as  of  those  of  France,   too 
long  to  trouble  your  grace  with,   since  we  now 
reckon  all  will  be  at  ah  end ;  and  the  queen  has 
sent  new  powers  to  Utrecht,  which  her  ministers 
there  must  obey,  I  think,  or  be  left  without  ex- 
cuse-    The  peace  will  be  signed  with  France,  Hol- 
land, the  emperor,  Savoy,  Portugal,  and  England: 
but  Spain  has  yet  no  minister  at  Utrecht,  the  Dutch 
making  diflSeulties  about  tlie  Duke  D'Ossune's  pass- 
ports ;  but  the  Marquis  dfe  Montellion  will  soon  be- 
gin his  journey ;  at  least  he  tells  me  so.     However^ 
it  is  of  no  great  moment  whether  Spain  comes  in  no-w, 
or  a  month  hence;  and  the  parliament  will  be  satis- 
fied with  the  rest.     People  here  have  grumbled  at 
those  prorogations  until  they  are  weary :  but  they 
are  not  very  convenient,  considering  how  many 
funds  are  out,  and  how  late  it  is  in  the  year.     They 
think   of  taking  off  two  shillings  in  the   pound 
from  the  land-tax;  which    I   always  argued  ear- 
nestly against :  but  the  court  has  a  mind  to  humour 
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the  country  gentlemen,  and  the  thing  is  popular 
enough ;  but  then  we  must  borrow  upon  new  funds^ 
which  it  will  be  of  the  last  difficulty  to  invent  or  to 
raise.     The  other  party  are  employed  in  spreading 
a  report  most  industriously,  that  the  lord^treasurer 
intends,  after  the  peace,  to  declare  for  the  whigs* 
They  have  spread  it  \n  Scotland,  to  prepare  people 
for  the  next  election ;  and  Mr  Annesley  told  me  the 
other  day  at  my  lord  steward's,  that  he  had  heard  I 
writ  the  same  to  my  friends  in  Ireland ;  which,  as 
it  b  wholly  without  ground,  so  the  fact  is  what  I 
never  had  the  least  bdief  of,  although  your  lord- 
ship is  somewhat  of  his  grace's  mind,  in  not  refus- 
ing to  converse  with  his  greatest  enemies :    and 
therefore  he  is  censured,  as  you  say  you  are,  upon 
the  same  account.     And  to  those  who  charge  him 
with  it  (as  some  are  free  enough  to  do  it),  he  only 
sayfi,  his  friends  ought  to  trust  him;  and  I  have 
some  reason  to  believe,  that  after  a  peace,  the  direct 
contrary  will  appear.    For  my  own  part,  I  entirely 
agree  with  your  grace,  that  a  fre,e  man  ought  not  to 
confine  his  converse  to  any  one  party ;  neither  would 
I  do  so,  if  I  were  free ;  but  I  am  not,  and  perhs^s 
much  less  is  a  great  minister  in  such  a  juncture  as 
this.     Among  many  qualities  I  have  observed  in  the 
treasurer,  there  is  one  which  is  something  singulary 
that  he  will  be  under  an  imputation,  how  wrong 
soever^  without  the  pains  of  clearing  himself  to  his 
nearest  friends,  which  is  owing  to  great  integrity^ 
gre^  courage,  or  great  contempt  of  censure*     I 
jkinow  he  has  abundance  of  the  two  last,  and  I  be* 
lieve  he  has  the  first,  ♦ 


*  Resenre  and  retenu^^    under  all  modificatioas,    vere  tbe 
teadiog  features  of  Oxford's  political  character* 
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Your  grace's  observations  on  the  French  dexterity 
in  negotiation,  as  well  as  their  ill  faith,  are  certainly- 
right  ;  but  let  both  be  as  great  possible,  we  must 
treat  with  them  one  time  or  other;  and  if  ministers 
.  will  not  be  upon  their  guard  against  such  notortoiis 
managers,  they  are  altogether  inexcuKable.     But  I 
do  assure  your  grace,  that  as  it  has  fallen  in  my  way 
to  know  more  of  the  steps  of  this  whole  treaty,  than 
perhaps  any  one  man  beside,  I  cannot  see  that  any 
thing  in  the  power  of  hutiian  prudence,  under  many 
difficult  conjunctures,  has  been  omitted.     We  have 
been  forced  to  conceal  the  best  side,  which  I  agree 
has  beeti  Unfortunate  and  unpopular ;  but  you  will 
please  to  consider  that  this  way  of  every  subject  in- 
terposing their  sentiments  upon  the  management  of 
foreign  negotiations,  is  a  very  new  thing  among  us: 
and  the  suffering  it  has  been  thought,  in  the  dpinidn 
of  wise  men,  too  great  a  strain  up6n  the  prerogative ; 
especially  giving  a  detail  of  particulars,  which,  in 
the  variety  of  events,  cannot  be  ascertained  during 
the  course  of  a  treaty. — I  could  easily  answer  the 
objection  of  your  grace's  friends  in  relation  to  the 
T>utch,  and  vvhy  they  made  those  difficulties  at  the 
Hague  and  Gertruydenberg.     And  when  the'  whoJe 
story  of  these  two  last  intriguing  years  comes  to  he 
published,  the  world  will  have  other  notions  of  our 
proceedings.  •  This  perhaps  will  not  be  long  tmtold, 
and  might  already  have  been,  if  other  people  had 
been  no  wiser  than  I.     After  all,  my  lord,  I  grant 
that  from  a  distant  view  o(  thitlgs,  abundance  of 
objections  may  be  raised  against  mgtny  psfcrts  of  erur 
conduct.     But  the  difficulties  which  gave  room  to 


*  He  was  now  meditating  that  vindication  of  the  peace  of  VU 
recht,  which  is  to  be  fonnd  in  the  ^<  History  of  the  Four  last 
Years  of  the  Queen.**    See  Vol.  V. 
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these  objections  are  not  seen,  and  perhaps  some  of 
them  will  never  appear ;  neither  may  it  be  conve- 
nient they  should.  If  in  the  end  it  appears  that  we 
have  made  a  good  bargain  for  you,  we  hope  you 
will  take  it  without  entering  too  nicely  into  the 
circumstances.  I  will  not  undertake  to  defend  our 
proceedings  against  any  man  who  will  not  allow 
this  postulatum,  that  it  was  impossible  to  carry  on 
the  war  any  longer ;  which^  whoever  denies,  either 
has  not  examined  the  state  of  the  nation  with 
respect  to  its  debts,  or  depies  it  from  the  spirit  of 
party.  When  a  friend  of  mine  objected  this  to  lyord 
Nottingham,  he  freely  confessed  it  was  a  thing  he 
had  never  considered.  But,  however,  he  would  be 
against  any  peace  without  Spain ;  and  why  ?  because 
he  was  not  privy  seal.  But  then,  why  does  he  vote 
with  the  whigs  in  every  thing  else,  although  peace 
has  no  concern  ?  because  he  was  not  privy  seal.  I 
hope  my  lord,  we  shall  in  time  unriddle  you  many 
a  dark  problem,  and  let  you  see  that  faction,  rage, 
reb^lion,  revenge,  and  ambition,  were  deeply 
rooted  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  have  been  the 
great  obstructors  of  the  queen's  measures,  and  of 
the  kingdom's  happiness ;  and  if  I  am  not  mis- 
taken, such  a  scene  may  open,  as  will  leave  the 
present  age  and  posterity  little  room  to  doubt  who 
were  the  real  friends  and  real  enemies  of  their 
country.  At  the  same  time  I  know  nothing  is  so 
r^sh  as  predicting  upon  the  events  of  public  coun« 
cils  i  and  I  see  many  accidents  very  possible  to  hap- 
pen which  may  soon  defeat  all  my  wise  conjectures. 
1  am,  my  Lord, 

Your  grace's  most  dutiful, 

and  most  humble  obedient  servant, 

JoN.  Swift. 
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FROM  MR  PRIOR.  ♦ 

Paris,  April  8, 1713. 

ipRAY  take  this  word  writ  after  our  packet  is 
closed,  and  the  messenger  staying  for  it,  as  an  equi- 
valent for  your  dispatches  at  midnight  when  the 
writer  was  half  asleep.     Hang  me  if  I  know  how 
to  go  on,  though  I  am  in  a  country  where  every 
body  does  not  only  write  letters  but  print  them. 
Our  great  affair  goes  on  very  successfully*     We 
transmit  the  Spanish  treaty,  concluded  at  Madrid, 
for  your  approbsition  in  England,  and  transmission 
to  Utrecht;  after  which  I  think,  pax  sit  will  become 
authentic  Latin :  after  which,  I   suppose,  our  so- 
ciety will  flourish,  and  I  shall  have  nothing  to  do 
but  to  partake  of  that  universal  protection,  which  it 
will  receive.      In  the  mean  time,   pray  give  my 
great  respects  to  our  brethren :  f  and  tell  them  that, 
while  in  hopes  of  being  favoured,  they  are  spending 
their  own  money,  I  am  advancing  my  interest  in 
the  French  language,  and  forgetting  my  own  mo^ 
ther  tongue.     But  we  shall  have  time  enough  to 
perfect  our  English  when  we  have  done  with  other 
matters.     I  want  mightily  to  hear  from  lord-trea* 
surer.     Tell  him  so.     I  owe  brother  Arbuthnot  a 
letter.     Excuse  my  not  writing  to  him,  till  I  know 
tvhat  to  say.     I  cannot  find  Vanhomrigh  {  since  he 


♦  At  that  time  plenipotentiary  to  France, — H. 

+  The  sixteen.  See  note  to  a  letter  from  Lord  Harley  to  Swift, 
dated  July  17,  l7l4.— H. 

\  One  of  the  brothers  of  Vanessa.  See  the  letter  to  MisB 
Esther  Vanhomrigh^  dated  July  S,  1713.— H* 
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brought  me  your  letter.  I  have  a  rarity  of  a  book 
to  send  you  by  the  first  fair  occasion.  It  makes 
but  little  of  the  English  wit,  "  The  Guardian;''  but, 
possibly,  I  do  not  enter  into  his  design.  Let  Lord 
Bolingbroke  know  I  love  him  mightily ;  and  pray 
do  you  as  much  for  Dick  Skelton.  Adieu,  my  good 
friend. 

I  am,  very  truly, 

Your  obedient  and  faithful  servant, 

M.  Prior. 


FROM  EARL  POULETT.^ 

April,  Sanday  Afternoon. 

I  WAS  called  away  presently  after  chapel  upon 
some  business  which  hindered  my  going  up  stairs  at 
St  Jameses,  and  occasions  Dr  Swift  the  trouble  of 
this,  to  make  my  excuse  for  not  returning  the  paper, 
which  I  here  send  you ;  and  though  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  serve  you  in  any  proportion  to  my  un- 
feigned respects  for  you,  yet  I  would  not  be  want- 
ing, on  my  part,  in  any  opportunity  where  I  can, 
to  express  myself. 

Sir,  your  most  faithful  humble  servant, 

POULETT. 


*  Indorsed  <<  Lord-steward,  1713."  This  nobleman  b  de- 
scribed  by  Daries  as  rety  leaned,  rirtuous,  and  hononrable,  ge- 
nerous to  the  gentry,  and  charitable  to  the  poor ;  and  the  Deui, 
contrary  to  the  usual  purport  of  his  annotations,  seems  to  admit 
the  justice  of  the  applause  such  a  character  conreyst  See  VoL 
X.  p»  306. 
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1 

TO  THE  REV.  MR  WILLIAM  DRAPER, 

pE^K,  NEAR  BASINGSTOKE,  HAMPSHIRE.  * 

l^^ondon,  April  13,  171d» 
Sir, 
I  AM  ashamed  to  tell  you  bow  ill  a  philosopher  1 
mn,  and  that  a  very  ill  situation  of  my  affairs  for 
three  weeks  past,  made  me  utterly  incapable  of 
answering  your  obliging  letter,  and  thanking  you 
for  your  most  agreeable  copy  of  verses.  The  prints 
will  tell  you  thiat  I  am  condemned  again  to  live  in 
Ireland ;  and  all  that  the  court  and  ministry  did  for 
me  was  to  let  me  choose  my  situation  in  the  country 
>vherel  am  banished,  f  I  could  not  forbear  shqwing 
both  your  letter  and  verses  to  our  great  men,  as  well 
3.S  to  the  men  of  wit  of  my  acquaintance ;  ^nd  they 
were  highly  approved  by  all.  I  am  altogether  ^ 
stranger  to  your  friend  Oppian;  and  am  a  little 
angry  when  those  who  have  a  genius  lay  it  out  in 
translations.  I  question  whether  "  Res  angusta 
domi'*  be  nqt  one  of  your  motives.  Perhaps  you 
want  such  a  bridle  as  a  translation,  for  your  genius 
is  too  friiitful,  as  appears  by  th^  frequency  of  your 
pijnilies  j  find  this  employment  may  teach  you  tQ 


*  First  printed  in  Mr  Seward'p  Biograpliian^,1799,  from  the 
prigin^l  in  the  possession  of  the  Rey.  ]^r  Valpy  of  Reading. 

+  Frpm  this  Mr  Draper  might  infer,'  that  Swift  had  his  choice 
to  be  bishop  of  Dromore,  or  dean  of  St  Fatrick-s  ;  and  perhaps 
our  author,  who  felt  •€onsic(erabiy  mortified  at  the  manner  of  his 
appointment,  had  no  objection  that  a  more  favourable  opinion  ^f 
the  way  in  which  he  had  been  treated  should  be  entertained  b^  the 
pujblic.    See  the  Jonrnal,  pa^es  207,  209. 
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'Write  like  a  modest  man,  as  Shakespeare  expresses 
it. 

I  have  been  minding  my  Lord  Bolingbroke»  Mr 
Harcourt,  and  Sir  William  Windham,  to  solicit  my 
lord  chancellor  to  give  you  a  living,  as  a  business 
which  belongs  to  our  society,  vfho-  assume  the  title 
of  rewarders  of  merit.  They  are  all  very  well  dis- 
posed, and  I  shall  not  fail  to  negociate  for  you 
while  I  stay  In  England,  which  will  not  be  above 
six  weeks ;  but  I  hope  to  return  in  October,  and  if 
you  are  not  then  provided  for,  I  will  move  heaven 
and  earth  that  something  may  be  done  for  you. 
Our  society  has  not  met  of  late,  else  1  would  have 
moved  to  have  two  of  us  sent  in  form  to  request  a 
living  for  you  from  my  lord  chancellor :  and,  if  you 
have  any  way  to  employ  my  services,  I  desire  you 
will  let  me  know  it,  and  believe  me  to  be,  very  sinr 
perely.  Sir, 

your  most  faithful  humble  servant, 

i^ON.   SwiFTt 


FROM  DEAN  ATTERBURY. 

C|iel8ea,  Tuesday  Morningi 
^pril  21,  1713. 

Mr  Dean, 

Give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  that  there  is  no  man 
in  England  more  pleased  with  your  being  preferred 
than  1  am*  I  would  have  told  you  so  myself  at 
your  lodgings,  but  that  my  waiting  confines  me. 
I  had  heard  a  flying  report  of  it  before ;  but  my 
Lord  Bolingbroke  yesterday  confirmed  the  welcome 
news  to  me*     1  could  not  excuse  ipyself  withput 


Digitized  by 


Google 


3S  EPISTOLABY   CORRESPONDENCB* 

saying  thus  much ;  and  I  have  not  time  to  say 
more,  but  that  I  am 

Your  most  affectionate  and  faithful  servant, 

Fr.  Atterbury.  * 


TO  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 

LondoD,  April  30,  1713« 
My  Lord, 
I  HAD  the  honour  of  your  grace*s  letter  of  the 
14th,  which  at  present  I  cannot  answer  particularly : 
I  send  this  to  welcome  your  grace  to  the  Bath, 
where  we  conclude  you  are  now  arrived ;  and  I  hope 
the  design  of  your  journey  is  more  for  prevention 
than  cure.  I  suppose  your  grace  has  heard  that  the 
queen  has  made  Dr  Sterne  bishop  of  Dromore,  and 
that  I  am  to  succeed  him  in  his  deanery.  Dr  Par- 
nell,  who  is  now  in  town,  writ  last  post  to  your 
grace,  to  desire  the  favour  of  you  that  he  may  have 
my  small  prebend :  f  he  thinks  it  will  be  some 
advantage  to  come  into  the  chapter,  where  it  may 
possibly  be  in  my  power  to  serve  hhn  in  a  way 
agreeable  to  him,  although  in  no  degree  equal  to 
his  merits ;  by  which  he  has  distinguished  himself 
so  much,  that  he  is  in  great  esteem  with  the  mi- 
nistry, and  others  of  the  most  valuable  persons  in 


*  Indorsed  by  Dr  Swift,  "  Dr  Atterbury,  April  21,  171S, 
tbont  eleyea  in  the  morning.  I  beliere  all  to  no  purpose.*^  •At 
the  moment  of  receiving  this  congratulatory  letter,  Swift  was  nn. 
certain  of  his  appointment.  The  warrants  were  not  signed  until 
the  23d  April.     See  Journal^  III.  p.  209. 

+  Of  DunlaT^n.^ 
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this  town.  He  has  been  many  years  under  your 
grace's  direction,  and  has  a  very  good  title  to  your 
ravour ;  so  that  I  believe  it  will  be  unnecessary  to 
add  how.  niuch  1  should  be  obliged  to  your  grace's 
compliance  in  this  matter :  and  I  flatter  myself  that 
his  being  agreeable  to  me,  will  be  no  disadvantage 
to  him  in  your  grace's  opinion. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  my  Lord, 
Your  grace's  most  dutiful 
and  most  humble  servant, 

JoN.  SwiPT. 


TO  LORD  CHANCELLOR  HARCOURT. 

May,  171S. 
My  Lord, 
I  wonder  your  lordship  would  presume  to  go 
out  of  town  and  leave  me  in  fear  that  I  should  not 
6ee  you  before  I  go  to  Ireland,  which  will  be  in  a 
week.  It  is  a  strange  thing  you  should  prefer 
your  own  health,  and  ease,  and  convenience,  before 
my  satisfaction.  I  want  your  lordship  for  my  so- 
licitor. I  want  your  letter  to  your  younger  brother 
of  Ireland,  *  to  put  him  under  my  government :  I 
want  an  opportunity  of  giving  your  lordship  my 
humblest  thanks,  for  a  hundred  favours  you  have 
done  me :  I  wanted  the  sight  of  your  lordship  this 
day  in  York  buildings,  j*  Pray,  my  lord,  come  to 
town  before  I  leave  it,  and  supply  all  my  wants. 


*  t.  e.  the  chancellor  of  that  kiDgdom. 

f  Lord^treasnrer  Oxford  then  ii? ed  there.— F* 
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Mf  lord-treasurer  u^s  me  barbarously:  appoints 
to  carry  me  to  Kensington^  and  makes  me  walk 
four  miles  at  midnight,  lie  laughs  wben  I  mention 
a  thousand  pounds  which  he  gives  me ;  though  a 
thousand  pounds  is  a  very  serious  thing,  &c. 

•ION.  Swift, 


TO  MR  ADDISON, 

May  18,  1713, 
SlR^ 
I  WAS  told  yesterday,  by  several  persons,  that 
Mr  Steele  had  reflected  upon  me  in  bis  Guardian ; 
which  I  could  hardly  believe,  until,  sending  for  the 
paper  of  the  day,  I  found  he  had,  in  several  parts  of 
It,  insinuated  with  the  utmost  malice,  that  I  was 
author  of  the  Examiner ;  *  and  abused  me  in  the 
grossest  manner  he  could  possibly  invent,  and  sent 
his  name  to  what  he  had  written.  Now,  sir,  if  I 
am  not  author  qf  the  Examiner,  how  will  Mr 
Steele  be  able  to  defend  himself  from  the  impu- 
tation .of  the  highest  degree  of  bareness,  ingratitude, 
and  injustice  ?  Is  he  so  ignorant  of  my  temper,  and 
of  my  style  ?  Has  he  never  heard  that  the  author  of 


♦  In  the  Guardian,  No.  LIII.  Mr  Steele  says,  <^  Thoogh 
•omet^nies  I  hare  been  tol(i  by  familiar  friends,  that  they  saw  me 
such  a  time  talking  to  the  Examiner  ;  others  who  have  rallied  me 
for  the  sins  of  my  youth,  tell  me  it  is  credibly  reported  that  1  hare 
formerly  hnn  with  the  Examiner.  I  hare  carried  my  point ;  and 
it  is  nothing  to  me  whether  the  Examiner  writes  in  the  character 
of  an  estranged  friend^  or  an  exasperated  mistre^sJ^^'r^h^  allii^ 
^ion  is  to  Swift  i|nd  Mrs  Manle^. 
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th^  Examiner  (to  whom  T  am  altogether  a  strattger) 
did,  a  month  or  two  ago^  vindicate  me  from  having 
any  concern  in  it  ?  Should  not  Mr  Steele  hav«  first 
expostulated  with  me  as  a  friend  f  Hare  I  deserved 
this  nsa^  from  Mr  Steele,  who  knows  very  well 
that  my  lord-treasurer  has  kept  him  in  his  employ- 
ment upon  my  entreaty  and  intercession  ?  My  lord 
chancellor  and  Lord  Bolingbroke  will  be  witnesses^ 
how  I  was  reproached  by  my  lord-treasurer,  upon 
the  ill  returns  Mr  Steele  made  to  his  lordship*s  in<> 
dulgence,  &c. 

JoN.  Swift. 


FROM  MR  STEELE. 

May  19,  I7is. 
Sir* 
Mr  Addison  shewed  me  your  letter,  wherein 
you  mention  me.  They  laugh  at  you,  if  they  make 
you  believe  your  interposition  has  kept  me  thus 
long  in  my  office.  If  you  have  spoken  in  my  be- 
half at  any  time,  I  am  glad  I  have  always  treated 
you  with  respect ;  though  I  believe  you  an  accom- 
plice of  the  Examiner's.  In  the  letter  you  are  «.ngry 
at,  you  see  I  have  no  reason  for  being  so  merciful  to 
him,  but  out  of  regard  to  the  im'putation  you  lie 
under.  You  do  not  \i\  direct  terras  say  you  are  not 
concerned  with  him ;  but  make  it  an  argument  of 
your  innocence,  that  the  Examiner  has  declared 
you  have  nothing  to  do  with  him.  I  believe  I 
could  prevail  upon  the  Guardian  to  say  there  was  a 
mistake  in  putting  my  name  in  his  paper  i  but  the 
English  would  laugh  at  us,  should  we  argue  in  so 
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Irish  a  manner.    I  am  heattily  glad  of  your  being 
made  Dean  of  St  Patrick's. 
I  am>  Sir, 

Y(mr  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

RiCHAaD  St££LE. 


TO  MR  STEELE. 


Sir, 


*  ♦  *  *  t  I  D^ay  probably  know  better, 
.  when  they  are  disposed  *  *  *  ♦  # 
The  case  was  thus :  I  did,  with  the  utmost  appli* 
cation,  and  desiring  to  lay  all  my  credit  upon  it, 
desire  Mr  Harley  (as  he  was  then  called)  to  show 
you  mercy.  He  said,  "  He  would,  and  wholly 
upon  my  account :  that  he  would  appoint  you  a 
day  to  see  him :  that  he  would  not  expect  you 
should  quit  any  friend  or  principle/*  Some  days 
after,  he  told  me,  "  He  had  appointed  you  a  day, 
and  you  had  not  kept  it  :'*  upon  which  he  re- 
proached me,  as  engaging  for  more  than  I  could 
answer;  and  advisefd'me  to  more  caution  another 
time.  I  told  him,  and  desired  my  lord  chancellor 
and  Lord  Bolingbroke  to  be  witnesses,  that  I  would 
never  speak  for,  or  against  you,  as  long  as  I  lived : 


f  It  bafl  unluckily  happened  that  two  or  three' lines  haie  been 
torn  by  accident  from  the  beginning  of  this  letter ;  and,  by  the 
same  accident,  two  or  three  lines  are  missing  ton^ard  the  latter. 
party  which  were  written  on  the  back  par^  of  the  paper  which 
was  torn  off*  But  what  remains  of  this  letter,  will,  i  presume* 
be  Tery  satisfactory  to  the  intelligent  reader»-*-»D«  S. 
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©nly  I  woidd  add,  that  it  was  still  my  opinion,  you 
should  have  mercy  till  you  gave  further  provocations. 
Ttiis  is  the  history  of  what  you  think  fit  to  call,  in 
the  spirit  of  insulting,  «  theiV  laughing  at  me :"  and 
you  may  do  it  securely ;  for,  by  the  most  inhuman 
dealings,  you  have  wholly  put  it  out  of  my  power, 
as  a  Christian,  to  do  you  the  least  ill  office.  Next 
1  desire  to  know,  whether  the  greatest  services  ever 
done  by  one  man  to  another,  may  not  have  the 
saaie  turn  as  properly  applied  to  them  ?  And,  once 
more,  suppose  they  did  laugh  at  me,  I  ask  whether 
my  inclinations  to  serve  you,  merit  to  be  rewarded 
by  the  vilest  treatment,  whether  they  succeinJed  or 
not?  If  your  interpretation  were  true,  I  was 
laughed  at  only  for  your  sake  ;  which,  I  think,  is 
going  pretty  far  to  serve  a  friend.  As  to  the  letter  I 
complain  of,  I  appeal  to  your  most  partial  friends, 
whether  you  ought  not  either  to  have  asked,  or 
written  to  me,  or  desired  to  have  been  informed  by 
a  third  hand,  whether  I  were  any  way  concerned  in 
writing  the  Examiner  ?  And  if  I  had  shuffled,  or 
answered  indirectly,  or  affirmed  it,  or  said  I  would 
not  give  you  satisfaction ;  you  might  then  have 
wreaked  your  revenge  with  some  colour  of  justice. 
I  have  several  times  assured  Mr  Addison,  and  fihy 
others,  "  That  I  had  not  the  least  hand  in  writing 
any  of  those  papers ;  and  that  I  had  never  ex- 
changed one  syllable  with  the  supposed  author  *  in 
my  life,  that  I  can  remember,  nor  ever  seen  him 
above  twice,  and  that  in  mixed  company,  in  a 
place  where  he  came  to  pay  his  attendance.  *  One 
thing  more  I  must  observe  to  you,  that  a  year  or 


*  John  Oldisworth,  to  whose  managemeiit  the  Examiner  had 
he^  for  some  time  resigned  hj  S#ift 
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two  ago,  when  some  printers  used  to  brihg  m^  their 
papers  in  manuscript,  I  absolutely  forbid  theto  to 
give  any  hints  against  Mr  Addison  and  you,  and 
some  others;  and  have  frequently  struck  out  re- 
flections upon  you  in  particular,  and  should  (I. be- 
lieve) have  done  it  still,  if  I  had  not  wholly  left  off 
troubling  myself  about  these  kind  of  things. 

I  protest  I  never  saw  any  thing  mote  liable  to 
exception,  than  every  part  is  of  the  letter  you  were 
pleased  to  write  me.  You  plead,  "  That  I  do  not 
in  mine  to  Mr  Addison^  in  direct  terms,  say  I  am 
not  concerned  in  the  Examiner^  And  is  that  an 
excuse  for  the  most  savage  injuries  in  the  world  a 
week  before  ?  How  far  you  can  prevail  with  the 
Guardian,  I  shall  not  trouble  myself  to  inquire ; 
and  am  more  concerned  how  you  will  clear  your 
own  honour  and  conscience,  than  my  reputation. 
i  shall  hardly  lose  one  friend  by  what  you  f  ♦  * 
I  know  not  any  »  *  *  *  laugh  at  me  for  any 
*  •  *•  absurdity  of  yours.  There  are  solecisms 
in  morals  as  well  as  in  languages ;  and  to  which  of 
the  virtues  you  will  reconcile  your  conduct  to  me, 
is  past  my  imagination.  Be  pleased  to  put  the^e 
questions  to  yourself:  "  If  Dr  Swift  be  entirely 
innocent  of  what  I  accuse  him^  how  shall  I  be  able 
to  make  him  satisfaction  ?  And  how  do  I  know  but 
he  may  be  entirely  innocent  ?  If  he  was  laughed  at 
only  because  he  solicited  for  me,  is  that  a  sufficient 
reason  for  me  to  say  the  vilest  things  of  him  in 
print  under  my  hand,  without  any  provocation  ? 
And  how  do  I  know  but  he  may  be  in  the  right, 
when  he  says  I  was  kept  in  my  employment  at  his. 


f  Here  the  manuscript  is  torn.-^D.  S. 
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interposition  ?  If  he  never  once  reflected  on  me  the 
least  in  any  paper,  and  has  hindered  many  others 
from  doing  it,  how  can  [  justify  myself,  for  endea* 
Vouring  in  mine^  to  ruin  hb  credit  as  a  Christian 
and  a  clergyman  V* 
I  am.  Sir,  yom"  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JoN.  SwiFTi 


^ROU  SIR  THOMAS  HaNMEU* 

Tneiday. 
Sir, 
I  KEEP  only  the  list  book,  f  which  1  shdll  havd 
gone  through  before  night.  The  rest  I  send  you^ 
with  the  very  few  observations  I  made  upon  them^ 
which  yet  were  as  many  as  I  Could  see  any  occasion 
for ;  though,  I  do  assure  you^  I  i*ead  with  the  same 
strictness  and  ill-nature  as  in  the  former  part. 

I  am^  your  most  humble  servant,  &c. 

Tho.  HANMmt. 

to  ARCHBISHOP  KiNG. 

'  London^  May  23|  1?13« 

My  LoiiDi 
t  HAD  the  honour  of  a  letter  from  your  grace^ 
the  18th  instant,  frmn  Chester^    I  was  confidently 

♦Indorsed,  <«  RecciTedaboiit Mfty,  17l3f."-^H. 
t  Of  the  MS.  Hifitory  i>f  the  Peace  of  Utiecht.-.«Bi 
Vol.  XVI,  E 
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told,  about  three  weeks  ago,  that  your  grace  Was 
expected  every  day  aLt  the  Bath ;  and  you  will  find 
a  letter  there  as  old  as  that,  with  a  requisition  in 
favour  of  Dr  Parnell,  who,  by  his  own  mi^rit,  is  in 
the  esteem  of  the  chief  ministers  here.  I  am  very 
sensible,  that  the  loss  your  grace  has  suffered  in  the 
removal  of  Dr  Sterne,  will  never  be  made  up  by  me, 
upon  a  great  many  accounts :  however,  I  shall  not 
yield  to  him  in  respect  and  veneration  for  your' 
grace*s  character  and  person ;  and  I  return  you  my 
most  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  offer  you 
make  me  of  your  favour  and  protection.  I  think 
•  to  set  out  for  Ireland  on  Monday -sevennight,  to  be 
there  before  the  term  ends ;  for  so  they  advise  me, 
because  the  long  vacation  follows,  in  which  1  can- 
not take  the  oaths,  unless  at  a  quarter-sessions ; 
and  I  had  better  have  two  chances  than  one.  This 
willhinder  me  from  paying  my  respects  to  your 
grace  at  the  Bath  ;  and  indeed  my  own  health 
would  be  better,  I  believe,  if  I  could  pass  a  few 
weeks  there :  but  my  remedy  shall  'be  riding,  and 
a  sea  voyage.  1  have  been  mquiring,  and  am  told 
your  grace's  cause  will  hardly  come  on  this  session; 
but  indeed  I  have  been  so  much  out  of  order  for 
these  ten  days  past,  that  I  have  been  able  to  do  no- 
thhig. 

As  to  the  spire  to  be  erected  on  St  Patrick's 
steeple,  *  I  lam  apt  to  think  it  will  cost  more  than 


^  Dr  Sterne  (predecessor  to  Dr  Swift,  as  Dean  of  St  Fatrick's 
jCathedral,  Dnblin,  afterward  Bishop  of  Dromore,  from  whence^ 
he  was  translated  to  the  see  of  Clogher)  left  L.  1200  to  erect  a 
spire  on  the  top  of  that  steeple,  which  was  built  a  few  years  after 
bis  lordship's  death.  It  is  an  octagon  of  man  j  fe&t  high,  bnilt  of 
white  hard  movntain  stone,  with  a  gilt  ball  at  the  top  of  it,  ^hick  . 
may  be  seen  at  the  distance  of  many  mite.— F* 
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is  imagined;  and  I  am  confident  that  no  bricks 
made  in  that  part  of  Ireland,  will  bear  being  ex- 
posed so  much  to  the  air :  however,  I  shall  inquire 
among  some  architects  here. 

I  hope  your  grace  will  find  a  return  of  your  health 
in  the  place  where  you  are.     I  humbly  beg  your 
Messing ;  and  remain,  with  great  respect,  my  Lord^ 
Your  grace's 

most  dutiful  and  most  humble  servant, 

Jon.  Swift  » 


FROM  MR  STEELE. 

Bloomtburj,  Ifay  26, 1713, 
Sir 
I  HAVE  received  your's,  and  find  it  impossible 
for  a  man  to  jddge  in  his  own  case.  For  an  allusion 
to  you,  as  one  under  the  imputation  of  helping  the 
Examiner,  and  owning  I  was  restrained  out  of  re- 
spect to  you,  you  tell  Addison^  under  your  hand, 
^  you  think  me  the  vilest  of  mankind,*'  and  bid 
him  tell  me  so.  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  any  kind 
things  said  in  my  behalf  to  the  treasur0r ;  and  as- 
sure you,  when  you  were  in  Ireland,  you  were  the 
constant  subject  of  my  talk  to  men  in  power  at  that 
time.  As  to  the  vilest  of  mankind,  it  would  be  a 
glorious  world  if  I  were :  for  I  would  not  conceal 
niv  thoughts  in  favour  of  an  ii\jure4  man,  though 
w  the  powers  on  earth  gainsaid  it,  to.be  made  the 
first  man  in  the  nation.  This  position,  I  know^ 
will  ever  obstruct  my  way  in  the  world ;  and  I  have 
conquered  my  desires  accordingly.  I  have  resolved 
to  9<mtem  mys^  with  whut  I  ifm  get  by  my  QWft 
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industry^  and  the  improvement  of  a  small  estate, 
without  being  anxious  whether  I  am  ever  in  a  court 
again  or  not.  I  do  assure  you,  T  do  not  speak  this 
calmly,  after  the  ill  usage  in  your  letter  to  Addison, 
out  of  terror  of  your  wit,  or  my  lord-treasurer's 
power;  but  pure  kindness  to  the  s^reeable  qualities 
i  once  so  passionately  delighted  'm*  in  you.  You 
know,  I  know  nobody ;  but  one  that  talked  after' 
you,  could  tell,  ^  Addison  had  bridled  me  in  point 
of  party."  This  was  ill  hinted,  both  with  relation 
to  him,  and.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Richard  Steele. 

I  know  no  party  ;  but  the  truth  of  the  question  is 
what  I  will  support  as  well  as  I  can,  when  any 
qfian  I  honour  is  attacked. 

TO  MR  STEELE. 

May«T,  1713* 

Sm, 

The  reason  I  give  you  the  trouble  of  this  reply 
to  your  letter^  is  because  I  am  going  in  a  v^ry  few 
days  to  Irelatid;  and  although  I  intended  to  return 
toward  winter,  yet  It  may  happen,  from  the  com«* 
mon  accidents  of  life,  that  I  may  never  see  you 
agkin.  .     ^ 

In  your  yesterday's  letter,  you  are  pleased  to  take 
the  complaining  side,  and  think  it  hard  I  should  Write 
to  Mr  Addison  as  I  did,  only  for  an  allusion.  This 
alhisicHi  was  only  calling  a  clergyman  of  some  Jiiile 
distinction  an  infidel :  a  clergyman  who  was  yonp 
friend,«who  always  loved  you,  who  had  endeavoured 
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iKt  least  to  serve  you;  and  who,  whenever  he  did 
wrile  any  thing,  made  it  sacred  to  himself  never  to 
fiiskg  out  the  least  hint  a^^inst  yon. 

One  thing  you  are  pleased  to  fix  on  me,  as  what 
you  are  sure  of;  that  the  Examiner  had  talked  after 
me^  when  he  said,  "  Mr  Addison  had  bridled  you 
in  point  of  party."  I  do  not  read  one  in  six  of 
tho^se  papers,  nor  ever  knew  he  had  such  a  passage; 
and  I  am  so  ignorant  of  this,  that  I  cannot  tell 
what  it  means :  whether,  that  Mr  Addison  kept 
you  close  to  a  party,  or  that  he  hindered  you  from 
writing  about  party.  I  never  talked  or  writ  to 
that  author  in  my  life ;  so  that  he  could  not  have 
learned  it  from  me.  And  in  short,  I  solemnly  af- 
firmj  that  with  relation  to  every  friend  I  have,  I 
am  as  innocent,  as  it  is  possible  for  a  human  crea- 
ture to  be.  And  whether  you  believe  me  or  noU 
I  think,  with  submission,  you  ought  to  act  as  if 
you  believed  me,  till  you  have  demonstration  to 
the  contrary.  I  have  all  the  ministry  to  be  my 
witnesses,  that  there  is  hardly  a  man  <m  wit  of  the 
adverse  party,'  whom  I  have  not  been  so  bold  as  to 
recommend  often  and  with  earnestness  to^them: 
for,  I  think,  principles  at  present  are  quite  out 
of  the  case,  and  that  we  dispute  wholly  about  per- 
sons. Tn  these  last  you  and  I  differ;  but  in  the 
other  I  think,  we  agree :  for  I  have  in  print  pro- 
fessed myself  in  politics,  to  be  what  we  formerly 
called  a  whig. 

As  to  the  great  man  *  whose  defence  you  under- 
take ;  though  I  do  not  think  so  well  of  him  as  you 
do,  yet  I  have  been  the  cause  of  preventing  five 
hundred  b;ird  things  being  said  against  him. 


*  The  Diik^  of  Marlborough.— D.  S. 
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I  am  sensible  I  have  talked  too  much  whea 
myself  is  the  subject :  therefore  1  conclude  with 
sincere  wishes  for  your  health  and  prosperity,  and 
am>  Sir,  ' 

Your'si  &c,  -'       . 

Jon.  Swift* 

You  cannot  but  remember^  that  in  the  only  thing  I 
ever  published  with  my  name,  I  took  care  to  cele- 
brate you  as  much  as  I  could,  and  in  as  handsome 
a  manner,  though  it  was  ii^  a  letter  Xq  the  present 
lordrtreasurj^.^ 


tROM  ERASMUS  LEWIS,  ESat 

Whitehall,  Jone  2,  17tS. 
1  HOPE  this  will  meet  you  at  Chester,  and  tha;t 
your  passage  at  sea  will  be  favoured  with  a^  mild 
weather  as  your  journey  by  land  has  been  these 
two  first  days.  The  division  yesterday,  in  the 
house  of  lords,  was  fiftyrfour  against  fifty-four. 
l?roxies  wene  called  for,  and  we  had  seventejfn  to 
thirteen.  This  is  the  greatest  victory  we  ever  had, 
The  Duke  of  Argyll  and  the  Scotch  were  against 
us  to  a  man.     Lords  \Veymotath  and  Carteret  were 


^  Upon  correcting,  &c.  the  English  tongue,  Steele  is  distin^i 
gnbhed  as  the  ^^  ingenious  gentleman  who,  for  a  long  tipie,  did 
thrice  a-week  divert  or  instruct  the  kingdom  by  hb  papers/'  and 
as  an  <^  author  who  has  tried  the  force  and  compass  of  the  lan» 
guage  with  much  success."    See  Vol.  IX.  p.  358. 

f  Secretary  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  and  member  for  Lcstwithiek 
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with  them.  It  was  very  comical  to  see  the  tories, 
who  voted  with  lord-treasurer  against  the  dissolu^^ 
tion  of  the  union,  under  all  the  perplexities  in  the 
worid,  lest  they  should  be  victorious;  and  the 
Scotch,  who  voted  for  a  bill  of  dissolution,  under 
agonies  lest  they  themselves  should  carry  the  point 
they  pretended  to  desire.  ^  In  all  the  time  I  have 
been  conversant  in  business,  I  never  before  observ* 
ed  both  sides,  at  the  same  time,  acting  parts  which 
they  thought  contrary  to  their  interests.  Let  us 
hear  from  you  sometimes,  and  believe  there  is  no- 
body-with  more  sincerity  your's,  than»  &c. 


FROM  THE  REVEREND  MR  SHARPER 

•4  London,  June  4, 171t. 

Reverbnd  Sir» 
I  WAS  commanded  by  his  excjellency  Brigadier 
Hunter,  governor  of  New- York,  to  deliver  the 
enclosed  with  my  own  hand^  had  I  been  so  happy^ 
for  his  service  and  my  own  satisfaction,  as  to  ha?e 
seen  you  at  London.  I  am  persuaded  your  influ- 
ence here  might  have  contributed  to  create  a  better 
opinion  of  him,  among  some  leading  jnen  in  the 
society  for  propagation  of  the  Gospel  .in  foreign 
parts,  who  have  been  much  iinppsed  on  by  the 
cjamprotts  memorials  of  some  indiscreet  missionaries 


•  See  the  introdactory  noti^  to  f  <  the  Public  Spirit  of  die 
Whigs.'* 

f  Chaphdn  to  Brigadier  Hunter,  goremor  pf  New-York,  and 
iDeotionea.as  a  very  worthy,  ingenions^and  conscientions  clergy- 
in  his  letter  to  Swift^  14th  March  1718.13. 
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abroad.    He  has  the  just  esteem  of  two^thirds  of 
the  clergy  in  his  government,  and  the  greatest  part 
of  the  laity,  who  haw  either  sense*  probity,  or 
honour ;  but  his  adversaries  have  piade  th^  church's 
cattle  a  favourable  handle  for  their  repeated  comr 
plaints,  which,  with  thei  application  of  their  friends 
here,  inake&them  hopeful  of  success. 
,  I  have  been  twelve  years  abroad,  in  the  service  of 
the,  church  }n  America :  the  last  ten  years  were  in 
the  station  of  chaplain  to  her  majesty's  forces  at 
New* York,  where  I  had  the  oppoartunity  of  being 
very  near  to  the  several  governors ;  and  do  assure 
you,  that  if  I  had  ever  observed  in  him  any  inclina- 
tion to  weaken  the  interest  of  the  church  there,  I 
could  not  in  conscience  oiffer  to  excuse  him ;  but  he 
is  better  known  to  you,  than  that  I,  who  am  altoge-? 
ther  unknown,  should  presume  to  give  his  character. 
What  I  beg  leave  to  entreat  of  you  is,  t^  recomr 
mend  me  in  my  endeavours  for  his  •service,  to  the 
advice  and  assistance  of  your  friends.  The  pei^plexity 
pf  all  his  affairs  at  this  time  claims  the  good  offices 
of  all  that  wish  him  well.     If,  in  favour  to  his  ex- 
cellency, you  are  pleased  to  honour  me  with  the 
pardon  of  this,  imd  what  return  the  inclosed  may- 
require,  direct  for  me  to  the  care  of  Mr  James 
Douglas,  merchant,  in  Fen  Court,  Fenchurch  Street, 
London.     I  beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself,  with 
great  respect^  reverend  Sir, 
Ypi|r  pipst  ol^i^nt  and  most  humble  servant, 

John  Shar? fc^ 
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TO  MISS  VANHOMRIGH.* 


Ijaracor,  July  8^  l7id. 

I  STAYED  but  a  fortnight  in  Dublin,  very  sick; 
9nd  returned  not  one  visit  of  a  hundred,  that  were 
made  me ;  but  all  to  the  dean,  and  none  to  the 
doctor.  I  am  riding  here  for  life ;  and  I  think  I  am 
something  better.  I  hate  the  thoughts  of  Dublin, 
ai^id  prefer  a  field-bed,  and  an  earthen-floor,  before 
the  great  house  tfiere,  which  they  say  is  mine,  I 
had  your  last  spI^netick  letter.  I  told  you,  when  I 
left  England,  I  would  endeavour  to  forget  every  thing 
Jhere,  and  would  write  as  seldom  as  I  could.  I  did 
indeed  design  one  general  round  of  letters  to  my 
friends ;  but  my  health  has  not  yet  suffered  me.  1 
design  to  pass  the  greatest  part  of  the  time  I  stay  in 
Ireland,  here,  in  the  cabin  where  I  am  now  writing; 
neither  will  I  leave  the  kingdom  till  I  am  sent  for; 
and  if  they  have  no  farther  service  for  me,  I  will 
never  see  England  again.  At  my  first  coming,  ) 
thought  I  should  have  died  ^ith  discotltent ;  and  was 
horribly  melancholy,  while  tliey  were  installing  me, 
but  it  begins  to  wear  off,  and  change  to  dulness, 
l^y  river  walk  is  extremely  pretty,  and  my  canal  in 


*  Thb  b  the  ladj  whom  the  Dean  has  celebrated  by  the  name 
of  Vanessa.  She^as  the  eldest  daughter  of  Bartholomew  Van^ 
homrigh^  irst  a  merchant  of  Amsterdam,  and  afterward  of  Dub- 
lin, who  was  appointed  commissary  of  the  stores  by  King  Wil- 
liam, upon  his  expedition  into  Ireland.  Her  mother  was  the 
daughter  of  Mr  Stone,  the  commissioner^  and  niece  to  the  ac^ 
cpmptant-general  of  IreUnd.—IL 
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great  beauty ;  and  I  see  trouts  playing  in  it.  I  know 
not  any  one  thipg  now  in  Dublin.  But  Mr  Ford  is 
very  kind^  and  writes  to  me  constantly  what  passes 
among  you.  I  find  you  are  likewise  a  good  politi- 
cian ;  and  I  will  say  so  much  to  you,  that  I  verdy 
thrnk,  if  the  thing  you  know  of  had  been  published 
just  upon  the  peace,  the  ministry  might  have  avoided 
what  has  since  happened :  but  I  am  now  fitter  to 
look  after  willows,  and  to  cut  hedges,  than  meddle 
with  affairs  of  state.  I  must  order  one  of  the  work- 
men to  drive  those  cows  out  of  my  idand,  and  make 
up  the  ditch  again  j  a  work  much  more  proper  for 
^  country  vicar,  than  driving* out  factions,  and 
fencing  against  them.  I  must  go  and  take  my 
bitter  draught  to  cure  my  head,  which  is  spoiled  by 
the  bitter  draughts  which  the  public  has  given  me. 
So  go  to  your  dukes  and  duchesses,  and  leave  me 
to  Goodman  Bumford,  and  Patrick  Dolan  of  Clan- 
duggan.    Adieu. 

Jon.  Swift. 


FROM  MR  LEWIS,  t 

V 

Whitehall,  July  d»  1715. 

We  are  art  running  heiadlong  into  the  greatest 
confusion  imaginable,  t     Sir  Thomas  HanmerJ  is 


♦  Indorsed  **  Mr  Lewis,  about  the  diTisions,'*  &c. 

-f  This  summons  announced  the  irreconcilable  division  be. 
tween  Oxford  and  Bolingbroke ;  and  haying  been  pressingly  re- 
peated in  the  month  following,  at  length  brought  Swift  from  Ire- 
land, in  the  vain  hope  of  acting  as  mediator  between  them. 

%  Speaker  of  the  house  of  commons.-^B.     .    . 
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gone  into  the  conntry  this  morning,  I  believe  much 
discontented;  and  I  am  very  apprdiensive,  Beither 
Lord  Anglesey  *  nor  he  will  continue  long  with  us. 
I  heartily  wish  you  were  here;  for  'you  might  cser-' 
tainly  be  of  great  use  to  us,  by  your  endeavours  to 
reconcile,  and  by  representing  to  them  the  infallible 
consequences  of  these  divisions.  We  had  letters 
this  morning  from  Ireland,  What  is  the  reason  I 
had  none  from  you  ?  Adieu.  I  hope  your  want  of 
health  is  not  the  cause. 


TO  AKCHBISHOP  KINC. 

Trim,  July  J6,  17i3# 
My  Lord, 
I  HAVE  been  about  five  weeks  in  this  kingdom^ 
but  so  extremely  ill  with  tl\e  return  of  an  old  dis- 
order in  my  head,  that  I  was  not  able  to  write  to 
your  grace.  I  have  been  the  greatest  p?irt  of  that 
time  At  my  country  parish,  riding  every  day  for 
my  health.  I  can  tell  your  grace  nothing  from 
Dublin,  having  spent  the  days  I  was  there  between 
business  and  physic,  and  paid  no  visits,  nor  re- 
ceived any  but  one  day ;  and  I  reckon  it  no  great 
loss,  for  I  hear  they  are  all  party  mad ;  and  it  is 
one  felicity  of  being  adiong  Willows,  that  one  is  not 
troubled  with  faction.  I  hope  you  have  as  little  of 
it  at  the  Bath;  for  I  cannot  fancy  it  does  weU  with 
the  waters.     If  your  grace  goes  to  London  from  the 


*  Arthttr^  Earl  of  Anglesqr,  who  was  joint  Tice-ticasaicr  of 
Irebuid  with  Edward^  Eui  of  ClaieadoiL-*B. 
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Bath,  I  believe  I  may  have  the  honour  of  waiting 
on  you ;  although  I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  save 
the  trouble  of  rach  a  journey;  which  neither  my 
fortune  nor  my  heiJth  will  very  well  bear.  I  hope 
you  feel  the  good  effects  of  the  place  you  are  in ; 
and  I  pray  God  continue  your  life,  for  the  good  of 
his  church. 

The   other  day,  Mr  Thacker,  Prebendary  of 
Sagard  and  Vicar  of  Rathcool,  died ;  and  it  would 
be  a  great  mark  of  goodness  in  your  grace,  as  well 
as  a  personal  favour  to  me,  if  you  would  please  to 
dispose  of  his  livings  in  favour  of  Mr  Thomas  War- 
burton,  who  has  been  many  years  my  assistant  in 
the  cure  of  Laracor,  has  behaved  himself  altogether 
unblameably,  and  is  a  gentleman  of  very  good  leam-r 
ing  and  sense.     If  I  knew  any  one  more  deserving, 
I  would  not  recommend  him ;  neither  would  1  do  it 
however,  because  1  know  your  grace  has  a  gres^ 
many  dependants,  but  that  it  will  oe  a  great  use  to 
rx^e  to  have  a  vicar  in  one  of  my  rectories,  and  upon 
my  deanery,  in  whom  I  can  confide.    I  am  told  the 
livings  amount  to  a  hundred  and  twenty  pounds 
a-year  at  most ;  and  it  may  probably  happen  in  my 
way  to  be  able  to  oblige  some  friend  of  yours  in  a 
greater  matter,  which  I  shall  veiy  readily  do.    X 
^m,  with  the  greatest  respect,  my  Lord, 
Your  grace's  most  obedient,  ; 
and  most  humbly  servant, 

JoN.  Swift. 
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FROM  MR  LEWIS.  * 

Whitebal!,  Jaly  30,  I7ld. 

Thii$  day  se'nuight  the  queen  goes  to  Hamptcm** 
Court,  ^d  the  Monday  following  to  Windsor^  I 
fancy  by  that  time  Mr  Bromley  f  will  be  secretary 
of  state,  in  the  room  of  my  lord.  %  Lord-treasurer 
was  abroad  this  evening,  for  the  first  time  after  a 
fortnight's  illness.  I  hear  there  came  a  dozen  of 
letters  from  you  by  the  same  post  to  your  friends 
here.  My  lord-treasurer  desires  you'll  make  all 
possible  haste  over;  for  we  want  you  extremely* 


TO  THE  BISHOP  OF  ROCHESTER. 

Tbe  Country  in  Ireland,  A«g.  %  171S* 
My  Lord,  . 
It  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  I  heard  of  your 
lordship's  promotion,  I  mean  that  particidaF  pro« 
motion,  §  which  I  believe  is  agreesd>le  to  you» 
though  It  does  not  mend  your  fortune.  There  i^ 
but  one  other  change  I  could  wish  you,  because 
I  have  heard  you  prefer  it  before  all  the  rest ;  and 


*  Indorsed,  ^^  Mr  Lewis,  pressing  me  tp  come  oTer*" 

+  William  Bromley,  Esq.  appoint^  secretarj  of  stale,  Aug,  17, 
1713,  in  the  room  of  William,  Earl  of  Dartmouth)  made  lore 
priyy.seal.— B. 

X  Dartmouth,  to  whom  Mr  Lewis  had  been  secretary. 

§  The  Deanery  of  Westminster. 
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that  likewise  is  now  ready,  •  unless  it  be  thought 
too  soon,  and  th^t  you  are  made  to  wait  till  another 
person  has  used  it  for  a  step  to  cposs  the  water,  f 
Though  I  am  here  in  a  way  of  sinking  into  utter 
oblivion;  for 

**  H(B  laiebrce  nee  duleesy  necj  si'mihi  credisyOtmmnm:**  J 

yet  I  shall  challenge  the  continuance  of  your  lord* 
ships  favour :  and  whenever  I  come  to  London,  shall 
with  great  assurance  cross  the  park  to  your  lordship^s 
house  at  Westminster,  as  if  it  were  no  more  than 
crossing  the  street  at  Chelsea.  §  I  talked  at  this 
threatening  rate  so  often  to  you  about  two  years  past^ 
that  you  are  not  now  to  forget  it. 

Pray,  my  lord,  do  not  let  your  being  made  a 
bishop  hinder  you  from  cultivating  the  politer 
studies,  which  your  heart  was  set  upon  when  you 
went  to  govern  Christ  Church.  Providence  has 
made  you  succesisor  to  a  person,  who,  though  of  a 
much  inferior  genius,  ||  turned  all  his  thoughts  that 
way ;  and,  I  have  been  told,  with  great  success,  by 
his  countenance  to  those  who  deserved.  I  envy 
Dr  Friend^  that  he  has  you  for  his  inspector ;  and 
I  envy  you  for  having  such  a  person  in  your  district, 
and  whom  you  love  so  well.  Shall  not  I  have  liberty 
to  be  sometimes  a  third  among  you>  though  I  am  an 
Irish  dean? 


*  The  bishoprick  of  London  was  then  racant^  by  the  death  9f 
Or  Comptoo,  who  died  Julj  4^  171 3» 

f  To  Lambeth. 

J  Altered  from  Horace,  lib.  i.  ep.  16. — N. 

§  Where  they  lodged  near  each  other  some  weeks. 

tl  Dr  Spraf,  whose  works,  thought  now  seldom  read^  make 
{Murt  of  the  collection  of  British  poets.  . 

f  Dc  Friend^  tiien  head  master  of  Westmlnster-school.^N* 
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'     :  ^*  Vervecum  in  patridy  craiioque  sub  aire  natus.**  ♦ 

A  very  disordered  head  hindered  me  from  writing 
early  to  your  lordship,  when  I  first  heard  of  your 
preferment ;  and  I  hare  reproached  myself  of  ingra- 
titude, when  I  remembered  your  kindness  in  sending 
me  a  letter  upon  the  deanery  they  thought  fit  to 
throw  me  into;  to  which  I  am  yet  a  stranger,  being 
forced  into  the  country,  in  one  of  my  old  parishes,  f 
to  ride  about  for  a  little  health.  I  hope  to  have  the 
honour  of  asking  your  lordships  blessing  some  time 
in  October.  In  the  mean  while,  I  desire  your  lord- 
ship to  believe  me  to  be,  with  very  great  respect 
and  truth,  my  lord,  your  lordship*s  most  dutiful  and 
most  humble  servant, 

JoN.  Swift. 


FROM  MR  PRIOR. 

FiEiris,  Aug.  5.15,  17ia^ 

*  As  I  did  not  expect,  my  good  friend  Jonathaiu 
to  have  received  a  letter  from  you  at  Dublin,  so  I 
am  sure  I  did  not  intend  to  write  one  thither  to 
you ',  but  Mr  Rosingrave  J  thinks  it  may  da  him  a 


•  land  of  bogs 


<<^  With  ditches  feiic*d,  a  Heaven  fht  with  fogs.** 

JimsMd,  8at  x.  75. 

•f  Laimcor  and  RaUibeggiii.-^N. 

j:  Thomas  RosingraTe,  a  celebrated  perforaer  in  muiic 
When  he  arrifed  in  Ireland,  he  pUjred  a  Toluntary  at  St  Ritrickli 
eathedfal).  Dr  Pratt,  then  proTott  of  Dabiin  college,  and  thi( 
twa,  b^g  present    The  doctor^  wko  happened  to  dine  at  th^ 
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serviee,  in  recommencting  him  to  you.  tf  so,  I  am 
very  glad  of  it ;  for  it  can  be  of  no  otjier  use  ima- 
ginable. I  have  writ  letters  now  above  twenty-two 
years.  I  have  taken  towns,  destroyed  fleets,  made 
treaties,  and  settled  commerce  in  letters.  And 
what  of  all  this?  Why,  nothing;  but  that  I  have 
had  some  subject  to  write  upon.  But  to  write  a 
letter  only  because  Mr  Rosingrave  has  a  mind  to 
carry  one  in  his  pocket,  to  tell  you,  that  you  are 
Sure  of  a  friendship,  which  can  never  do  yqu  three- 
pence of  good,  and  wish  you  well  in  England  very 
soon,  when  I  do  not  know  when  I  am  likely  to  bd 
there  myself:  all  this,  I  say,  is  very  absurd  for  a 
letter-  especially  when  I  have  thi^  day  written  a 
dozen  much  more  to  the  purpose.  If  I  had  seen 
your  manuscript;*  if  I  had  received  Dr  Parneira 
poem;  if  I  had  any  news  of  Landen  being  taken  j' 
why  well  and  good;  but  as  I  know  no  more  than 
the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  designs  for  England  within 
three  weeks;  that  I  must  stay  here  till  somebody 
else  comes,  and  then — ^brings  me  necessarily  to  say, 
good  Mr  Dean,  that  I  am  like  the  fellow  in  the 
Rehearsal,  that  did  not  know  if  h^  was  to  be  merrjr 

'    ^  -■     ■'  '-" "'-■^ — """^ — •■"  •••        J    v       ■     -1 ^ 

i 

jeanfery  tie  same  dajr,  was  so  extraragaQt  in  liis  eBComiums  oit 
RosiligTaTe's  Toluntary,  that  seTeral  of  the  company  said  thej 
wished  they  had  heard  it.  ^^  Do  you  ?*'  said  Swift^  ^^  then  you 
shall  hear  it  still  i*^  and  he  imme^ately  sung  out  so  liTely  and 
yet  so  ridiculous  an  imitation  of  it,  that  all  the  company  were 
iLept  in  continual  laughter ;  except  one  old  gentleman,  who  sat 
irith  great  composure,  and  though  he  listened,  yet  neither 
shewed  curiosity  nor  approbation.  After  the  eBtartadnmeat,  hei 
wlw  asked  by  seime  of  the  company,  how  it  happened  that  he 
HbA  been  no  mere  affected  by  tl»  music !  To  which  he  aaswored, 
with  gravity,  <<  that  he  heard  Mr  RotingraTe  play  it  Umsclf 
»efof«."— D.  &  ^  ,  ^       * 

•  Of  the  History  of  the  Peace  of  Utrecht.-»^B. 
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or  serious,  or  in  what  way  or  mood  to  act  his  part. 
One  thine  only  I  am  assured  of,  that  I  love  you  very 
well ;  and  am,  most  sincerely  and  faithfully,  dear  Sir^ 
your  servant  and  brother,* 

M.  Priob. 

Lord  and  Lady  Shrewsbury  give  their  service  to 
you.  Vanhomrigh  has  run  terribly  here  in  debt, 
and,  being  in  durance,  has  sent  to  his  mother  upon 
pecuniary  concerns.     Adieu  once  more. 

What  we  are  doings  or  what  is  to  become  of  us>  I 
know  not. 

**  Prudens  fuiuri  temporis  exitum 

^^  Caliginosd  nofie  premii  Deu9y 

^^Rideique 1—  Hob.  lib.  iU.  od.  n. 

This  is  all  the  Latin  and  writing  I  can  at  present 
spare  you. 

Pray  give  my  service  to  your  chancellor,  f  and  be 
much  acquainted  with  Judge  Nutley,  and  love 
him  very  well  for  my  sake.  Adieu.  Once  more^ 
find  out  my  cousin  Pennyfether  and  Nutley  (if 

*  he  is  not  too  grave  for  you) ;  and  according  to 
the  laudable  custom  of  your  country,  drink  this 
Louis  out,  for  a  token  of  my  generosity  and  your 
sobriety.  And  now,  I  think,  I  have  furnished 
out  a  very  pretty  letter. 


*  He  was  one  of  tlie  sUteeii.— H.        f  Sir  Constantine  PhipptL 


^©L.  XVI. 
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FROM  MR  LEWIS.* 

« 

Whitehall,  Aug.  6,  1713. 
I  HAVE  SO  often,  and  in  so  pressing  a  manner, 
desired  you  to  come  over,  that,  if  what  I  have 
already  said  has  no  effect,  I  shall  despair  of  better 
Success  by  any  farther  arguments.  If  I  were  to 
recapitulate  the  several  reasons  you  offer  to  the 
contrary,  and  answer  them  separately,  I  should 
grow  peevish ;  which  I  have  no  way  to  avoid,  but 
by  telling  you  in  general,  it  is  all  wrong.  You  and 
1  have  already  laid  it  down  for. a  maxim,  that  we 
must  serve  lord-treasurer,  without  receiving  orders 
or  particular  instructions ;  and  I  do  not  yet  see  a 
reason  for  changing  that  rule.  His  mind  has  been 
communicated  more  freely  to  you  than  any  other;  f 
but' you  will  not  understand  it.  The  desires  of 
great  men  are  commands;  at  least  the  only  ones  I 
hope  they  ever  will  be  able  to  use.  You,  have  a 
mind  to  stay  in  Ireland  till  October,  and  desire 
me  to  give  my  opinion  whether  you  should  come 
sooner?  I  answer,  yes.  Then  you  bid  me  consider 
sixain ;  that  is,  you  would  have  nie  say  I  am  of 
opinion  you  should  stay  till  October.  When  judges 
would  have  a  jury  change  their  verdict,  they 
bid  them  consider  again:  when  a  man  is  deter- 
mined to  marry  a  woman,  and  his  friend  advises 
bim  against  it,  he  asks  his  opinion  again ;  and  if 
his  friend  is  so  silly  as  not  to  alter  his  advice,  he 


*  Indorsed,  **  Mr  Lewis,  pressing  me  to  come  over."— N. 
f  By  this  it  appears,  that  Lord  Orrery  was  mistaken  wheti  ha 
said  that  Swift  was  employed^  not  trusted.'^U. 
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marries  without  it.  ,  I  am  as  much  in  the  spleen 
now  I  am  answering  your  letter,  as  you  were  when 
you  writ  it.  Come  ov^r ;  yoii  wiU  cure  yourself 
an4  noe  too.    Adieu. 


LADY  B0UNG3R0KE  TO  LORD  HARLEY, 

QiK^klebnry,  Aqg.  18,  1713. 
My  Loan, 
I  WA$  extremely  glad  to  hear  that  my  lord-trea- 
surer takes  care  of  his  health,  I  hope  he  will  cun-r 
toiue  to  dp  so ;  for,  .though  I  Ara  a  poor  discarded 
mistress,  yet  my  best  wishes  shall  always  attend  his 
lordship.  I  bog  my  most  humble  service  to  him 
mi  my  lady ;  and  am,  my  Lord, 

Your  most  faithful  servant, 

F.  BojLINGBBOKE.  * 


LADY  MASHAM  TO  LORD  HARLEY. 

WiQdsof)  S^pt.  9,  1713. 
.  My  Dear  Lord, 
This  day  we  received  the  most  welcome  news 
^your  being  married;  f  and  though  it  may  be  im- 


^  Received  at  Wimple,  Aug.  33,  1713. 
'     f  See  Swift's  coqgratulatory  pqem  on  the  marriage  of  Lord 
Barlejr  with  Lady  Henrietta  Cayendiih  Holies,  daughter  and 
heiress  of  the  Dnke  of  Newcastle*     J'his,  as  well  as  the  preceding 
ktter^  shews  that  th^  ditisions  in  the  pibinet  had  not  got  so  high 
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pertinent  to  rob  you  of  a  moment*d  time,  yet  % 
cannot  c«nit  telling  you  that  I  most  heartily  and 
sincerely  wish  you  joy;  and  I  am  sure  no  one 
living  can  be  more  pleased  at  wl^atever  contri- 
,  butes  to  your  happiness  than  I  am.  My  brother. 
Hill,  is  now  with  me,  and. most  truly  joins  with  me 
in  wishing  you  the  same.  I  hope  we  shall  soon 
have  the  happiness  of  seeing  you  here.  In  the 
meantime,  be  assured  lam,  with  the  'greatest  truth 
and  esteem,  my  dear  lord,  your  most  faithful 
brother,*  and  humble  servant, 

Masham. 

I  beg  leave  to  send  my  most  humble  service  to  my 
lady,  most  heartily  wishing  her  joy.  I  beg  als<^ 
the  same  to  my  lord-treasurer. 


FROM  DR  SMALLBRlDGKt 

Christ  Church,  Sept.  27,  171S. 
Ma  Dean, 
When  you  was  so  kind  as  to  favour  the  master 
of  the  Temple  {  and  me  with  your  company  at  the 
chaplain*s  table  at  Kensington,  there  dined  with  us 


as  to  supersede  the  forms  of  eiriKty  between  the  lord-treasurer 
on  the  one  hand,  and  Lady  Masham  and  Bolingbroke  on  the 
other. 

«  Lady  Miisham  so  signs  herself,  hi  eon86(|uenoe  of  her  lord 
being  one  of  the  Club  of  Sixteen.-»N. 

f  Afterward  Bishop  of  BristoK-^B. 

X  Dt  t^lock,  afCerwifds  Bishop  of  Londos.-^B* 
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one  Mr  Fiddes,  *  a  well  deserving  clerg3rman, 
whose  circumstances,  we  told  you,  were  not  at  all 
suitable  to  hii  merits.  You  expressed  on  that  oc- 
casion so  generous  a  concern  for  him,  and  so  great 
a  readiness  to  do  him  any  good  offices,  which  might 
lie  in  your  way,  that  he  seems  to  think  he  should  be 
wanting  to  himself,  if  he  did  not  endeavour  to  cul- 
tivate an  interest  with  one  go  willing  and  so  able  to 
serve  him.  He  has  therefore  made  repeated  in- 
stances to  me,  that  I  would  remind  you  of  him, 
which  I  should  not  have  hearkened  to,  were  I  not 
well  assured,  that  you  would  excuse,  if  not  ti>ank 
me,  for  furnishing  you  with  an  opportunity  of  doing 
a  generous  and  good-natured  thing.  You  will  not, 
I  fancy,  think  a  formal  application  to  any  greaft 
man  in  his  behalf  either  proper  or  requisite ;  but  i^ 
ydu  should,  upon  the  perusal  of  one  or  two  of  his 
sermons,  think  as  well  of  them  as  I  do,  and  should 
in  conversation  with  my  lord-treasurer  express  a 
good  opinion  of  the  author,  one  kind  word  from  3roi|, 
seasonably  dropped,  might  determine  his  fortune, 
and  give  you  the  satisfaction  of  having  made  him 
aiid  his  family  as  happy  as  they  can  wish  to  be* 
1  am.  Sir,  . 

Your  humble  servant, 

Geo.  Smallbbidgc* 


*  Ricliard  Fiddes,  afterwards  D.  D.  aatlior  bf  <<  A  Body  of 
Divinity,"  «  The  Life  of  Cardinal  Wolsey,"  &€• 
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to  AilCHD^ACON  WALLS. 

Windsor  Gastlc,  Oct  1,  171$. 

I  HAD  just  now  a  letter  frotn  you^  wherein  yon 
mention  the  design  of  making  me  prolocutor.  I 
will  confess  to  you,  there  are  two  Reasons  why  I 
should  comply  with  it ;  one  is,  that  I  am  heartily 
weary  of  courts  and  ministers,  and  politics,  for 
several  reasons  impossible  Xo  tell  you;  and  I  have  a 
mind  to  be  at  home,  since  the  queen  has  been  , 
pleased  that  Ireland  should  he  my  home :  the  other 
reason  is,  that  I  think  somebody  educated,  in  Dublin 
kjollege  should  be, prolocutor;  and  I  hear  there  ere 
designs  of  turning  it  another  way.  ^  But,  if  you  find 
it  will  not  dO)  I  hope  you  will  quit  the  design  in 
proper  season.  I  condole  with  you  for  the  loss  of 
y<>ur*  companions  this  winter;  and  I  was  always 
of  opinioii  they  should  be  in  town,  unless  they  find 
their  health  better  at  Trim*  ' 

I  am  a  little  disappointed  at  Parvisol's  t  return. 
I  hoped  it  would  have  amounted  to  near  five  hundred 
pounds  in  the  tithes;  1  doubt  not , the  cause,  and 
beg  you  will  have  no  sort  of  tenderness  for  him, 
farther  than  it  regards  my  interest ;  as  to  the  land- 
rents^  they -are  one  hundred  and  seventy  ^four  pounds 
a-year  in  the  country,  besides  some  small  things  in 
town ;  and  I  am  in  no  pain  about  them,  because 
they  are  sure-  nor  do  I  4esire  him  to  concert! 
himself  about  them. 


*  Sirs  Johnson  ftncl  Mrs  Dingley.-^F. 
t  The  Deati^s  agent*^F. 
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I  hoped,  and  was  told,  my  license  would  be  under 
six  pounds,  though  all  was  paid,  and  I  heard,  if  lord 
chancellor*  had  taken  his  fees,  it  would  have  been 
eight  pounds.  Tell  Mr  Fetherston,  I  have  spoken 
to  Baron  Scroup  about  his  affair,  who  promises  to 
dispatch  it  with  the  first  opportunity*  I  am  now 
with  some  ministers  and  lords,  and  other  company, 
and  withdrawn  to  a  table,  and  hardly  know  what  I 
write,  they  are  so  loud.  My  humble  service  to 
your  Dorothy,  and  Alderman  Stoyte,t  his  wife> 
and  Cellarius ;  and  duty  to  the  Bishop  of  Dromore. 

Your's,  J.  St 


FROM  LORD  CHANCELLOR  PfflPPS. 

^  Dublin,  Oct.  10,  171S. 

Sir,     • 

I  HAD  the  favour  of  your  kind  letter  of  the 
twenty-second  of  September,  and  had  sooner  ac- 
knowledged it,  if  I  had  not  been  prevented,  by 
the  constant  huriy  we  have  been  in,  with  relation  to 
the  city  and  parliament  affairs. 

1  heartily  congratulate  your  safe  arrival  in  Lon- 
don, and  return  you,  with  all  ,the  gratitude  imajgin* 
able^  my  thanks  for  the  great  trouble  you  have  given 
yourself  as  well  on  behalf  of  my  son  in  particular, 
as  of  this  kingdom  in  general ;  and  I  am  sorry  you 
should  venture  so  far  as  to  bum  your  fingers ;  but 
you  know  such  misfortunes  often  happen  to  gentle- 


*  Sir  Constuitine  Phipps,  a  streDuoos  tprj,  aod,  as  8acb> 
smrh  the  object  of  attack  by  the  opposite  party. 

f  An  alderman  of  Da^jliB,  afterwards  lord^mayor..— E. 
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raen  who  have  a  hearty  .zeal  for  the  interest  of  their 
friends.  But  this  comfort  attends  them,  that  the 
burning  goes .  off  soon ;  whereas  the  credit  and 
honour  of  serving  one's  friend  last  always.  The  ac- 
icount  you  sent  me  of  Mr  Worseley 's  being  an  en- 
vqy  was  new,  and  had  not  reached  ns  before  yoar 
letter  came^.  I  know  not  how  sufficiently  to  ac- 
Itiiowledlgetthe  obligations  you  have  laid  on  me; 
bfitia^sure  ydu,  if  you  have  any  commands  on  this 
side  th^  Rvalter,  there  is  no  one  will  be  more  proud 
of  being"  honoured  with  them,  than  he,  who  is,  with 
very  great  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Con.  Phipps. 


JO  ARCHDEACON  WALLS. 

,,  J ;  London,  Oct.  IS,  171S. 

I  HAVE  two  letters  of  your^s  to  acknowledge — 
No,  1  mistake,  it  is  but  one,  for  I  answered  the 
foimer  of  September  twenty-second,  some  time 
^S^l  yo^r  other  is  of  the  first  instant,  with  an 
account  of  your  mayor  squabble,  *  which  we  regard 
as  miiich  here  as  if  you  sent  us  an  account  of  your 
littje  son  playing  at  cherry  stones.  I  told  yonr 
Jord-chancellor,  that  the  best  thing  the  government 
there  could  'do,  would  be  never  to  trouble  us  with 
your  affairs,  but  do  the  b^t  you  can,  for  we  will 
neither  support  nor  regard  you.  I  have  received 
the  lords  justices'  representation,  just  now  sent  to 


*  Concerniog  ^ir  Samuel  Cooke..-.F. 
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the  qui^n.  I  hare  said  more  upoil  it  than  any 
body  else  would;  and  I  hope  my  lord-lieutenant* 
will  put  a  good  end  to  the  dispute.  I  am  heartily 
sorry  for.  poor  Hawley :  and  doubt  such  a  shake  at 
his  a^^  v<^ill  not  be  well  recovered.  Of  your  four 
candidates  to  succeed  him»  I  dislike  all  bat  the  iirst, 
which  is  Bolton.  As  to  the  chair  of  prolocutor,  I 
said  to  you  in  my  former  all  1  thought  necessary. 
I  dislike  the  thing  lor  myself;  but  I  would  keep  a 
wrong  man  out,  and  would  be  glad  of  an  honest 
excuse  to  leave  courts  and  public  thoughts ;  but  it 
would  vex  me  to  be  proposed  and  not  succeed. 

As  for  Williams,  I  am  an  old  courtier,  and  will 
think  of  it ;  but,  if  we  want  a  singer,  and  I  can  get 
a  better^  that  better  one  shall  be-  preferred,  although 
my  father  were  competitor. 

I  have  spoken  to  Baron  Scroup  about  Mr  Fether- 
ston's  affair,  and  1  hope  to  get  him  a  good  account 
of  it. 

Yott  very  artificially  bring  in  your  friend,  Mrs 
South :  I  have  spoke  to  her,  and  heard  from  her ; 
and  spoke  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond :  1  will  do  her 
what  service  I  can. 

My  service  to  gossip  Doll,  and  God  bless  my 
god-daughter. 

I  think  you  need  not  inquire  about  the  land-rents 
of  the  deanery,  they  are  secure  enough ;  and  I  be- 
lieve I  shall  not  trouble  Mr  Parvisol  about  them. 

There  is  one  fafm  set  for  one  hundred  and  twenty 
pounds  a-year,  another  for  fifty- four  pounds.  Rents 
adjoining  to  the  deanery,  about  two  pounds  ten 
shillings,  and  duties  about  eight  pounds,  or  some- 
thing under;  and  a  small  lease  of  tithes,  about  four 


«  Duke  of  Shrew8biiT7..**F. 
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or  five  pounds :  which  last  I  would  be  glad  yon 
would -ask  Parvisol  whether  H  be  included  among 
the  tithes  he  has  set.  You  See  all  the  rents  together 
are  under  two  hundred  pounds.  I  forgot  five 
pounds  a-year  for  the  verger's  house.  Service  to 
Stoyte  and  Msttiley^  *  and  duty  to  Bishop  of  Dro- 
more,  t 


TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  Oct.  20,  1713. 
SlB> 
I  WRITE  to  you  immediately  upon  receiving  your 
former,  as  I  do  now  upon  your  last  of  the  tenth 
instant. .  As  to  the  business  of  being  prolocutor,  t 
I  will  tell  you  the  short  of  my  story.  Although  I 
have  done  more  service  to  Ireland,  and  particularly 
to  the  church,  than  any  man  of  my  level,  I  have 
never  been  able  to  get  a  good  word;  and  I  incurred 
the  displeasure  of  the  bishops,  by  being  the  instru- 
ment, siiie  quu  non^  of  procuring  the  first-fraits : 
neither  had  I  credit  to  be  a  convocation-man  in  the 
meanest  diocese  of  the  kingdom,  till  poor  Dean 
Synge,  who  happened  to  think  well  of  me,  got 
me  to  be  chosen  for  St  Patrick's;  so  that  I  think 
there  will  be  a  greg^t  change  if  I  am  chosen  prolo- 
cutor. And  yet,  at  the  same  time,  I  am  so  very 
nice,  that  I  will  not  think  of  moving  toward  Ireland 
till  I  am  actually  chosen :  you  will  say,  "  Wh^t 


*  Isaac  j^lanley,  Esq.  deputy  postmaster.gcneral  of  Irdand. 
— F.   •- 

+  Dr  John  Sterne. 

t  The  conTocatioti  did  not  meet  in  Ireland  after  the  year  1710. 
-F. 
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tfien  must  the  clergy  do  for  a  prolocutor  ?'*     Why, 

I  suppose  they  may  appoint  a  vice-prolocutor,  until 

my  coming  over,  which  may  be  in  ten  days.     But 

this  perhaps  is  not  feasible :  if  not,  you  may  be 

sure  I  shall  not  so  openly  declare  my  ambition  to 

that  post,  when  I  am  not  sure  to  carry  it ;  and  if  I 

fail,  the  comfort  of  mecum  certasse  feretuvy  will  not 

perhaps  fall  to  my  share.     But  I  go  on  too  fast ; 

for  I  nnd  in  your  ne:^t  lines,  that  the  archbishop 

says  there  will  be  an  indispensable  necessity  that  I 

should  be  there   at   the  election.      Why,    if  the 

bishops  will  all  fix  it,  so  as  to  give  a  man  time  to 

come  over,  with  all  my  heart ;  but,  if  it  must  be 

struggled  .for  at  the  election,  I  will  have  nothing  to 

do  with  it.     As  for  the  bishops,  I  have  not  the 

least. interest  with  above  three  in  the  kingdom :  and 

unless  the  thought  strikes  the  clergy  in  general,  that 

I  must  be  their  man,  nothing  can  come  of  it :  we 

dway^  settle  a  speaker  here,  as  soon  as  the  writs 

dfe  issued  out  for  a  parliament :  if  you  did  so  for  a 

prolocutor,  a  man  might  have  warning  in  time :  but 

I  should  make  the  foolishest  figure  in  nature,  to 

come  over  hawking  for  an  employment  I  no  wise 

seek  or  desire,  and  then  fail  of  it.    Pray  communis 

cate  the  sense  of  what  I  say  to  the  archbishop,  to 

Vjrhom  I  will  write  by  this  post.     As  to  my  private 

affairs,  I  am  sure  they  are  in  good  hands:  but  I 

beg  you  will  not  have  the  least  regard  or  tenderness 

to  Parvisol,  farther  than  you  shall  find  he  deserves. 

I  am  my  gossip's  very  humble  servant ;  and  the  like 

to  Mr  Stoyte,  his  lady,   and  Catharine,  and  Mr 

Manley,  and  his  lady  and  daughter.     I  am^ 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

JoN.  Swift. 

I  wrote  lately  to  Dr  Synge  -^  twice  in  alL 
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I  .think  ymi  should  farce  the  St  Mary  ladies  *  to 
lawft,  toward  Christmas. 

My  duty  ta  the  Bishop  of  Dromore. 

Dr  Synge  wrote  me  word  a  month  ^o,  that 
Bosingrave,  our  organist,  was  at  the  point  of  death. 
Is  he  dead  or  alive  ? 


TO  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 

London,  Oct.  20,  1715. 
My  Lord, 
The  opportunity  I  had  of  a  ship  was  so  sudden, 
that  I  had  not  time  to  receive  your  grace*s  last 
commands,  or  pay  my  respects,  which  it  was  my 
dotty  and  inclination  to  do ;  and  as  for  writing,  I 
bave  always  told  your  grace  that  I  could  not  set 
about  it  with  a  good  conscience,  until  I  were  pro- 
vided with  matter  enough  for  your  trouble  of  read- 
ing.  We  are  outwardly  pretty  quiet  during  this 
jbterval  of  parliament ;  but  I  will  not  answer  what 
seeds  are  sowing  to  make  the  next  spring  produce 
tritter  fruit.  There  are  several  reasons,  impossible 
for  me  to  tell  at  this  distance,  why  I  shall  not  be 
so  good  a  correspondent  as  I  have  formerly  been, 
but  may  probably  serve  to  entertain  you  a  year 
or  two  hence:  for  the  fashion  of  this  world  passes 
away ;  and  there  is  nothing  of  so  little  consequence 
RS  the  greatest  court  secrets,  when  once  the  scene  is 
changed.  I  said  to  somebody,  when  I  was  last  in 
Ireland,  who  talked  to  me  of  the  advantage  and 


^  Mrs  Johnson  and  Mrs  Dinglej.— iF. 
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felicity  I  had  in  the  familiarity  of  gneat  ininisters, 
that  it  was  well  enough  while  H  continued  a  vanity; 
but  as  soon  as  it  ceased  to  be  a  vanity,  it  began  to 
be  a  vexation  of  spirit.*  I  have  some  thought  of. 
passing  this  winter  at  the  Bath,  because  my  health 
requires  it,  and  because  I  shall  then  be  a  pretty  equal 
distance  from  the  factions  on  both  sides  the  water; 
lor  it  is  not  impossible  your  grace  may  have  a  warm 
i^vinter. 

I  have  had  some  letters,  particulariy  from  Dr  Synge 
and  Mr  Archdeacon  Walls,  about  my  being  prolo- 
cutor. I  have  this  post  writ  my  thoughts  upon  that 
subject  to  Mr  Walls ;  and  to  save  you  thenrouMc, 
have  desired  him  to  communicate  them  to  your  grace. 
Our  elections  for  the  city  still  continue :  I  was  this 
afternoon  at  Guildhall.  1  find  three  of  the  old 
members;  and  Withers,  who  is  lowest,  tells  me 
fee  does  not  de;spair  of  carrying  it  for  himself.  There 
is  abundance  of  artifice  (to  give  it  the  softest  word) 
«ised  on  both  sides  ^. 


*  The  candidates  put  up  by  tbe  high  church  party  were  Sir 
tUchard  Hoare.  then  lord-mayor,  Sir  William  Withers,  Sir  John 
Cass,  and  Sir  George  Newkuid,  beiag  the  four  last  members^  in 
opposition  to  whom,  those  wbo  were  against  the  treaty  of  conw 
merce  with  France  put  up  four  eminent  merchants,  John  Ward, 
Thomas  Scaweo,  Ilobert  Heysham,  and  Peter  Godfrey,  Csqrs. 
There  was  a  Tast  appearance  in  the  hall  on  both  sides :  but  (the 
sheriffs  having  declared  the  majority  for  the  four  old  members,  ^ 
poll  ivas  demanded  for  the  other  four  ;  which  was  granted,  and 
immediately  proceeded  upon  for  some  small  time.  Many  Quakers 
coming  to  poll,  most  of  them  for  the  four  merchants,  the  «p. 
posite  party  insbted  to  tender  them  the  abjuration  oath,  as  the 
law  directs :  which  they  refusing,  occasioned  some  debase  ;  and 
so  tiie  debate  was  adjourned  till  the  next  morning. 

The  merchants  being  lil^e  to  lose  a  great  number  of  yoices  by 
the  Quakers  not  being  permitted  to  poll,  they  bethought  (them. 
•aeWes  of  an  expedient,  and  insisted  that  all  tluiC  voted  on  either 
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I  came  yesterday  from  Windsor,  where  I  saw  the 
queen  in  vejy  good  health,  which  she  finds  there 
more  than  any  where  else,  and  I  believe  will  hardly 
remove  until  December.  I  believe  my  lord-lieu- 
tenant *  will  be  landed  before  this  letter  comes  to  your 
hands  :  he  is  the  finest  gentleman  we  have,  atid  of 
an  excellent  orrderstanding  and  capacity  for  business:, 
if  I  were  with  your  grace,  I  would  say  noK>re ;  but 
leave  it  to  your  own  sagacity, 

I  will  only  venture  to  say  one  thing  relating  to 
Ireland,  because  I  believe  it  will  be  of  use  ths^t 
your  grace  should  know  it.  If  your  house  of  com-^ 
mons  should  run  into  any  violence  disagreeable  to 
us  here,  it  will  be  of  the  worst  consequences  ima- 
ginable to  that  kingdom :  for,  I  know  no  maxint 


8i4c  should  qualify  them^Wes  according  to  law ;  well  knowing, 
that  not  a  few  Roman  Catholics,  who  appeared  for  the  four  old 
members,  would  not  take  the  oaths,  particularly  that  of  abjura- 
Hon,  Hereupon  the  high  church  party  thought  it  most  for  their 
adyani^e  to  compromise  the  matter ;  and  so  it  was  agreed,  that 
the  oaths  should  not  be  tendered  to  any  that  poHed  on  either  side* 
Thus  far  the  election  proceeded  in  a  fair  and  regular  way,  and 
continued  so  for  some  days;  the  effects  of  which  appeared  Tisibljp 
to  be  in  favour  of  the  four  merchants,  who  outstripped  their  com* 
petitors  by  seyeral  hundreds  of  voices.  Hereupon  tho3e  who  sup* 
ported  the  old  members  bestirred  thcmseWes  with  such  ind^fa* 
tigable  zeal  and  industry,  that,  what  by  the  assistance  both  of 
present  and  absent  frieo^ds,  what  by  the  help  of  persons  confined 
for  debt,  whose  liberty  was  procured  to  serve  thTs  critical  turn^ 
what  by  other  methods  too  tedious,  and  perhaps  unsafe  to  be 
mentioned^  w|ien  the  poll  was  closed,  on  Saturday  the  94th  of 
October,  the  voices  stood  thus  : 

Sir  Kichard  Hoare  3842  John  Ward,  Esq*         373Q 

.     Sir  William  Withers  3763  Thomas  Scawen,  Esq.  3^2$ 

Sir  John  Cass  3800  {lol)^rt  Ueysham,  Esq,  3688 

Sir  George  I^ewtend  3826  Peter  Godfrey,  Esqv     8657 


t  The  Puke  of  Shrewsbury. 
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more  stiv>ngly  maintained  at  present  in  our  court, 
than  that  her  maiesty  ought  to  exert  lier  power  to 
the  utmost,  upon  any  unea^ness  given  on  your  side 
to  herself  or  her  servants :  neither  caa  I  answer, 
that  even  the  legislative  power  here  may  not  take 
cogHizanoe  of  any  thing  that  may  pass  among  you, 
in  opposition  to  the  persons  and  principles  that 
are  now  favoured  by  the  queen.  Perhaps  I  am 
gone  too  far ;  and  therefore  shall  end,  without  any 
cerecnony. 

Your  grace's,  &c. 

JoN.  SWlFT. 

Direct  to  me  under  cover  to  Erasmus  Lewis,  Esq. 
at  Mr  Secretary  Bromley's  office  at  Whitehall. 


FROM  LORD  CHANCELLOR  PHIPPS. 

Doblio,  Oct.  24,  1713. 

Dear  Sir^ 

I  AM  indebted  to  you  for  your  kind  letters  of  the 
eighth  and  tenth  instant,  and  I  very  heartily  ac- 
knowledge the  obligation.  That  of  the  eighth  gave 
me  a  great  many  melancholy  thoughts,  when  I  re- 
fleeted  upon  the  danger  our  constitution  is  in,  by 
the  neglect  and  supineness  of  our  friends,  and  the 
vigilance  and  unanimity  of  our  enemies  :  but  I  hope 
your  parliament  proving  so  good  will  awaken  our 
friends,  and  unite  them  more  firmly,  and  make  them 
more  active. 

That  part  of  your  letter  of  ^  the  tenth,  which  re- 
lated to  my  son,  gave  me  great  satisfaction;  for, 
though  the  commissioners  here  have  heard  nothing 
of  it,  yet  I  believed  Mr  Keightley  might  bring  over 
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full  instructions  in  it :  but  he  is  arrived,  and  knows 
nothing  of  it ;  so  that  whatever  good  intentions  my 
lord-treasurer  had  in  relation  to  my  son,  his  lord- 
ship has  forgotten  to  give  any  directions  concern- 
ing him;  for,  with  him,  things  are  just  as  they 
were  when  you  left  Dublin.  If  you  will  be  so  kind 
to  put  his  liordship  in  mind  of  it,  you  will  be  very 
obliging. 

I  cannot  discharge  the  part  of  a  friend,  if  I  omit 
to  let  you  know  that  your  great  neighbour  *  at  St 
Pulcher*s  is  very  angry  with  you.  -  He  accuses  you 
for  going  away  without  taking  your  leave  of  him, 
and  intends  in  a  little  time  to  compel  you  to  reside 
at  your  deanery.  He  lays  some  other  things  to 
your  charge,  which  you  shall  know  in  a  little 
time,  t 

We  hourly  expect  my  lord-lieutenant.  J  The 
whigs  begin  to  be  sensible  they  must  expect  no 
great  countenance  from  him,  and  begin  to  be  a  little 
down  in  the  mouth,  since  they  find  Broderick  i^ 
not  to  be  their  speaker.  § 

I  am,  with  very  great  truth. 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 


♦  The  Archbishop  of  Dublin— N. 

i*  This  is  sufficient  proof,  among  others,  that  though  theite 
existed  ceremoiiy,  respect,  and  perhaps  even  esteem,  there 
was  no  cordiality  between  Swift  and  his  constant  correspondent 
Archbishop  King. 

J  Dnke  of  Shrewsbury. — CL 

§  He  was^  bo wcTer^.  chosen  speaks  by  a  majority  of  four 
toiceB.— B. 
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FROM  DR  DAVENANT.  * 

l/Vindsor,  Not.  S,  171S. 
Sir, 

You  have  the  character  of  employing  in  pjood 
offices  to  others  the  honour  and  happiness  you  have 
of  being  often  with  my  lord-treasurer.  This  use  of 
your  access  to  him  is  an  uncommon  instance  of 
generosity,  deserving  the  highest  praises ;  for,  most 
commonly,  men  are  most  apt  to  convert  such  ad- 
vantages to  their  own  single  interest,  withotit  any 
regard  of  others ;  though,  in  my  poor  opinion,  not 
so  wisely.  Acts  pf  friendship  create  friends,  event 
among  strangers,  that  taste  not  of  them ;  and  in 
my  experience,  I  hardly  ever  knew  a  man  friendly 
in  the  course  of  his  proceedings,  but  he  was  sup-» 
ported  in  the  world ;  ingratitude  being  the  vice,  of 
which  the  generality  of  men  are  most  ashai^ed  to 
be  thought  guilty. 

My  son  t  aud  I  have  reasons  to  return  you  oup 
thanks,  for  what  you  have  already  done  of  t^is  kind 
in  his  favour,  and  we  beg  the  continuance  of  it. 
Ministers  of  state  have  such  multiplicity  of  business^ 
that  it  is  no  wonder,  if  they  forget  low  individuals; 
and  in  such  a  case,  private  persons  must  be  beholden 
to  some  good-natured  man^^  tp  put  those  in  power  ii| 


^  Charles  Datenant,  LL.D.  iospector-general  of  Imports  an4 
exports.  He  was  sod  of  the  poet,  and  d^bMed  a  gooid  deal  ia 
politics,  in  which  he  shpw^d  some  Tersf^tilify.  He  died  No?.  6« 
1714. 

-f  Heory  Davenant,  Esq.  had  been  employed  at  Frankfort^ 
from  1703,  to  1707,  or  longer ;  but  his  father  attempted  iDTaiii 
to  get  him  to  Floreaoe*    (a  1718  he  was  resident  i^t  Genoa. 

VOL.  XVI.  a 
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mind  of  them;  otherwise  they  maybe  forgotten,  till 
old  age  overtakes  them.  Such  well  disposed  remem- 
brancers, de^rye  access,  familiarity,  ajid  interest 
with  great  men ;  and  perhaps,  they  are  the  most 
useful  siervants  they  can  countenance  in  their  hours 
of  leisure. 

I  need  not  tell  you,  that  in  poiut  of  time,  ht  is 
above  aU  pretenders  to  foreign  busiriens ;  that  his 
affairs  have  now  depended  almost  three  y<;ar«  ;  tlmt 
in  th€  interim,  it  has  gone  very  hard  with  him ; 
and  that  lie  gave  a  very  early  instance  of  his  zeal  to 
the  present  administration.  But  what  he  builds  his 
bopes  most  upon,  is  the  promise  my  lord-treasurer 
was  pleased  to  make  to  tlie  Duke  of  Shrewsbury, 
jiiat  as  kis  grace  left  Windsor,  that  a  provision 
should  bemadeibr  Mr  Davenant.  We  mu^t  en- 
tareat  you  to  find  some  lucky  moment  of  repjpedent- 
ing  to  my  lord,  that  the  young  man  is  pressed  by 
a  nearer  concern  than  that  of  .maki«g  his  fortune, 
and  thai  lovers  can  hardly  be  persu^wled  to  be  as 
patient  as  other  men.  The  duke  has  carried  his 
mistress  from  him,  and  will  not  consent  to  make 
him  happy,  itill  he  sees  him  in  some  way  of  being 
settled:  in  which  how  anxious  any  delay  must  be 
(possessiondepending  upon  it)  he  leaves  you  to  judge, 
yiho  have  so  well  studied  mankind,  and  who  know 
that  love  is  a  passion,  in  one  of  his  age,  much  stronger 
than  ambition.  I  beg  your  pardon  for  this  iong 
trouble,  and  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

Cn-fBLEs  Davenant.. 
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EXTRACT  FRQM  THP.  MS.  DTARY  OF 
BP,  KENNET.* 

'*  1713.  Dr  SwiPt  came  into  the  coflteehouse, 
and  had  a  bo\r'frorti  eWy  body  bat  me.  When 
I  came  to  the  antichatilber  to  wait  before  prarersr, 
Dr  Swift  ^vas  the  principal  man  of  tilk  atid  businesiSy 
and  acted  as  a  master  of  requests.  He  was  solicit- 
ing the  Earl  of  Arran  to  ^peak  to  his  brother  the 
Duke  of  Ormond,  to  get  a  chaplain's  place  establish- 
ed in  the  garrison  of  Hull  for  Mr  Fi^des,  a  dergy^ 
man  in  that  neighbourhood,  who  had  lately  been  in 
gaol,  aitd  published'  senhons  to  pay  fees.  He  was 
promising  Mr  Tliorold  to  undertake  with  my  lord* 
treasurer,  that,  afccdrding  to  his  petition,  he  should 
obtain  a  salary  of  2001.  per  annum^  as  minister  of 
the  English  church  at  Rotterdam.  He  stopped 
F.  G Wynne,  Esq.,  going  in  with  the  red  bag  to  the 
queen,  and  told  him  aloud  he  had  something 
to  say  to  him  from  my  lord-treasurer.  He  talked 
with  the  son  of  Dr  Davenant  to  be  sent  abroad,  \ 
and  took  out  his  pocket-book  and  wrote  down  se- 
veral things,  as  memoranda^  to  do  for  him.  He 
tutn^d  to  the  fire,  and  took  out  his  gold  watch,  and 
telling  him  the  time  of  tjie  day,  complained  it  was 
venr  late.  A  gentlemmt  said.  ^  he  was  too  fast.' 
^  How  caa  I  help  it/  says  the  doctor,  ^  if  the  cour* 


*  Fommly  ill  tbe  fibfary  of  ike  late  Marquis  of  Lanslowp^  ; 
and  noir  in  the  Britisli  Maseam.  This  is  a  rery  remarliable  bm- 
moraD^um,  and  shows  the  extent  of  Swift's  political  importanco 
at  this  moment.  The  whig  principles  of  the  l>ighop  seem  to  hart 
been  tolerably  acrimonious, 

f  See  the  preceding  lettQCt 
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tiers  give  me  a  watch  that  wonH  go  right  ?*  Then 
he  instructed  a  young  nobleman,  that  the  best  poet 
in  England  was  IVJrPope  (a.papist),*  who  had  begun 
a  translation  of  Homer  into  Englidi  verse,  for  which 

*  he  must  have  them  all  .subscribe ;'  *  for,*  says  he, 

*  the  author  shall  not  begin  to  print  till  /  have  a 
thousand  guineas  for  him.V  jJord-treasurer,  after 
leaving  the  queen,  came  through  the  room,  beckon- 
ing Dr  Swift  to  follow  him  :  both  went  off  just  be- 
fore prayers. 

**  Nov.  3. — I  see  and  hear  a  great  deal  to  confirm 
a  doubt,  that  the  pretender's  interest  is  much  at  the 
bottom  of  some  hearts:  a  whisper  that  Mr  Nelson 
had  a  prime  hand  in  the  late  book  for  hereditary 
right ;  and  that  ■.  one  of  them  was  presented  to 
majesty  itself,  whom  God  preserve  from  the  effect 
of  such  principles  and  such  intrigues  !" 


FROM  THE  DtJCHESS  OF  ORMOND. 

Not.  3,  1713,  Eleven  at  Night. 
Doctor, 
I  HOPE  your  servant  has  told  you,  I  sent  to  beg 
the  favour  of  you  to  come  hither  to-night  j  but 
since  you  could  not  conveniently,  I  hope  you  will 
not  deny  me  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  you  to- 
morrow morning.  My  lord  joins  with  me  in  that 
request,  and  will  see  no  company  but  you.  I  hope 
you  will  come  before  ten  o'clock,  because  he  is  to 
go  at  that  hour  to  Windsor.  I  beg  your  pardon  for 
sending  -so  early  as  I  have  ordered  them  to  carry 

*  Notabene.     . 
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this ;  but  the  fear  of  your  being  gone  abroad^  if 
they  went  later,  occasioned  that  trouble  given  you 
by.  Sir, 

Your  most  sincere, 

and  most  faithful  bumble  servant, 

M.  Ormond. 


TO  LORD-TREASURER  OXFORD, 

ON  THE  DEATH  OF  HIS  DAUGHTER,  THE  MARCHIONESS 
OF  CASHMARTHEN.^ 

NoTember  31^  171S. 
My  Lord, 
Your  lordship  is  the  person  in  the  world  to 
whom  every  body  ought  to  be  silent  upon  such  ai| 
occasion  as  thiii  which  is  only  to  be  supported 
by  the  greatest  wisdom  and  strength  of  mind: 
wherein,  God  knows,  the  wisest  and  best  of  us,  who 
would  presume  to  offer  their  thoughts,  are  far  your 
inferiors.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  a  great  misfor- 
tune is  apt  to  weaken  the  mind,,  and  disturb  the 
understanding.  This,  indeed,  might  be  some  pre- 
tence to  us  to  administer  our  consolations,  if  vfp 
had  been  wholly  strangers  to  the  person  gone.  But, 
my  lord,  whoever  had  the  honour  to  know  her, 
wants  a  comforter  as  much  as  your  lordship :  be 
cause,  though  their  loss  is  not  so  great,  yet  they 


*  The  marchioness  was  married  Not.  15,  1712 ;  brought  to 
bed  of  a  son  (afterward  Duke  of  Leeds),  Not.  Q,  1713;  and 
died  Not.  20,  aged  28,  The  letter  of  consolation  jis  beautifully 
and  feelingly  written. 
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have  not  the  imme  firmtieas  and  prodenoey  to  support 
thf?  wa^j^t  of  a  friend,  a!paitroxiess,  a  benefactor,  as 
you  have  to  support  that  of  a  daughter.  My  lord, 
both  religion  and  reason  forbid  me  to  have  the 
least  concern  for  that  lady's  death,  upon  her  own 
account;  and!  he  must  be  an  ill  Christian,  or  a  per- 
fect stranger  to  her  virtues,  who  would  not  wish 
himself,  with  all  subjnaissiou  to  God  Almighty's  will, 
in  her  condition.  But  your  lordship,  who  has  lost 
such  a  daughter,  aild  we,  who  have  lost  such  a  friend, 
and  the  world,  which  has  lost  such  an  example,  have, 
in  our  several  degrees,  greater  cause  to  lament,  than» 
perhaps,  was  ever  given  by  any  private  person  before : 
for,  my  lord,  I  have  sat  down  to  think  of  every 
amiable  quality  that  could  enter  into  the  composition 
of  a  lady,  and  could  not  single  out  one,  which  she 
did  not  possess  in  as  high  a  perfection  as  human 
nature  is  capable  of.  But  as  to  your  lordship's  own 
particular,  as  it  is  an  Unconceival|^le  misfortune  to 
have  lost  such  a  daughter,  so  it  is  a  possession  which 
few  can  boast  of,  to  have  had  such  a  daughter.  I 
have  often  said  to  your  lordship,  "  That  T  never  knew 
any  one  by  many  degrees  so  happy  in  their  domestics 
as  you :"  and  I  affirm  you  are  so  still,  though  not  by 
so  many  degrees  :  from  whence  it  is  very  obvious, 
that  your  lordship  should  reflect  upon  what  you  have 
left,  and  not  upon  what  you  have  lost. 

To  say  the  truth,  my  lord,  you  began  to  be  too 
happy  for  a  mortal ;  much  more  happy  than  is  usual 
with  the  dispensations  of  iProvidence  long  to  continue. 
You  had  been  the  great  instrument  of  preserving 
your  country  from  foreign  and  doniestic  ruin :  you 
have  had  the  felicity  of  establishing  your  family  in 
the  greatest  lustre,  without  any  obligation  to  the 
bounty  of  your  prince,  or  any  industry  of  your  own : 
you  have  triumphed  over  the  violence  and  treachery 
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of  your  enemies,  by  your  courage  a^  alnliti^s :  and 
by  the  steadiness  of  your  temper,  over  the  incon* 
stauficy  and  caprice  of  your  friends.  Perhaps  your 
lordship  has  felt  too  much  complacency  within  your- 
self, upon  this  universal  success :  and  God  Almighty, 
who  would  not  disappoint  your  endeavours  for  the 
prublic^  thought  fit  to  punish  you  with  q.  domestic 
loss,  where  he  knew  your  heart  was  most  exposed  > 
and  at  the  same  tuooe,  has  fulfilled  bis  own  wise 
purposes,  by  rewarding  in  a  better  life,  th^t  excel- 
lent creature  he  has  taxen  from  you. 

I  know  not,  my  lord,  why  I  write  this  to  you,  not 
hardly  what  I  am  writing.  I  am  sure,  it  is  not  from 
any  compliance  with  form ;  it  is  not  from  thinking 
that  I  can  give  your  lordship  any  ease.  I  think  it 
was  an  impulse  upcm  me  that  I  should  say  some- 
thing :  and  whether  I  shall  send  you  what  I  have 
written,  I  am  yet  in  doubt,  &c. 

^  JoN.  Swift. 


FROM  JUDQP  NUTLEY.  * 

Dublin,  Not.  21,  171S. 
Sir, 
I  CANNOT  help  telling  you  that  I  think  you  do 
me  great  wrong  in  phsw-gifng  me  with  being  too  civil. 


♦  Mr  Richard  Nntley  went  to  Freland  as  counsel  to  the  com- 
imssioners  of  the  forfeited  estates  io  that  kingdom  ;  and  acquired 
such  practice  as  eoabk4  him  ta  a\Uyw  Mr  Wiiltam  Nutley,  a  4is- 
sipat^  elder  brother  in  England,  SOOl.  a-year  out  of  his  profits, 
in  lieu  of  an  estate  of  1401.  a-year  which  he  was  fearful  would  be 
alienated  from  the  family.  William  was  the  author  of  a  little 
poem,  called  ^<  Dr  Radciiffe's  Advice  to  Lady  Dursley ;"  and, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


104  IPISTOLARY  C0RR£#)^OMt)fii?(C!le» 

and  with  want  of  plainness  in  my  letters  to  yoii.  If 
you  will  be  abundant  iii  your  favours  to  me,  how 
can  I  forbear  thanking  you  ?  and  if  you  will  call 
that  by  a  wrong  name,  that  is  your  fault,  and  not 
mine.  I  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  convince  you  of 
yoar  mistake,  by  putting  you  in  the  place  of  the 
party  obliged ;  and  then  I  will  show  you  that  I 
can  be  as  ready  as  you  are  in  doing  good  oflBces  for 
a  friend,  and  whvh  I  have  done  them,  can  treat 
you  as  you  do  me,  as  if  ybu  were  the  benefactor, 
and  I  had  received  thfe  favour :  I  am  sorry  I  did  not 
keep  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  you,  that  I  might  com- 
pare it  with  that  which  I  shall  have  from  you, 
whenever  I  shall  be  so  happy  as  to  receive  one  from 
you  upon  that  subject ;  for  I  am  thoroughly  per- 
suaded, you  will  then  as  much  outdo  me  in  civility 
of  expression^  as  you  do  now  in  the  power  of  con- 
ferring favours. 

By  this  time  I  hope,  I  have  satisfi|d  you,  that  it 
is  fit  for  me  (and  I  am  resolved)  to  e^n^ssthe  sense 
I  have  of  your  friendship  in  as  high  a  manner  as  I 
can,  until  I  have  an  opportunity  of  making  a  better 
return  :  but  to  show  you,  that  it  is  as  uneasy  to  me 
to  write  civil  things,  as  it  can  be  to  you  to  read 
them,  i  will,  as  often  as  I  can,  do  you  services,  that 
I  may  not  be  at  the  trouble  or  bear  the  reproach  of 
being  complaisant. 

I  am  so  much  a  philosopher  as  to  know  thi>t  to 
be  great,  is  to  be,  but  not  to  be  thought,  mi*- 
serable;  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  of  those  among 
them,  who  allow  retaliation ;  and  therefore  since 


"when  liis  circumstances  were  much  in  ihe  decline,  receWed  a  most 
^Doble  benefaction  from  tbat  benevolent  physician.— F« 
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you  have  declared  yoat  intention  of  loading  me 
with  cares,  I  will,  as  far  as  1  can,  mttke  you  sen- 
sible of  the  hurt  you  do  me,  by  laying  a  like  burden 
upon  you, 

I  thank  you  most  sincerely  f6r  the  clear  and  full 
information  you  have  given  me  of  your  grand  church 
affair.     It  entirely  agrees  with  my  judgment;  for  I 
do  think  that  what  you  propose  will  be  the  best  ser* 
vice  that  has  been  done  to  this  church  and  kingdom 
since  the  restoration,  and  the  doing  it  soon  will  be 
of  great  advantage  to  the  queen's  afiairs  at  this 
juncture.     For,  it  has  been  given  out  among  the 
party,  that  the  ministry  have  an  eye  toward  the 
whigs,  and  that  if  they  now  exert  themselves,  they 
will  soon  have  an  open  declaration  in  their  favour : 
we    have    a    remarkable  proof   of   this;    for  Mr 
Broderick  has  engaged  a  considerable  number  of 
the  parliament  men   (many  of  them  not  of   his 
party)  to  pron^ise  him  their  votes  for  speaker,  by 
telling  them  he  has  the  approbation  of  the  ministry 
and  lord-lieutenant ;  and  since  his  grace  has  made  ^ 
known  her  majiesty's  pleasure,  a  new  word  is  given* 
out  that  the  liberties  of  the  people  are  in  the  last 
danger,  and  that  the  crown  is  attempting  the  no- 
mination of  a  speaker.     1  own  I  am  no  politician ; 
but  I  think  I  understand  the  posture  of  affairs  here, 
and  I  am  assured  that  ^he  church  party  is  so  strong, 
that  if  any  thing  be  done  on  your  side  to  excite  their 
2eal,  and  discourage  their  adversaries,  there  will  be 
but  a  short  struggle  here.     But  if  the  whigs  are  per- 
mitted  to  hope,  or  what  is  as  bad,  to  boast  of  their 
expectations,  and  nothing  is  done  to  enable  others 
to  confute  tbem,  they  will,  it  is  probable,  b^  able  to 
give  trouble  to  the  government ;  and  what  is  now 
easy  to  be  effected,  will  become  difficult  by  delay ; 
and  1  fear  the  want  of  doing  this  in  time  will  occa* 
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sion  some  uneasiness,  to,  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbuiy  ;, 
for  to  this  is  owing  the  daubtfut  di$p«rt^  who  shall 
be  speaker. 

I  have  showed  your  letter  to  the  gentleman  chiefly 
concerned  in  it:  this  I  did,  because  1  kaew  it  would 
produce  a  full  expression  of  his  sentim/ents ; .  and  I 
can  assure  you,  whatever  occasion  may  harve  been 
given  you  to  think  what  you  §ay  in  your  letter,  he 
has  a  true  sense  of  your  friendship  to  him.  I  will 
be  guarantee,  that  iaccordii>g  to  the  power  he. has 
he  will  be  ready  to  serve  you,  and  that  in  kind. 

My  lord- chancellor  \yill  ^nd  you  his  own  thanks. 
I  am,  most  truly  and  sincerely, 

YoujTS,  &c. 


FROM  MR  POPE.* 

Bittfiefd)  Dec.  S,  1713^ 

Sir, 

Not  to  trouble  you  Bt  present  wich  a  recital  of 

all'  my  obligations  to  you,  I  shall  only  mentiow  two 

tbingsy  which  I  take  particutorly  kind  of  you :  your 

desire  thaa;  I  shotild  write^to  you,  and  your  pro{)osaf 


*  This  is  the  opening  of  the  correspondence  between  these  cele- 
brated men,  which  began  in  faroiirs  on  Swift's  part,  and  gratitude 
aa  that  of  Pope,  and  ended  in  the  most  strict  friendshrp  on  both, 
Ifvom  ^  mamofandtira  extracted  from  Bishop  Kennefn  Diary,  the 
interest  which  Swift  took  in  the  subscription  to  Momer  is  fully 
proved;  and  one  would' almost  think  Pope's  ludicrous  proposal 
ik)  change  his  religion  was  calculated  to  meet  Kennef  s  sagacious 
iMiendb  upon  that  subject. 
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of  giving  me  twemty  guineas  to  change  my  religion; 
which  last  jou  noust  give  me  kave  to  make  the  sub- 
ject  of  this  letter. 

Sure  no  clerg3rman  ever  offered  so  much  out  of 
his  own  purse  for  the  sake  of  any  religion.  It  is 
almost  as  many  pieces  of  gokl  as  an  Apostle  couki 
get  of  silver,  from  the  priests  of  old,  on  a  much 
more  vahiable  consideration.  I  believe  it  will  be 
better  worth  my  while  to  propose  a  change  of  my 
laith  by  subscription,  than  a  translation  of  Homer. 
And»  to  convince  you  how  well  disposed  I  am  to 
the  refoitnation,  I  shall  be  content,  if  you  can 
prevail  with  my  lord«treasurer  and  the  ministry  to 
rise  to  the  same  sum  each  of  them,  on  this  pious 
account,  as  my  Lord  Halifax  has  done  on  the  pro- 
fane one.  1  am  afraid  there  is  no  being  at  once  a 
poet  and  a  good  Christian ;  and  I  am  very  much 
straitened  between  the  two,  while  the  whigs  seem 
willing  to  contribute  as  much  to  continue  me  the 
one,  as  you  would  to  make  me  the  other.  But,  if 
you  can  move  every  man  in  the  government,  who 
has  above  ten  thousand  pounds  a-year,  to  subscribe 
as  much  as  yourself,  I  shall  become  a  convert,  as 
most  men  do,  when  the  Lord  turns  it  to  my 
interest.  I  know  they  have  the  truth  of  religion  so 
much  at  heart,  that  they  would  certainly  give  more 
to  have  one  good  subject  translated  from  popery  to 
the  church  of  England,  than  twenty  Heathenish 
authors  out  of  any  known  tongue  into  ours.  I 
therefore  commission  you,  Mr  Dean,  with  full 
authority  to  transact  this  affair  in  my  name,  and  to 
propose  as  follows.  First,  that  as  to  the  head  of 
our  church,  the  pope,  I  may  engage  to  renounce 
his  power,  whensoever  I  shall  receive  any  particular 
indulgencies  frcmi  the  head  of  youir  churchy  the 
queen. 
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As  to  communion  in  one  kind,  I  shall  also  pro* 
mise  to  change  it  foF  comfnHuion  in  both^  as  soon  as 
the  ministry  wilt  allow  me. 

For  invocartions  to  saints,  mine  shall  be  turned  to 
dedications  to  sinners,  when  I  shall  find  the  great 
ones  of  this  world  as  willing  to  do  me  any  good,  ^ 
I  beliere  those  of  the  other  are. 

You  see  I  shall  not  be  obstinate  in  the  main 
points;  but  there  is  one  article  I  must  reserve,  and 
which  you  seemed  not  unwilling  to  allow  me,  prayer 
for  the  dead.  There  are  people  to  whose  souls  I 
wish  as  well  as  to  my  own  j  and  I  must  crave  leave, 
humbly  to  lay  before  Ihem,  that,  though  the  sub-^ 
scriptions  above-mentioned  will  suffice  for  myself, 
there  are  necessary  perquisites  and  additions,  which 
I  must  demand  on  the  score  of  this  charitable  sutiele. 
It  is  also  to  be  considered,  that  the  greater  part  of 
those,  whose  souls  I  am  most  concerned  for^  were, 
unfortunately  heretics,  schismatics,  poets,  painters, 
or  persons  of  such  lives  and  manners,  as  few  or  no 
churches  are  willing  to  save.  The  expense  will 
therefore  be  the  greater,  to  make  an  effectual  pro» 
vfeion  for  the  said  soulsw 

Old  Dryden,  though  a  Roman  Catholic,  was  a 
poet;  and  it  is  revealed  in  the  visions  of  some 
ancient  saints,  that  no  poet  was  ever  saved  under 
some  hundreds  of  masses.  I  cannot  set  his  delivery 
from  purgatory  at  less  than  fifty  pounds  sterling. 

Walsh  was  not  only  a  Socinian,  but  (what  you 
will  own  is  harder  to  be  saved)  a  whig'.  He  cannot 
modestly  be  rated  at  less  than  a  hundred. 

L'Estrange  being  a  tory,  we  compute  him  but  at 
twenty  pounds ;  which  I  hope  no  friend  of  the  party 
can  deny  to  give,  to  keep  him  from  damning  in  the 
next  life,  considering  they  never  gave  him  sixpence 
to  keep  him  from  starving  in  this. 
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All  this  together  amounts  to  one  hundred  and 
seventy  pounds. 

In  the  next  place,  I  must  de8ii>e  you  to  represent 
that  there  are  several  of  my  friends  yet  living,  whom 
I  design,  Grod  willing,  to  outlive,  in  consideration  of 
legacies ;  out  of  whicli  iit  ia  a  doctrine  in  the  reforn>ed 
ckurch,  that  not  a  farthing  shall  be  allowed,  to  save 
their  souls  who  gave  them. 

There  is  one  ♦  *  *  ♦  ^ho  wUl  die  within  these 
few  momths ;  with  *  ♦  ♦  *  *  ^i^  ♦  one  Mr  Jervas, 
who  hath  grievously  offended,  in  making  the  like- 
ness of  tdmost  all  things  in  Heaven  above  and  earth 
below.  And  one  Mr  Gay,  an  unhappy  youth,  who 
writes  pastorals  diirittg  the  time  of  divine  service; 
whose  case  is  the  more  deplorable,  as  he  hath 
miserably  lavished  away  all  that  silver  he  should 
have  reserved  for  his  soul's  health,  in  buttons  and 
loops  for  his  coat. 

I  cannot  pretend  to  have  these  people  honestly 
saved  vnder  some  hundred  pounds,  whether  you 
consider  the  difficulty  of  such  a  work,  or  the 
extreme  love  and  tenderness  I  bear  them ;  which 
will  infallibly  make  me  push  this  charity  as  far  as 
I  am  able. 

There  is  bnt  one  more  whose  salvation  I  insist 
upon ;  and  then  I  have  done :  but  indeed  it  may 
prove  of  so  much  greater  charge  than  all  the  rest» 
that  I  will  only  lay  the  case  before  you  and  the 
ministry,  and  leave  to  their  prudence  and  generosity 
what  sum  they  shall  think  ^t  to  bestow  upon  it 

The  person  I  mean  is  Dr  Swift:  a  dignified 
clergyman,  but  one,  who,  by  his  own  confession, 
has  composed  more  libels  than  sermons.  If  it  be 
true,  what  I  have  heard  often  affirmed  by  innocent 
people,  **  That  too  much  wit  is  dangerous  to  salva- 
tion \*  this  unfortunate  gentleman  must  certainly  be 
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damned  to  aH  eternity.  But  I  hope  his  long  experi- 
ence in  the  world,  and  frequent  contereation  with 
great  men,  will  cause  him  (as  it  has  some  others)  to 
have  less  and  less  wit  every  day.  Be  it  as  it  will, 
I  should  not  think  my  own  soul  deserved  U>  be  saved j 
if  I  did  not  endeavour  to  save  his ;  for  I  have  all  thd 
obligations  in  nature  to  him.  He  has  brought  me 
into  better  company  than.  I  cared  for,  made  me 
merrier  when  I  was  sick  than  I  had  a  mind  to  be, 
and  put  me  upon  making  poems  on  purpose  that  he 
might  alter  them,  &c. 

I  once  thought  I  could  never  have  discharged  my 
debt  to  his  kindness ;  but  have  lately  been  informed 
to  my  unspeakable  comfort,  that  I  have  more  than 
paid  it  all.  For  Monsieur  de  Montaigne  has  as- 
sured me,  ^^  That  the  person  who  receives  a  benefit 
obliges  the  giver;"  for,  since  the  chief  endeavour  of 
one  friend  is  to  do  good  to  the  other,  he  who  ad- 
ministers both  the  matter  and  occasion,  is  the  man 
who  is  liberal.  At  this  rate  it  is  impossible  Dr  Swift 
should  be  ever  out  of  my  debt,  as  matters  istand 
already ;  and,  for  the  future,  he  may  exj^ect  daily 
more  obligations  from 

His  most  faithful 

affectionate  humble  servant, 

A,  Pope. 

I  have  finished  the  Rape  of  the  Lock ;  but  I  believe 
I  may  stay  here  till  Christmas,  without  hindrance 
of  business. 
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TO  BISHOP  STERNE. 

LondoQ,  Dec.  19,  1713. 
MY;LbBD4 

I  HAVE  two  letters  from  you  to  acknowledge,  one 
of  the  fifth,  and  anothier  of  the  eleventh  instant. 
I  am  very  glad  ^t  lies  m  my  way  to  do  any  service 
to  Mr  AVorrall,  and  that  his  merits  and  my  incli- 
nations a^gree  so  well.  I  write  this  post  to  Dr 
Synffe,  to  admit  him.  I  am  glad  your  lordship 
thinKs  of  removing  your  palace  to  the  old,  or  some 
better  place.  I  wish  I  were  near  enough  to  give 
my  approbation  j  and  if  you  do  not  choose  till 
summer,  I  shall,,, God  willinff,  attend  you.  Your 
second  letter  is  about  Dr  Marsh,  who  is  one  I 
always  loved,  and  have  shown  it  lately,  by  doing 
every  thing  he  could  desire  from  a  brother^  1 
should  be  glad  for  some  reasons,  that  he  would  get 
p,  recomipendation  from  the  lord-lieutenant,  or  at 
least  that  he  be  named.  I  cannot  say  more  at  thi$ 
distance,  but  assure  you,  that  all  due  care  is  takea 
of  him.  I  have  had  an  old  scheme,  as  your  lord- 
ship may  remember,  of  dividing  the  bishopricks  of 
Kilmore  and  Ardagh.  *  I  advised  it  many  months 
ago,  and  repeated  it  lately  j  and  the  queen  and 
ministry,  I  suppose,  are  fallen  into  it.  I  did  like<- 
wise  lay  very  earnestly  before  proper  persons  the 
justice,  and  indeed  necessity,  of  choosing  to  promote 
those  of  the  kingdom ;  which  advice  has  been 
hearkened  to^  and  1  hope  will  be  followed.    I  would 


*  These  sees  were  then  racant,  and  were  granted  the  month 
following  to  the  lord-lieutenant's  chaplain,  Dr  Godwyn.^^H. 
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likewise  say  something  ia  relation  to  a  /riend  of 
your  lordship's;  but  I  can  only  venture  thus  much, 
that  it  was  not  to  be  don^»  and  you  may  easily  guess 
the  reasons. 

I  know  not  who  are  named  among  you  for  th^ 
preferments;  and,  my  lord,  this  is  a  very  nice 
pomt  to  talk  of  at  the  distance  I  am.  I  know  a 
person  there  better  qualified,  perhaps,  than  any  that 
will  succeed.  But,  my  lord,  our  thoughts  here  are, 
that  your  kingdom  leans  too  much  one  way ;  and 
believe  me,  it  cannot  do  so  long,  while  the  que^  , 
and  administration  here  act  upon  so  very  different  a 
foot.  This  is  more  than  I  care  to  say.  I  should 
be  thought   a  very  vile  man,    if  I   presumed  to 

recommend  to *  my  own  brother,  if  he  were 

the  least  disinclined  to  the  present  measures  of  her 
majesty  and  ministry  here.  Whoever  is  thought 
to  do  so  must  shake  off  that  ch^^racter,  or  wait  for 
other  junctures.  This,  my  lord,  I  believe  you 
will  find  to  be  true ;  and  I  will  for  dnce  venture  a 
step  farther,  than  perhaps  discretion  should  let 
me  :  that  I  never  saw  so  great  a  firmness  in  the 
court,  as  there  now  is,  to  pursue  those  measures, 
iipon  which  this  ministry  began,  whatever  some 
people  ma^  pretend  to  tliink  to  the  contrary :  and 
were  certain  objections  made  against  some  persons 
we  both  know,  I  believe  I  might  have  been  instru* 
mental  to  the  service  of  some,  whom  I  mrust  esteem. 
Pick  what  you  can  out  of  all  this,  and  believe  to  be 
ever,  &c. 

Jon.  Swift; 


♦  **  A  bishoprick,*'  doubtless. — Ni. 
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FROM  LORD  PRIMATE  LINDSAY. 

Dec,  26,  1713. 
Sir, 

Yours  of  December  the  8th  I  have  received, 
and  have  obeyed  your  commands ;  but  am  much 
troubled  to  find  that  the  trade  of  doing  ill  offices  is 
still  continued.  As  for  my  part,  I  can  entirely  clear 
myself  from  either  writing  or  saying  any  thing  to 
any  one's  prejudice  upon  this  occasion ;  *  and  if 
others  have  wounded  me  in  the  dark,  it  is  no  more 
than  they  have  done  before  ;  for  Archbishop  Tillot- 
son  formerly  remarked,  that  if  he  should  hearken  to 
what  the  Irish  clergy  said  of  one  another,  there  was 
not  a  man  in  the  whole  country  that  ought  to  be 
preferred. 

We  are  now  adjourned  for  a  fortnight,  and  the 
commons  for  three  weeks.  I  hear  our  lord-lieutenant 
is  not  well  pleased,  that  we  have  adjourned  short  of 
them :  and  I  fancy  the  queen  will  not  be  well  pleased, 
that  the  commons  have  had  so  little  regard  to  the 
dispatch  of  public  business,  as  to  make  so  long  an 
adjournment  as  three  weeks :  and  indeed  they  lowly 
seem  to  intimate,  that  if  the  lord  chancellor  f  is  not 
removed  by  that  time,  they  will  give  her  majesty  no 
more  money ;  and  indeed  some  of  them  do  not  stick 
to  say  as  much,  and  think  it  a  duty  incumbent  on 


*  There  was  at  this  time  a  great  difference  between  the  house 
of  lords  and  commons  in  li^land,  about  the  lord-chancellor 
Phipps  of  that  kingdom  ;  the  latter  addressing  the  queen  to  re- 
moTe  him  from  his  post,  and  the  former  addressing  in  his  favour. 
— B. 

f  Sir  Constantine  Phipps.— H. 

VOL.  XVI.  H 
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the  crown,  to  turn  out  that  minister  (how  innocent 
soever  he  be)  whom  the  commons  have  addressed 
against. 

I  think  it  is  as  plain  to  any  who  know  the  state  of 
affairs  here,  that  no  party  hath  strength  enough 
directly  to  oppose  a  money  bill  in  this  kingdom, 
when  the  government  thinks  fit  to  exert  itself,  as  to 
be  sure  it  always  will  do  upon  such  occasions :  and 
the  half-pay  officers,  no  doubt,  will  readily  come 
in  to  that  supply,  out  of  which  they  are  to  receive 
their  pay.  But  should  all  fail,  yet  the  queen  still 
may  make  herself  easy,  by  disbanding  two  or  three 
regiments,  and  striking  off  some  unnecessary  pen- 
sions. 

Hobbes,  in  his  Behemoth,  talks  of  a  heighth 
in  time  as  well  as  place  ;  and  if  ever  there  was  a 
heighth  in  time  here,  it  is  certainly  now  ;  for  some 
men  seem  to  carry  things  higher,  according  to  their 
poor  power,  than  they  did  in  England  in  1641. 
And  they  now  threaten  (and  I  am  pretty  well  as- 
sured, have  resolved  upon  it)  that  if  the  chancellor 
is  not  discarded,  they  will  impeach  him  before  the 
lords  in  England.  But  if  they  have  no  more  to  say 
against  him,  than  what  their  address  contains,  I  think 
they  will  go  upon  no  very  wise  errand. 

I  question  not  but  that  you  will  receive  the  votes, 
addresses,  and  representations  of  both  houses  from 
other  hands,  and  therefore  I  have  not  troubled  you 
with  them :  but  if  the  parliament  should  continue  to 
sit,  you  may  expect  a  great  product  of  that  kind ;  for 
the  commons  have  ^taken  upon  themselves  to  be  a 
court  of  judicature,  have  taken  examinations  out  of 
the  judges  hands  about  murder  (which  is  treason  here) 
without  ever  applying  to  the  government  for  them : 
and  before  trial  have  voted  the  sheriffs  and  officers  to 
have  done  their  duty,  and  acquitted  themselves  well* 
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when  possibly  the  time  may  yet  come,  that  some 
may  still  be  hanged  for  that  fact ;  which,  in  ny  poor 
opinion,  is  entirely  destructive  of  liberty,  and  the 
freedom  of  elections. 

I  am  your  most  humble  servs^nt,  ^q, 


TO  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 

London,  D^  31,  1715* 
My  Lord, 
Your  grace's  letter,  which  I  received  but  last 
post,  is  of  an  earlier  date  than  what  have  since 
arrived.  We  have  received  the  addresses  for  re- 
moving the  chancellor,  and  the  counter-addresses 
from  the  lords  and  convocation ;  and  y^u  will 
know,  before  this  reaches  you,  our  sentiments  of 
them  here.  I  am  at  a  loss  what  to  say  in  this  whole 
affair.  When  I  writ  to  you  before,  I  dropped  a 
word  on  purpose  for  you  to  take  notice  of;  that 
our  court  seemed  resolved  to  be  very  firm  in  their 
resolutions  about  Ireland.  I  think  it  impossible  for 
the  two  kingdoms  to  proceed  long  upon  a  different 
scheme  of  politics.  The  controversy  with  the 
city  I  am  not  master  of;  it  took,  its  rise  before  I 
ever  concerned  myself  in  the  affairs  of  Ireland^ 
farther  than  to  be  an  instrument  of  doing  some 
services  to  the  kingdom,  for  which  I  have  been  ill 
requited. ,  But,  my  lord,  the  question  with  us  here 
is,  whether  there  was  a  necessity  that  the  other 
party  should  be  a  majority  ?  Thuere  was  put  into 
my  hands  a  list  of  your  house  of  commons  by  some 
who  know  the  kingdom  well :  I  desired  they  would 
(as  they  pften  do  here)  set  a  mark  pn  the  names  of 
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those  who  would  be  for  the  ministry,  who  I  found 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  forty-three,  which  I 
think  comes  within    an   equality:    twenty  names 
besides  they  could  not  determine  upon ;  so  that, 
suppose  eight  to  be  of  the  same  side,  there  would 
be  a  majority  by  one ;  but  besides,  we  reckon  that 
the  first  number,    one    hundred  and   forty-three, 
would  easily  rise  to  a  great  majority,  by  the  influ- 
ence  of  the  government,  if  that  had  been  thought 
fit.     This  ii^  demonstration  to  us  ;  for,  the  govern- 
ment there  has   more   influence    than  the    court 
here :  and  yet  our  court  carried  it  for  many  years 
against  a  natural  majority,  and  a  much  greater  one. 
I  shall  not  examine  the  reasons  among  you   for 
proceeding  otherwise ;  but  your  grace  will  find  that, 
we  are  determined  upon  the  conclusion,  which  is> 
that  Ireland  must  proceed  on  the  same  foot  with 
Englai^.     I  am  of  opinion,  my  lord,  that  nothing 
could  do  more  hurt  to  the  whig  party  in  both  king- 
doms, than  their  manner  of  proceeding  in  your  house 
of  commons.    It  will  confirm  the  crown  and  ministry 
that  there  can  be  no  safety  while  those  people  are 
able  to  give  disturbance ;  and  indeed  the  effects  it 
has  already  produced  here,  are  hardly  to  be  be- 
lieved :  neither  do  we  here  think  it  worth  our  while 
to  be  opposed,  and  encourage  our  enemies,  only  for 
L.  70,000  a-year:  to  supply  which  it  may  not  be  hard 
to  find  other  expedients ;  and  when  there  shall  be 
occasion  for  a  parliament,  we  are  confident  a  new 
one  may  be  called,  with  a  majority  of  men  in  the 
interest  of  the  queen  and  church;  for,  when  the 
present  majority  pretends  to  regard  either,  we  look 
upon  such  professions  to  signify  no  more  than  if 
tiiey  were  penned  by  my  Lord  Wharton,  or  Mr 
Molesworth.     I  have  suffered  very  much  for  my 
tenderness  to  some  persons  of  that  party,  which 
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I  stiU  preserve ;  biit  I  believe  it  will  not  b*  Itog 
in  my  power  to  serve  those  who  may  want  it     It' 
would  be  endless  to  recount  to  your  grace  the  re-' 
proaches  that  have  been  made  me,  on  account  of 
your  neighbour. 

It  is  but  true,  my  lord,  we  do  not  care  to  be 
troubled  with  the  affairs  of  Ireland;  but,  there 
being  no  war,  or  meeting  of  parliatnent,  we  have 
leisure  at  present :  besides,  we  look  upon  ourselves 
as  touched  in  the  tenderest  p^i;.  We  know  the 
whig  party  are  preparing  to  attack  us  next  sessions, 
and  their  prevailing  in  Ireland  would,  we  think, 
be  a  great  strength  and  encouragement  to  th^m 
here:  besides,  our  remissness  would  dishearten 
our  friends,  and  make  them  think  we  acted'  <sl 
trimming  game.  There  are  some  things;  wbick 
we  much  wonder  at,  as  they  are  repi'esented:  th^ 
address  for  removing  the  chancellor '  is  grounded 
upon  two  facts:  in  the  former  of  which  he  Waa 
only  concerned  with  several  others.  The  crimihal 
was  poor  and  penitent ;  and  a  noli  prosequi  was  nb 
illegal  thing.  As  to  Moore*s  business,;  the  chancdci 
lor's  speech  on  thai  occasion  has  been  transmitted 
hither,  and  seems  to  clear  him  from  the  imputation 
of  prejudging.  Another  thing  we  wonder  at,  is, 
to  find  the  commons  in  their  votes  approve  the 
sending  for  the  guards,  by  whom  a  man  was  killed. 
Such  a  thing  would,  they  say,  look  monstrous  in 
England. 

Your  grace  seems  to  think  they  would  not  break 
on  money  matters;  biit  we  are  taught  another 
opinion,  that  they  will  not  pass  the  great  bill  until 
they  have  satisfaction  about  the  chancellor:  and 
what  the  consequence  of  that  will  be,  I  suppose 
you  may  guess  from  what  you  know  by  this  tmrfi. 
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My  lord,  we  can  judge  no  otherwise  here  than 
by  the  representations  made  to  us.  I  sincerely 
look  upon  your  grace  to  be  master  of  as  much 
wisdom  and  sagacity,  as  any  person  I  have  known; 
and  from  my  particular  respect  to  you  and  your 
abilities^  shall  never  presume  to  censure  your  pro- 
ceedings, until  I  am  fully  apprised  of  the  matter. 
Your  grace  is  looked  upon  here  as  altogether  in 
the  other  party,  which  1  do  not  allow  when  it  is 
said  to  me.  I  conceive  you  to  follow  the  dictates 
of  your  reason  and  conscience :  and  whoever  does 
that,  wilU  in  public  management,  often  differ  as 
well  from  one  side  as  another. 

As  to  myself^  I  take  Ireland  to  be  the  worst  place 
to  be  in  while  the  parliament  sits,  and  probably  I 
may  think  the  same  of  England  in  a  month  or  two. 
I  have  few  obligations  (farther  than  personal  friend- 
ship and  civilities)  to  any  party :  I  have  nothing  to 
ask  for  but  a  little  money  to  pay  my  debts,  which 
I  doubt  they  never  will  give  me  ;  and  wanting  wis- 
dom to  judge  better,  I  follow  those  who,  I  think, 
a^e  most  for  preserving  the  church  and  state,  with- 
out examining  whether  they  do  so  from  a  principle 
of  virtue  or  of  interest. 

Jon.  Swift* 


StA 


FEOM  LORD  PRIMATE  LINDSAY. 

Jan.  5,  1713.14. 

Sir, 
Yours  I  received  the  2d  instant,  and  immedi- 
ately got  Mr  Justice  Nutley  to  write  to  the  Bishop 
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of  Killala^  ♦  at  Kells,  to  know  of  him,  whether,  if 
he  could  get  him  translated  to  the  Bishoprick  of 
Raphoe,  he  would  accept  of  it :  and  this  day  we 
received  his  answer,  that  it  was  not  worth  his  while 
to  carry  his  family  so  far  northward,  for  so  little 
advantage  as  that  bishoprick  would  bring  him ;  his 
own  being  upward  of  a  thousand  pounds  a-year, 
and  Raphoe  not  much  above  eleven  hundred.  The 
reason  why  I  got  Judge  Nutley  to  write,  was,  be- 
cause I  apprehended  it  might  seem  irksome  to  him 
to  be  persuaded  by  myself  to  accept  of  what  I  left : 
though  at  the  same  time  I  can  assure  you,  i  have 
done  little  more  than  saved  myself  whole  by  that 
bishoprick  ;  and  he  might,  if  he  pleased,  in  a  little 
time  have  received  sixteen  or  seventeen  hundred 
pounds  for  fines ;  so  that  if  this  comes  time  enough 
to  your  hands,  you  will  prevent  any  farther  motion 
that  way.  But  if  Meath  drops,  I  believe  it  would 
be  an  acceptable  post;  and  the  truth  is,  he  has 
always,  in  the  worst  of  times,  voted  honestly,  and 
behaved  himself  as  a  true  son  of  the  church.  In 
the  mean  time,  be  assured,  the  judge  knows  not  that 
you  are  concerned  in  this  affair. 

There  is  a  gentleman,  whom  I  believe  you  must 
have  heard  of,  Dr  Andrew  Hamilton,  f  archdeacon 
of  Raphoe,  a  man  of  good  learning  and  abilities,  and 
one  of  great  interest  in  that  country,  whom  I  could 
wish  you  would  move  for  (since  the  Bishop  of  Killala 
refuses)  to  succeed  me  in  Raphoe,  as  one  that  is  the 
most  likely  to  do  good  in  that  part  of  the  country, 
of  any  one  man  I  know.  < 


♦  Dr  William  Lloyd.— N. 

f  Though  recommeiaded  by  the  primate  to  succeed  him  ia  the 
e  of  Raphoe,  he  was  not  preferred  to  it ;  Dr  Edward  Sjnge 
^ins  then  adYanoed  to  that  faishonrick. — B. 
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And  now  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thankfe  for  the 
great  services  you  have  done  me :  and  as  you  have 
contributed  much  to  my  advancement,  so  I  must 
dcisire  ypu,  upon  occasion,  to  give  me  your  farther 
assistance  for  the  service  of  the  church.     . 

The  parliament  is  prorogued  to  the  18th  instant; 
hi;itthe  whigs  continuing  obstinate,  and  deaf  to  all 
persuasions  to  carry  oi)  the  queen's  business  with 
peace  and  gentleness,  we  conclude  it  must  be  disr 
solved. 

If  this  should  not  come  time  enough  to  your 
hands,  to  prevent  the  Bishop  of  Killala'^  letter  for  a 
translation  to  Raphoe,  I  will  labour  all  I  can  to 
majce  him  easy. 


FROM  LORD  CHANCELLOR  PHIPPS. 

Dablin,  Jan.  15,  1713.14. 
Dear  Sir, 
Many  of  my  letters  from  London  tell  me  how 
much  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  friendly  solici- 
Jation  on  my  son's  behalf,  which  will  be  always 
irem^mbercid  by  us  both,  with  the  same  gratitude, 
a^  if  jt  had  suqceeded.  I  had  congratulations  from 
th^  Duke  of  Ormond,  my  Lord  Bolingbroke,  and 
others,  on. account  of  my  son's  having  the  place, 
for  they  sent  me  word  it  was  actually  done ;  and 
several  other  persons  had  letters  of  it,  and  our 
friends  were  extremely  rejoiced  at  the  well  timing 
of  it,  and  it  was  a  great  addition  to  the  mortifica- 
tion of  the  whigs  ^  and  the  disappointment  will  be  a 
cause  of  great  joy  to  them.     But  in  this,  and  in 
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all  other  things,  I  submit  to  the  judgment  of  my 
superiors,  who  know  best  what  is  fit  to  be  done. 
As  to  looking  out  for  any  thing  else  for  my  son, 
there  is  noticing  else  here,  that  I  know  is  fit  for 
him ;  and  if  any  thing  worth  his  having  falls  in 
England,  it  will  be  disposed  of  before  I  can  have 
notice  of  it. 

We  are  told  by  every  body,  that  the  rest  of  our 
vacant  bishopricks  will  be  filled  to  our  satisfaction ; 
if  they  are,  you  must  be  one  of  them.     But  if  you 
are  resolved,  tbat  you  will  not  yet  episcopari  h^re, 
give  Hfte  leave  to  recommend  to  you  an  affair  of 
my  Lord  Abercom's,  which  is,   that  you  would 
consent  to  the  agreement  the  vicars  choral  have 
made  with  him  for  renewing  his  lease.*     I  am 
informed  there  are  some  misunderstandings  between 
you.     It  is  very  unhappy  there  should  be  any  dif- 
ference between  two  such  sure  and  great  friends  to 
the  common  cause.     I  do  assure  you,  we  are  very 
much  obliged  to  my  Lord  Abercorn  for  his  great 
service  in  these  times  of  difficulty ;  he  is  as  good  a 
friend  as  any  in  the  world,  and  as  bad  an  enemy; 
and  I  am  very  sure,    if  you  would  make  him  a 
compliment,  and  oblige  him  in  this  matter,  you 
would  gain  an  entire  true  friend  of  him  for  the 
future,  and  oblige  a  great  many  of  your  friends 
here,  who  have  all  a  great  value  and  esteem  for 
him. 

I  heartily  congratulate  you  on  her  majesty's  re- 
covery, and  the  good  effect  it  has  had  in  uniting 


*  This  lease  was  for  the  greatest  part  of  York  Street,  in  which 
Lord  Abercorn  lived ;  and,  by  the  terms  of  their  charter,  the 
vicars  choral  cannot  make  leases  without  the  consent  of  the  dean 
and  chapter .-^H. 
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our  friends.  That,  together  with  the  rescdntioii 
that  is  taken  tp  support  the  church  interest,  will, 
without  doubt,  in  a  little  time  render  all  things 
easy  and  quiet  in  both  kingdoms ;  though  as  yet 
our  whigs  here  are  as  obstinate  and  perverse  as  ever. 
The  comuions  are  resolved  they  will  give  no  money 
till  I  am  removed  :  and  the  aldermen  will  not  own 
my  lord-mayor,  nor  proceed  to  any  election,  not- 
withstanding the  opinion  of  all  the  judges  here, 
and  of  the  attorney-general,  and  all  the  queen's  coun- 
sel (except  Sir  Joseph  Jekyll)  in  England. 

I  wish  you  many  happy  new  years,  and  should  be 
very  proud  to  receive  your  commands  here,  being, 
with  the  utmost  sincerity  and  esteem,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant. 

Con.  Phipps. 


FROM  THE  EARL  OF  ANGLESEY. 

Dublin,  Jan.  16,  1713-14. 
Mb  Dean, 
You  judged  extremely  right  of  me,  that  I  should, 
with  great  pleasure,  receive  what  you  tell  me,  that 
my  endeavours  to  serve  her  majesty,  in  this  king- 
dom, are  agreeable  to  my  lord-treasurer,  and  the 
rest  of  the  ministers.  I  have  formerly  so  freely  ex- 
pressed to  you  the  honour  I  must  always  have  for 
1)is  lordship,  that  I  think  I  cannot  explain  myself 
more  fully  on  that  subject.  But,  what  his  lordship 
has  already  done  for  the  church,  and  the  church 
interest  here,  and  what  we  have  assurance  will  soon 
be  done,  will  give  his  lordship  so  entire  a  command 
in  the  affections  of  all  honest  men  here  (which  are 
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not  a  few),  that  I  am  persuaded,  he  will  soon  find 
Ireland  an  easy  part  of  the  administration.  For,  it 
is  my  firm  opinion,  that  steady  and  vigorous  mea- 
sures will  so  strengthen  the  hands  of  our  friends 
in  both  kingdoms,  that  after  the  efforts  of  despair, 
(which  never  last  long)  are  over,  her  majesty  and 
her  ministers  will  receive  but  little  trouble  from 
the  faction,  either  on  this  or  on  your  side  of  the 
water. 

You  Are  very  kind  to  us  in  your  good  offices 
for  Mr  Phipps,  because  a  mark  of  favour  so  sea- 
sonably, as  at  this  time,  conferred  on  lord-chancel- 
lor's son,  will  have  a  much  greater  influence,  ^nd 
reach  farther  than  his  lordship's  person.     I  am 
preparing  for  my  journey,  and  I  hope  I  shall  be 
able  to  lay  such  a  state  of  this  king4om  before 
my  lord-treasurer,  as  may  prevent  future  disappoint- 
ments, when  it  shall  be  thoug:ht  necessary  to  hold 
a  parliament.  .  Tf  this  parliament  is  not  to  sit  after 
the  present  prorogation,  I  do  think,  were  I  with 
you,  I  could  offer  some  reasons  why  the  filling  the 
vacant  bishopricks  should  be  deferred  for  a  little 
time.     I  praise  God  for  his  great  goodness  in  re- 
storing her  majesty  to  her  health :  the  blessing  of 
which;  if  we  had  no  other  way  of  knowing,  we 
might  learn  from  the  mortification  it  has  given  a 
certain  set  of  men  here. 

I  shall  trouble  you  with  no  compliments,  because 
I  hope  soon  to  tell  you  how  much  I  am,  dear  Sir, 
yours, 

Anglesey. 
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FROM  THE  EARL  OF  PETERBOROW. 

March  6,  1713-14. 
QUERIES  FOB  DR  SWIFT,  NEXT  SATURDAY,  AT  DINNER. 

Whether  any  CTeat  man,  or  minister,  has  fe- 
voured  the  Earl  of  Jfeterborow  with  one  single  lin^ 
since  he  Ipft  England;  *  for,  as  yet,  he  has  not  re- 
ceived one  word  from  any  of  them,  hor;  his  friend  of 
StP^rick's? 

Whether,  if  they  do  not  write  til!  they  know 
what  |o  wi-ite,  h^  shall  ever  hear  from  them  ? 

Whether  any  thing  can  be  more  uiifortun^te, 
thap  to  be  overcome  when  strongest,  outwitted  hav- 
ing more  wit,  and  baffled  having  mpst  money  ? 

•  Whether  betwixt  tWo  stools  th^  bottom  goes  to 
the  ground  (reverend  cTean)  be  not  a  gopd  old 
proverb,  which  may  give  subject  for  daily  medita- 
tion and  mortification  ? 

I  send  the  lazy  scribbler  a  letter  from  the  extre- 
mities of  the  earth,  where  I  pass  my  time,  admiring 
the  humility  and  patience  of  that  power  heretofore 
so  terrible ;  and  the  new  scene  which  we  see,  to  wit, 
the  most  Christian  king  waiting  with  so  much  refeig- 
Ds^tion  and  respect,  to  know  the  emperor's  pleasure 
ds  to  peace  or  war. 

Where  I  reflect  with  admiration  upon  the  poli- 
tics of  those,  who,  breaking  with  the  old  allies, 
dare  not  make  use  of  the  new  ones ;  who,  pulling 
down  the  old  rubbish  and  structure,  do  not  erect  a 


*  Endorsed^.  <^  Lord  Peterborow^  abroad  on  embassies.'' 
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new  fabric  on  solid  foundations.  But  this  is  not 
so  much  to  the  purpose ;  for,  in  the  world  of  the 
moon,  provided  toasting  continue,  the  church  and 
state  can  be  in  no  danger. 

But,  alas!  in  this  unmerry  country,  where  we 
have  time  to  think,  and  are  under  the  necessity  of 
thinking,  where  impiously  we  make  use  of  reason^ 
without  a  blind  resignation  to  Proridence,  the 
bottle,  or  chance,  what  opinion  think  you  we  hare 
of  the  present  management  in  the  renned  parts  of 
the  world,  where  there  are  just  motives  of  fear  ? 
When  neither  steadiness  nor  conduct  appears,  and 
when  the  evil  seems  to  come  on  apace,  can  it  be 
believed,  that  extraordinary  remedies  are  not  thought 
of? 

Heavens !  what  is  our  fate  ?  What  might  have 
been  our  portion,  and  what  do  we  see  in  the  age 
we  live  in?  France  and  England,  the  kings  of 
Spain  and  Sicily,  perplexed  and  confounded  by  a 
headstrong  youth ;  ♦  one,  who  has  lost  so  many 
kingdoms  by  pride  and  folly ;  and  all  these  power- 
ful nations  at  a  gaze,  ignorant  of  their  destiny;  not 
capable  of  forming  a  scheme,  which  they  can  main- 
tain, against  a  prince,  who  has  neither  ships,  money, 
nor  conduct.  Some  of  the  ministers  assisted  and 
supported  with  absolute  power,  others  with  a  parlia- 
ment at  their  disposal,  and  the  most  inconsiderable 
of  them  with  the  Indies  at  their  tail. 

And  what  do  I  see  in  the  centre,  as  it  were,  of 
ignorance  and  bigotry  ?  The  first  request  of  a  par- 
liament to  their  king  is  to  employ  effectual  means 
against  the  increase  of  priests ;  the  idle  devourers 
of  the  fat  of  the  land.     We  .see  churches,  shut  up 


•  Charles  the  Twelfth  of  Swedeii.~H. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


136  EPISTOLARY  CORRESPONDENCE. 

by  the  order  of  the  pope,  set  open  by  dragoons,  to 
the  general  content  of  the  people.  To  conclude,  it 
fell  out,  that  one  of  our  acquaintance  *  found  him- 
self, at  a  great  table,  the  only  unexcommunicated 
person  by  his  holiness ;  the  rest  of  the  company 
eating  an4  toasting,  under  *  anathemas,  with  the 
courage  of  a  hardened  heretic. 

Look  upon  the  prose  I  send  you.  See,  never-^ 
theless,  what  a  sneaking  figure  he  makes  at  the  foot 
of  the  parson.  Who  could  expect  this  from  him  ? 
But  he  thinks,  resolves,  and  executes. 

If  you  can  guess  from  whence  this  comes,  ad^- 
dress  your  letter  to  him,  ^*  a  Messieurs  Raffnel  et 
Fretti  Sacerdotti,  Oenoa^^ 


FROM  LORD-TREASURER  OXFORD,  t 

W9diiesda7  Night* 

I  HAVE  heard,  that  some  honest  men,  who  are 
very  innocent,  are  under  trouble,  touching  a  printed 
pamphlet.  A  friend  of  mine,  an  obscure  person, 
but  charitable,  puts  the  inclosed  bill  in  your  hands, 
to  answer  such  exigeQ.qi/es  as  their  case  may  imme- 
diately require.    And  I  find  he  will  do  more,  this 


*  Probably  the  ReT.  Mr  George  Berkeley,  fellow  of  Oablm 
college,  who  went  chaplain  and  secretary  to  the  Earl  of  Peter* 
borow  to  Sicily,  at  the  recommendation  of  Dr  Swift.««*B. 

+  Endorsed,  ^<  Lord-Treasurer  Oxford's  letter  to  me  in  a 
counterfeit  hand,  with  the  bill  when  Uie  printers  were  prosecuted 
by  the  house  of  lords  for  a  pamphlet.  Letter  with  bill  of  L.  100» 
Rfjceiyed  March  14,  1713-14."— N* 
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being  only  for  the  present.     If  this  comes  safe  to 
your  hands,  it  is  enough.  * 


BBBEBBBBHB 


TO  LORD  TREASURER  OXFORD,  t 

March  18,  1713.14. 

May  it  please  youb  Lordship, 
Pursuant  to  her  majesty's  proclamation  of  the 
fifteenth  of  this  instant  March,  for  discovering  the 
author  of  a  false,  malicious,  and  factious  libel,  en- 
titled, **  The  Public  Spirit  of  the  Whigs;"  wherein 
her  majesty  is  graciously  pleased  to  promise  a  re- 
ward oif  three  hundred  pounds,  to  be  paid  by  your 
lordship,  which  said  discovery  I  can  make.  But 
your  lordship,  or  some  persons  under  your  lord- 
ship, have  got  such  an  ill  name  in  paying  such 
rewards :  Instance  two  poor  men,  viz.  John  Green- 
wood and  John  Bouch,  who  took  and  brought  to 
justice  six  persons,  vulgarly  Mohocks ;  which  the 
said  two  poor  men  never  received  but  twenty  pounds, 
and  the  latter  thirty;  and  they  had  no  partners 


*  This  letter  was  sent  to  Dr  Swift,  when  the  printer  Barber 
was  prosecuted  by  the  house  of  lords,  for  ^^  The  Public  Spirit 
of  the  Whigs:"  a  pamphlet  written  in  answer  to  a  tract  of  Sir 
Richard  Steele's,  called  the  Crisis,  and  published  on  the  second 
of  March  1713.14.  All  the  Scots  lords  then  in  London  went 
to  the  qneen,  and  comphuned  of  the  affront  put  on  them  and 
their  nation  hy  the  author ;  upon  which  a  proclamation  was 
published  by  her  majesty,  offering  a  reward  of  L.  300  to  discorer 
him.— See  p.  38^.— H. 

-f  Endorsed,  <*  A  letter  to  lord.treasurer,  offering  to  discorer 
the  author  of  the  pamphlet,  called.  <  The  Public  Spirit  of  the 
Whigs'." 
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concerned  with  them^  as  appears  by  the  attorney- 
general's  reports  to  your  Lordship ;  which  if  I  should 
be  so  served,  to  cause  any  persons  to  be  punished, 
and  be  no  better  rewarded,  will  be  no  encourage- 
ment for  me  to  do  it;  for  these  two  poor  men  being 
so  plain  a  precedent  for  me  to  go  by.  Your  lord- 
ship's most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  M. 


HUMOROUS  LINES 

BY  LORD-TREASURER   OXFORD, 
fiSNTT  TO  I>R  SWIFT,  DR  ARBUTHNOT,  MR  POPE,  A.lf D  MR  GAY* 

April  14,  1714.    Back  Stairs,  past  Eight 


GAY. 
In  a  summons  so  large,  which  all  clergy  contains, . 
I  must  turn  Dismal's*  convert,  or  part  with  my 

brains. 
Should  I  scruple  to  quit  the  Back-stairs  for  your  blind 

ones. 
Or  refuse  your  true  juncto  f  for  one  of—- — 


*  Dismal  was  Lord  Nottingham.— >H. 

+  Dr  Swift,  Dr  Arbathnot,  Mr  Pope,  and  Mr  Gay,  were 
writing  the  history  of  Martinus  Scriblerus  ;  and  these  four  wits 
in  conjunction,  are  styled  by  lord-treasurer  a  juncto.-^H. 
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Tke  following  is  their  answer  to  kis  Lordships  chiefly 
written  by  the  Dean. 

Let  not  the  whigs  our  tory  club  rebuke. 
Give  us  our  earl,*  the  devil  take  their  duke,  f 
Qmedam  qtut  attinent  ad  Scriblerum, 
Want  your  assistance  now  to  clear  'em. 

One  day  it  will  be  no  disgrace. 

In  Scribler  to  have  had  a  place ; 
Come  then,  my  lord,  and  take  your  part  in 
The  important  history  of  Martin. 

THE  DEAN. 

A  pox  on  all  senders 
For  any  pretenders, 
Who  tell  us  these  troublesome  stories 
In  their  dull  humdrum  key. 
Of  Arma  vifWnquey 
HanoniaX  qui  primus  ah  oris. 
A  pox  too  on  Manmer,  § 
Who  prates  like  his  gran-mere, 


♦  Of  Oxford.— B. 

+  Of  Marlborough.— B. 

i  The  dttchf  of  Hainattlt— >H«  The  ui^mX  of  the  Dukft  of 
Marlborough  was  generally  expected,  and  it  was  supposed  that 
his  inihieiice  would  completely  reriTe  amidst  the  dissensions  of  the 
tory  ntnistry. 

§  Just  at  this  time  a  cekbrated  debate  took  place  in  a  commit^i 
tee  of  the  whole  house  upon  the  danger  of  the  Protestant  sucoession 
in  the  line  of  HanoTer.  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  the  speaker,  who 
had  hitherto  acted  with  Oxford's  administration,  made  on  this 
occasion  a  memorable  speech,  importing,  ^^  That  he  was  sorry 
to  see  that  endeaTOurs  were  used  to  ware  that  question  and  stop 
their  mouths ;  but  he  was  of  opinion  that  this  was  the  proper, 
and  perhaps  the  only  time  for  patriots  to  speak.    That,  a  great 

VOL.  XVI.  I 
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And  all  his  old  friends  would  rebuke 
In  spite  of  the  carle. 
Give  us  but  our  earl. 
The  devil  may  take  their  duke. 
Tiien  come  and  take  part  in 
The  memoirs  of  Martin ; 
Lay  down  your  white  staff  and  grey  habit ; 
For  trust  us,  friend  Mortimer, 
Should  you  live  years  forty  toore, 
H<ec  olim  meminisse  juvabiL 


MORE  LINES  OF  HUMOUR, 

BY  THE  LORD-TREASUEER. 

April  14,  1717. 

1  HONOUR  the  men,  sir, 

Who  are  ready  to  answer. 
When  I  ask  them  to  stand  by  the  queen ; 

In  spiteoforfttors. 

And  blood-thirsty  praters. 
Whose  hatred-^t  highly  esteem. 


deal  of  pains  w«re  taken  to  screen  sdme  piersons ;  And  in  drder  to 
make  them  orerlook  tiicdangers  that  threatened  the  qneen,  the 
mitioo,  and  the  protestant  succession.  That,  for  his  owh  part, 
he  had  all  the  honour  and  respect  imaginable  for  her  majesty^s 
ministers ;  but  that  he  owed  stiil  more  to  his  countr7  than  to 
any  minister.  That  in  thb  debate  so  much  had  been  said  to  prove 
the  sttccesdon  to  be  in  danger,  and  so  little  to  make  out  the  con. 
trary,  that  he  could  not  but  belicTe  the  first.  He  concluded 
witii  taking  notice  of  Sir  Patrick  Lawless  bdng  suffered  to  cona . 
OTer,  and  admitted  to  an  audience  of  her  majesty.  This  speedf 
had  a  great  influence  on  the  unbiassed  and  unprejudiced  members.^ 
Tindnl's  Continuation  of  Rapin^  Lond.  1745,  fol.  IV.  354. 

.X-     * 


IV    ♦  .  t  d|i«  by  Google 


EPISTOLARY  CORRESPONOBNCB.  131 

Let  our  faith*8  defender 

Keep  out  every  pretender. 
And  long  enjoy  her  own ; 

Thus  you  four,  five. 

May  merrily  live, 
Till  faction  is  dead  as  a  stoae. 


FROM  THE  DUCHESS  OF  ORMOND, 

April  ^4,  1714. 
Brother,* 
I  SHOULD  sooner  have  thanked  you  for  your  letter, 
but  that  I  hoped  to  have  seen  you  here  by  this 
time.  You  cannot  imagine  how  much  I  am  jfriev- 
ed,  when  I  find  some  people  I  wish  well  to,  run 
counter  to  their  own  interest,  and  give  their  enemies 
such  advantages,  by  being  so  hard  upon  their  friends 
as  to  conclude,  if  they  are  not  without  fault,  they 
are  not  to  be  supported,  or  scarce  conversed  with. 
Fortune  is  a  very  pretty  gentlewoman ;  but  how 
soon  she  may  be  changed,  nobody  can  tell.  Fret- 
'  ting  her,  with  the  seeing  all  she  does  for  people 
only  msJces  them  despise  her,  mav  make  her  so  sick 
as  to  alter  her  complexion ;  but  I  hope  our  friends 
will  find  her  constant,  in  spite  of  all  they  do  to  shock 
her :  and  remember  the  story  of  the  arrows,  f  ths^t 


*  The  Dake  of  Ormond  was  one  of  the  sixteen  brothers ;  the 
duchess,  therefore,  calls  Swift  brother  in  her  lor^s  right.  Ladjf 
Maiham  occasionally  did  the  same.  -  N. 

4  In  this  letter  the  duchess  alludes  to  the  dirision  then  subsist- 
ing  among  the  ministers  at  court ;  and  it  is  probable,  that  the 
hint  about  the  story  of  the  arrows  produced  the  poem  caUed 
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were  very  easily  broke  singly ;  but  when  tied  up 
close  together,  no  strength  of  man  could  hurt  them. 
But  that  you  may  never  feel  any  ill  consequences 
from  whatever  may  happen,  are  the  sincere  wishes 
of,  brother. 

Yours,  with  all  sisterly  affection. 


TO  THE  EARL  OF  PETERBOROW. 

London,  May  18,  1714. 
My  Lord, 

I  HAD  done  myself  the  honour  of  writing  to  your 
excellency^  above  a  month  before  yours  of  March 
the  6th  came  to  my  hands.  The  Saturdays'  dinners 
have  not  been  resumed  since  the  queen's  return 
from  Windsor;  and  I  am  not  sorry,  since  it  became 
so  mingled  an  assembly,  and  of  so  little  use  either  to 
business  or  conversation :  so  that  I  was  content  to 
read  your  queries  to  our  two  great  friends.  The  trea- 
surer stuck  at  them  all ;  but  the  secretary  acquitted 
himself  of  the  first,  by  assuring  me  he  had  often 
written  to  your  excellency. 

I  was  told,  the  other  day,  of  an  answer  you  miule 
to  somebody  abroad,  who  inquired  of  you  the  state 
and  dispositions  of  our  court :  "  That  you  could  not 
tell,  for  you  had  been  out  of  England  a  fortnight." 
In  your  letter,  you  mention  the  world  of  the  moon, 
and  apply  it  to  England ;  but  the  moon  changes  but 


'*  The  Faggot,"  which  the  Dean  wrote  about  this  time.  It 
is  said,  under  the  title,  to  have  been  written  in  the  year  1713, 
when  the  qu^n's  ministers  were  quarrelling  among  them« 
sel?es.— H. 
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once  in  four  weeks.  By  both  these  instances,  it 
appears  you  have  a  better  opinion  of  our  stieadiness 
than  we  deserve ;  for  I  do  not  remember,  since  you 
left  us,  that  we  have  continued  above  four  days  in 
the  same  view,  or  four  minutes  with  any  manner  of 
concert.  I  assure  yon,  my  lord,  for  the  concern  I 
have  for  the  common  cause,  with  relation  to  affairs 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  from  the  personal  love 
I  bear  to  our  friends  in  power,  I  never  led  a  life  so 
thoroughly  uneasy  as  I  do  at  present.  Our  situa- 
tion is  so  bad,  that  our  enemies  could  not,  without 
abundance  of  invention  and  ability,  have  placed  us 
so  ill,  if  we  had  left  it  entirely  to  their  management. 
For  my  own  part,  my  head  turns  round ;  and  after 
every  conversation,  I  come  away  just  one  degree 
worse  informed  than  I  went.  I  am  glad,  for  the 
honour  of  our  nation,  to  find  by  your  excellency's 
letter,  that  some  other  courts  have  a  share  of  frenzy, 
though  not  equal,  nor  of  the  same  nature  with  our's. 
The  height  of  honest  men's  wishes  at  present  is, 
to  rub  off  this  session ;  after  which,  nobody  has  the 
impudence  to  expect,  that  we  shall  not  immediately 
fall  to  pieces :  nor  is  any  thing  I  write  the  lea3t 
secret,  even  to  a  whig  footman. 

The  queen  is  pretty  well  at  present;  but  the 
least  disorder  she  has  puts  all  in  alarm ;  and  when  it 
is  over  we  act  as  if  she  were  immortal.  Neither  is 
it  possible  to  persuade  people  to  make  any  prepara- 
tions against  an  evil  day.  There  is  a  negotiation 
now  in  hand,  which,  I  hope,  will  not  be  abortive  : 
Ae  States-General  are  willing  to  declare  themselves 
fiiUy  satisfied  with  the  peace  and  the  queen's  mea- 
sures, &c.  and  that  is  too  popular  a  matter  to  slight. 
It  is  impossible  to  tell  you  whether  the  Prince  of 
Hanover  intends  to  come  over  or  not.  I  should 
think  the  latter,  by  the  acCounis  I  have  seen ;  yet 
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our  adversaries  continue  strt»nuously  to  assert  other* 
wise ;  and  very  industriously  give  out,  that  the  lord* 
,  treasurer  is  at  the  bottom :  which  hfts  given  some 
jealousies  not  only  to  his  best  friends,  but  to  scrnie 
I  shall  not  name;  yet  I  am  cti^niidetit  they  do  him 
Ivrong.  This  fiormidable  journey  is  the  perpetual 
subject  both  of  court  and  coffeehouse  ch^t. 

Our  mysterious  and  unconcerted  way&of  proceed*^ 
ing  have^  as  it  is  natural,  taught  every  body  to  be 
refiners,^ and  to  reason  themselves  into  a  thousand 
various  conjectures.  Even  I>  who  converse  most 
with  people  in  powt^rj  am  not  free  from  this  ^vil; 
and  particularly,  1  thought  myself  twenty  times  in 
the  right,  by  drawing  conclusions  very  regularly 
from  premises  which  have  proved  wholly  wrong*  I 
think  this,  however,  to  be  a  plain  proof  that  we  act 
altogether  by  chance  y  and  that  the  game,  such  as  it 
is,  plays  itself. 

By  the  present  enclosed  in  your  excellency's 
letter,  I  find  the  Sicilians  to  be  bad  delineators,  and 
worse  poets.  As  sneakingly  as  the  prince  looks  at 
the  bishop's  foot,  I  could  have  made  him  look  t^ 
times  worse^  and  have  done  more  right  to  the  piece, 
by  placing  your  excellency  there,  representing 
your  mistress  the  queen,  and  delivering  the  crown 
to  the  bishop,  with  orders  where  to  place  it.  .  I 
should  like  your  new  king  very  well,  if  he  would 
make  Sicily  his  constant  residence,  and  use  Sav% 
only  as  a  tommtndum.  Old  books  have  given  me 
great  ideas  of  that  island.  I  imagine  every  acre 
there  worth  three  in  England;  and  that  a  ipse 
prince,  in  such  a  situation,  would,  after  some  years, 
be  able  to  make  what  figure  he  pleased  in  the  Me- 
diterranean. 

Thte  Duke  of  Shrewsbury,  not  liking  the  weather 
on  our  sidje  the  iv^ter,  cpntinues  in  Ireland/althougb 


.   ^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


£PISTO|«ABT  CORRESPOVDiENCB.  135 

be  formally  took  bis  leave  Ibere  six  weeks  ago.  Tom 
Harley  is  every  bour  expected  here,  and  writes  me 
wodrd,  ^^  he  has  succeeded  m  Hanover  to  his  wishes.'' 
IjE>rd  Stafford  writes  the  same,  and  gives  himself  no 
little  merit  upon  it. 

Barber  the  printer,  was,  some  time  ago,  in  greac 
distress,  upon  printing  a  pi^mphlet,  of  which  evil 
tongues  would  needs  call  me  the  author:^  he 
was  brought  before  your  house,  which  addressed 
the  queen  in  a  body,  who  kindly  published  a  pro- 
clamation with  three  hundred  pounds  to  discover. 
The  fanlt  was,  calling  the  Scots  <'  a  fierce  poor 
northern  people/'  So  well  protected  are  those 
who  scribble  for  the  government !  Upon  which,  I 
now  put  one  query  to  yomr  excellency.  What  has  a 
man  without  employment  to  do  among  ministers, 
when  he  can  neither  serve  himself,  his  friends,  nor 
the  public  ? 

In  my  former  letter,  which  I  suppose  was  sent 
to  Paris  to  meet  you  there,  I  gave  you  joy  of  the 
government  of  Minorca.  One  advantage  you  have 
of  being  abroad,  that  you  keep  your  friends ;  and  I 
can  name  almost  a  dozen  great  men,  whp  thoroughly 
hate  one  another,  yet  all  love  your  lordship.  If 
you  have  a  mind  to  preserve  their  friendship,  keep 
at  a  distance ;  or  come  over,  and  show  your  power, 
by  reconciling  at  least  two  of  them ;  and  remember, 
at  the  same  time,  that  this  last  is  an  impossibility. 
If  your  excellency  were  here,  I  would  speak  to  you 
without  any  constraint ;  but  the  fear  of  accidei^ts  in 
the  conveyance  of  the  letter,  makes  me  keep  to  ge- 
nerals.    1  am  sure  you  woul4  have  prevented  ^ 


»  <<  The  Public  Spirit  of  the  Whigs."  See  the  lprd.tretsarer's 
letter  on  this  subject,  under  a  feigned  name,  inclosinjj^  a  bill  t^' 
defrajUhe-expeiice  of  the  publishCT's  defence. 
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great  deal  of  ill,  if  you  had  contitraed  among  us ; 
but  people  of  my  level  must  be  content  to  have 
their  opinion  asked,  and  to  see  tt  not  followed; 
although  I  have  always  given  it  with  the  utmost 
freedom  and  impartiality.  I  have  troubled  you  too 
much ;  and  as  a  long  letter  from  you  is  the  niost 
agreeable  thing  one  can  receive,  so  the  most  agree- 
able return  would  be  a  short  one.  I  am  ever,  with 
the  greatest  respect  and  truth,  my  Lord, 
Your  excellency's  most  obedient, 
and  most  humble  servant, 

Jt)N.  Swift. 


FROM  CHIVERTON  CHARLTON,.  ESa 

CAPTAIN  OF  THE  YEOMEN  OF  THE  GUARD. 

May  2«,  1714, 

Sir, 
Hearing  from  honest  John,  *  that  you  still 
persist  ip  your  resolution  of  retiring  into  the 
country,  I  cannot  but  give  you  my  thoughts  of  it, 
at  the  same  time  that  1  am  sensible  how  intruding  it 
may  appear  in  me  to  trouble  you  with  what  I  think; 
but  you  have  an  unlucky  quality,  which  exposes 
yqu  to  the  forwardness  of  those  who  love  you :    1 


*  John  Barber,  then  the  Dean's  printer ;  in  i  762  an  aldermani 
and  In  1733  lord-mayor  of  London.  This  expostulation  was 
lyritten  when  the  Dean  having  failed  in  erery  effect  to  reconcile 
Pi^ford  and  Bollngbroke,  retired  into  the  country  to  a?oid  l^« 
holding  the  consequences  of  their  disunion. 
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wean  good-tialure.  From  which,  though  I  did  not 
always  suspect  you  guilty  of  it,  1  now  promise  my- 
self an  easy  pardon.  So  that  without  being  in 
teuch  pain  as  to  t-he  censure  you  may  pass  upon  my 
assurance,  1  shall  go  on  gravely  to  tell  you  I  am 
entirely  against  your  design. 

I  confess  a  just  indignation  at  several  things,  and 

particularly  at  the  return  your  services  have  met 

with,  may  give  you  a  disgust  to  the  court ;  and 

that  retirement  may  afford  a  pleasing  prospect  to 

you,  who  have  lived  so  long  in  the  hurry,  and  have 

t)ome  so  great  a  share  of  the  load  of  business  ;  and 

the  more  so  at  this  juncture,  when  the  distraction 

among  your  friends  is  enough  to  make  any  one  sick 

of  a  courtier's  life.     But  oh  these  very  accounts  you 

should  choose  to  stay,  and  convince  the  world' that 

you  are  as  much  above  private  resentment,  where 

the  public  is  concerned,  as  you  are  incapable  of 

being  tired  out  in  the  service  of  your  country  ;  and 

that  you  are  neither  afratd  nor  unwilling  to  face  a 

storm  in  a  good  cause: 

It  is  true,  you  have  less  reason  than  any  one  I 
know,  to  regard  what  the  world  says  of  you  ;  for  I 
know  none,  to  whom  the  world  has  been  more  un- 
just.    Yet,  since  the  most  generous  revenge  is  to 
make  the  ungrateful  appear  yet  more  ungrateful,  you 
should  still  persecute  the  public  with  fresh  obli- 
gations ;  and  the  rather,  because  some  there  are  of 
a  temper  to  acknowledge  benefits  ;  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  the*  rest  may  not  always  continue  stupid. 
At  least  (suppose  the  worst)  the  attempt  to  do  good 
carries  along  with  it  a  secret  satisfaction,  with  which 
if  you  are  not  sensibly  affected,  I  am  at  a  loss  how 
to  account  for  many  of  your  actions.     I  remember 
very  well,  what  you  have  sometimes  said  upon  this 
subject ;    as  if  you  were  now  grown  useless,  &c. 
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To  tvhich  I  have  this  to  answer,  that  though  yqur 
eiforts  are  in  ^ain  to-day,  some  unlbreseen  incident 
may  make  tbetn  otherwise  to-morrow;  and  that, 
should  you  by  your  absence  lose  any  hap^y  oppor- 
tunity,  you  win  be  the  first  to  feproach  yourself 
with  running  away,  and  be  the  last  man  in  the 
world  to  pardon  it.  If  I  denied  self-inter^t  to  be 
at  the  bottom  of  all  I  have  said,  I  know  you  would 
think  I  lied  villanousty,  and'  perhaps  not  think 
amiss  neither;  for  I  still  letter  myself  with  the 
continuance  ctf  that  favour  you  hare  on  many  oc- 
casions been  pleased  to  shew  me ;  and  am .  vain 
enough  to  fancy  I  shouM  be  a  considerable  loser, 
if  you  were  where  I  coold  not  have  an  opportunity 
of  clubbing  my  shilling  with  you  now  and  then  at 
good  eating.  But  as  much  as  I  am  cooc^med  on 
this  account,  I  am  not  so  selfish  to  say  what  1  have 
doi^e,  if  it  were  not.my  real  opinion ;  w  hich>  whether 
you  regard  or  not,  I  could  not  deny  myself  the  sa*i^ 
faction  of  speaking  it,  and  of  assuring  you,  that  1  lun, 
with  the  utmost  sincerity  and  respect.  Sir,  your  most 
obliged,  and  most  faithful  humMe  servant, 

Cu.  Charlton, 

My  lady  duchess,  *  I  can  answw  for  her,  is  yevy 
much  your  servant,  though  I  have  not  her  com- 
mands to  say  so.  She  is  gone  to  see  the  Duke  of 
Beaufort,  who  is  so  ill  it  is  feared  he  .pannot 
recover.  She  went  this  morning  so  early,  I  have 
had  no  particular  account  hpw  he  is:  but  am 
told,  he  does  nothing  but  doae.  The  messenger 
came  to  her  at  three  in  the  morning;  and  sh^ 
went  away  immediately  afterward. 


«  Of  OrmQnd.««H. 
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Lady  Betty  desires  me  to  thmk  y<m  for  your  letter, 
am  would  be  glad,  since  the  provost  is  graciously 
pleased  to  stay  her  majesty's  time^  to  know  where 
it  is  he  designs  to  stay. 

Honest  Townshend  and  I  have  the  satisfaction  to 
drink  your  health  as  often  as  we  do  drink  together. 
Whether  yon  approve  of  your  being  toasted  with 
the  Bishop  of  London,  and  such  people,  I  cannot 
tell ;  but  at  present  we  have  disposed  you  in  the 
first  list  of  rank  tories. 

A  servant  is  just  now  come  from  the  Duchess  of 
Ormond,  and  gives  such  an  account  of  the  Duke 
of  Beaufort,  that  it  is  thought  he  cannot  posttbly 
recover. 


FROM  MR  GAY.* 

LoDdoo,  Jane  8,  1714. 
Sib, 
Since  you  went  out  of  the  town,  my  Lord  Cla* 
rendon  was  appointed  envoy-extraordinary  to  Ha- 
nover in  the  room  of  Lord  Paget ;  and  by  making 
use  of  those  friends,  which  I  entirely  owe  to  you, 
he  has  accepted  me  for  his  secretary.  This  day, 
by  appointment,  I  met  his  lordship  at  Mr  Secretary 
Bromley's  office  ;t  he  then  ordered  me  to  be  ready 

S'     Saturday.     I  am  quite  off  from  the  Duchess  of 
onmouth.  $    Mr  Lewis  was  very  ready  to  serve 


♦  Endorsed  "  The  Dean  sent  Gay  abroad.»»— N. 

f  Bromley  was  joint  secretary  with  Bolingbroke.-— H. 

:(  Mr  Gay  bad  been  secretary,  or  domestic  steward,  to  the 
dnchess,  widow  of  the  Dnke  of  Monmouth^  who  was  beheaded 
in  die  first  year  of  King  James  1L*-B. 
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me  upon  fliis  occasion,  as  were  Dr  Arbuthnot  and 
Mr  Ford.  I  am  evary  day  attending  my  lord-trea- 
surer for  his  bounty,*  in  order  to  set  me  out ;  which 
he  has  promised  me  upon  the  following  petition,, 
which  I  sent  him  by  Dr  Arbuthnot : 

The  epigrammatical  Petition  of  John  Gay. 

I'm  no  more  to  converse  with  the  swains. 

But  go  where  fine  people  resort: 
One  can  live  without  money  on  plains. 

But  never  without  it 'at'  court. 

If,  when  with  the  swains  I  did  gambol, 

I  array'd  me  in  silver  and  blue :  * 
When  abroad,  and  in  courts  I  shall  ramble. 

Pray,  my  lord,  how  much  money  will  do  ? 

We  had  the  honour  of  the  treasurer's  company 
last  Saturday,  when  we  sat  upon  Scriblerus.  f  Pope 
is  in  town,  and  has  brought  with  him  the  first  book 
of  Homer. 

I  am  this  evening  to  be  at  Mr  Lewis's  with  the 
Provost,  \  Mr  Ford,  Parnell,  and  Pope.  It  is 
thought  my  Lord  Clarendon  will  make  but  a  short 
stay  at  Hanover.  If  it  was  possible,  that  any  re- 
commendation could  be  procured  to  make  me  more 


*  Gay's  fioery  was  the  subject  of  ridicule  both  to  himself  and 
his  friends.  In  the  preface  to  his  pastorals  be  describes  his  equip- 
ment for  court : 

I  sold  my  shefip  and  lambkios  too, 
For  silver  loops  and  garmenfbluc. 

And  Pope,  in  his  humorous  letter  to  the  Dean,  describes  Gay 
as  an  unhappy  youth,  who  has  miserably  layished  away  all  that 
silver  he  should  have  reserved  for  his  soul's  health,  in  buttons 
and  loops  for  his  coat. 

4*  Memoirs  of  Martians  Scriblerus. 

X  Of  Dublin  college,  Dr  Benjamin  Pratt— H^ 
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distinguished  than  ordinary,  during  my  stay  at  that 
court,  I  should  think  myself  very  happy,  if  you 
could  contrive  any  method  to  prosecute  it ;  for  I 
am  told,  that  their  civilities  very  rarely  descend  so 
low  as  to  the  secretary.  I  have  all  the  reason  in 
the  world  to  acknowledge  this  as  wholly  owing  to 
you.  And  the  many  favours  I  have  received  from 
you  purely  out  of  your  love  for  doing  good,  as- 
sures me  you  will  not  forget  me  in  my  absence. 
As  for  myself,  whether  1  am  at  home  or  abroad, 
gratitude  will  always  put  me  in  mind  of  the  man, 
to  whom  I  owe  so  many  benefits^  I  am  your  most 
obliged  humble  servant, 

J.  Gay. 


TO  MISS  VANHOMRIGH. 

UPPER  LETCOMBE,  NEAR  WANTAGE,  BERKS, 

.    Junes,  1714* 

I  HAVE  not  much  news  to  tell  you  from  hence, 
nor  have  I  had  one  line  from  any  body  since  I  left 
London,  of  which  I  am  very  glad  :  but  to  say  the 
truth,  I  believe  1  shall  not  stay  here  so  long  as  I 
intended;  I  am  at  a  clergyman's  house,*  whom  I 
love  very  well;  but  he  is  such  a  melancholy 
thoughtful  man,  partly  from  nature,  and  partly 
by  a  solitary  life,  that  I  shall  soon  catch  the  spleen 
from  him.     Out  of  ease  and  complaisance,  I  desire 


»  The  Re?.  Mr  Gery,  at  Letoombe,  BerlwhireJ 
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him  riot  to  alter  any  of  his  methods  for  me ;  so  we 
dine  exactly  between  twelve  and  one.  At  eight 
we  have  some  bread  and  butter,  and  a  glass  of  ale ; 
and  at  ten  be  goes  to  bed.  Wine  is  a  stranger, 
except  a  little  I  sent  him  ;  of  which,  one  evening 
in  two,  we  have  a  pint  between  us.  His  wife  has 
been  this  month  twenty  miles  off,  at  her  father's, 
and  will  not  return  these  ten  days.  I  never  saw 
her ;  and  perhaps  the  house  will  be  worse  when  she 
comes.  I  read  all  day,  or  walk ;  and  do  not  speak 
so  many  words  as  I  have  now  writ,  in  three  days : 
so  that,  in  short,  I  have  a  mind  to  steal  to  Ireland; 
unless  I  find  myself  take  more  to  this  way  Qf  living, 
so  different,  in  every  circumstance,  from  what  I  left. 
This  is  the  firet  syllable  I  have  writ  to  any  body  since 
you  saw  me.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you,  not 
as  you  are  a  Londoner,  but  as  a  friend ;  for  I  care 
not  threepence  for  news,  nor  have  heard  one  syl- 
lable since  1  came  here.  The  Pretender,  or  Duke  of 
Cambridge,  may  both  be  landed,  and  I  never  the 
wiser :  but  if  this  place  were  ten  times  worse,  no- 
thing shall  make  me  return  to  town,  while  things 
are  in  the  situation  I  left  them.  I  give  a  guinea 
a-week  for  my  board,  and  can  eat  any  thing. 

JoN.  Swift* 


■B 


FROM  MR  BARBER. 

London,  June  8,  1714. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  HAVE  enclosed  all  the  letters  that  have  come 
to  my  hands.     I  saw  my  lord-treasurer  to-day. 
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who  asked  me  where  you  were  gone  ?  I  told  his 
lordship  you  were  in  Berkshire.  He  answered^ 
^^  It  is  very  well ;  I  suppose  I  shall  soon  hear  from 
him,"  My  Lord  Bolingbroke  was  very  merry  with 
me  upon  your  journejr^  and  hoped  the  world  would 
foe  the  better  for  your  retirement,  and  that  I  should 
soon  be  the  midwife.  *  The  schism  bill  was  read  the 
second  time  yesterday,  and  committed  for  to-mor- 
row, without  a  division.  Every  body  is  in  the 
greatest  consternation  at  your  retirement,  and  won- 
ders at  the  cause.  I  tell  them,  it  is  for  your  health's 
sake.  Mr  Gray  is  made  secretary  to  my  Lord  Cla- 
rendon, and  is  well  pleased  with  his  |»romotion. 
The  queen  is  so  well,  that  the  Sicilian  ambassador 
has  his  audience  to-night  She  can  walk,  thank 
God^  and  is  well  recovered.  #♦♦*##♦  *  ^q^^ 
sent,  I  will  appoint  the  happy  day;  as  does,  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 

Tyrant,  f 

I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  I  saw  Mr  Harley,  who  told 
me  he  would  instantly  send  for  the  horse  from 


•  Swift  bayiDg  in  Tain  endaiTonred  to  bring  about  a  recoiu 
ciliation  between  the  Lords  Oxford  and  BolingbrolLe,  retired 
abont  this  time  to  the  house  of  his  friend,  the  Rer.  Mr  Gerv, 
at  Letcombe,  Berks ;  where  he  wrote  ^^  Free  Thonghts  on  tha 
Preseiit  State  of  Affairs;  which,  through  die  raedium  of  :his 
friend  Ford,  he  put  to  the  press  of  Mr  John  Barber.  The  printer, 
pleased  with  his  pamphlet,  but  not  knowing  by  whom  it  wai 
written,  communicated  it  to  Lord  Bolingbroke,  who  made  in  it 
some  alteratbns  not  relbhed  by  the  Desn,  and  which  retarded 
the  progress  at  the  press  so  long,  that  in  the  interim  the  queen 
died,  and  the  pamphlet  was  at  the  time  suppressed. 

*f-  Most  persons  who  hare  had  to  do  with  the  press,  can  assign 
good  reasons  for  distinguishing  its  directors  by  the  tremendous 
epithet  assumed  by  Barber* 


» 
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Herefordshire,  but  that,  being  at  grass,  he  had 
ordered  his  man  not  to  ride  hard ;  but  that  you 
should  have  him  with  all  convenient  speed. 


FROM  DR  ARBUTHNOT.* 

St  James's^  June  12, 1714. 
Dear  Brother,  f 
I  AM  glad  your  proud  stomach  is  come  down,  and 
that  you  submit  to  write  to  your  friends.  I  was  of 
opinion,  that  if  they  managed  you  right,  they  might 
bring  you  to  be  even  fond  of  an  article  in  the  Post- 
Boy  or  Flying-Post.  As  for  the  present  state  of 
our  court  affairs,  I  thank  God,  I  am  almost  as 
ignorant  as  you  are  to  my  great  ease  and  comfort. 
I  have  never  inquired  about  any  thing,  since  my 
Lady  Masham  told  the  dragon,  J  that  she  would 
carry  no  more  messages,  nor  meddle  nor  make,  &c. 
I  do  not  know  whether  things  were  quite  so  bad 
when  you  went.     The  dragon  manages  this  bill  § 

Fretty  well;  for  you  know  that  it  is  his  forte:  and 
believe,  at  the  rate  they  go  on,  they  will  do  mis- 
chief to  themselves,  and  good  to  nobody  else. 

You  know  that  Gay  goes  to  Hanover,  and  my 
lord-treasurer  has  promised  to  equip  him.  Monday 
is  the  day  of  departure ;  and  he  is  now  dancing" 


*  At  that  time  the  queen's  domestic  physician. 

+  One  of  the  sixteen.— H, 

J  Lord. treasurer  Oxford.— B. 

§  *'  To  prevent  the  gro^rth  of  schism,  and  for  the  farther  se- 
curity of  the  Church  of  Rngland,  as  by  law  established.'*  It 
passed  the  house  of  iords^  June  13,  1714.— B. 
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attendance  for  money  to  buy  him  shoes,  stockings, 
and  linen.  The  duchess  *  has  turned  him  off,  which, 
I  am  afraid,  will  make  the  poor  man's  condition 
MTorse,  instead  of  better. 

The  dragon  was  with  us  on  Saturday  night  last, 
after  having  sent  us  really  a  most  excellent  copy  of 
verses.  I  really  believe  when  he  lays  down,  he  will 
prove  a  very  good  poet.  I  remember  the  first  part 
^(  his  verses  was  complaining  of  ill  usage ;  and  at 
last  he  concludes, 

^^  He  that  cares  not  to  rale,  will  be  sure  to  obey, 

When  snmmon'd  by  Arbathnot,  Pope,  FarneU,  and  Gay." 

Parnell  has  been  thinking  of  going  chaplain  to 
my  Lord  Clarendon ;  but  they  will  not  say  wh,ether 
he  should  or  not  I  am  to^meet  our  club  at  the 
pall-Mall  coffeehouse,  ^out.one  to-day,  where  wfi 
cannot,  fail  to  remember  you.  The  queen  is  in 
good  health ;  much  in  the  same  ciif'cumstances  with 
the  gentleman  I  mentioned,  in  attendance  upon. her 
ministers  for  something  she  cannot  obtain.  My  Lord 
and  my  Lady  Mashami  and  Lady  Fair,  remember 
you  kindly ;  and  none  with  more  sincere  respect 
than  your  affectionate  brother  and  humble  servant, 

Jo.  Abbuthnot* 


*.  Tbe  Dnchess  of  JMonmonth,  to  whom  b«  luid  been  secre- 
tly.—H. 


vol.  XVI. 
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FROM  MR  POPE. 


Jane  IS,  1714. 


Whatever  apologies  it  might  become  me  to 
make  at  any  other  time  for  writing  to  you,  I  shall 
use  none  now,  to  a  man  who  has  owned  himself 
as  splenetic  as  a  cat  in  the  country.  In  that  cir- 
cumstance, I  know  by  experience  a  letter  is  a  very 
usefuK  as  well  as  amusing  thing :  if  you  are  too 
busied  in  state  affairs  to  read  it,  yet  you  may  find 
entertainment  in  folding  it  into  divers  fibres,  either 
doubling  it  into  a  pyramidical,  'or  twistmg  it  into  a 
serpentine  form,  to  light  a  pipe;  or  if  your  dispo- 
sition should  not  be  so  mathematical,  m  taking  it 
with  you  to  that  place  where  men  of  studious  minds 
are  apt  to  sit  longer  than  ordinary ;  where,  after  an 
abrupt  division  of  the  paper,  it  may  not  be  unplea- 
sant to  try  to  fit  and  rejoin  the  broken  lines  together- 
All  these  amusements  I  am  no  stranger  to  in  the 
country,  and  doubt  not  but  (by  this  time)  you 
begin  to  relish  them,  in  your  present  contemplative 
situation. 

I  remember  a  man,  who  was  thought  to  have 
some  knowledge  in  the  world,  used  to  affirm,  that 
no  people  in  town  ever  complained  they  were  for- 
gotten by  their  friends  in  the  country .  but  my  in- 
creasing experience  convinces  me  he  w^s  mistaken^ 
for  I  find  a  great  many  here  grievouslv  complaining 
of  you,  upon  this  score.  I  am  told  farther,  that 
you  treat  the  few  you  correspond  with  in  a  very  ar- 
rogant style,  and  tell  them  you  admire  at  their  in- 
solence in  disturbing  your  meditations,  or  even  in- 
quiring of  your  retreat :   but  this  I  will  not  po- 
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sitivelv  assert,  because  I  nerer  received  any  such 
insulting  epistle  from  you.  My  Lord  Oxford  says 
you  have  not  written  to  him  once  since  you  went ; 
but  this  perhaps  may  be  only  policy,  in  him  or 
you :  and  I,  who  am  half  a  wnig,  must  not  en- 
tirely credit  any  thing  he  affirms.  At  Button's  it 
is  reported  you  are  gone  to  Hanover,  and  that  Gay 
goes  only  on  an  embassy  to  you.  Others  appre« 
hend  some  dangerous  state  treatise  from  your  re- 
tirement^ and  a  wit  who  affects  to  imitate  Balzac^ 
says,  that  the  ministry  now  are  like  those  heathens 
of  old,  who  received  their  oracles  from  the  woods. 
The  gentleman  of  the  Roman  catholic  persuasion 
are  not  unwilling  to  credit  me,  when  I  whiter  that 
you  are  gone  to  meet  some  Jesuits  commissioned 
from  the  court  of  Rome  in  order  to  settle  the  most 
convenient  methods  to  be  taken  for  the  coming  of 
the  pretender.*  Dr  Arbuthnot  is  singular  in  his 
opinion,  arid  imagines  your  only  design  is  to  at- 
tend at  full  leisure  to  the  life  and  adventures  of 
Scriblerus.  t  This,  indeed,  must  be  granted  of 
greater  importance  than  all  the  rest;  and  I  wish. I 
could  promise  so  well  of  you.  The  top  of  my  own 
ambition  is  to  contribute  to  thai  great  work,  and  I 
shall  translate  Homer  by  the  by.    Mr  Gay  has  ac- 


*  This  might  hare  been  a  serious  joke  had  Swift  been  folly 
confidential  to  ihe  plans  of  Bolingbroke. 

i  This  project  (in  which  the  principal  persons  engaged  were 
Dr  Arbuthnot,  Dr  Swift,  and  Mr  Pope)  was  a  Tery  noble  one. 
It  was  to  write  a  complete  satire  in  prose  upon  the  abuses  in 
ever  J  branch  of  science,  comprised  in  the  history  of  the  life  and 
writings  of  Scriblerus :  the  issue  of  which  were  only  some  de. 
tached  parts  and  fragments,  such  as  the  ^*  Memoirs  of  Scrible« 

Ciis,'*  the  "  Trjifels  of  GulliTer,'*  the  *<  Treatise  of  the  Pro. 

fo«nd/»  the  literal  *<  Criticisms  on  Virgil,**  &c. — Wauhcrton. 
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quainted  you  what  progress  I  have  made  in  it.  I 
ca^uiot  name  Mr  Gay^  without  all  the  acknowr- 
ledgmeq^  which  J^hall/aver  owe  you,,. pn  his 
^cpiint.  mnivritthis)in  verse^  I  would  telliyou^ 
yon  aife  like  the  sim,  ^d  whilfg  men  imagine  you  t# 
be  retired  1  or.  abs^it,  p.re  hourly  ei^erting  your  in*^ 
^ulgence,  aQd  bringing  thiags  to  maturity  for  their 
ady^ntage.t}  vOf  all, the  worldi  you  are  the  man 
(wittvP^uf  flattery)  who  serve  your  friends  with  the 
least  ostentftiiqn ;  it,  is  almost  ingratitude  lo  thank 
yoy\,  c^nstdering.ypurtemper^  and  this  i&  the  period 
of  all  my  le^ir  which  I  fear  you  will  think  the  most 
impertinent^       n     :    i    , 

,M  I  am,  with  the  truest  affection, 

I     >f     -;  Yours,  &c. 


FHOM  THQMAS  HARLEY,  Esa* 

June,  19,  1714. 
SiB) 
Yqui^  letter  gave  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure.  I 
do  not  m^ian  only,  the  satisfaction  one  mus^t  ^ways 
find  in  Jiearing  from  ^  good^^a  friend,  who  has 
distinguished  himself  in  the  world,  and  formed  a 
hew  character,  which  nobody  is  vain  enough  to 
pretend  to  imitate,  f     But  you  must  know,  the  mo- 


*  This  gentleman  was  consin  to  tlie  lord-treasurer.  He  died  in 
Januaf  J  1737 ;  and  left  his  estate  to  Edward  parley,  Esq.— H. 

f  Thi^  is  a  judicious  and  well-merited  Icompiiment  For 
Swift,  in  his  intercoi^rse  with  the  great,^  was  so  totally  disinterest- 
ed as  to  lay  them  under  the  necessity  pf  treatii^g  hiin  with  dis- 
sMinction  and  ^rcspep f,  whiph  are  never  paid  to  thqse  whom^nuQu^ 
stry  know  they  haye  at  comn^nd  upon  the  usual  ter^iis  of  pur- 
chase and  sale. 
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meat  after  you  disappeared,  i  ibund  it  was  to  n6 
purpose  Vo  he  unconcerned,  and  lo  «lighfl  (aa  I 
redUy  have  done)  all  the  silly  stories  and  schemes*  I 
met  with  every  day;  the  effects  of  self-conceit,  And 
a  frightened,  hasty  desire  of  gain.  They  asked 
me,  **  Has  not  the  dean  left  the  town  ?  Is  net  Dr 
Swift  gone  into  the  country  ?*' — Yesj  and  I  would 
have  gone  into  the  country  too,  if  I  had  not  learned; 
one  cannot  be  liurt  till  one  turns  one's  back ;  for 
which  reason  I  will  go  no  more  on  (their  errtttlds. 
But,  seriously,  you  never  heard  such  bellowing 
about  the  town  of  the  state  of  th^  nation,  espe- 
cially among  the  sharpers,  sellers  of  bear-skins,  * 
and  the  rest  of  that  kind :  nor  such  crying  and 
squalling  among  the  ladies ;  insomuch  that  it  has  at 
last  reached  the  house  of  commons ;  which  I  am 
sorry  for,  because  it  is  hot  and  uneasy  sitting  there 
in  this  season  of  the  year.  But  I  was  told  to-day, 
that  in  some  countries,  people  are  forced  to  watch 
day  and  night,  to  keep  wild  beasts  out  of  their 
com.  Do  you  not  pity  me,  for  yielding  to  such 
grave  sayings,  to  be  stifled  every  day  in  the  house  of 
commons?  •      ^  -  * 

When  I  was  out  of  England,  I  used  to  receive 
five  or  six  letters  each  post,  with  this  passage:"  ^Vs 
for  what  passes  here,  you  will  be  informed  by 
others  much  better  j  therefwe  I  shall  nbt  trouble 
you  with  any  thing  of  that  sort."  You  will  give  me 
leave  to  use  it  now,  as  my  excuse  to  you  for  not 


^  Stock-jobbers.  He  who  sells  that  of  which  he  Is  iiot  p6U 
sessed,  is  said  proTcrbiaily  to  sell  the  bear's  skin^  while  the  bear 
runs  in  ihe  woods.  And  it  being  common  for  stock-jobbers  to 
make  contracts  for  transferring  stocks  at  a  future  time,  though 
they  were  not  possessed  of  the  stock  to  be  transferred^  thej  are 
called  sellers  of  bear.skins. — H. 
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writing  news.  I  hope,  honest  Gay  will  be  better 
supplied  by  some  friend  or  other,  defote  I  received 
your  direction,  I  had  ordered  my  servant,  who 
comes  next  Mond^  out  of  Herefordshire^  to  leave 
your  horse  at  the  Crown  in  Farringdon,  where  you 
can  easily  send  for  hwn.  1  hear  he  was  so  fat,  they 
could  not  travel  him  till  he  was  taken  down;^  and  I 
ordered  he  should  go  short  journies:  he  is  of  a 
good  breed,  and  therefore  I  hope  wiH  prove  well  r 
ijf  not,  use  him  like  a  bastard,  and  I  wiH  choose 
another  for  you. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  faithful  humble  servant, 

T.  Harley. 


FROM  MR  THOMAS.  * 

Jiiiiei2,  17 14. 
Reverend  Sir, 

It  was  With  some  difficulty,  that  I  prevailed  with: 
myself  to  forbear  acknowledging  your  very  kind 
letter.  I  can  only  tell  you,  it  shall  be  the  business 
of  my  life,  to  endeavour  to  deserve  the  opinion  yott 
express  of  me,  and  thereby  to  recommend  myself 
to  the  continuance  of  your  friendship. 

My  lord-treasurer  does,  upon  all  occasions,  da 
justice  to  your  merit ;  and  he  has  expressed  to  all  his 
friends  the  great  esteem  he  has  for  so  hearty  and 
honest  a  friend,  and  particularly  on  occasion  of  the 
letter  you  mention  to  have  lately  writ  to  him.     And 

*  Secretary  to  lord-treasarer* 
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all  his  friends  can  inform  you  with  what  pleasure  he 
communicated  it  to  them. 

And  now  for  business ;  I  am  to  acquaint  you^ 
that  last  Thursday  I  received  the  601.  (which  now 
waits  your  orders)  and  dated  your  receipt  accord* 
ingiy,  which  I  delivered  to  Mr  Wetham,  who  paid 
me  the  money. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  tell  you  how  matters  go«  Our 
friend  says  very  bad.  I  am -sanguine  enough  to 
hope  not  worse. 

I  am>  with  all  possible  esteem,  ever  yours, 

William  Thomas. 


FROM  DR  ARBUTHNOT. 

Kensington,  Jane  S6|  1714. 
Dear  Brother, 

I  HAD  almost  resolved  not  to  write  to  you,  fof 
fear  of  disturbing  so  happy  a  state  as  you  describe. 
On  the  other  hand,  a  little  of  the  devil,  that  can* 
not  endure  any  body  should  enjoy  a  paradise,  af- 
most  provoked  me  to  give  you  a  long  and  melan^' 
choly  state  of  our  aflfairs.  For  you  must  know, 
that  it  is  just  my  own  case.  I  have  with  great  in- 
dustry endeavoured  to  live  in  ignorance,  but  at  the 
same  time  would  enjoy  Kensington  garden:  and 
then  some  busy  discontented  body  or  another  comes 
just  cross  me,  and  begins  a  dismal  story ;  and  be- 
fore I  go  to  supper,  I  am  as  full  of  grievances  as  the 
most  knowing  of  them. 

I  will  plague  you  a  little,  by  telling  you  the 
dragon  dies  hard.  He  is  now  kicking  am^  cufhng 
about  him  like  the  devil :  and  you  know  parlia- 
mentary management  is  the  forte^  but  no  hopes  of 
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aiiy  setdeme^t  between  the  two  cliafiip^ctoS.-  The 
dragon  said  last  night  to  my  Lady  Mashatri  atld'me, 
that  iVifi  with  gfe«t  industry  he  keeps  his  friehds, 
who  Bte  vfefy  num^ous,  from  puffing  all  to^ipiedefs. 
Ga?e  had  a  htitidf^d  pounds  in  duef  time,  tod  w^t 
away  a  happy  man.  I  have  solicited  both  loYd- 
treasurer  and  Lord  Bolingbroke  strongly  for  the 
'PameHran,  and  gaVe  them  a  mfemorial  the  ^ther 
day.  Lord-treasnrer  speaks  mighty  aflfectioniitely 
of  him,  which  you  know  is  an  ill  isi^  in  eccle- 
siastical prefermeints.  Witness  some,  that  yon  and 
I  know,  when  the  contrary  was  the  best  sign  in  the  , 
world.  Pray,  remember  Martin,*  who  is  an  in- 
nocent fellow,  and  will  not  disturb  your  solitude. 
The  ridicule  of  medicine  is  so  copious  a  subject, 
that  I  must  only  here  and  there  touch  it.  I  have 
made  him  study  physic  from  the  apothecaries 
bills,  where  there  is  a  good  plentiful  field  for  a 
satire  upon  the  present  practice.  One  of  his  pro- 
jects was,  by  a  stamp  upon  blistering-plasters,  and  ' 
inelilot'by  the  yard,  to  raise  money  for  the  govern- 
ment, and  to  give  it  to  RadcliiFe  and  others  to  farm. 
But  tiiere  was  likely  to  be  a  petition  from  the  inha- 
bitants of  London  and  Westminster,  who  had  no 
inind  to  be  fl^ad  There  was  a  problem  about  the  , 
doses  of  purging  medicines  published  four  years 
ago,  showing  that  they  ought  to  be  in  proportion 
to  the  bulk  of  the  patient.  From  thence  Martin 
endeavours  to  determine  the  question  about  the 
weight  of  the  ancient  men,  by  the  doses  of  physic 
that  were  given  them.    One  of  his  best  inventions 


^'  *  Martinus  Scriblerus.  It  is  pity  that  Arbutiinot,  whose 
'hmnbnr  was  pbinted,  and  whose  learning  was  so  extensiTe,  had 
not  executed  Uie  humorous  plan  here  traced  out* 
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was  a  map  of  diseases  for  the  three  cavities  of  the 
lK)dy,  and  one  for  the  external  parts;  just  like  the 
four  quarters  of  the  world.  Then  the  great  diseases 
are  like  capital  cities,  ivith  their  83rmptoms  all  like 
streets  and  suburbs,  with  the  "roads  that  lead  to 
other  diseases.  It  is  thicker  set  with  towns  than 
'any  Flanders  map  you  ever  saw.  Radcliflfe  is  painted 
at  the  comer  of  the  map,  tonteildirig  for  the  utii- 
versal  empire  of  this  world,  and  the  rest  of  the 
physicians  opposing  his  ambitious  designs,  with  a 
pr^ect  of  a  treaty  of  partition  to  settle  peace. 

There  is  an  excellent  subject  of  ridicule  from 
some  of  the  German  physicians,  who' set' up  a 
sensitive  soul  as  a  sort  of  a  first  minister  to  the 
rational.  Helmot  calls  him  Archasus.^  Dola^us 
calls  him  Microcosmetor.  He  has  under  him  se- 
veral other  genii,  that  reside  in  the  particular  parts 
of  the  body,  particularly  Prince  Cardimelech  in  the 
heart;  Gasteronax  in  the  stomach;  and  the  plastic 
prince  in  the  organs  of  generation.  I  believe  I 
could  make  you  laugh  at  the  explication  of  dis- 
tempers from  the  wars  and  alliances  of  those  princes, 
and  how  the  first  minister  gets  the  better  of  his 
mistress  anima  rationalis. 

The  best  is,  that  it  is  making  reprisals  upon  the 
politicians,  who  are  sure  to  allegorise  all  the  animal 
economy  into  state  affairs.  Pope  has  been  collecting 
high  flights  of  poetry,  which  are  very  good ;  they 
are  to  be  solemn  nonsense,  f 

I  thought  upon  the  following  the  other  day,  as 


*  A  late  worthy  and  ingenious  physician,  (Dr  Hnnter  of 
York),  introduced  this  supposed  Genius  of  the  Stomach  as  an 
ihterlocntor  in  his  facetious  worlc  entitled  Cultna. 

+  The  specimen  of  the  Bathos. 
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I  was  going  into  my  coach>  the  dust  b^ing  trouUe^ 
some: 

The  dust  in  sttudler  particles  arose, 

Than  those  which  fluid  bodies  do  compose  t 

Contraries  in  eztreaies  do  often  meet, 

'Twas  now  so  dry,  that  jron  might  call  it  wet 

I  do  not  give  you  these  hints  to  divert  you,  but  that 
you  may  have  your  thoughts^  and  work  upon 
them. 

I  know  you  love  me  heartily,  and  yet  I  will  not 
own,  that  you  love  me  better  than  I  love  you.  My 
Lord  and  Lady  Masham  love  you  too,  and  read  your 
letter  to  me  with  pleasure.  My  lady  says  she  will 
write  to  you,  whether  you  write  to  her  or  not.-r- 
Dear  friend,  adieu. 


TO  LORi:).TREASURER  OXFORD. « 

July  1,  1714. 

My  Lord, 
When  I  was  with  you,  I  have  said  more  than 
once,  that  I  would  never  allow  quality  or  station 
made  any  real  difference  between  men.  Being  now 
absent  and  forgotten,  I  hacve  changed  my  mind : 
you  have  a  thousand  people  who  can  pretend  they 
love  you,  with  as  much  appearance  of  sincerity 


^  Tbis  high-spirited  tiad  ex^Hent  letter,  written  to  a  minister 
Id  Oxford's  situation,  whether  considered  in  reference  to  his  im- 
mediate power,  or  to  his  approaching  fall,  does  the  greatest  ere. 
dit  to  D^n  Swift's  heart  and  understanding*  It  was  dated,  like 
the  preceding  letter^,  during  his  retreat  to  Lctcombe. 
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as  t ;  SO  that,  according  to  comaion  justice,  I  can 
have  btit  a  thousandth  part  in  return  of  what  I  give* 
And  this  difference  is  wholly  owing  to  your  station* 
And  the  misfortune  is  still  the  greater,  because  I 
always  ioi^d  you  just  so  much  the  worse  for  your 
station:  for,  in  your  public  capacity,  you  have 
often  angered  me  to  the  heart;  but,  as  a  private 
man,  never  once.  So  that,  if  I  only  look  toward 
myself,  I  could  wish  you  a  private  man  to-morrow : 
for  I  have  nothing  to  ask ;  at  least  nothing  that  you 
will  give,  which  is  the  same  thing :  and  then  you 
would  see  whether  I  should  not  with  much  more 
willingness  attend  you  in  a  retirement,  whenever 
you  please  to  give  me  leave,  than  ever  I  did  at 
London  or  Windsor.  From  these  sentiments  I 
will  never  wrile  to  you,  if  I  can  help  it,  otherwise 
than  as  to  a  private  person,  or  allow  myself  to  have 
been  obliged  to  you  in  any  other  capacity. 

The  memory  of  one  great  instance  of  your  can-  } 

dour  and  justice,  I  will  carry  to  my  grave  :  that  j 

having  been  in  a  manner  domestic  with  you  for 
almost  four  years,  it  was  never  in  the  power  of  any 
public  or  concealed  enemy,  to  make  you  think 
ill  of  me,  though  malice  and  envy  were  often  em- 
ployed to  that  end.  If  I  live,  posterity  shall  know 
that,    and  more :    which,  though  you,  and  some-  ; 

body  that  shall  be  nameless,  seem  to  value  less  than  [ 

I  could  wish,  is  all  the  return  I  can  make  you. 
Will  you  give  me  leave  to  say  how  I  would  desire  j 

to  stand  in  your  memory  ?  As  one,  who  was  truly 
sensible  of  the  honour  you  did  him,  though  he  was  \ 

too  proud  to  be  vain  upon  it :  as  one,  who  was 
neither  assuming,  officious,  nor  teasing ;  who  never  ; 

wilfuHy  misrepresented  persons  or  facts  to  you,  nor  h 

consulted  his  passions  when  he  gave  a  character :  j.j 

and  lastly,  as  one,  whose  indiscretions  proceeded 
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altogether  firom  a  weak  tead,  and  not  tm  ill  heart 
IwHl^add  one  thing  more,  which  is  the  highest 
compliment  I  can  make,  that  I  never  was  afraid  of 
offeiiding  you,  nor  am  now  in  any  pain  for  the  idan*- 
ner  I  write  to  you  in.  I  have  said  enough ;  and, 
Hke<>nfe  at  your  levee,  having  made  my  bow,  I 
shrink  back  into  the  crowd. 
I  am,  &c. 

Jon.  Swift. 


FROM  MR  BARBER. 

LoDdon,  Jnly  6th,  1714* 
HoNOURBD  Sir, 

I  HAD  yours  of  the  3d  instant,  and  am  heartily 
glad  of  youir  being  in  health,  which  I  hope  will  con- 
tinue. Pray  draw  what  bills  you  please :  I  will  pay 
them  on  demand. 

I  will  take  care  of  Mrs  Rolt's  adTair.  I  wish  you 
would  write  to  her.  I  had  a  visit  from  Mrs  Brack-r 
ley  to-day ;  she  gives  her  humble  service,  and  de- 
sired my  assistance  with  general  Hill.  I  told  her  it 
was  best  to  stay  till  there  was  a  master  ;  *  and  I  did 
not  doubt  but  something  would  be  done. 
.  I  fortunately  met  Lord  Bolingbroke  yesterday, 
the  minute  I  had  your  letter.  I  attacked  him  for 
some  wine,  and  hd  immediately  ordered  you  two 
dozen  of  red  French  wine,  and  one  dozen  of  strong 
Aaziana  white  wine.    The  hamper  will  be  sent  to- 


*  f.  e.  A  prime  minister,  for  Oxford's  dismission  was  now  daily 
expected. 
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morrow  by  Robert  Sume  the  Wantage  carrier,  and 
will  be  there  on  Fridayi  I  am  afraid  it  will  cost 
you  5s.  to  <Jeorge,  my  lord's  butler ;  but  I  would 
do  nothing  without  order,  t  My  lord  bid  me  teU  you 
this  morning,  that  he  will  write  to  you,  and  let 
you  know,  that  as  great  a  philosoper  as  you  are, 
you  bave  had  the  pip  ;  that  the  public  affairs  are 
carri^  on  with  the  same  zeal  and  quick  dispatch  as 
when  you  was  here  j  nay,  that  they  are  improved 
in  several  particulars ;  that  the  same  good  under- 
standing continues  ;  that  he  hopes  the  world  will  be 
the  better  for  your  retirement ;  that  your  inimitable 
pen  was  never  more  wanted  than  now ;  and  more, 
which  I  cannot  remember.  I  believe  he  expects 
you  should  write  to  him.  He  spoke  many  affec- 
tionate and  handsome  thipgs  in  your  £»vourw  I  told 
him  your  story  of  the  spaniel,  which  made  him  laugh 
heartily. 


FROM  MR  BARBER  TO  MR  FORD.  * 

Lambeth  UUl,  Jalj  6,  1714 
Sir, 
I  THANKFULLY    ackuowledge  the    receipt  of  a 
packet  t  sent  last  Sunday.     I  have  shewn  it  only  to 
one  person,  J  who  is  charmed  with  it,  and  will  make 


*  This  letter,  was  disgaisedly  directed  <^  To  Samuel  Bridges, 
Esq.  at  St  DuDstan's  coffeehouse,  Fleet  Street ;"  and  is  thus  en. 
dorsed  by  the  Dean,  ^'  John  Barber's  letter  about  the  pamphlet." 
— N. 

+  ^  Free  Thoughts  on  the  present  State  of  Affairt;.»»— B. 

i  This  was  Lord  Bolingbroke.     The  communication  and  the 
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some  small  alterations  and  additions  to  it,  with  your 
leave.    You  will  the  easier  give  leave,  when  I  tell 
you,  that  it  is  one  of  the  best  pens  in  Engla«id. 
rray  favour  me  with  a  line. 
I  am^  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Barber. 


FROM  MR  THOMAS. 

July  a,  1714. 
Reverend  Sir, 
I  should  not  have  presumed  to  break  in  upon 
your  retirement,  nor  so  much  as  inquire  for  your 
address,  had  not  the  inclosed  given  me  a  fair  oc- 
casion to  ask  after  your  health.  I  need  not  add  any 
thing  to  what  the  papers  will  inform  you  touching 
that  affair.  The  person  mentioned  in  the  baron^s 
letter  has  not  yet  called  upon  me.  When  you  have 
endorsed  the  letter  of  attorney,  please  to  return 
that  and  the  baron's  letter,  that  I  may  punctually 
follow  his  directions.  I  dare  not  mention  any  thing 
of  politics  to  one  that  has  purposely  withdrawn 
himself  from  the  din  of  it.  I  shall  only  tell  you, 
that  your  friends  applaud  your  conduct  with  relation 
to  your  own  ease;  but  they  think  it  hard  you 
should  abdicate  at  a  juncture  your  friendship  seems 
to  be  of  most  use  to  them.  I  am  sure  some  of 
them  want  your  advice,  as  well  as  assistance.  You 
will  forgive  this  digression  from  business,  when  I 


alterationi  proposed  in  consequence,  were  alike  di«afTeiab)e  ^o 
Swif^  and  prcTcnted  the  publicatipn  of  the  treatise^ 
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tell  you  I  shall  not  repeat  this  troahle,  not  having 
so  much  as  kept  a  copy  of  your  direction.  You 
may  direct  your  commands  to  me,  under  cover,  to 
our  common  friends.  I  hope  vou  believe  me  too 
sensible  of  obligations  to  need  formal  assurances  of 
the  sincere  respect,  wherewith  I  am.  Reverend  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

William  Thomas. 


FROM  ERASMUS  LEWIS,  ESQ.* 

Whitehall,  July  6th,  1714- 
Sir, 
You  give  me  such  good  reasons  for  your  desire 
'  of  knowing  what  becomes  of  our  grand  affair,  that 
to  oblige  you,  and  perhaps  to  give  mylself  vent,  I 
will  tell  vou  what  I  think  on  it.  The  two  ladies  f 
seem  to  have  determined  the  fall  of  the  dragon,  J 
aiid  to  entertain  a  chimerical  notion,  that  there 
shall  be  no  monneut  le  premier ^  but  that  all  power 
shall  reside  in  one,  and  profit  in  the  other.  The 
man  of  Mercury  §  soothes  tbem  in  this  notion  with 
great  dexterity  and  reason,  for  he  will  be  monsieur 
le  premier  then  of  course,  by  virtue  of  the  little 
sesd.  His  character  is  too  bad  to  carry  the  great 
ensigns ;  therefore  he  takes  another  method,  and  I 
think  it  very  artful,  viz.  to  continue  his  present 


*  Endorsed,  <^  Lord-treasurcr  Oxford  begins  to  decline  ai 
court."— N, 

f  Lady  Masbam  and  Do  chess  of  Somer8et.«-N.    . 
X  I.ord-treasnrer  Oxford,— 111 
^  Lord  BoUngbroke. — B. 
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statioi),  to  which  the  power  m^y  altogether  be  ad 
^properly  attached  a^  to  the  wand.  In  this  brangle 
I  am  no  otherwise  concerned,  than  that  I  must  Iqs^ 
part  of  the  pleasure  I  had  in  the  conversation  pf  i^y 
friends*  And  that  I  sm  really  apprehensive  the 
two  ladies  may  suffer  by  the  undertaking ;  fc^r  the 
man  ofMercury's  bottom  is  too  narrow,,  his  faults 
of  the  first  magnitude ;  and  we  cannot  find,  that 
there  is  any  scheme  in  the  world  how  to  proceed. 
Mercurialis  *  complains,  tljat  the  dragon  f  has 
used  him  barbarously ;  that  he  is  in  with  the  de- 
mocraticals,  and  never  conferred  a  single  obligation 
upon  him  since  he  had  the  wand.  J  i>  temps  nous 
iclaircira.  ^ 

i  propose  to  move  on  the  2d  of  August  to  Bath, 
and  to  stay  there,  or  go  from  thence,  according  as^ 
our  chaos  settles  here.  I  believe  I  shall  not  go  to 
Aberc6thy,  otherwise  I  would  attend  you.  Shall 
not  we  meet  at  Baitb  ?  Befor(6  I  began  this  pa- 
ragraph, I  should  have  added  something  ta  the 
former,  which  i^,  that  the  dragon  is  accused  of 
having  betrayed  his  friends  yesterday  upon  the 
matter  of  the  three  explanatory  articles  of  the  Spa- 
nish treaty  of  commerce,  which  he  allowed  not 
to  be  beneficial,  and  that  the  queen  might  better 
press  for  their  being  changed,  if  it  was  the  sense 
of  the  house  they  ought  to  be  so.  The  address  then 
passed  without  a  negative. 

I  thank  you  for  the  account  you  give  me  of  the 
farm  in  Buckinghamshire*  I  could  Iik*e  the  thing, 
and  the  price  too  very  well ;  but  when  it  comes  to 
a  point,  I  own  my  weakness  to  you.     I  can't  work 


♦  Lord  BoliDgbroke. — B.  +  Lord-treasurer. 

J  Bolingbroke. 
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nmelf  up  to  a  resolution,  while  I  hare  any  hope 
Of  the  Ln  200  a-year  I  told  you  of  in  my  own  parish; 
it  lies  now  at  sale ;  if  I  miss,  I  would  catch  greedi- 
ly at  the  other. 

When  I  am  at  the  Bath  I  will  set  down  the  hints 
you  desire. 


FROM  CHARLES  FORD,  ESa 

LoBdoD,  July  5.  * 

If  Barber  be  not  a  rery  great  blockhead,  I  shall 
soon  send  you  a  letter  in  print,  in  answer  to  your 
last:  I  hope  it  maybe  next  post,  for  he  had  it 
on  Sunday.  I  took  care  to  blot  the  ee's  out  of  (meljfy 
and  the  as  out  oiichenmey  which  I  suppose  is  the 
meaning  of  your  question,  whether  I  corrected  it  ? 
I  do  not  know  any  other  alteration  it  wanted ;  and 
I  made  none  except  in  one  paragraph,  that  I  changed 
the  present  to  the  past  tense  four  times,  and  I  am 
not  sure  I  did  right  in  it  neither.    There  is  so  great 

a  tenderness  and  regard  shewn  all  along  to  the ,  f 

that  I  could  have  wished  this  expression  had  been 

out  ['^  the  uncertain  timorous  nature  of  the f"] 

But  there  was  no  striking  it  out  without  quite  spoil- 


*  The  year  is  omitted,  but  it  should  be  1714.  This  letter  is 
endorsed,  **  Affiiirs  go  worse.** — H. 

f  Thc»e  blanks  are  thus  in  the  original.  Query,  Should  the 
word  be  Q,ueen  f^-H*  There  seems  little  doubt  in  returning  an 
affirmatiTe  answer  to  this  query.  But  the  passage  alluded  to  is 
not  noir  to  be  found  in  the  tract.  It  probably  occurred  as  a  f  ur- 
ijier  exposition  of  what  is  called  the  queen's  moderating  scheme. 
See  Vol.  V.  at  ihe  bottom  of  p.  3M^  and  top  of  p«  397. 

VOL.  XVI.  L 
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ing  the  beauty  of  the  passage:  and,  as  if  I  had 
been  the  author  myself,^  I  preferred  beauty  to  dis^ 
crdtion.  I  really  think  it  is  ^t  least  equal  to  any 
thing  you  have  writ  5  and  I  dare  say  it  will  do  great 
service  as  matters  stand  at  present. 

The  colonel  *  and  his  friends  give  the  game  for 
lost  on  their  side ;  and  I  believe  by  next,  week  we 
shall  see  Lord  Bolingbroke  «at  the  head  of  aflfairs. 
The  Bishop  of  Rochester  is  to  be  lord  privy-seal. 
They  talk  of  several  other  alterations,  as  that  my 
Lord  Trevor  is  to  be  president  of  the  ccmncil ;  Lord 
Abingdon,  chamberlain ;  Lord  Anglesey,  lord-lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland;  that  Mr  Bromley  f  is  to  go  out, 
and  a  great  many  more  in  lesser^  employments.  I 
fancy  these  reports  are  spread  to  draw  in  as  n^any 
as  they  can  to  oppose  the  hew  scheme.  1  can 
iiardly  think  any  body  will  be  turned  out  of  the 
cabinet,  except  the  treasurer  and  the  privy-se^.  J 
Perhaps  my  Lord.  Poulett  §  may  lay  down.  Cer- 
tainly the  secretary  may  continue  in,  if  he  pleases, 
and  I  do  not  hear  that  he  is  disposed  to  resigc^  Or 
that  he  is  so  attached  to  any  minister,  ^s  to  enter 
into  their  resentments.  What  has  John  of  Bucks  |1 
done  ?  and  yet  the  report  is  very  strong,  that  he  is 
to  be  succeeded  by  my  Lord  Trevor.  %  The  Duke  of 
Shrewsbury  was  one  out  of  eight  or  nine  lords,  that 
stood  by  my  Lord  BciVingbroke  yesterday,  in  the 
debate  about  the  Spanish  treaty,  and  spoke  with  a 
good  deal  of  spirit.  Is  it  Ukely  he  is  U^he  turned 
out  of  all  ?     The  lords  have,  made  a  representation 


<►  Lord  Oxford.— H. 

+  Secretary  for  the  noirrtiem  provkicesi^^— H* 

j:  Lord  Dartmouth. -^H.  §  LordbStd^ward. 

fl  John  Sheffield,  Duke  of  Buckinghimshlre.*— Bi 

%  Lord  chief.justke  of  the  commoi^  plea».— B.' 
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to  the  queen,  in  which  they  desire  her  to  sarmount 
the  insurmountable  difficulties  the  Spanish  trade 
lies  under  by  the  last  treaty.  It  is  thought  there 
was  a  majority  in  the  house  to  have  prevented  such 
a  reflection  upon  the  treaty,  if  they  had  come  to  a 
division.  The  clamour  of  the  merchants,  whig  and 
tory,  has  been  too  great  to  have  passed  a  vot6  in 
vindication  of  il,  as  it  stands  ratified.  But  my 
Lord  Anglesey  aod  his  squadron  seemed  willing  to 
oppose  any  censure  of  It ;  and  yet  this  represetttar 
tion  was  suffered  to  pass,  nobody  knows  how.  To^ 
day  they  are  to  take  into  consideration  the  queen's 
answer  to  their  address,  desiring  to  know  who.adr 
vised  her  to  ratify  the  explanaticm  of  the  three 
articles  ?  She  sent  them  word  she  thought  there 
was  little  difference  between  that  and  what  was 
signed  at  Utrecht.  When  they  rise  I  will  tell  you 
what  they  have  done.  The  last  money  bill  was  sent 
up  yesterday  ;  so  thai  in  all  probability  the  parlia^ 
went  will  be  up  ia  two  or  three  days,  and  then  w-e 
sbadl  be  entertained  with  court  affairs.  I  hope  you 
got  mine  last  post,  and  one  a  fortnight  ago.  Will 
the  change  of  the  ministry  affect  Elwood  ?  He  is 
in  pain  about  it.  I  am  told  the  people  of  Ireland 
are  making  a  strong  opposition  against  the  present 
|>rovost. 

The  consideration  of  the  queen's  answe^  is  deferred 
titl  to-morrow.  I  am  now  with  Lord  Gtfildford  and 
three  other  commissioners  of  trade,  who  were  ex- 
amined to-day  at  the  bar  of  the  house  of  lords. 
They  are  prodigiously  pleased  with  what  has  been 
done.  But  I  do  not  tmderstand  it  well  enough  to 
give  you  an  account  of  it  For  tlie  rapture  they  are 
ifn  hinders  them  from  explaining  themselves  clearly. 
I  can  ^nly  gather  from  their  manner  of  discourse, 
lliat  they  are  come  off  without  censure. 
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FROM  THE  SAME. 

London,  Fridajr,  Jnly  10,  ITH. 
Sir, 

What^  answer  sltaH  I  send  ?  I  am  ag^nst  any 
alteration;  but  additions^  I  think,  ought  by  no' 
means  to  be  allowed.  I  wish  I  had  called  sooner 
at  St  Dunstan*s;*  but  I  did  not  expect  it  would 
have  come  out  till  Thursday,  and  therefore  did  not 
go  there  till  yesterday.  Pray  let  me  know  what 
you  would  hive  done.  Barber  was  a  blockhead  to 
show  it  at  all ;  but  who  can  help  that  ?  Write  an 
answer  either  for  yourself  or  me ;  but  I'beg  of  you 
to  make  no  condescensions. 

Yesterday  put  an  end  to  the  session,  and  to  yout 
pain.  We  gained  a  glorious  victory  at  the  house 
of  lords  the  day  before:  the  attack  was  made  im- 
mediately against  Arthur  Moor,  t  who  appeared  at 
the  bar,  with  the  other  commissioners  of  trade. 
The  South  Sea  company  had  prepared  the  v«ray 
for  a  censure,  by  voting  him  guilty  of  a  breach  of 


*  It  appears  from  a  preceding  letter,  addressed  to  the*  feign, 
ed  name  of  Samuel  Bridges,  at  St  Dnnstan's  Coffeehouse^  tnat 
Barber,  from  whom  the  real  author  of  the  <<  Free  Thonghts" 
had  heen  kept  secret,  was  directed  to  correspond  with  those  who 
put  the  pamphlet  into  his  hands  according  to  that  direction. 
Ford,  who  was  Swift's  confident  in  the  matter,  was  too  late  in 
calling  for  the  printer's  reply,  so  did  not  immediately  learn  what 
Barber  there  acquaints  him  with,  namely,  that  he  had  shewn  tiie 
manuscript  to  a  person  who  recommended  alterations,  and  whom 
he  justly  suspected  to  be  Lord  Bolingbroke. 

f  One  of  the  commissioners  of  trade  and  phmtations,  who 
was  accused  of  bdng  bribed  by  the  court  of  Spain,  to  faTour 
that  kingdom  in  the  treaty  of  commerce  made  between  it  and 
£iigkui&««*B. 
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trust,  and  incapable  of  serving  them  in  any  office 
for  the  future.  This  passed  without  hearing  what 
he  had  to  say  in  his  defence,  and  had  the  usual  fate 
of  such  unreasonable  reflections.  Those,  who  pro- 
posed [the  resolutions,  were  blamed  for  their  vio- 
lence: and  the  person  accused,  appearing  to  be 
less  guilty  than  they  made  him,  was  thought  to  be 
more  innocent  than  I  doubt  he  is.  The  whigs  pro- 
posed two  questions  in  the  house  of  lords  against 
him,  and  lost  both,  one  by  twelve,  and  the  other,  I 
think,  by  eighteen  votes. 

Court  affairs  go  on  as  they  did.  The  cry  is  still 
on  the  Captain's  side.  *  Is  not  he  the  person  Barber 
means  by  one  of  the  best  pens  in  England  ?  It  is 
onlv  my  own  conjecture,  but  I  can  think  of  no- 
body else,  have  you  the  queen's  speech,  ^e  lords 
address,  &c.  or  shall  I  send,  them  to  you  ?  and  do 
you  want  a  comment  ?  Have  Pope  and  Pamell  been 
to  visit  vou,  as  they  intended  ? 

<i  had  a  letter  yesterday  from  Gay,  who  is  at  the 
Hague,  and  presents  his  humble  service  to  you. 
He  has  writ  to  Mr  Lewi^  too,  but  his  respect  makes 
him  keep  greater  distance  with  him :  and  I  think 
mine  is  the  pleasanter  letter,  which  I  am  sorry  for. 

We  were  alarmed  by  B.  f  two  days  ago :  he  sent 
Tooke  word  our  friend  was  ill  in  the  country^ 
which  we  did  not  know  how  to  interpret,  till  he 
explained  it.  It  was  Mrs  M.  :|;  he  meant ;  but  she 
is  in  no  danger.  Pray,  write  immediately,  that 
there  may  be  no  farther  delay  to  what  we  ought  to 
have  had  a  week  ago. 


*  Lord  BoliDgbroke;  alindisg  to  his  differ^nee  witkLoxd  Ox« 
forcL— -B. 

f  John  Barber.-*H. 

i  V.n  Manlejr,  the  writer  of  tiie  Atatantii|  who  si  tiiii  time 
U?ed  with  Mr  Kirber.— B. 
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FROM  DR  ARBUTHNOT.* 

K«9i8mgioD9  Julj  iq,  1714, 
Dear  Brother, 

1  RAVE  .talked  of  your  affairs  to  nobody  but 
my  Lady  Masham.  t  She  tells  me,  "  That  she  has  it 
very  much  at  heart,  and  would  gladly  do  it  for 
her  own  sake,  and  that  of  her  friends ;  but  thinks; 
it  not  a  fit  season  tq  speak  about  it/*  We  are  in- 
deed in  such  a  strange  condition  as  to  politics, 
that  nobody  can  tell  now  who  is  for  who,  It  wer? 
really  worth  your  while  to  be  here  for  four-andr 
twenty  hours  only,  to  consider  the  oddness  qf  the 
scene;  I  am  sure  it  would  make  you  relish  your 
country  life  the  better. 

The  dragon  holds  fast  with  a  dead  gripe  the 
little  machine'  X  ^^  ^^  would  have  taken  but  half 
so  nnuch  pains  to  have  done  other  things  as  he  has 
of  late  to  exert  himself  9<gwnst  the  esquire,  he  might 
have  been  a  Dragon  instead  of  a  Dagon.  I  would 
no  more  have  sunered  and  done  what  he  has,  than 
T  would  have  sold  myself  to  the  gallies.  H^c  inter 
nos.  However,  they  have  now  got  rid  of  the  parlia* 
ment,  and  may  have  tin)e  to  think  of  a  scheme ; 
perhaps  they  may  have  one  already,    I  know  no- 


♦  Endorsed,  *^  Affairs  stUI  worse." 

f  This  might  refer  to  the  Dean's  anxious  wish  to  be  settled  in 
England ;  or,  perhaps,  to  the  wish  the  D^n  had  expressed  to 
be  historiographer.  See  on  the  latter  proposal,  the  Dam's 
memorial,  and  a  subsequent  letter  from  Arbuthnot,  dated  I7ik 
July  1714. 

X  Hid  treasurer*?  8taff»«-H, 
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thing,  but  it  is  fit  to  rally  the  broken  f  i-c^^s  imd^T 
some  head  or  another.    They  «-eally  d\(\       '        ell 
the  last  day  but  one  in  |he  house  oilords ;  but  yes* 
terday  they  were  in  a  flame  about  the  queen*s 
answer,  till  the  queen  came  in  and  put  an  end  to  it. 
The  dragon  showed  me  your  letter,  and  seemed 
mightily  pleased  with  it.     He  has  paid  ten  pounds 
for  a  manuscript  of  which  I  believe  there  ar6  several 
in  town.     It  is  $t  history  of  the  l»st  invasion  of  Scot* 
land^^  wrote  just  as  pl^n,  though  not  so  well,  as 
another  history  which  you  and  I  know,  t  with  cha- 
racters of  all  the  men  now  liviu]^,  the  very  names, 
and  invitation  that  was  sent  to  the  pretender.    This 
by  ^  l^^ming  Jacobite,  that  wonders  all  the  World 
are  no^  so.    I^erhaps  it  n^ay  be  a  whig,  that  per- 
sonates a  Jacobite.     T  saw  two  sheets  of  the  begin- 
ning; which  was  treason  every  line.     If  it  goes  on 
at  the  same  rate  of  plain  dealing,  it  is  a  very  extra- 
ordinary piece,  and  worth  your  while  to  come  up  to 
see  It  only.     Mr  Lockhq^rt,  they  say,  owns  it.     it  i^ 
no  more  his  than  it  i3  mine.     l5o  not  be  so  dogged; 
but  after  the  first  shower,  come  up  to  town  for  a 
W€fek  or  so.     It  is  worth  your  while.     Your  friend? 
will  be  glad  to  see  you,  and  none  more  than  my^ 
iself.     Adieu. 


*  ^^  Merooirs  poqcerniog  the  Affairs  of  Scotland^  from  Queen 
Afine's  accession  to  the  throne,  to  the  commencement  of  the 
union  of  the  two  kingdoms-  of  S[cotland  and  Enghmd  in  ilUy 
1707/'  They  were  published  in  1714,  and,  notwithstanding 
Arbttthftot's  doubts  on  the  subject,  were  res^ly  written  hf  Ji|f 
tiockhart  of  Carnwath. 

f  History  of  the  Four  last  Years, 
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FROM  LORD  BOtlNGBROKE.  * 

July  13, 1714* 

I  NEvpR  laughec},  my  dear  Deaq,  at  your  leav- 
ing the  town:  on  the  contrary^  I  thought  l;l^e  reso- 
lution of  doing  so,  at  the  time  when  you  took  it,  a 
very  wise  one.  But  I  confess,  I  laughed,  and 
very  heartily  too,  when  I  heard  that  you  aff^j[;ted 
to  find,  within  the  village  of  Letqombe,  all  your 
heart  desired.  In  a  word,  I  judged  of  you,  just  as 
you  tell  me  in  your  letter  that  I  should  judge.  If 
my  grooms  did  not  live  a  happier  life  th^n  I  have 
done  this  great  while,  I  am  sure  they  would ^juit 
my  service.  Be  pleased  to  apply  this  reflection. 
Indeed  I  wish  I  had  been  with  you,  with  Pope  and 
Parnell,  t  quibus  neque  animi  candidiores.  In  a 
little  time,  perhaps,  I  may  have  leisure  to  be 
happy.  J  I  continue  in  the  same  opinions  and  re- 
solutions as  you  left  me  in ;  I  will  stand  or  fall  by 
them.  Adieu.  No  alteration  in  my  fortune  or  cir- 
cumstances can  alter  that  sincere  friendship  with 
which  I  am,  dear  Dean,  yours. 

I  fancy,  you  will  have  a  visit  from  that  great  poU* 
tician  and  casuist,  the  duke.  §  He  is  at  Oxford 
with  Mr  Clarke.  || 


♦  Endorsed,  ^*  Lord  Bolingbroke,  on  my  Tetiring."«««N. 

f  Who  had  both  Tisited  Swift  in  his  retirement  at  Letcombe. 

:}:  An  odd  hope  to  be  expressed  by  one,  who,  at  that  moment, 
concerned  himself  almost  certain  of  becoming  prime*minister« 

§  Perhaps  the  Duke  of  Ormond....H. 

II  George  Clarke,  doctor  of  laws,  feUow  of  AH  Sonlt,  who 
had  been  secretary  to  Prince  George  of  Denmark  as  lord  high* 
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FROM  CHARLES  FORD,  ESQ. 

London,  Jalf  15,  1714. 

You  see  I  was  in  the  right  5  but  I  could  wish 
the  booby  ♦  had  npt  convinced  me  by  naming  my 
Lord  Boiingbroke,  and  then  I  should  have  dealt 
well  enough  with  him.  Since  it  has  happened 
so,  the  best  remedy  I  could  think  of,  was  to 
Ifirrite  him  a  very  civil  answer  j  in  which,  however, 
I  have  desired  to  see  the  alterations :  this  is  men* 
tioned  with  great  respect  to  my  lord.  Though 
^  has  promised  to  have  it  again  to-morrow,  it  is 
probable  he  may  be  disappointed,  and  there  may 
Q  time  enough  for  me  to  receive  your  directions 
what  I  shall  *:>,  when  I  get  it  into  my  hands.  If 
the  alterations  are  material,  shall  1  send  it  to 
some  other  printer  as  it  was  first  written?  Re- 
flect upon  every  thing  you  think  likely  to  happen, 
and  tell  me  beforehand  what  is  proper  to  be  done, 
that  no  ojore  time  may  be  lost.  I  hate  the  dog  f 
for  making  his  court  in  such  a  manner. 


admiral,  tnd  was  mea^iet  of  parliamoit  for  the  university  of 
ChLford..^H.  .      .       ,        . 

*  Barber.  The  whole  letter  regards  the  alteratioBS  pro- 
posed  by  BoltBgbroke  on  ^  Dean's  manuscript  of  the  <^  Free 
Thoagbts,**  which  undoubtedly  were  calculated  to  make  the 
tract  serre  his  own  interest  against  Lord  Oxford's ;  whereat  the 
purport  of  Swifl^s  whole  argument  was  to  reconcile  them  if  pos« 
sible.  Ford's  meaning  is  obfiously  that  if  Mr  Barber  had  not 
luuned  Lord  Boiingbroke,  which  might  render  any  scruple  at 
adopting  his  amendments  personally^  disrespectful  to  him,  it 
might  hare  been  very  easy  to  have  rejected  tiiose  of  a  nameless 
aad  unknown  critic. 

t  John  Barber. 
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I  am  very  sorry  you  have  had  occasion  to  remove 
your  premier  minister.  We  are  told  now,  we  shall 
nave  no  dhimge  in  Ofm,  and  ^hat  )he  Duke  of  Shrews- 
bury will  perfectly  reconcile  all  matters.  I  am  sure 
you  will  not  believe  this  any  more  than  I  do ;  but 
the  dragon  * .  h?is  been  more  cheerful  than  usual  for 
three  or  four  days;  and  therefore  people  conclude 
the  breaches  are  healed.  I  rather  incline  to  the  opi-: 
nion  of  those  who  s^y  he  is  to  be  made  a  duke,  and 
to  have  a  pension.  Another  reason  given  why  there 
is  to  be  no  change  is,  because  the  parliament  was 
not  adjourned  to  issue  new  writs  in  the  room  of  those 
who  were  to  come  in  upon  the  new  scheme^  that 
they  might  sit  in  the  house  at  the  next  meeting. 
But  I  cannot  see  why  an  adjournment  may  not  do 
as  well  at  the  beginning,  as  at  the  end  of  a  session; 
and  certainly  it  will  displease  less  in  Jianuary  or 
February,  than  it  would  have  done  in  July..  The 
whigs  give  out  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  is  coming 
over,  and  his  house  is  now  actually  fitting  up  at 
St  James's.  We  have  had  more  va!riety  of  lies  of 
late  than  ever  I  remember.  The  history  we  were 
formerly  talking  of,  would  swell  to  a  prodigious  size, 
if  it  was  carried  on.  There  was  a  fire  last  night  on 
Tower-hill>,  that  burnt  down,  forty,  or  fifty  houses^ 
You  say  nothing  of  coming  to  town.  I  hope  you 
do  not  mean  to  steal  away  to  Ireland  without  seeing 
us. 


*  The  E^rl  of  Oxford,— D,  S. 
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F^OM  THE  SAME.    4 

London,  July  17,  1714« 

A  SE€0XD  to-morrow  is  almost  past,  find  no-^ 
t-hing  has  been  yet  left  at  St  Dunstai^'s.  *  Barber 
will  lose  by  his  prodigious  cunning ;  but  that  is 
nothing  to  the  punishment  ha  deserves.  Had  it 
beeq  OQly  his  fear,  he  would  h^ve  chosen  somebody 
else  to  consult  with;  but  the  rogue  found  it  was 
well  written^  and  saw  the  passages  that  galled.  I 
am  heartily  ye^t  ^  the  other  persoa,  f  from  whom 
one  might  hav€  expected  a  more  hpnour^^blie  pro'- 
ceeding.  There  is  something  very  mean  in  his  de^  • 
siring  to  make  alterations,  wheq  I  aix^  sure  h^  has 
no  reasQu  to  complain^  and  is  at  least  as  fairly  dealt 
with  as  his  competitor.  %  Besides,  a  great  part  of 
it  is  as  mu^  for  bis  service  as  if  be  bad  given  direc- 
tions himself  lo  hwe  it  done.  What  relates  to  the 
pretender  is  of  the  utmost  use  to  him ;  4  ^^  there- 
fore I  am  as  much  surprised  at  l>is  delay,  a^  at  his 
iiDgenerou/s  ^^atioer  x>f  treating  an  uaknown  author, 


^  See  tlie  preceding  letter.  Ford  doubtiesA  liad  demanded  the 
fctnm  of  the  fnanus^ript,  ai)d  that  ft  should  be  sent  by  Barber 
.to  the  same  direction  tjbrou^b  mc^ns  pf  \vbi.cb,th.ejr  .corfpspood- 
ence  ^as  carried  on.  In  ths  course  of  the  letter,  he  expresses 
his  doubts,  whether  Barber  may  not  retain  the  nfanuscript,  not* 
^withstanding  the  hopes  which  Ford  had  giron  the  printer  that  it 
should  be  restored  to  him.  •     -  *" 

+  I^rd  Bolingbroke.— D.  S. 

X  Lord  Oxfprd.— D.  S: 

§  See  Vol.  V.  p.  405,  where  Swift  vindicates  the  tory  ministry 
from  any  design  to  alter  the  succession,  a  suspicion  of  which  at- 
tached chiefly  to  Bolingbroke. 
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to  whom  he  is  so  much  obliged.  But  perhaps  I 
may  wrong  him,  and  he  would  not  desire  to  turn 
the  whole  to  his  own  advantage.  If  it  had  come 
to  me  yesterday,  or  to-day,  I  was  resolved  to  have 
sent  it  to  some  other  printer  without  any  amend- 
ment; but  now  I  shall  wait  till  I  have  your  direc- 
tions. I  wish  you  had  employed  somebody  else  at 
first ;  but  what  signifies  wishing  now  ?  After  what 
Barber  writ  in  his  last,  I  can  hardly  think  he  will 

be  such  a as  not  to  let  me  have  it;  and  in  my 

answer  I  have  given  him  all  manner  of  encourage- 
ment to  do  it.  He  has  as  much  assurance  as  he 
can  well  desire,  that  the  alterations  shall  be  com- 
plied with,  arid  a  positive  promise  that  it  shall  be  r^ 
turned  to  him  the  same  day  he  leaves  it  at  St  Dun- 
stands. 

I  cannot  imagine  why  we  have  no  mischief  yet. 
Sure  we  are  not  to  be  difnappointed  at  last,  ifier  the 
bustle  that  has  been  made.  It  is  impossible  they  ^ 
can  ever  agree,  and  I  want  something  to  make  my 
letters  still  entertaining.  I  doubt  you  will  hardly 
thank  me  for  them,  now  the  parliament  is  up ;  but 
as  soon  as  any  thing  happens  you  >hall  know  it. 

The  queen  has  not  yet  appointed  the  time  for  re- 
moving to  Windsor.  My  Lord  Chief  Baron  Ward  is 
dead,  and  we  have  already  named  seven  successors, 
among  whom  is  our  Lord  Chancellor  Phipps.  Frsmk 
Annesley  was  to  have  had  his  place  under  my  Lord 
Anglesey,  so  that  it  is  well  for  him  we  have  provid- 
ed him  with  another  for  life. 


*  Lords  Oxford  and  Boliogbrokc .— O.  S. 
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FROM  ERASMUS  LEWIS,  ESQ. 

July  17,  1714. 

I  AM  sorry  to  find  by  those  that  have  fresher 
udvices  from  you  than  yours  of  the  eleventh  to  me, 
that  ParvisoFs*  conduct  puts  you  under  a  necessity 
of  changing  the  administration;  for  it  will  probably 
draw  you  to  Ireland  whether  you  will  or  not.  How* 
erer,  I  hope  to  see  you  at  Bath  three  weeks  hence, 
whatever  happens.  I  meet  with  no  man  or  woman, 
who  pretend  •upon  any  probable  grounds  to  judge 
who  will  carry  the  great  point.  Our  female  friend 
£A]  told  the  dragon  [Bj  in  her  own  house,  last 
Thursday  morning,  these  words :  **  You  never  did 
the  queen  any  service,  nor  are  you  capable  of  doing 
her  any."  He  made  no  reply,  but  supped  with  her 
and  Mercurialis  [C]  that  night,  at  her  own  house. 
His  revenge  is  not  the  less  meditated  for  that.  He 
tells  the^^ords  clearly  and  distinctly  to  all  mankind* 
Those,  who  ratlge  under  his  banner,  call  her  ten 
thousand  bitches  and  kitchen-wenches.  Those  who 
hate  him  do  the  same.  And  from  my  heart,  I  grieve 
that  she  should  give  such  a  loose  to  her  passion ;  foe 


*  Or  Swift*s  agent  in  Ireland.  The  Dean's  observations  on 
the  names  marked  A,  B,  C,  are  thus  written  on  the  blank  part 
of  the  original  letter : 

[A]  ^^  Mrs  Masham^-who  was  the  queen's  favourite,  fell  ont 
in  a  rage,  reproaching  Lord  Oxford  very  injuriouslj." 

[B]  ^^  The  dragon,  Lord-Treasurer  Oxford,  so  called  bv  the 
Dean  by  contraries ;  for  he  was  the  mildest,  wisest,  and  best 
minister  that  ever  served  a  prince." 

[C]  ^<  Lord  BoUngbroke;  called  so  by  Mr  Lewis."^-H. 
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she  is  susceptible  of  true  friendship,  and  has  mMf 
social  and  domestic  virtues.  The  great  attorney,* 
who  made  you  the  sliam  offer  of  the  Yorkshire  liv^ 
ing,  had  a  long  conference  with  the  dragon  on 
Thursday,  kissed  him  at  parting,  and  cursed  him  at 
night.  He  went  to  the  CQuntry  yesterday ;  fromt 
whence  some  conjecture  nothing  considerable  will 
be  dpne  soon.  Lord  Harley  f  and  Lady  Harriot  J 
went  this  morning  to  Oxford.  H€  has  fitiisbed  all 
matters  with  Lord  Pelham,  §  as  far  as  can  be  done 
without  an  act  of  parliament.  The  fcorhposiiion  was 
signed  by  the  auditor,  and  Naylor,  brother-in-law  to 
Pelham.  This  day  se'e?>night  Lord  Harley  is  to  havo 
the  whole  Cavendish  estate,  which  is  valued  at  ten 
thousand  per  annum^  and  has  upon  it  forty  thousand 
pounds  wprth^of  timber.  But  three  oitt  of  this  ten 
thousand  a-year  he  hM  by  the  wilL  He  reniits  id 
Lord  Pelham  the  twenty  thousand  pounds  charged 
for  Lady  Harriot's  fortune  on  the  Holies  estate;  and 
gives  him  some  patches  of  land,  that  lie  convenient 
to  him,  to  the  value  of  about  twenty  tliousadd 
pounds  more*  According  to  my  computation,  Lord 
Harley  gets  by  the  agreement  (if  the  timber  is  worth 
farty  thousand  pounds)  a  hundred  and  forty  thou« 
sand  pounds;  and  when  the  jointures  fall  in  to  him^ 
will  have  sixteen  thousand  pounds  a-year.  But  the 
cant  is,  twenty-six  thousand.  Lord  Pelham,  will 
really  have  twenty-six  thousand  pounds  a-year  from 
the  Newcastle  family,  which,  with  his  paternal 
vstate,  %vin  be  twicie  as  much  as  Lord  Hariey's.  The 


*  Perhaps  Lord  Chancellor  Harcourt.— ^-H, 

+  Edward,  son  io  the  Lord-'I'reasurer  Oxford*— B. 

%  Wife  of  Lord  Ilarlej.— B. 

^  Afterwards  Duke  of  Newcastle.-i-B. 
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estate  of  thfe  latter  is  judged  to*  be  iiv  the  best  condi- 
ti6ii',  and  some  vain-glorious. friends  of  ours  say,  it 
is  worth  more  than  the  others;  but  let  that  pass. 
Adieu. 


FROM  LORD  HARLEY. 

July  it,  1714. 

Brother  Swift*,  ^. 

Your  .  sister  f  has  at  last  got  rid  of  her  lawyers. 
We  are  just  setting  out  for  Oxford,  where  we  hope 
to  see  you.     I  am  your  affectionate  brother, 

HARIfEY. 


FROM  DR  ARBUTHNOT. 

London,  Jtlj  17, 1714. 
Dear  Brother, 
I  THOUGHT  it  necessary  to  speak  to  Lady  Masham 
^bout  that  affair,  because  I  believe  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  give  her  majesty  the  same  notion  of  it,  which 
the  memorial  does,  %  and  not  that  you  are  asking 
a  little  scandalous  salary  for  a  sinecure.  Lewis  de- 
spairs of  it,  and  thinks  it  quite  over  since  a  certain 


*  As  one  of  the  Club  of  Brothers,  so  often  mentioned. 
+  Lady  Henrietta  Harley,  wife  of  Lord  Harley.— H. 
%  Swift's  memorial  to  the  que^,  humbly  deeirini;  her  majesty 
to^appoint  him  historiographer. 
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affair.  I  will  not  think  so.  I  gave  yovur  letter»  vnih 
the  enclosed  memorial^  cavali^rement^  to  Lord  Bo« 
lingbroke.  He  read  it,  and  seemed  concerned  at  some 
part  of  it^  expressing  himself  thus :  ^^  That  it  would 
be  among  the  etemsd  scandals  of  the  government  to 
suffer  a  man  of  your  character*  that  had  so  well 
deserved  of  them,  to  have  the  least  uneasy  thought 
about  those  matters.""  As  to  the  fifty  pounds,  he 
was  ready  to  pay  it;  and  if  he  had  had  it  about 
him>  would  have  given  it  me.  The  dragon  was 
all  the  while  walking  with  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury. 
So  mv  Lord  Bolingbroke  told  me,  **  I  would  imme- 
diately stir  in  this  matter,  but  I  know  not  how  I 
stand  with  some  folks ;"  for  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury 
has  taken  himself  to  the  dragon  in  appearance.  ^ 
^^  I  know  how  I  stand  with  that  man  (pointing  to 
the  dragon),  but  as  to  the  other  I  cannot  tell;  how- 
ever, 1  will  claim  his  promise  :*"  and  so  he  took  the 
memorial. 

Do  not  think  I  make  you  a  bare  compliment  in 
what  I  am  going  to  say ;  for  I  can  assure  you  I  am 
in  earnest.  I  am  in  hopes  to  have  two  hundred 
pounds  before  I  go  out  of  town,  and  you  may  com- 
mand all  or  any  part  of  it  you  please,  as  long  as  you 
have  occasion  for  it.  I  know  what  you  will  gay ; 
"  To  see  a  scoundrel  pretend  to  offer  to  lend  me 
money/*  Our  situation  at  present  is  in  short  thus : 
they  have  rompu  en  visiere  with  the  dragon,  and 
yet  do  not  know  how  to  do  without  him.  My  Lady 
Masham  has  in  a  manner  bid  him  defiance,  without 
any  scheme,  or  likeness  of  it  in  any  form  or  shape, 
as  far  as  I  can  see.     Notwithstanding  he  visits. 


*  Hopes  had  been  entertained  that  the  Dnke  of  Shrewsbury 
might  mediate  between  the  contending  mioiBters. 
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cringes,  flatters,  &c.  which  is  beyond  my  coinpre* 
hension. 

I  have  a  rtty  ooihical  aocount  of  Letcombe,  and 
the  Dean  of  St  Patrick's,  from  Pope,  with  an  epi- 
sode of  the  burning-glass.  I  was  going  to  make  an 
epigram  upon  the  imagination  of  your  burning  your 
own  history  with  the  burning-glass.  I  wish  Pope 
or  Pamell  would  put  it  into  rhyme.  '  The  thought 
is  this  :  Apollo  speaks;  ^*  that  since  he  had  inspired 
you  to  reveal  those  things  which  were  hid,  even 
from  his  own  light,  such  as  the  feeble  springs  of 
some  great  events;  and  perceiving  that  a  faction 
who  could  not  bear  their  deeds  to  be  brought  to 
light,  had  condemned  it  to  an  ignominious  name ; 
that  it  might  not  perish  so,  he  was  resolved  to  con- 
sume it  with  his  own^*^  celestial  one.''  And  then 
you  must  conclude  with  some  simile.  Thus,  &c. 
There  are  two  or  three  that  will  fit  it. 

Whiston  has  at  last  published  his  project  of  the 
longitude ;  the  most  ridiculous  thing  that  ever  was 
thought  on.  But  a  pox  on  him!  he  has  spoiled 
one  of  my  papers  of  Scriblerus,  which  was  a  propo- 
sal for  the  longitude,  not  very  unlike  his,  to  this 
purpose :  that  since  there  was  no  pole  for  East  and 
West,  that  all  the  princes  of  Europe  should  join  and 
buil^l  two  prodigious  poles^  upon  high  mountsdns, 
with  a  vast  light-house  to  serve  for  a  pole-star.  I 
was  thinking  of  a  calculation  of  the  time,  charges, 
and  dimensions.  Now  you  must  understand,  his 
project  is  by  light-houses,  and  explosion  of  bombs 
at  a  certain  hour. 

Lewis  invited  me  to  dinner  to-day,  md  has  disap- 
pointed me.  I  thought  to  have  said  something  more 
about  you.  I  have  nothing  more  to  add,  but,  my 
dear  friend,  adieu. 

VOL.  XVI.  M 
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DR  SWIFT'S  MEMORIAt. 

TO 

THE    QUEEN. 


The  change  of  ministry  about  four  years  ago,  the 
fall  of  the  Duke  t>f  Marioorough,  and  the  proceed- 
ings since  in  relation  to  the  peace  and  treaties,  arc 
all  capable  of  being  very  nwlficiously  represented  to 
posterity,  if  they  should  fall  under  the  pen  of  some 
writer  of  the  opposite  party,  as  they  probably  may. 

Upon  these  reasons,  it  is  necessary,  for  the  ho- 
nour of  the  queen,  and  in  justice  to  her  senrants, 
that  some  able  hand  should  be  immediately  em- 
ployed to  write  the  history  of  her  majesty^s  reign  ^ 
that  the  truth  of  things  may  be  transmitted  to  future 
ages,  and  bear  down  the  falsehood  of  malicious 
pens. 

The  Dean  of  St  f^atrick*^s  is  ready  to  undertake 
this  work ;  humbly  desiring  her  majesty  will  please 
to  appoint  him  her  historiographer,  not  from  any 
view  of  the  profit,  (which  is  so  inconsiderable  that 
it  will  hardly  serve  to  pay  the  expence  of  searching 
offices),  but  from  an  earnest  desire  to  serve  his  <jueen 
and  Country ;  for  which  that  employment  will  qua- 
lify him,  by  an  opportunity  of  access  to  (hose  places 
where  papers  and  records  are  kept,  which  will  be 
necessary  to  any  who  undertake  such  an  history. 
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TO  THE  DUKE  OF  ORMOND.* 

July  17,  17U* 

My  Lohd, 
I  NEVER  expected  that  a  great  man  should  re* 
member  me  in  absence,  because  I  knew  it  was  un- 
reasonable, and  that  your  grace  is  too  much  troubled 
with  persons  about  you,  to  think  of  those  who  are 
out  of  the  way.   But,  if  Dr  Pratt  has  done  me  right, 
I  am  mistaken;  and  your  grace  has  almost  declared 
that  you  expected  a<  letter  from  me ;  which  you 
should  never  have  had^  if  the  ministry  had  been  like 
you :   for  then  I  should  have  ,  always   been  near 
enough  to  have  carried  my  own  messages.     But  I 
was  heartily  weary  of  them  :  and  your  grace  will  be 
my  witness,  that  I  despaired  of  any  good  success, 
from  their  manner  of  proceeding,  some  months  be- 
fore I  left  town ;  where  J  thought  it  became  me  to 
continue  no  longer,   when  T  could  do  no  service  ei- 
ther to  mvself,  my  friends,  or  the  public.     By  the 
accounts  1  have  from  particular  friends,  I  find  the 
animosity  between  the  two  great  men  does  not  at 
all  diminish :  though  I  hear  it  is  given  out  that  your 
grace^s  successor  f  has  undertaken  a  general  recon- 
cilement.    If  it  be  true,  this  will  succeed  like  the 
rest  of  his  late  undertakings. 

I  must  beg  your  grace  s  pardon,  if  I  entreat  you 
for  several  reasons,  to  see  Liady  Masham  as  often  as 
you  conveniently  can :  and  I  must  likewise  desire 


*  The  Dake  of  Ormond  was  lord-lieuteDant  of  Ireland  in 
1710.  He  9ucceeded  the  Dnke  of  Marlborough  in  the  command 
of  the  atttfy  ;  and  hit  Dachess  was  lady  of  the  bed«ohamher.««- 
H 

+  The  Duke  of  Shrewsbury.-.D.  S. 
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you  to  exert  yourself  in  the  disposal  of  the  bishop- 
ricks  in  Ireland.  It  is  a  scandal  to  the  qrown,  and 
an  injury  to  the  churchy  that  they  should  be  so  long 
delayed.  There  are  some  hot-headed  people  on  the 
other  side  the  water,  who  understand  nothing  of  our 
court,  and  would  confound  every  thing;  always 
employed  to  raise  themselves  upon  the  ruins  of  those 
characters  they^  have  blasted.  I  wish  their  inter- 
meddling may  not  occasion  a  worse  choice  than  your 
grace  approved  of  last  winter.  However,  I  beg  you 
will  take  care  that  no  injury  be  done  to  Dr  l^att,  or 
Dr  Elwood,  *  who  have  more  merit  and  candour 
than  a  hundred  of  their  detractors.  I  am,  with  the 
greatest  respect,  my  lord. 

Your  grace's  most  obedient, 

and  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

JoN.  Swift. 


FROM  CHARLES  FORD,  ESQ. 

London^  July  20, 1714. 

Who  would  ever  do  any  thing  for  them,  when 
they  are  so  negligent  of  their  own  interest?  The 
captain  mifst  see  what  use  it  would  be  to  him  to 
have  it  published,  and  yet  he  has  not  returned  it.  f 


*  Fellows  of.  Trinity  College,  Dublio.— F« 

f  Still  alluding  to  the  ^^  Free  Thoughts,''  the  manuscript  of 
Which  was,  it  seems,  yet  in  the  hands  of  Bolingbroke,  or  of 
Barber,  instead  of  being  returned  to  the  fictitious  address  with 
which  the  latter  had  been  furnished. 
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You  have  another  copy  by  you:  I  wish  you  would 
send  it;  and  if  you  do  not  care  it  should  appear  in 
your  own  hand,  I  will  get  it  transcribed.  My  se- 
cretary is  a  boy  often  or  eleven  years  old,  and  no 
discovery  can  be  made  by  him.  I  do  not  know 
what  my  Lord  Botingbroke  may  do,  but  I  dare  say 
Barber  does  not  suspect  from  whence  it  comes. 
However,  I  wonder  he  has  not  mentioned  it  to 
you. 

I  thought  you  had  heard  the  historiographer's 
place  had  been  disposed  of  this  fortnight.  I  know 
no  more  of  him  who  has  it,  than  that  his  name  is 
Madox.  *  It  would  be  impudence  in  them  to  send 
for  you ;  but  I  hope  you  will  come.  A  reconcile- 
ment is  impossible ;  and  I  can  guess  no  reason  why 
matters  are  delayed,  unless^  it  be  to  gain  over  some 
lords,  who  stick  firm  to  the  dragon,  and  others  that 
are  averse  to  the  captain.f  The  Duke  of  Shrews- 
bury declares  against  him  in  private  conversation ; 
I  suppose  because  he  is  against  every  chief  minister, 
for  it  is  known  he  has  no  kindness  for  the  colonel,  f 
Lord  Anglesey  rails  at  the  chancellor,  for  some  opi- 
nion the  attorney  and  solicitor-general  have  given 
relating  to  Ireland.  Who  can  act,  when  they  have 
so  much  caprice  to  deal  with  ? 

Mr  Lewis  says,  **  he  will  speak  to  Mr  Bromley 
for  his  part,  and  will  engage  it  shall  be  paid  as  soon 
as  Lord  Bolingbroke  has  given  his."  But  it  was 
mentioned  before  my  lord-treasurer,  and  he  imme- 
diately took  the  whole  upon  himself.  If  they  lived 
near  one  another,  and  a  house  between  them  was  on 
fire,  I  fancy  they  would  contend  who  should  put  it 


*  Thomas  Madox,  Esq<««^H.        f  Lord  Boliagbrokc.— II. 
I  Lord  Oxf ord.--H. 
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out,  until  the  whole  street  were  burued.  Mr  Lewis 
goes  into  Wales  the  week  after  next.  I  shall  have 
the  wl^ole  town  to  myself.  Now  it  is  my  own,  I 
begin  not  to  value  it.  Pope  and  Parnell  tell  me,  you 
design  them  a  visit.  When  do  you  go  ?  If  you  are 
with  them  in  the  middle  of  a  week,  I  should  be  0ad 
to  meet  you  there.  Let  me  know  where  you  are  to 
be  in  Herefordshire,  and  I  will  send  you  some  cla- 
ret. It  is  no  compliment,  for  I  am  overstocked,  and 
it  will  decay  before  I  drink  it  You  shall  have  ei- 
ther old  or  new ;  I  have  too  much  of  both. 

I  paid  the  woman  for  your  handkerchiefs ;  but 
should  not  have  given  her  so  much,  if  she  had  not  ' 
assured  me  you  had  agreed  with  her-  I  think  you 
may  very  well  shake  off  the  old  debt,  and  she  will 
have  no  reason  to  complain.  So  I  told  her ;  but  if 
you  would  have  me,  I  will  pay  her. 

Pray  send  me  the  other  copy  *,  or  put  me  in  a 
way  of  recovering  the  former.     I  am,  &c. 


FROM  THE  DUKE  OF  ORMOND. 

July  22, 1714. 

Sib, 
I  AM  very  glad  to  hear  from  you.  I  thought  you 
had  hid  yourself  from  the  world,  and  given  over  all 
thoughts  of  your  friends.  I  am  very  sorry  for  the 
reason  of  your  retirement.  I  am  a  witness  to  your 
endeavours  to  have  made  up,  what  I   believe  the 

*  Of  the  ««  Free  Thoughts.'*— H. 
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great  man  ^  you  mention  will  hardly  compass.  I 
am  of  your  opinion,  that  it  is  shameful  that  the  va- 
cant bishopricks  are  nol  diiposed  of.  I  shall  do  all 
that  lies  in  my  power,  to  serve  the  gentlemen  that  I 
have  already  mentioned  to  the  queen,  and  hope  with 
good  success. 

For  tiie  lady  you  mention,  f  I  cihall  endeavour  to 
see  her  as  often  as  I  can.  She  is  one  that  I  have 
a  great  esteem  for.  I  send  you  some  Burgundy, 
which  I  hope  you  will  like.  It  is  y^ery  good  to 
cure  the  spleen.  Believe  me,  with  great  truth,  Sir, 
your  mo^  affectionale  friend  and  humble  servant, 

Ormond. 


FROM  ERASMUS  LEWIS,  ESQ. 

Whitehall,  July  22,  1714. 

Sir, 
I  RECEIVED  a  letter  from  you  last  Monday,  for 
my  lord4reasurer,  in  a  blank  cover.  Last  Friday 
lord-chancellor  went  into  the  country,  with  a  design 
to  stay  there  till  the  tenth  of  August;  but  last  Tues- 
day he  was  sent  for  express  by  Lord  Bolingbroke. 
Next  Tuesday  the  queen  goes  to  Windsor.  What 
changes  we  are  to  have,  will  probably  appear  before 
she  goes.  Dr  Arbuthnot  dines  with  me  to-day,  and 
in  tke  evening  we  go  to  Kensington. 


«  Tbe  Duke  of  Shi^wiburjr.  t  Lady  ]iMuMB.~D.  S. 
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FROM  CHARLES  FORD,  ESQ. 

London,  July  M,  1714. 

Pbay  send  'me  the  other  copy,  and  let  us  have 
the  benefit  of  it,  since  you  have  been  at  the  trouble 
of  writing.     Unless  '  *  be  served  s^inst 

his  will,  it  is  not  likely  to  be  done  at  all;  but  I  think 
you  used  to  take  a  pleasure  in  good  offices  6f  that 
kind,  and  I  hope  you  would  not  let  the  cause  suffer; 
though  I  must  own,  in  this  particular,  the  person 
who  has  the  management  of  it  does  not  deserve  any 
favour.  Nothing  being  left  for  me  at  St  Dunstan*s, 
I  sent  to  Barber  for  an  answer  to  my  last.  He  says, 
it  is  not  yet  restored  to  him;  as  soon  as  it  is,. I  shall 
have  it.  This  delay  begins  to  make  me  think  all 
ministers  are  alike  :  and  as  soon  as  the  captain  is  a 
colonel,  he  will  act  as  his  predecessors  have  done. 

The  queen  goes  to  Windsor  next  Tuesday,  and 
we  expect  all  matters  will  be  settled  before  that  time. 
We  have  had  a  report,  that  my  lord  privy-seal  is  to 
go  out  alone;  but  the  learned  only  laugh  at  it.  The 
captain's  t  friends  think  themselves  secure;  and  the 
colonel's  1  are  so  much  of  the  sameopinion,  that  they 
only  drink  his  health  while  he  is  yet  alive.  -  How- 
ever it  is  thought  he  will  fall  easy,  with  a  pension 
of  four  thousand  pounds  a*year,  and  a  duk^om. 
Most  of  the  staunch  tories  are  pleased  with  the  alte- 
ration :  and  the  whimsicals  pretend  the  cause  of 


*  Tlie  blank  should  probably  be  filled  up  with  <^  Lord.trea. 
surer."— N. 

•f  Bolingbroke-— H.  %  Oxford.«..*H. 
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their  disgust  was,  because  the  whigs  were  too  much 
"favoured. 

In  short,  we  propose  very  happy  days  to  our- 
selves as  long  as  this  reign  lasts  ;  and  if  the  unceT'- 
tain  timorous  nature  of^  ^ —  ■  does  not  disap- 

point us,  we  have  a  very  fair  prospect.  The  dragon 
and  his  antagonist  f  meet  every  day  at  the  cabinet. 
They  often  eat,  and  drink,  and  walk  together,  as 
if  there  was  no  sort  of  disagreement;  and  when  they 
part,  I  hear  they  give  one  another  such  names,  as 
nobody  but  ministers  of  st^te  could  bear,  without 
cutting  throats.    The  Duke  of  Marlborough  is  ex- 
pected here  every  day.     Dr  Garth  ?ay8,  he  comes 
only  to  drink  the  Bristol  waters  for  a  diabetes.  The 
whigs  are  making  great  preparations  to  receive  him. 
But  yesterday  I  was  offered  considerable  odds,  that 
not  one  of  those  who  go  out  to  meet  him,  will  visit 
him  in  half  a  year.     1  durst  not  lay,  though  I  can 
hardly  think  it.  My  Lord  Marr  ,is  married  to  Lady 
Frances  Pierrepoint ;  and  my  Lord  Dorchester,  her 
father,  is  to  be  married  next  week  to  Lady  Bell  Ben- 
tinck.  Let  me  know  if  you  go  to  Pope's,  that  I  may 
endeavour  to  meet  you  there.     I  am,  &c. 


FROM  THE  SAME. 

London,  July  24.  1714. 

We  expected  the  grand  affair  would  have  been 
done  yesterday,  and  now  every  body  agrees  it  will 

♦  "  The  Queen/'  doubtless.  +  Bolmgbroke.-..H. 
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\ie  to-night.  *  The  Bishop  of  London,  Lord  Ba^ 
thurst,Mr  Bridges,  Sir  William  Windham,  and  Cam- 
pion,  are  named  for  commissioners  of  the  treasury ; 
but  I  have  hot  sufficient  jauthority  for  you  to  de- 
pend upon  it.  They  talk  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond 
for  our  lord-lieutenant.  I  cannot  get  the  pamphlet 
back*  What  shall  I  do  ?  I  wish  you  would  send 
me  the  other  copy.  My  Lord  Anglesey  goes  next 
Monday  to  Ireland.  I  hear  he  is  only  angry  with 
the  chancellor,  and  not  at  all  with  the  captain. 


FROM  ERASMUS  LEWIS,  ESQ. 

Whitehall,  July  24,  1714. 

I  SAW  Lord  Harley  this  morning.  He  tells  me, 
that  he  left  you  horridly  in  the  dumps.  I  wish 
you  were  here ;  for  after  giving  a  quarter  of  an 
hour's  vent  to  our  grief  for  the  departure  of  our 
Don  Quixote,  f  we  should  recover  ourselves,  and 
receive  consolation  from  each  other.  Th#  triumph 
of  the  enemy  makes  me  mad.    I  feel  a  strange  ten- 


*  The  dismission  of  Lord  Oxford. — H. 

f  Lord  Oxford,  who  was  just  at  this  time  dismissed  from  tis 
iemplojrmeiit  ts  first  minister,  and  immediate! j  succeeded  by  Lord 
Bolingbroke.  On  Thursday  the  37th  of  the  same  month  he  snr.. 
rendered  his  staff  as  lord.treasiurer ;  and  on  the  dOtli  Lord  Shrews- 
bury was  appointed  to  succeed  him  in  that  office.— H. 
1 


Digitized  by 


Google 


EPISTOLAftT  CORRESPOl^rDBNCfi.  18? 

derness  within  myself,  and  scarce  bear  the  thoughts 
of  dating  letters  from  this  place,  wheq  my  old  friend 
is  out,  whose  fortune  I  have  shared  for  so  many  years. 
But  Jiat  voluntas  tua  f  The  damned  thing  is,  we 
are  to  do  all  dirty  work.  We  are  to  turn  out  Monck* 
ton,  ♦  and  I  hear  we  are  to  pass  the  new  commis- 
sion of  the  treasuty .  f  For  God's  sake  write  to  Lady 
Masham,  in  favour  of  poor  Thomas,  J  to  preserve 
him  from  ruin.  I  will  second  it.  I  intended  to 
have  writ  you  a  long  letter :  but  the  moment  I  had 
turned  this  page,  I  had  intelligence  that  the  dragon 
has  broke  out  in  a  fiery  passion  with  my  lord  chan- 
cellor, §  sworn  a  thousand  oaths  he  would  be  re- 
venged, &c.  This  impotent,  womanish  behaviour, 
vexes  me  more  than  his  being  out.    This  last  stroke 


*  Robert  Monckton,  one  of  the  commisiioiieri  for  tmde  and 
plantations,  who  had  giren  information  against  Arthur  Moore, 
one  of  his  brother  commissioners,  for  accepting  a  bribe  from  the 
Spanish  court,  to  get  the  treaty  of  commerce  cdbtinued. — H.  It 
was  generally  supposed  that  he  gare  this  information  against 
Moore,  who  was  a  creature  of  Bolingbroke,  at  the  instance  of 
the  lord-treasurer,  who  hoped  lo  invoWe  his  riral  in  Moore's 
disgrace. 

+  The  design  of  Bolingbroke  was  to  put  the  treasury  into 
commission.  Sir  William  Wyndharo  was  fixed  upon  as  one  of 
the  commissioners,  but  it  was  very  diftcolt  io  settle  who  were  to 
be  the  other  four,  for  many  declined  accepting  an  oflce  so  pre* 
carious.     See  p.  19^. 

^  Mr  Thomas  had  been  secretary  under  the  old  commission  of 
the  treasury  :  and  he  wrote  to  the  dean  by  the  same  post,  for  a 
recommendation  to  Lady  Masham,  either  to  be  continued  in  the 
same  office  under  the  new  commissioners,  or  to  be  considered  ^n 
some  other  manner,  by  way  of  compensation.  ^He  ui^es  a  pre« 
cedent  for  this,  in  the  case  of  his  predecessor ;  who,  being  re* 
moTed  from  his  post  of  secretary,  got  the  office  of  comptroller 
of  the  lotteries,  worth  L.  500  a*year,  for  32  years.  See  pp» 
150,  168.—H. 

§  Lord  Harcourt.— H. 
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shows,  quantula  sint  kominum  corpuscula.  1  ani 
determined  for  the  Bath  on  the  second  or  the  ninth 
of  August  at  farthest. 


FROM  DR  ARBUTHNOT. 

July24»^l7I4. 
Dear  Broth kr, 
I  suppose  you  have  read  the  account  of  St  Kilda; 
There  is  an  officer  there,  who  is  a  sort  of  tribunus 
plebiSy  whose  office  it  is  to  represent  the  grievances 
of  the  people  to  the  Laird  of  M*Leod,  who  is  sup- 
posed to  be  their  oppressor.  He  is  bound  to  con- 
tradict the  laird,  till  he  gives  him  three  strokes  with 
a  cane  over  the  head,  and  then  he  is  at  liberty  to 
submit.  *    This  I  have  done,  and  so  has  your  friend 


*  The  officer  in  question  was  a  sort  of  deputy  .lieutenant  under 
the  steward  of  the  Laird  of  Macleod,  from  whom,  and  not  from 
the  hand  of  the  laird  himself,  he  was  subject  to  receive  castiga- 
tioB.  ^^  This  officer,  as  such,  is  obliged  (o  adjust  the  respec- 
tive proportions  of  lands^  grass,  and  rocks,  and  what  else  could 
be  claimed  by  virtue  of  the  last  tack  or-  lease,  which  is  never 
longer  than  for  three  years,  condescended  to  by  the  steward ; 
nay,  he  is  obliged  always  to  dispute  with  the  steward  for  what 
is  due  to  any  of  them,  and  never  to  give  over  until  he  has  ob- 
tained his- demand,  or  put  the  steward  into  such  a  passion  that  he 
gives  the  officer  at  least  three  strokes  with  his  cudgel  upon  the 
crown  of  his  head  ;  which  is  the  utmost  that  is  required  of  him 
by  ancient  customs.  I  said  to  the  officer  who  gave  me  this  ac« 
count,  what  if  the  steward  should  give  him  -but  one  blow  ?  He 
answered,  that  the  inhabitants  would  not  be  satisfied  if  he  did 
not  so  far  plead  as  to  irritate  the  steward  as  to  give  both  a  secpsd 
and  a  third.  I  had  the  farther  curiosity  to  inquire  of  the  stew* 
ard  himself,  if  he  was  wont  to  treat  the  officer  in  this  manner  ? 
who  answered,  that  it  was  an  ancient  custom,  which,  in  his  short 
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Levns.  It  has  been  said  that  we  and  the  dean  were 
the  authors  of  all  that  has  since  happened,  by  keep- 
ing the  dragon  in,  when  there  was  an  offer  to  lay 
down.  I  was  told  to  my  face,  that  what  I  said  in 
this  case  went  for  nothing ;  that  I  did  not  care,  tf 
the  great  person's  aflraii*s  went  to  entire  ruin^  so  I 
conld  support  the  interests  of  the  dragon;  that  I 
did  not  know  the  hsdf  of  his  proceedings.  Particu- 
larly it  was  said,  though  I  am  confident  it  was  a 
mistake,  that  he  had  attempted  the  removing  her 
from  the  favour  of  a  great  person;  In  short,  the 
faU  of  the  dragon  does  not  proceed  altogether  from 
his  <Ad  friend,  but  from  the  great  person,  whom  I 
perceive  to  be  highly  offended,  by  little  hints  that 
I  have  received.  In  short,  the  dragon  has  been  so 
ill  used,  and  must  serve  upon  such  terms  for  the 
future,  if  he  should,  that  I  swear  I  would  not  advise 
Turk,  Jew,  nor  infidel,  Jo  be  in  that  state.  Come 
up  to  town,  and  I  can  tell  you  more.  I  have  been 
but  indiflferently  treated  invself,  by  somebody  at 
court,  in  small  concerns.  I  cannot  tell  who  it  is  ! 
But  mum  for  that.     Adieu. 


TO  THE  EARL  OF  OXFORD.  * 

July  25,  1714. 

My  Lord, 
To-MORRQw    sevennight   I  shall    set  out  from 


tiraei  he  had  not  had  occasion  to  practise,  bat  if  he  should,  he^d 
not  confine  himself  to  the  number  of  three  blows  if  the  officer 
should  pi^ore  indiscreet— -Martin's  Voyage  to  St  Kilda,  Lond« 
-I75S, «.  p.  so. 

*  On  hearing  his  intentions  to  resign  his  8taff««»D.  S« 
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hence  to  Ireland :  my  license  for  absence  being  so 
near  out,  that  I  can  $tay  no  longer  without  taking 
another.  I  say  this,  that  if  you  have  any  com- 
mands, I  shall  h^e  just  time  enough  to  receive 
them  before  I  go.  And  if  you  resign  in  a  few  days, 
as  I  am  told  you  design  to  do,  you  may  possibly 
rehire  to  Herefordshire,  where  I  sliall  readily  attend 
you,  if  you  soon  withdraw ;  or,  after  a  few  tnonlhs 
stay  in  Ireland,  I  will  return  at  the  beginning  -  of 
winter,  if  you  please  to  ccnnmand  me.  I  spsak  in 
the  dark,  because  I  am  altogether  so,  and  what  I 
say  may' be  absurd.  You  will  please  to  pardon 
me ;  for,  as  I  am  wholly  ignorant,  so  I  have  none  of 
your  composure  of  mind..  I  pray  God  Almighty 
direct  and  defend  you,  &Ci 


FROM  THE  EARL  OF  OXFQRD. 

July  27,  1714.  ♦ 

If  I  tell  my  dear  friend  the  value  I  put  upon  hi3 
undeserved  friendship,  it  will  look  like  suspecting 

Jou  or  myself.    Though  I  have  had  no  p6Wer  since 
ttly  25,  1713,  t  I  believe  now,  as  a  private  man. 


*  Endorsed,  "  Just  before  the  loss  of  his  staff."— N. 

f  The  £arl  af  Oxford,  in  bis  <<  Brief  Account  of  Pttblic  Af. 
airs,"  ^^  presented  to  the  queen  on  the  9th  of  June  1714,  and 
published  in  the  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee,"  mentioni, 
t^t  he  wrote  a  large  letter,  dated  July  25,  1713,  tp  Lord  Bo« 
lingbroke,  ^^  containing  his  scheme  of  the  qnettn's  affiurty  and 
what  vt^s  necessary  for  Lord  Bolingbroke  to  do ;"  which  wa9  itt* 
swered  by  thajt  lord  on  the  27th  of  that  monthw^-B* 
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I  vMf  prevail  to  renew  your  license  of  absence, 
conditmally  you  will  be  present  with  me ;  for  to- 
morrow morning  I  shall  be  a  prirate  person.  When 
I  hate  settled  my  domestic  aflfairs  here,  I  go  to 
Wimple;  thence  alone,  to  Herefordshire.  If  I 
have  not  tired  you  tite-d-tite^  fling  away  so  much 
lime  upon  one  who  loves  you.  And  I  believe,  in 
the  mass  of  souls^  ours^  were  placed  near  each  other. 
I  send  you  an  imitation  of  Dryden,  as  I  went  to 
Kensington:  • 

•    (  4  1. 

To  Metre  with  lota» 

And  shea  your  bloody 
ApproTcd  is  above* 

Bu(  here  below 5 

Th'  examples  sbow, 
'Tis  UM  to  be  good. 


FROM  ERASMUS  LEWIS,  ESQ. 

Whitehall,  Julj  27,  1714. 

Sim, 
I  HAVE  yours  of  the  25  th.  You  judge  very  right; 
it  is  not  the  going  out,  but  the  manner,  that  enrages 
me.  ♦  The  queen  has  told  all  the  lords  the  reasons 
of  her  parting  with  him,  viz.  **  that  he  neglected 
all  business  ^  that  he  was  seldom  to  be  understood ; 
that  when  he  did  explain  himself>  she  could  not 


*  It  had  been  sappottd  that  Lord  Oxford*i  fall  would  have 
been  softened  by  the  gjrant  of  a  dukedom,  and  pension  of  L,  5000. 
But,  on  the  contrary,  he  was  depmed  of  hif  staff  in  a  Tery  sut|i« 
mary  and  mortifying  manner. 
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depend  upon  the  trutli  of  what  he  said;  that. he 
never  came  to  her  at  the  time  she  appoixitied^ 
that  he  often  came  drunk;  lastly,  to  crown  all, 
he  behaved  himself  toward  her  with  bad  manners, 
indecency,  and  disrespect." — Pudet  hac  opprobria 
nobis y  8(c. 

I  am  distracted  with  the  thoughts,. of  this,  and 
the  pride  of  the  conqueror.  *  I  would  give  the 
world  I  could  go  out  of  town  to-morrow ;  but  the 
secretary  says  I  must  not  go  till  he  returns,  which 
will  not  be  till  the  sixteenth  of  August,  or  perhaps 
the  twenty-third ;  but  I  am  in  hopes  I  may  go  toward 
Bath  the  sixteenth. 

The  runners  are  already  employed  to  go  to  all 
the  coffeehouses.  They  rail  to  the  pit  of  hell.  I 
am  ready  to  burst  for  want  of  vent. 

The  stick  f  is  yet  in  his  hand,  because  they  can- 
not agree  who  shall  be  the  new  commissioners. 
We  suppose  the  blow  will  be  given  to-night  or  to- 
mon-ow  morning.  The  sterility  of  good  and  able 
men  is  incredible.  When  the  matter  is  over,  I 
will  wait  upon  our  she  friend.  J  If  she  receives  me 
as  usual,  I  will  propose  to  her,  that  I  will  serve 
where  I  do,  provided  I  may  be  countenanced,  and 


*  Lord  Bolingbroke.— H. 

i  On  the  nigbt  of  Tuesday,  July  27,  the  day  on  which  this 
letter  is  dated,  a  cabinet  council  was  held  (after  the  Earl  of  Ox. 
ford  had  lesigiied  the  staff,  which  he  did  on  that  day)  to  consult 
what  persons  to  put  in  commission  for  the  management  of  the 
treasury.  The  number  to  be  fire.  Sir  William  Wyndham, 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  was  to  be  one :  but  they  could  not 
agree  in  the  choice  of  the  other  four.  Their  debate  about  the 
matter  lasted  till  near  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  at  which  the 
queen  being  present,  it  raised  a  Tiolent  agitation  in  her  spirits^ 
which  affected  her  head.»..H. 

X  Lady  Ma9ham.<^H. 
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at  full  liberty  to  pay  my  duty  to  all  the  Harleiaa 
family  in  the  same  manner  I  used  to  do.  If  that  is 
Qot  allowed  me  in  the  utmost  extent,  consistent 
with  my  trust  here,  I  will  propose  an  employment 
in  the  revenues,  or  to  ^o  out  without  anything; 
for  I  will  not  be  debarred  going  to  him.  If  she 
does  not  receive  me  as  she  used  to  do,  I  will  never 
go  again.  I  flatter  myself  she  will  be  so  friendly  as 
to  enter  into  the  consideration  of  my  private  cir- 
cumstances, and  preserve  her  old  goodness  to  me. 

There  is  no  seeing  the  dragon  till  he  is  out,  and 
then  I  will  know  his  thoughts  about  your  coming 
to  Brampton.  I  hear  he  goes  out  of  town  instantly 
to  Wimple,  and  my  lady  to  Brampton ;  that  he 
will  join  her  there,  after  a  few  days  stay  at  Wimple. 
Adieu. 


FROM  LADY  MASHAM. 

July  29, 1714 

My  good  Fbieno, 
I  OWN  it  looks  unkind  in  me  not  to  thank  you, 
in  all  this  time,  for  your  sincere  kind  letter ;  but 
I  was  resolved  to  stay  till  I  could  tell  you  the  queen 
had  got  so  far  the  better  of  the  dragon,  as  to  take 
her  power  out  of  his  hands.  He  has  been  the  most 
urtgrateful  man  to  her,  and  to  all  his  best  friends, 
that  ever  was  born.  I  cannot  have  so  much  time 
now  to  write  all  my  mind,  because  my  dear  mistress 
is  not  well,  and  I  think  I  may  lay  her  illness  to  th^ 
charge  of  the  treasurer,  who,  for  three  weeks  toge- 
ther, was  teasing  and  vexing  her  without  intermis* 

VOL.  XVI.  N 
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sion  !  and  she  could  not  get  rid  of  him  till  Tuesday 
last.  *     I  must  put  you  in  mind  of  one  passage  in 
your  letter  to  me,  which  is,  **'  I  pray  God  send  you 
wise  and  faithful  friends  to  advise  you  at  this  time, 
when  there  are  so  great  difficulties  to  struggle  with." 
That  is  very  plain  and  true;  therefore  will  you,  who 
have  gone  through  so  much,  and  taken  more  pains 
than   any  body,    and  given  wise  advice   (if  that 
wretched  man  had  had  sense  enough  and  honesty 
to  have  taken  it)  I  say,  will  you  leave  us  and  go  into 
Ireland  ?  No,  it  is  impossible ;  your  goodness  is  still 
the  same^  your  charity  and  compassion  for  this  poor 
lady,  who  has  been  barbarously  used,  would  not  let 
you  dp  it.     I  know  you  take  delight  to  help  the 
distressed  j   and  there  cannot  be  a  greater  object 
than  this  good  lady,   who  deserves  pity.      Pray, 
dear  friend,  stay  here ;  and  do  not  believe  us  all 
alike  to  throw  away  good  advice,  and  despise  every 
body's  understanding  but  their  own.     I  could  say  a 
great  deal  upon  the  subject,  but  I  must  go  to  her, 
for  she  is  not  well.     This  comes  to  you  by  a  safe 
hand,  so  that  neither  of  us  need  be  in  any  pain  about 
it. 

My  lord  and  brother  are  in  the  country.  My  sister 
and  girls  are  your  humble  servants. 


FROM  ERASMUS  LEWIS,  ESa 

July  99,  1714. 

Sir, 
I  HAVE  yours  of  the  27th.     I  write  this  in  the 

#  July  27 — N. 
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moroiog,  for  I  go  ia  the  evening  to  Kenaington. 
If  I  am  well  received^  I  will  coatinue  my  ho9iage> 
if  aot,  they  shall  hear  of  me  no  more*  Where  s^l 
I  write  to  you  again  ?  for  I  cannot  stir  from  hence, 
till  the  I6th  of  August  at  soonest.  Nothing  could 
please  me  more  than  to  pass  a  few  months  with  you 
at  Abercothy ;  *  but  I  am  yet  uncertain  whether  I 
shall  go  there  at  all.  All  lam  sure  of  is,  that  I  will 
go  out  of  town  to  some  place  for  some  time ;  first 
to  the  Bath,  for  I  cannot  bear  staying  in  this  room. 
I  want  physic  to  help  my  digestion  of  these  things, 
though  the  'squire  f  is  kinder  to  me  than  before. 
I  am  not  mortified  at  what  you  tell  me  of  Mer* 
curtails :  only  I  would  know»  whether  any  disre- 
spectful conduct  of  mine  has  brought  it  upon  me; 
or  whether  it  is  only  a  general  dislike  of  me,  because 
I  am  not  a  man  of  parts,  or  because  I  am  in  other 
interests?  They  would  not  give  the  dragon  the 
least  quarter,  excepting  only  a  pension,  if  he  will 
work  joumeywork  by  the  quarter-  I  have  long 
thought  his  parts  decayed,  and  am  more  of  that 
opinion  than  ever.  The  new  commission  is  not 
yet  named.  Would  not  the  world  have  roared 
against  the  dragon  for  such  a  thing  ?  Mercurialis 
entertained  Stanhope,  Craggs,  Pulteney,  and  Wal- 
pole.  J    What  if  the  dragon  had  done  so  ?  The  Duke 


^  In  Caermartbenshire,  of  whick  county  Mr  Lewb  wa«  a  aa- 
tiTe.*^B. 

i  William  Bronely,  Eiq.  secvetary  of  state—- B. 

\  On  tbe  ferjr  day  on  wkich  Lord  Oxford  resigned,  his  rival 
gave  an  entertainment,  attended  by  the  great  persons  in  the  whig 
interest  oanied  in  the  text,  and  also  by  Generals  Cadogan  and 
Palmes.  What  was  Boiingbroke's  purpose  can  hardly  foe  coa« 
jectured,  but  his  guests  probably  attended  to  inflame  the  di? i^ 
•ions  by  which  they  profited. 
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of  Somerset  dines  to-day  with  the  fraternity  at 
Greenwich,  with  Withers.  Nobody  goes  out  with 
the  dragon ;  but  many  will  sit  very  loose.  Some 
say  the  new  men  will  be  Lexington,  Wyndham, 
Strangeways,  Sir  John  Stonehouse,  and  Campion. 


FROM  MR  BARBER. 

July  31,  1714.    Six  at  night. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  AM  heartily  sorry  I  should  be  the  messenger  erf 
so  ill  news,  as  to  tell  you  the  queen  is  dead,  or 
dying  :  if  alive,  it  is  said,  she  cannot  live  till  morn- 
ing. You  may  easily  imagine  the  confusion  we  are 
all  in  on  this  sad  occasion.  I  had  set  out  yesterday 
to  wait  on  you,  but  for  this  sad  accident,  and  should 
have  brought  letters  from  Lord  Bolingbrokeand  I-ady 
Masham,  to  have  prevented  your  going.  Pray  do 
not  go,  for  I  will  come  to  you  when  I  see  how  things 
stand.  My  Lord  Shrewsbury  is  made  lord-treasurer,* 
and  everything  is  ready  for  the  proclaiming  the  Duke 
of  Brunswick  King  of  England,  The  parliament 
win  sit  to-morrow,  and  choose  a  new  speaker;  for 
Sir  Thomas  ^  is  in  Wales. 

For  God's  sake  do  not  go ;  but  either  come  to 
I^ndpn,  „gr  stay  till  I  come  to  you. 


*  Upon  the  queen's  sudden  illness  the  council,  which  was  at- 
tended by  the  Dukes  of  Somerset  and  Argyll,  though  unsuoi- 
moned,  recommended  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  to  the  appoint* 
ment  of  treasurer,  and  the  queen  gave  him  the  staff  with  her  dy. 
ing  hand,  bidding  him  use  it  for  tibie  good  of  her  people.  Thus 
tho  duke  was  at  once  lord.treasurer,  lord-chamberlain,  and  lord. 
lk*u tenant  of  Ireland.  This  was  a  severe  blow  to  Bolingbroke^ 
for  the  duke  was  devotedly  attached  to  the  Hanover  succession. 

f  Uanmer.— H. 
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FROM  ERASMUS  LEWIS,  ESa 


Keniington,  Saturday,  Jaly  31,  1714, 
Six  ia  the  ETening. 
Sift, 

At  the  same  time  I  am  writing,  the  breath  is  said 
td  be  in  the  queen's  nostrils;  but  that  is  all.  No  hope 
left  of  her  recovery.  Lord  Oxford  is  in  council ; 
so  are  the  whigs.  We  expect  the  demise  to-night. 
There  is  a  prospect  that  the  elector  will  meet  with 
no  opposition;  the  French  having  no  fleet,  nor  being 
able  to  pot  one  out  soon.  Lady  Masham  did  receive 
me  kindly.  Poor  woman,  I  heartily  pity  her.  Now, 
is  not  the  dragon  bom  under  a  happy  planet,  to  be 
out  of  the  scrape?  Dr  Arbuthnot  thinks  you  should 
cpme  up.  You  will  not  wonder  if  all  my  country 
resolutions  are  in  suspense.  Pray  come  up,  to  see 
how  things  go. 


FROM  CHARLES  FORD,  ESa 

London,  July  31,  1714.    Three  in  the  Afternoon. 

I  DO  not  doubt  but  you  have  heard  the  queen  is 
dead,  and  perhaps  we  may  be  so  unfortunate  before 
this  comes  to  you ;  but  at  present  she  is  alive,  and 
much  better  than  could  have  been  expected.  I 
am  just  come  from  Kensington,  where  I  have  almost 
spent  these  two  whole  days.  I  am  in  great  haste : 
but,  till  dinner  comes  up,  I  will  write  to  you,  and 
give  you  as  full  an  account  as  I  can  of  her  illness. 

Her  disorder  began  between  eight  and  nine  yes* 
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terday  morning.  The  doctors  ordered  her  head  to 
be  shaved  ;  and  while  it  was  doing,  she  fell  into  a 
fit  of  conrulsion,  or  as  they  thought  an  apoplexy. 
This  lasted  near  two  hours,  and  she  was  speechless, 
and  shewed  little  sign  of  life  during  that  time ;  but 
came  to  herself  upon  being  blooded. 

As  soon  as  she  recovered,  my  Lord  Bolingbroke 
went  to  her,  and  told  her  the  privy-council  was  of 
opinioo,  it  would  be  for  the  public  service  to  have 
the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  made  lord-treasurer.  She 
immediately  consented,  and  gave  the  staff  into  the 
duke's  hands.  The  great  s^  was  put  to  the  patent 
by  four  o'clock.  She  continued  ill  the  whole  day. 
In  the  eviening  I  spoke  to  DrArbuthnot,  and  he 
toW  me  be  did  not  think  her  distemper  was  des- 
perate. Radclif&  was  sent  for  to  Carshalton  about 
noon,  by  order  of  council ;  but  said  he  had  taken 
physic^  and  could  not  come.  In  all  probability  he 
had  saved  her  life;  for  I  am  told  the  late  Lord 
Gower  had  been  often  in  the  same  condition  with 
the  gout  in  his  head ;  and  Radcliffe  kept  him  alive 
many  years  after.*     This  morning,  when  I  went 


*  In  the  account  that  is  giTen  of  Dr  Radcliffe,  in  the  Biogra* 
phia  Britannica,  it  is  said  that  tbe^aeen  was  '*'  strack  with  death 
the  28th  of  Joly :  that  Dr  Radcliffe's  name  was  not  once  men. 
tionedl,  either  hj  the  queen  or  any  lord  of  the  council ;  only 
that  Lady  Masham  sent  to  him  without  their  knowledge,  two 
hours  before  the  queen's  death.**  In  this  letter  flrom  Mr  Ford 
to  Dr  Swift,  which  is  dated  the  dlst  of  July,  it  is  s^d,  that  the 
queen^s  disorder  began  between  eight  and  nine  the  morninfr  be- 
fore, which  wasthe  30th^  and  that  about  noon,  the  same  dsy, 
Radclife  was  sent  for  by  an  order  of  council.  These  aoconnts 
bdng  contradictory,  the  reader  will  probably  want  some  assist* 
ance  to  determine  what  were  the  facts.  As  to  the  time  when 
the  queen  was  taken  iU,  Mr  Ford's  account  is  most  fikely  to  be 
trutp  u  he  was  upon  ^e  spot,  and  in  a  sitaation  wluob  insiired 
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there  before  nine,  they  told  me  she  was  just  expiring. 
That  account  continued  above  three  hours,  and  a  re» 
port  was  carried  to  town,  that  she  was  actually  dead. 
She  was  not  prayed  for,  even  at  her  own  chapel  at 


liim  the  best  intelligence.  As  to  the  time  when  the  doctor  was 
.sent  for,  the  account  in  the  Biographia  is  manifestly  false ;  for 
if  the  doctor  had  been  sent  for  only  two  hours  before  the  queen's 
death,  which  happened  incontestibly  on  the  first  of  August, 
Mr  Ford  could  not  have  mentioned  the  fact  on  the  31st  of  July, 
when  his  letter  was  dated.  Whether  Radciifie  was  sent  for  by 
Lady  Masham,  or  by  order  of  council,  is  therefore  the  only  point 
to  be  determined.  That  ho  was  generally  reported  to  hare  been 
sent  for  by  order  of  council,  is  certain ;  but  a  letter  is  printed  in 
the  Biographia,  said  to  haTC  been  written  by  the  doctor  to  one 
of  his  friends,  which,  supposing  it  to  be  genuine,  will  prove, 
that  the  doctor  maintained  the  contrary.  On  the  fifth  of  Au- 
gust, four  days  after  the  queen's  death,  a  member  of  the  house 
of  commons,  a  friend  of  the  doctor's,  who  was  also  a  member, 
and  one  who  always  voted  on  the  same  side,  moved,  that  he 
might  be  summoned  to  attend  in  his  place,  in  order  to  be  cen- 
sured for  not  attending  on  her  majesty.  Upon  this  occasion  the 
doctor  is  said  to  have  written  the  following  letter  to  another  of 
his  friends. 

"  Dear  Sir,  Carshaltbn^  Aug.  7,  17l4f. 

"  I  COULD  not  have  thought,  that  so  old  an  acquaintance, 
and  so  good  a  friend,  as  Sir  John  always  professed  himself,  would 
have  made  such  a  motion  against  me.  God  knows  my  will  to 
do  her  majesty  any  service  has  ever  got  the  stort  of  my  ability ; 
and  1  have  nothing  that  gives  me  greater  anxiety  and  trouble 
than  the  death  of  that  great  and  glorious  princess.  1  must  do 
that  justice  to  the  physicians  that  attended  her  in  her  illqess, 
fr.om  a  sight  of  the  method  that  was  taken  for  her  preservation 
by  Dr  Mead,  as  to  declare  nothing  was  omitted  for  her  preser- 
vation; but  the  people  about  her,  the  plagues  of  Egypt  fall  on 
them,  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  physic  to  be  of  any  benefit  to 
her.  1  know  the  nature  of  attending  crowned  heads  in  their 
last  moments  too  well  to  be  fond  of  waiting  upon  them,  without 
being  sent  for  by  a  proper  authority.  You  have  heard  of  pardons 
beiM  signed  for  physicians,  before  a  sovereign's  demise;  how- 
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St  James's;  and  what  is  more  infamous,  stocks 
arose  three  per  cent,  upon  it  in  the  city.  Before  I 
came  away,  she  had  recovered  a  warmth  in  her 


eter,  ill  as  I  was,  I  would  haTe  went  to  the  queen  in  a  horse« 
litter,  had  either  her  majesty,  or  those  in  commission  next  to  her^ 
commanded  roe  so  to  do.  Von  may  tell  Sir  John  as  much,  and 
assure  him  from  me,  that  his  zeal  for  her  majesty  will  not  excuse 
his  ili.usage  of  a  friend,  who  has  drank  many  a  hundred  bottles 
'With  him ;  and  cannot,  c? en  after  this  breach  of  a  good  under, 
standing  that  erer  was  preserred  between  us,  but  have  a  Terj 
good  esteem  for  him.  1  must  also  desire  you  to  thank  Tom 
Chapman  for  his  speech  in  my  behalf,  since  I  hear  it  is  the  first 
he  ^ver  made,  which  is  taken  more  kindly ;  and  to  acquaint  him, 
that  I  should  be  glad  to  see  him  at  Carshalton;  since  1  fear 
(for  so  the  gout  tells  me)  that  we  shall  never  more  sit  in  the 
house  of  commons  together.    I  am,  &c. 

"  John  Radcliffe." 

But  whatever  credit  may  now  be  paid  to  this  letter,  or  however 
it  may  now  be  thought  to  justify  the  doctor's  refusal  to  attend 
her  majesty,  he  became  at  that  time  so  much  the  object  of  popu. 
lar  resentment,  that  he  was  apprehensive  of  bein^  assassinated : 
as  appears  by  the  following  letter,  directed  to  Dr  Mead,  at  Child's 
cofieebouse  in  St  Paul's  Churchyard. 

^^  Dear  Siu,  Carshalton^  Aug.  3,  1714. 

^'  I  oiTE  you,  and  your  brother,  many  thanks  for  the  favour 
you  intend  me  to-morrow ;  and  if  there  is  any  other  friend,  that 
will  be  agreeable  to  you^  he  shall  meet  with  a  hearty  welcome  from 
me.  Dinner  shall  be.  on  the  table  by  two,  when  you  may  be  sure 
to  find  me  ready  to  wait  upon  you.  Nor  shall  I  be  at  any  other 
time  from  home,  because  1  have  received  several  letters,  which 
threaten  me  with  being  pulled  to  pieces,  if  ever  1  come  to  London. 
Alter  such  menaces  as  these,  it  is  easy  to  imagme,  that  the  con- 
versation of  two  such  very  good  friends  is  not  only  extremely 
desirable,  but  the  enjoyment  of  it  will  be  a  great  happiness  and 
statisfaction  to  him,  who  is,  &c.  ^^  John  Radcliffe." 

Radclifie  died  on  the  first  of  November  the  same  year,'  having 
survived  the  queen  just  three  months ;  and  it  is  saia,  that  the 
dread  be  had  of  the  populace,  and  the  want  of  company  in  the 
country  village,  which  he  did  not  dare  to  leave,  shortened  his 
life.  Me  was  just  64  years  old.  He  was  buried  in  St  Mary's 
church,  Oxford.*.U.  # 
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breast  and  one  of  her  arms,  and  all  the  doctors 
agreed  she  would  in  all  probability  hold  out  till 
to-morrow,  except  Mead,  who  pronounced  several 
hours  before,  she  could  not  live  two  minutes,  and 
seems  uneasy  it  did  not  happen  so.  I  did  not  care 
to  talk  much  to  Arbuthnot,  because  1  heard  him 
cautious  in  his  answers  to  other  people ;  but  by  his 
manner,  I  fancy  he  does  not  yet  absolutely  despair. 
The  council  sat  yesterday  all  day  and  night,  taking 
it  by  turns  to  go  out  and  refresh  themselves.  They 
have  now  adjourned,  upon  what  the  doctors  said, 
till  five.  Last  night  the  speaker  and  my  Lord  Chief- 
Justice  Parker  were  sent  for,  and  the  troops  from 
Flanders.  This  morning  the  Hanoverian  envoy 
was  ordered  to  attend  with  the  black  box,  *  and 
the  heralds  to  be  in  readiness  to  proclaim  the  new 
king.  Some  of  the  whigs  were  at  council  yesterday 
but  not  one  failed  to-day ;  and  most  of  the  members 
of  that  party,  in  each  house,  are  already  come  to 
town*  If  any  change  happens  before  the  post  goes 
out,  I  will  send  you  word  in  a  postscript ;  and  you 
may  conclude  her  alive,  if  you  hear  no  more  from  me, 
and  have  no  better  authority  than  post-letters  to  in- 
form you  of  the  contrary.  For  God's  sake  do  not 
tbipk  of  n^moVing  from  the  place  where  you  are,  till 
matters  are  a  little  settled.  Ireland  is  the  last  retreat 
you  ought  to  think  of;  but  you  can  never  be  better 
than  you  are  now,  till  we  see  how  things  go. 

I  had  yours  with  the  printed  pamphlet,  as  well 
as  the  other,  and  should  have  sent  it  away  to-morrow. 
Pray  let  me  hear  from  you,    **•**.  -j- 


*  Containing  the  instroment  nomination  the  persons,  in  nimi. 
ber  thirteen,  to  he  added  as  lords^josticet  to  the  seren  great  officers 
of  the  realm.— U. 

f  In  the  original  six  lines  are  here  erased*— N. 
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Have  you  had  all  mine  ?  I  have  failed  you  but 
one  post  (I  think  it  was  the  last)  for  a  fortnight  or 
more. 

Eleren  at  Nigkt. 

The  queen  is  something  better,  and  the  council 
again  ad|oumed  till  eight  in  the  morning. 


TO  MISS  VANHOMRIGH. 

Aug.  1,  1714. 

Who  told  you  I  was  going  to  Bath  ?  No  such 
thing.  I  had  fixed  to  set  out  to-morrow  for  Ireland, 
but  poor  Lord  Oxford  desires  I  will  go  with  him 
to  Herefordshire,  and  only  expect  his  answer 
whether  I  shall  go  there  before,  or  meet  him  here- 
abouts; or  to  Wimple  (his  son's  house),  and  so  go 
with  him  down :  and  I  expect  to  leave  this  in  two 
or  three  days  one  way  or  other.  I  will  stay  with 
him  until  the  parliament  meets  again,  if  he  desires 
it.  I  am  not  of  your  opinion  about  Lord  Boling- 
broke;  perhaps  he  may  get  the  staffs  but  I  cannot 
rely  on  his  love  to  me :  he  knew  I  had  a  mind  to 
be  historiographer,  though  I  valued  it  not,  but  for 
the  public  semce,  yet  it  is  gone  to  a  worthless 
rogue  that  nobody  knows.  I  am  writ  to  earnestly 
by  somebody  to  come  to  town,  and  join  with  those 
people  now  in  power,  but  I  will  not  do  it.  Say 
nothing  of  this,  but  guess  the  person.  ♦  I  told  Lord 
Oxford  I  would  go  with  him,  when  he  was  out: 
and  now  he  begs  it  of  me,  and  I  cannot  refuse  him. 


*  He  alludes  to  Lady  Masham's  letter  of  29th  July; 
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I  meddle  not  with  his  faults,  as  he  was  a  minister  of 
state ;  but  you  know  his  personal  kindness  to  me 
was  excessive :  he  distbguished  and  chose  me  above 
all  other  men,  while  he  was  great ;  and  his  letter  to 
me  the  other  day  was  the  most  moving  imaginable. 
When  I  am  fixed  anywhere,  perhaps  I  may  be  so 
gracious  to  let  you  know,  but  I  will  not  promise. 
Adieu. 


FROM  MR  JOHN  BIRCH. 

Wantage,  One  o^iock,  Aug.  1,  1714. 

Mr  Dean, 
At  twelve  o'clock  Lord  Bolingbroke's  man  rid 
through  Wantage,  to  call  Mr  Packer  to  London, 
the  queen  being  dead.  I  am  confounded  at  the 
melanchc^  news;  yet  could  not  forbear  sending  it 
to  you.     Your  truly  humMe  servant, 

Jo.  Birch.* 


•  Directed  <<  To  tbe  rererend  die  Doan  of  St  Futrick'i,  Lei- 
eoaibe;"  and  endorsed,  <<  Mr  Birch,  of  Wantage.  ReceiTed  half 
aUfcrar  one  on  Sunday  afternoon,  Aug.  1,  1714.  Queen's  death. 
She  died  at  seten  tint  morning."...H. 
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FROM  LORD  BOLINGBROKE. 

Aug.  3,  1714. 
Dear  Dean, 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  was  removed  on  Tuesday: 
the  queen  died  on  Sunday.  What  a  world  is  this ! 
and  how  does  Fortune  banter  us!  John  Barber  tells 
me,  you  have  set  your  face  toward  Ireland.  Pray 
do  not  go.  I  am  against  it.  But  this  is  nothing; 
John  is  against  it.  Ireland  will  be  the  scene  of 
some  disorder,  at  least  it  will  be  the  scene  of  mor- 
tification to  your  friends.  Here  every  thing  is 
quiet,  and  will  continue  so.  Beside  which,  as  pros- 
perity divided,  misfortune  may  perhaps  to  some 
degree  unite  us.  The  tories  seem  to  resolve  not 
to  be  crushed ;  and  that  is  enough  to  prevent  them 
from  being  so.  Pope  has  sent  me  a  letter  from 
Gay:  being  lesM^ned  in  geography,  he  took  Bin- 
field  *  to  be  the  ready  way  from  Hanover  to  White- 
hall. Adieu.  But  come  to  London,  if  you  stay  no 
longer  than  a  fortnight.  Ever  your's,  dear  Jonathan, 
most  sincerely. 

I  have  lost  all  by  the  death  of  the  queen,  but  my 
spirit;  and  I  protest  to  you,  I  feel  that  increase 
upon  me.  The  whigs  are  a  pack  of  Jacobites ; 
that  shall  be  the  cry  in  a  month,  if  you  please. 


*  A  Tillage  where  Mr  Pope^s  father  lired,  and  whence  sereral 
of  Mr  Pope's  letters  werq  written.  It  is  ii^  Windsor  forest^ 
and  lies  in  Berkshire.— H. 
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FROM  ERASMUS  LEWIS,  ESQ. 

Tuesday^  Aug.  3,  1714. 

I  AM  overwhelmed  with  business^  and  therefore 
have  only  time  to  tell  you  I  received  youj's  of 
August  the  first,  aud  think  you  should  come  to  town, 
to  see  how  the  world  goes:  for  all  old  schemes, 
designs,  projects^  journies,  &c.  are  broke  by  the 
great  event.  We  are  ill  prognosticators.  Every 
thing  goes  on  with  a  tranquillity  we  durst  not  hope 
for.  Earl  Berkeley  commands  the  fleet.  Lord 
Dorset'  compliments  the  king.  The  Duke  of 
Bolton,  Iord4ieutenant  of  Southampton.  Addison^ 
secretary  to  the  regents. 


FROM  MR  BARBER. 

Aug.  3,  1714. 

Honoured  Sir, 
You  may  easily  imagine  the  concern  we  were  all 
in  on  the  sudden  surprise  of  the  queen's  death.  I 
have  hardly  recovered  it  yet.  Lord  Bolingbroke 
told  me  last  Friday,  that  he  would  reconcile  you 
to  Lady  Somerset,  and  then  it  would  be  easy  to 
set  you  right  with  the  queen,  and  that  you  should 
be  made  easy  here,  and  not  go  over.  He  said 
twenty  things  in  your  favour,  and  commanded  me 
to  bring  you  up,  whatever  was  the  consequence* 
He  said  farther,  he  wouM  make  clear  work  with 
them.  But  all  vanished  in  a  minute ;  and  he  is  now 
threatened  and  abused  every  day  by  the  party,  who 
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publickly  rejoice,  and  swear  they  will  turn  out  every 
tory  in  England. 

Enclosed  you  have  a  letter  from  my  lord :  he 
desires  you  would  come  up,  and  be  any  where 
incognito.    Why  not  at  the  queen's  house  ? 

The  Earl  of  Berkeley  is  to  command  the  fleet  to 
fetch  over  die  king;  and  the  Duke  of  Argjdl  is  to 
go  to  Scotland.  I  send  you  the  list  of  the  twenty- 
five  kings.*  Poor  Lady  Masham  is  almost  dead 
with  grief  ♦  *  *  <i^  *  *. 

The  parliament  meets  to-morrow,  which  will 
hinder  me  from  coming  down  for  three  or  four 
days;  but  if  you  resolve  to  stay  in  the  country 
fiurther,  I  will  certainly  come  down,  for  I  must 
needs  see  you.  Pray  favour  me  wiUi  a  line.  I 
9m,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant.  Pray 
come  up. 

When  my  lord  gave  me  the  letter,  he  said,  *^  he 
hoped  you  would  come  up,  and  help  to  save  the 
constitution,  which,  with  a  little  good  manage- 
ment, might  be  kept  in  tory  hands.** 


FROM  CHARLES  FORD,  ESQ. 

London,  Aug.  5,  1714. 

I  HAVE  writ  to  Dawson  t  for  a  license  of  absence 
for  you;  but  you  know  you  must  take  the  oaths  in 


^  The  lords  of  the  regency. 

f  Joshua  Dawson,   Esq.  secretary  to  the  lords  jusiioes  of 
Ireland.    He  built  a  rery  fine  house  in  a  street  called  by  his 
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Ireland  within  three  months.  There  are  a  great 
many  here  in  the  same  circumstances :  and  in  all 
probability,  some  of  them  will  desire  an  act  of 
parliament  to  have  leave  to  do  it  here.  In  that 
case,  it  will  be  no  difficult  matter  to  have  you 
included.  Mr  Lewis  tells  me,  he  wrote  to  you 
to  come  up  to  town,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  you 
should  not.  All  matters  go  on  very  quiet,  and  we 
are  not  apprehensive  of  any  disturbances.  Stocks 
never  rose  so  much  in  so  few  days.  This  is  im- 
puted to  the  hatred  of  the  old  treasurer,  and  the 
popularity  of  the  new  one.  The  whigs  were  not 
in  council  when  he  was  recommended.  Lord  Bo- 
lingbroke  proposed  it  there,  as  well  as  to  the  queen ; 
and  I  hope  they  two  are  upon  very  good  terms, 
though  Mr  Lewis  seems  positive  ot  the  contrary. 
I  never  heard  of  any  pique  the  duke  had  to  him, 
but  that  he  was  to  be  chief  minister;  and  that 
being  at  an  end,  why  may  not  they  be  reconciled  ? 
The  dragon  was  thought  to  show  more  joy  upon 
proclaiming  the  king,  than  was  consistent  with  the 

obligations  he  had  received  from .     He  was 

hissed  all  the  way  by  the  mob,  and  some  of  them 
threw  halters  into  his  coach.  This  was  not  the 
effect  of  party ;  for  tlie  Duke  of  Ormond  was  huz- 
zaed throughout  the  whole  city,  and  was  followed 
by  a  vast  crowd  to  his  own  house,  though  he  used 
ail  possible  endeavours  to  prevent  it.  There  was 
an  attempt  to  affront  the  captain  in  the  cavalcade, 
but  it  did  not  succeed ;  and  though  a  few  hissedi, 
the  acclamations  immediately  drowned  the  noise. 
Not  a  single  man  shewed  the  least  respect  to  the 


•wn  Dame,  which  is  now  the  mansion-house  of  the  lord-major  of 
Dublin.— F. 
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colonel;  and  last  night  ray  Lord  Bingley*  wasr 
beaten  by  mistake,  coming  out  of  his  house,  I 
doubt  he  has  disobliged  both  sides  so  much,  that 
neither  will  ever  own  him ;  and  his  enemies  tell 
stories  of  him,  that  I  shall  not  believe  till  I  find  you 
allow  them. 

The  lords  justices  made  a  speech  to  the  parlia- 
ment to  day.  If  it  comes  out  time  enough,  I  will 
send  it  you;  but  I  hear  it  only  contains  their  pro- 
ceedings upon  the  queen's  death ;  that  they  have 
yet  received  no  directions  from  the  king,  and  to 
desire  the  commons  to  continue  the  funds,  which 
are  expired.  I  am  told  our  regents  are  already 
divided  into  four  parties.  The  greatest  use  they 
have  made  yet  of  their  power,  is  to  appoint  my 
Lord  Berkeley  to  command  the  fleet  which  is  to 
bring  over  the  king,  and  to  make  the  Duke  of 
Bolton  lord-lieutenant  of  Hampshire. 

I  send  you  a  Gazette, f  though  I. am  ashamed 
to  have  it  seen.  I  had  writ  a  great  deal  more  of 
the  queen's  illness,  an  account  of  her  birth,  &c.  but 
I  could  not  find  out  Mr  Lewis,  and  had  nobody  to 
consult  with,  and  therefore  chose  rather  ta  say  too 
little,  than  any  thing  I  doubted  might  be  improper. 
Yesterday  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  made  his  pub- 
lic entry  through  the  city :  first  came  about  two 
hundred  horsemen,  three  in  a  row,  then  a  company 
of  trainbands,  with  drums,  &c.  his  own  chariot 
with  himself  and  his  duchess.  Then  my  duchess 
followed  by  sixteen  coaches  with  six  horses,  and 
between  thirty  and  forty  with  two  horses.     There 


*  Who  had  been  appointeil  ambassadoj extraordinary  to  the 
court  of  Spain,  in  the  room  of  Lord  Lexington,  in  December 
1713 — H. 

i-  He  was  gazetteer.«-H. 
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was  no  great  mob  when  he  passed  through  the 
Pali-Mall,  but  there  was  in  the  city:  and  he  was 
hissed  by  more  than  huzzaed.  At  Templebar,  I 
am  assured,  the  noise  of  hissing  was  loudest,  though 
they  had  prepared  their  friends  to  receive  him, 
and  the  gathering  of  others  was  only  accidental. 
You  may  guess  how  great  a  favourite  he  is,  by 
some  old  stories  of  his  behaviour  at  the  camp,  when 

was  there,  and    afterward    at    Hanover; 

and  by  the  share  he  and  his  family  have  in  the 
regency.  But  to  be  sure,  thifi  discreet  action  will 
endear  him  more  than  any  subject  in  England. 
We  had  bonfires,  &c.  at  night.  From  the  list  of 
lords  justices  and  some  other  things,  we  imagine 
to  ourselves  there  will  not  be  many  changes ;  but 
the  vacancies  for  some  time  will  be  filled  up  with 
whigs. 

What  I  blotted  out  in  my  last,  was  something 
that  passed  between  the  captain  ^  and  Barber, 
relating  to  you.  After  I  had  writ,  they  told  me 
all  letters  would  be  opened,  which  made  me  Wot 
out  that  passage.  Barber  says,  he  gave  you  some 
account  of  it,  though  not  a  full  one.  I  really 
believe  Lord  Bolingbroke  was  very  sincere  in  the 
professions  he  made  to  you,  and  he  could  have 
done  any  things  No  minister  was  ever  in  that 
height  of  favour :  and  Lady  Masham  was  at  least 
in  as  much  credit,  as  she  had  been  in  anytime 
of  her  life.  But  these  are  melancholy  reflections. 
Pray  send  me  your  poem,  f    Hoc  erat,  &c,  or 


*  Xiord  Bolingbroke*.— N* 

f  Swift's  imitation  of  part  of  the  sixth  satire  of  the  second 
book,  of  Horace : 

I  often  wiahM  tbat  I  had  dear, 

For  life,  six  hundred  pounds  a-year,  &c 

VOL.  XVI.  O 
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Vnng  it  up  ypurjs^lf.  P^ber  ^c^d  «je  1?€  b*4 
be^  ^ev^ral  hours  yrill^  thio  captain,  i^pon  a  thing 
^at  i^h^jilji  hay^  come  Q^itt  hu^t  wa^  ^ow  f^t  an 
^4-*  He  did  not  tell  whs^t  H  was;  and  I  \voi|ld 
not  asjjc  ms^iy  qu^?^9^s>  fi>r  f^^r  of  giyi^g  hiro 
s^ipipp. 


?F9T= 


FRQM  ERASl^yS  LWIS,  ESa 

Whitehall,  August  7,  1714» 

Sir,     ' 

It  is  true  you  have  nothing  to  do  here ;  but  what 
have  you  to  do  any  where  else  til!  you  go  to 
Ireland,  where  you  must  indeed  he  before  three 
months  end,  in  order  to  qualify  yourself?  The  law 
reqjuires  it,  as  much  as  if  your  deanery  was  but  now 
conferred  upon  you. 

Arbuthnot  is  removed  to  Chelseai  and  wiH  settle 
there.  The  town  fills  every  moment.  We  are  as 
full  in  the  house  of  commons  as  at  any  time.  We 
are  gaping  and  staring  to  see  who  is  to  rule  us. 
The  whigs  think  they  shall  engross  all.  We  think 
we  shall  have  our  share.  In  the  mean  time  we 
have  no  division  at  council,  or  in  parliament.  I 
sent  twice  to  Kensington  to  inquire  after  Lady 
Masham's  health.  Next  week  I  will  go  to  see  her, 
and  will  keep  up  my  acquaintance,  in  all  events^  if 
she  thinks  fit.  I  doubt  she  and  her  sister  are  nqt 
perfectly  easy  in  their  aflfairs ;  but  you  forgot  one 
who  is  worse  than  either,  that  is  Mrs  Hill,  who 
has  not  a  sous.  I  will  stay  here  till  our  commission 
is  either  renewed  to  us,  or  given  to  another.  I  am 
yours^  &c. 
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TO  LADY  MASHAM. 

August  ly  1714. 
Madam, 
I  HAD  the  honour  of  a  letter  from  your  ladyship 
a  week  ago^  and  the  day  after,  came  the  unfortu- 
nate news  of  the  queen's  death,  which  made  it  alto- 
gether unseasohable,  as  perhaps  it  may  be  still,  to 
giv-e  your  ladyship  this  kind  of  trouble.  Although 
my  concern  be  as  great  as  that  of  any  other  good 
subject,  for  the  loss  of  so  excellent  a  princess,  yet 
I  can  assure  you,  madam,  it  is  little  to  what  I  suffer 
upon  your  ladyship's  particular  account.  As  you 
e^cel  in  the  several  duties  of  a  tender  mother,  a 
true  friend,  and  a  loving  wife,  so  you  have  been  the 
best  and  most  faithful  servant  to  your  mistress,  that 
ever  any  sovereign  had.  And  dthough  you  have 
not  been  rewarded  suitably  to  your  merits,  I  doubt 
not  but  God  will  make  it  up  to  you  in  another  life, 
and  to  your  children  and  posterity  in  this.     I  cannot 

So  about  to  comfort  your  ladyship  in  your  great  af- 
iction,  .otherwise  than  by  begging  you  to  make  use 
of  your  own  piety,  and  your  own  wisdom,  of  both 
which  you  have  so  great  a  share.  You  are  no  longer 
a  servant ;  but  you  are  still  a  wife,  a  mother,  and  a 
friend ;  and  you  are  bound  in  conscience  to  take 
care  of  your  health,  in  order  to  acquit  yourself  of 
these  duties,  ^  well  as  you  did  of  the  other,  which 
is  now  at  an  end. 

I  pray  God  to  support  your  ladyship,  under 
so  great  a  share  of  load,  in  this  general  calamity; 
and  remain,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  truth, 
madam,  your  ladyship's  most  obedient,  and  most 
obliged  servant, 

JoN.  Swift. 
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I  most  heartily  thank  your  ladyship  for  the  favour- 
able expressions  and  intentions  in  your  letter, 
written  at  a  tim6  when  you  were  iat  the  height  of 
faypur  and  power. 


TO  LORD  BOLINGBROKE. 

August?)  1714* 
My  Lord, 
I  HAD  yours  of  the  third;  and  our  country 
post  is  so  ordered,  that  I  could  acknowledge  it 
no  sooner^  It  is  true,  my  lord,  the  events  of  five 
days  last  week  might  furnish  morals  for  aiK>ther 
volume  of  Seneca.  As  to  my  Lord  Oxford,  I  told 
him  freely  my  opinion  before  I  left  the  town,  that 
he  ought  to  resign  at  the  end  of  the  session.  I  said 
the  same  th jng  often  to  your  lordship  and  my  Lady 
Masharo,  although  you.seemod  to  think  otherwise, 
for  some  reasons ;  and  said  so  to  him  one  afternoon^ 
when  I  met  you  there  with  my  lordrchancellor. 
But,  I  remember,  one  of  the  last  nights  I  saw  him' 
(it  was  at  Lady  Masham's  lodgings)  I  said  to  him, 
^^  That,  upon  the  foot  your  lordship  and  h^  then 
were,  it  was  impossible  you  could  serve  together 
two  months  :'*  and,  I  think,  I  was  just  a  week  out 
in  my  calculation.  I  am  only  sorry,  that  it  was  not 
$1  resignation,  rather  th^n  a  removal :  because  the 
personal  kindness  and  distinction  I  always  received 
from  his  lordship  P-nd  ypu,  g^ve  me  such  Of  love  for 
yen  both  (if  you  great  men  will  allow  that  expr^- 
sion  in  a  little  one)  that  I  resolved  to  preserve  it 
(Bntire,  however  you  differed  between  yourselves  ^ 
and  in  this  1  did,  for  some  time,  follow  your  coii|- 
)iiand$  ^nd  example.    I  impute  it  more  to  the  c$ui<» 
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ckmr  of  each  of  you^  than  to*  my  own  conduct,  that 
having  been,  for  two  years,  almost  the  only  man 
who  went  between  you,  I  never  observed  the  least 
alteration  in  either  of  your  countenances  towards 
me.  I  will  swear  for  no  man*s  sincerity,  much  less 
for  that  of  a  minister  of  state :  but  thus  much  I  have 
said,  wherever  it  was  proper,  that  your  lordship^s 
proposals  were  always  the  fairest  in  the  world,  and 
I  faithfully  delivered  them  as  t  was  empowered: 
and  although  I  am  no  very  skilful  man  at  intrigue, 
yet  I  durst  forfeit  my  head,  that  if  the  case  were 
mine,  I  could  either  have  agreed  with  you,  or  put 
you  dans  voire  tort.  When  I  saw  all  reconcilia^ 
tion  impracticable,  I  thought  fit  to  retire  >  and  was 
resolved,  for  some  reasons  (not  to  be  mentioned  at 
this  distance)  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  whomever 
was  to  be  last  in.  For  either  I  should  not  be  needed, 
or  not  be  made  use  of.  And  let  the  case  be  what 
it  would,  I  had  rather  be  out  of  the  way.  All  t 
pretended  was,  to  speak  my  thoughts  freely,  to 
represent  persons  and  things  without  any  mingle 
of  my  interest  or  passions,  and  sometimes  to  make 
use  of  an  evil  instrument,  which  was  likely  to  cost 
me  dear,  even  from  those  for  whose  service  it  was 
employed.  I  did  believe  there  would  be  no  farther 
occasion  for  me,  upon  any  of  those  accounts.  Be- 
sides, 1  had  so  ill  an  opinion  of  the  queen's  health, 
that  I  was  conifident  you  had  not  a  quarter  of  time 
left  for  the  work  you  had  to  do  >  having  let  slip  the 
opportunity  of  cultivating  those  dispositions  she  had 
got  after  her  sickness  at  Windsor.  I  never  left 
pressing  my  Lord  Oxford  with  the  utmost  earnest- 
ness (and  perhaps  more  than  became  me)  that  we 
might  be  put  in  such  a  condition,  as  not  to  lie  at 
mercy  on  this  great  event :  and  1  am  your  lord-^ 
ship's  witness,  that  you  have  notliing  to  answer  for 
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hi  that  matter.     I  Will,  for  once^  talk  in  itty  trade, 
tod  tell  you,  that  I  never  saw  any  thin^  more  re-» 
sembte  our  proceedings,  than  a  man  of  ftwirsoore, 
or  in  a  deep  consumption  going  on  in  his  sins; 
although  [his  physiciah  assured  him  he  could  not 
live  a  week.   Those  wonderful  refinements,  of  ieq^ 
ing  men  in  expectation,  and  not  letting  yotrr  friends 
be  too  strong,  might  be  proper  in  their  season— &rf 
nunc  noft  etat  fds  locus.     Besides,  you  keep  your 
bread  and  butter  tin  it  was  tod  stale  for  arty  body  to 
Care  for  it.    Thus  your  machine  of  four  years  mo- 
delling is  dashed  to  pieces  in  a  moment:  and,  as 
well  by  the  choice  of  the  regents  as  by  their  proceed- 
ings, I  do  not  find  there  is-  any  intention  of  manag- 
ing you  in  the  least.    The  whole  nineteen  oonsi^ 
either  of  the  highest  party-men,  or  (which  mightily 
mends  the  matter)  of  such  who  left  us  upon  the 
subject  of  the  peace,  and  affected  jealousies  about 
the  succession.     It  might  reasonably  be  expected, 
that  this  qui^t  possession  might  convince  the  suc- 
cessor of  the  good  dispositions  of  the  church  party 
toward  him ;  and  I  ever  thought  there  was  a  mighty 
fiiihire  somewhere  or  othfer,  that  this  could  not  have 
been  done  in  the  queen's  life.     But  this  is  too  much 
for  what  is  past;  and  yet,  whoever  observed  and 
disliked  the  causes,  hais  some  title  to  quarrel  with 
the  effects.     As  to  what  is  to  come,  your  lordship 
is  in  the  prime  of  your  years,  plein  des  esprits  qui 
fournissent  les  esperances ;  and  you  are  now  again 
to  act  that  part  (though  in  anothier  assembly)  which 
you  fprmerly  (fischarged  so  much  to  your  oWn  ho- 
nour and  the  advantage  of  your  cause.    You  set  out 
with  the  wind  anfl  tide  against  you;  yet,  at  iMt, 
arrived  at  your  port,  from  whence  you  are  iw>w 
driven  back  into  open  sea  again.      But,    not  to 
involve  myself  in  an  allegory,  I  doubt  whether. 
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after  this  disappoinimfem,  you  cdn  go  oh  #i1ih  tttfei 
iamei  rigour  you  did  in  yoiir  moth  early  /6uth. 
Experi^ifice,  ^hich  has  ddded  to  your  wi^doti^;  hlai 
leggJened  your  res^lutttm.  You  ar^  lib^  i  geAlerJlI, 
whw,  ifter  many  rictorle^,  har^  l6st  a  bjttue,  and 
have  Hot  the  same  coiifidenc6  iA  yoursftlf,  ot*  jrouf 
troot>s.  Your  feiloW-ldbourers  Have  ^ithf*r  maide 
their  fortunes,  or  ar*  pa^  them,  or  tviU  go  oVfeff 

to  Si^ek  them  on  the  other  ^ide.- ^Yet,  aft^t  alL 

and  to  re^me  a  little  courage ;  to  b^  at  the  heaa 
of  the  church  intei^^  i*  no  nlean  itatioh  ;  and  that, 
as  I  take  it,  is  now  in  your  lordship's  powi6t.  m 
order  to  Which,  I  could  hedrtily  Wish  for  that  union 
you  mention;  *  because,  I  need  not  tell  you,  that 
some  are  more  dexterous  at  pulling  down  their 
enemies  than,  &c.  We  have  eertainly  more  heads 
and  hands  than  our  adverseries;  but,  it  must  be 
confessed,  they  have  stronger  shoulders  and  better 
hearts.  1  only  doubt  my  iriends,  the  rabble,  are 
at  least  grown  trimmers ;  and  that,  setting  up  the 
cry  of  *^  tftide  and  wool,"  against  "  Sadievereil  and 
the  church,"  has  cooled  their  zeal.  1  take  it  for 
gratited,  there  will  ht  a  nei*  parlianieht  d^airist 
winter ;  and  if  they  will  retaiil  me  on  the  dther  sid6 
as  their  counsellor,  I  Will  ettgage  them  a  ipajoHty. 
But  since  it  is  possible  I  may  not  be  so  far  iii  their 
^ood  graces,  if  your  lordship  thinks  my  service  tnay 
Be  of  any  use  in  this  new  world,  I  Will  h6  ready  t6 
attettd  you  by  the  begiilning  of  Winter.  For  th6 
ihaisfortune  is,  that  I  must  go  to  Ireland  to  take  the 
Oaths :  which  I  nfeter  reflected  oh  till  1  had  liotice 


*  "iiAs  s^ema  to  pdnt  at  a  reconciliation  between  6xford  aind 
BoMngbroke.  Buitlie  titte  was  pSBSed  ift  which  uilioti  ihigfat 
haye  atreagtben^  thenii  aft  is  well  pointed  out  by  Le#is  ih  tie 
next  letter  save  one. 
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from  some  friends  in  London :  and  the  sooner  I  go 
the  better^  to  prevent  accidents;  for  I  would  not 
willingly  want  a  favour  at  present.  I  think  to  s^ 
out  in  a  few  days,  but  not  before  your  lordship's 
commands  and  instructions  may  reach  me«  I  can- 
not conclude  without  offering  my  humblest  thanks 
and  acknowledgments,  for  your  lordship's  kind 
intentions  toward  me  (if  this  accident  had  not  hap* 
pened)  of  which  I  received  some  genersd  hints.— 
I  pray  God  direct  your  lordship  :  and  "^I  desire  you 
will  believe  me  to  be  what  I  am,  with  the  utmost 
truth  and  respect. 

Your  lordship's  most  obedient,  &c. 

JoN.  Swift. 


TO  ARCHDEACON  WALLS 

Letcombe,  Aug.  8j  1714. 

If  I  had  but  fixed  a  week  sooner  for  my  journey 
to  Ireland,  I  should  have  avoided  twenty  inconveni- 
encies  that  have  since  happened  to  me,  and  befen 
with  you  the  time  I  am  now  writing.  Upon  the 
Earl  of  Oxford's  removal,  he  desired  I  would  go 
with  him  into  Herefordshire,  which  I  consented  to, 
and  wrote  you  word  of  it  desiring  you  would  renew 
my  license  of  absence  at  the  end  of  this  month,  for 
I  think  it  then  expires.  Two  days  after,  I  had 
earnest  invitation  from  those  in  power,  to  go  up  to 
town  and  assist  them  in  their  new  ministry;  which 
I  resolved  to  excuse ;  but,  before  I  could  write,  news 
came  of  the  queen's  death,  and  all  our  schemes  broke 
to  shatters.  I  am  told  1  must  take  the  oaths  in 
Ireland  in  three  months ;  and  I  think  it  is  better 
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travelling  now  than  later ;  and  although  I  am  ear- 
ne^ly  pressed  by  our  broken  leaders  to  come  up  to 
town,  I  shall  not  do  it;  but  hope  to  set  out  on  the 
sixteenth  instant  toward  Ireland,  and  if  it  please 
God,  be  with  you  in  nine  or  ten  days  after  this 
comes  to  your  hands.  However,  let  my  license  be 
renewed  before  it  expires.  I  think  I  answered 
yours  in  my  last.  I  leave  all  things  entirely  to 
you  and  Mr  Forbes.  My  service  to  gossip  Doll, 
goody  Stoyte  and  Martha,  and  Mr  Manley  and 
lady;  Mr  Manley  is,  I  believe,  now  secure  in  his 
post ;  and  it  will  be  my  turn  to  solicit  favours  from 
him.  I  have  taken  up  Mr  Fetherstan's  money,  to 
pay  some  debts  in  London.  I  desire  you  will  pay 
him  fifty  pounds,  with  the  usual  exchange,  at  twenty 
days  sight ;  or  later,  if  it  be  inconvenient. 


FROM  ERASMUS  LEWIS,  ESa 

Whitehall,  Aug/ 10,  1714. 

I  NEVEii  differed  from  you  in  opinion  in  any 
point  so  much,  as  in  your  proposal  to  accommodate 
matters  between  the  dragon  and  his  quondam  friends. 
I  will  venture  to  go  so  far  with  you,  as  to  say  he 
contributed  to  his  own  disgrace,  by  his  petitesses, 
more  than  they  did,  or  ever  had  it  in  their  power 
to  do-  But  since  they  would  admit  of  no  terms  bi 
accommodation,  when  he  offered  to  serve  them  in 
their  own  way,  I  had  rather  see  his  dead  carcase, 
than  that  he  should  now  tamely  submit  to  those, 
who  have  loaded  him  with  all  the  obloquy  malice 
could  suggest,  and  tongues  utter.     Have  i?ot  Char- 
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tres,  *  Brinsden,  f  and  all  the  runners,  been  em- 
J)k)yed  to  call  him  dog,  villain,  sot,  and  worthless? 
And  shall  he,  after  this,  join  them?  To  what  end? 

I  have  great  tenderness  for  Lady ,  %  and  think 

her  best  way  is  to  retire,  and  enjoy  the  comforts  of 
a  domestic  life.  But  sure  the  earth  has  not  pro- 
duced such  monsters  as  Mercurialis,  §  and  his  com- 
panion, H  and  the  prelate.  ^  The  last  openly 
avows  he  never  had  obligation  to  the  dragon,  and 
loads  him  with  ten  thousand  crimes;  though  his 
greatest,  in  reality,  was  preferring  him.  But  to 
iome  out  of  this  rant;  What  should  thev  be  friends 
for  ?  Cui  bono  ?  Are  we  in  a  dream  ?  Is  th^  queen 
alive  again?  Can  the  lady**  hereafter  make  any 
figure,  but  2l  persona  muta  in  a  drama  ?  If  the  dragon 
declares  against  the  man  of  mercury,  he  may  strike 
in  with  the  tertium  quid,  that  will  probably  arise; 
but  with  him  he  can  never  be  otherwise  than  spum- 
ed and  hated.  The  natural  result  of  this  is,  that  how- » 
ever  I  may,  for  my  private  satisfaction,  desire  to  see 
you  here,  I  cannot  but  think  you  should  go  to  Ire- 
land to  qualify  yourself,  and  then  return  hither, 
when  the  chaos  will  be  jumbled  into  some  kind  of 
order.  If  the  king  keeps  some  tories  in  employ- 
ment, the  notion  of  whig  and  tory  will  be  lost ;  but 


*  The  famous  Colonel  Chartres*— H. 

+  He  is  said,  ^y  Mr  Boyer,  in  Political  State,  Vol.  III.  for 
Jan.  1711-12,  p.  5%  to  haye  been  an  oculist,  and  a  priTate  agent 
of  Lord  Bolingbroke ;  9,nd  to  have  been  employed  by  the  gOTern- 
ment,  in  Jan.  1711-12,  to  attend  on  Prince  Eugene,  when  hid 
h%hness  arrived  in  England,  in  the  b^inning  of  that  montli.— -B* 

j:  Masham. — H. 

^  Lord  Bolingbroke....H. 

4  Probably  the  Lord  Chancellor  Har court. —B> 
The  Bishop  of  Rochester.— H. 
**  Lady  Masham— -H. 
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that  of  court  and  country  will  aris^.  •  The  regefiicy 
has  declared  in  favour  of  the  whigs  in  Ireland.  I 
believe  Mr  Thomas  will  stand  his  ground.  We 
shall  be  dissolved  as  soon  as  we  have  settled  the  civi^ 
list.  We  have  no  appearance  that  any  atten^pt  will 
be  formed  by  the  pretender. 


FROM  LORD  BOLINGBROKE. 

Aug.  11,  1714. 

I  SWEAR  I  did  not  imagine,  that  you  could  have 
held  out  through  two  pages,  even  of  small  paper,  in 
so  grave  a  style.  Your  state  of  late  passages  is  right 
enough.  I  reflect  upon  them  with  indignation,  and 
shall  never  forgive  myself  for  having  trusted  so  long 
to  so  much  real  pride,  and  awkward  humility  ;  to  an 
air  of  such  familiar  friendship,  and  a  heart  so  void  of 
all  tenderness ;  to  such  a  temper  of  engrossing  busi- 
ness and  power,  and  so  perfect  an  incapacity  to  mar 
nage  one,  with  such  a  tyrannical  disposition  to  abuse 
the  other,  &c.  t 

But  enough  of  this,  I  cannot  load  him  as  a  knave, 
without  fixing  fool  on  myself. 

For  you  I  have  a  most  sincere  and  warm  affection, 
and  in  every  part  of  my  life  will  shew  it.  Go  into 
Ireland,  since  it  must  be  so,  to  swear,  J  and  come 


*  This  is  a  remarkable  prediction,  which  we  have  seen  ful- 
filled  H. 

+  He  means  Lord  Oxford.— H.     . 

%  That  is,  to  take  the  oaths  to  the  government  on]  King 
George^s  accession  to  the  throne*    See  p.  216.*^B. 
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back  into  Britain  to  bless :  to  bless  me,  and  those 
few  friends  who  will  enjoy  you. 
»  Johannes  Tomor"^  brings  you  this.  From  him 
you  will  hear  what  is  doing.  Adieu,  love  me,  and 
love  rae  the  better^  because  after  a  greater  blow  than 
most  men  ever  felt,  I  keep  up  my  spirit;  am  neitheir 
dejected  at  what  has  passed,  nor  apprehensive  at 
what  is  to  come.    Med  virfute  me  involve. 


FROM  CHARLES  FORD,  ESa. 

Loudon,  Aug.  12,  1714. 

Our  justices  sit  several  hours  every  day,  without 
affording  us  the  least  news.  I  do  not  hear  any  thing 
they  have  done  worth  mentioning,  except  some  orders 
they  have  given  about  the  dispute  in  the  city  of 
Dublin.  You  may  be  sure  they  are  not  such  as  will 
please  our  friends ;  but  I  think  you  and  I  agreed  in 
condemning  those  proceedings  in  our  own  people. 
My  Lord  Derby  is  made  lord-lieutenant  of  Lanca^ 
shire.  That  and  Hampshire  are  the  only  vacant 
employments  they  have  filled  up;  I  suppose,  under 
pretence  of  their  being  maritime  counties.  If  the 
whigs  had  directed  tlie  list  of  regents,  Marlborough, 
Sunderland,  and  Wharton  had  not  been  left  out.  There 
are  five  tories  too,  that  would  not  have  been  in. 
Though  they  were  a  little  whimsical  for  three  or  four 
days  about  the  succession,  they  seemed  to  recant, 
and  own  themselves  in  an  error  by  the  later,  votes. 


♦  Joho  Barber.-^H. 
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Every  one  of  them  approved  the  peace,  and  were  for 
the  address  at  the  end  of  the  last  i^ession,  that  it  was 
safe,  honourafole,  and  advantageous.  Considering 
what  ministers  were  employed  here  by  the  court  of 
Hanover,  and  that  the  king  himself  had  little  infor- 
mation but  what  he  received  from  them,  I  think  his 
list  shews  no  ill  disposition  to  the  tories :  and  they 
say  he  is  not  apt  to  be  hasty  in  removing  the  per- 
sons he  finds  in  employment.  The  bill  is  brought 
in  for  granting  him  the  old  duties  for  the  civil  list. 
One  A^^kes,  *  of  Northampton,  moved  to  tack  the 
place  bill  to  it ;  but  nobody  seconded  him,  and  he 
was  extremely  laughed  at.  He  happens  unluckily 
to  be  a  tory. 

Did  you  receive  your  papers  last  post?  The  first 
copy  t  is  not  yet  left  at  St  Dunstan's.  {  Should  I 
send  to  Barber  for  it  in  Bolingbroke's  name?  I  have 
writ  to  him  to  bring  in  his  bil],  and  as  soon  as  he 
comes  I  will  pay  him.  I  suppose  I  shall  see  him  to-- 
morrow. I  wish  you  a  good  journey  to  Ireland.  But 
if  I  hear  Saturday*s  post  comes  into  Wantage  on 
Sunday,  I  may  trouble  you  again.  Pray  let  me 
know  when  you  land  in  Ireland,  that  I  may  write 
to  you,  if  any  thing  happens  worth  while.  I  shall 
be  very  impatient  for  what  you  promise  me  from 
thence.  I  should  be  very  glad  to  hear  from  you 
while  you  are  on  the  road. 

Lord  Anglesey  came  to  town  last  Tuesday.  They 
are  all  here  now,  except  Pembroke  and  Strafford. 


♦  William  Wykes,  M.  P.  for  Northampton  in  two  parlia* 
jaoiiB^  1713  and  1714 — N. 

+  The  first  draught  of  tiie  "  Frc«  Thoughts," 
t  7bc  coffeehouse  90  called. 
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ChaHes  Eversfic^d^  k  xoBking  his  court  to  t^ 
Dukes  of  Somerset  swad  Acrgyll:  he  declarer  he  will 
keep  his  place^  if  %e  can,  and  that  he  will  QOt  stir 
for  Campion's  election  iu  the  coa^ty  of  Sussex. 
Canipion^^nd  he  have  had  some  high  words  ugon  thajt 
account.  I/>rd  OrfoBd  tcdd  the  c<Hnmissioners  of 
the  admiralty,  they  were  ignorant^  negligent  of  their 
diHy,  and  wanted  ze«il  for  th^  kipg'^  service. 


FROM  DR  ARBUTHNOT. 

Aug.  H,  1714^ 
My  Dear  Friend, 
I  THANK  you  for  your  kind  letter,  which  is  y^«y 
comfortable  upon  such  a  melancholy  occasion.  My 
dear  lAistress's  days  were  numbered  even  in  my  im^ 
agination,  and  could  not  exceed  such  Certain  liinits  ; 
but  of  that  small  number  a  great  deal  was  cut  off  by 
the  last  troublesome  scene  of  this  contention  amoiig 
her  servants.  I  beKeve  sleep  was  never  mojre  wel- 
come to  a  weary  traveller,  than  death  was  to  her; 
only  it  surprised  her  too  suddenly  before  she  had 
signed  her  will;  which,  no  doubt,  her  being  involved 
in  so  much  business  hindered  her  from  finishing.  It 
was  unfortunate,  that  she  had  been  persuaded,  as  i^ 
supposed  by  Lowndes,  that  it  was  necessary  to  have 
it  under  the  great  seaL  I  haye  figured  to  myself 
all  this  melancholy  scene ;  and  even,  if  it  be  pos- 
sible, worse  thaji  it  has  happened  twenty  tinies ;  so 

*  Member  for  Horsham. 
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that  T  was  prepared  for  it    My  case  is  not  half  so 
deplorable  as  poor  Lady  Masham's,  and  several  of 
the  queen's  servants ;  some  of  whom  have  no  chance 
for  their  bread  bnt  the  generosity  of  his  present  ma- 
jesty, which  several  people,  that  know  him,  very 
much  commend.    So  far  is  plain  from  what  is  hap- 
pened in  public  aifairs,  that  what  one  party  affirmed 
of  the  settlement  has  proved  true,  and  that  it  was 
firm :  that  it  was  in  some  measure  an  advantage  to 
the  successor  not  to  have  been  here,  and  so  obliged 
to  declare  himself  in  several  things,  in  which  he  is 
now  at  liberty.     And  indeed  never  any  prince  in 
this  respect  came  to  the  crown  with  greater  advan- 
tage.    I  can  assure  you,  the  peaceable  scene  that 
now  appears,  is  a  disappointment  to  more  than  one 
set  of  people* 

I  have  an  opportunity  calmly  and  philosophic^dly 
lo  consider  that  treasure  of  vileness  and  baseness, 
that  I  always  believed  to  be  in  the  heart  of  man ; 
and  to  behold  them  exert  their  insolence  and  base- 
ness: every  new  instance,  instead  of  surprising  and 
grieving  me,  as  it  does  some  of  my  friends,  really 
diverts  me,  and  in  a  manner  improves  my  theory ; 
though  I  think  I  have  not  met  with  it  in  my  own 
ease,  except  from  one  man,  and  he  was  very  far 
mistaken,  for  to  him  I  would  not  abate  one  grain  of 
my  proud  spirit.     Dear  friend,  the  last  sentence  of 
yonr  letter  quite  kills  me.     Never  repeat  that  me-^ 
lancholy  tender  word,  that  you  will  endeavour  to  for- 
get me.     I  am  sure  I  never  can  forget  you,  till  I 
""tajie^  with  (what  is  impossible)  another,  whose  con- 
tersation  I  can  delight  so  much  in  as  Dr  Swift^s; 
and  yet  that  is  the  smallest  thing  I  ought  to  value 
you  for.    That  hearty  sincere  friendship,  that  plain 
and  open  ingenuity  in  all  your  commerce,  is  what 
I  am  sure  1  never  can  find  in  another.  Alas !  I  shall 
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want  often  a  faithful  monit6r,  one  that  would  vindi- 
cate me  behind  my  back,  and  tell  me  my  faults  to 
my  face.  God  knows  I  write  this  with  tears  in  my 
eyes.  Yet  do  not  be  obstinate,  but  come  up  for  a 
little  time  to  London ;  and  if  you  must  needs  go, 
we  may  concert  a  manner  of  correspondence  wher- 
ever we  are.  I  have  a  letter  from  Gay  just  before 
the  queen's  death.  Is  he  not  a  true  poet,  who  had 
not  one  of  his  own  books  to  give  to  the  princess,  that 
asked  for  one  ? 


TO  MISS  VANHOMRIGH. 

Aug.  12,  1714. 

I  HAD  your  letter  last  post,  and  before  you  can 
send  me  another,  I  shall  set  out  for  Ireland.  I  must 
go  and  take  the  oaths  v  and  the  sooner  the  better. 
If  you  are  in  Ireland  when  I  am  there,  I  shall  see 
you  very  seldom^  It  is  not  a  place  for  any  freedom; 
but  it  is  where  every  thing  is  known  in  a  week^  and 
magnified  a  hundred  degrees.  These  are  rigorous 
^laws  that  must  be  passed  through :  but  it  is  probable 
we  may  meet  in  London  in  winter;  or  if  not,  leave  all 
to  fate,  that  seldom  comes  to  humour  our  inclinations. 
I  say  all  this  out  of  the  perfect  esteem  and  friend- 
ship I  have  for  you.  These  public  misfortunes  have 
altered  all  my  measures,  and  broke  my  spirits.  God 
Almighty  bless  you.  I  shall,  I  hope,  be  on  horse- 
back in  a  day  after  this  comes  to  your  hand.  I 
would  not  answer  your  questions  for-  a  nuUion; 
nor  can  I  think  of  them  with  any  ease  pf  mind. 
\  Adieu. 
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FROM  CHARLES  FORD,  ESQ. 

Aug.  14,  1714. « 

^  I.  HOPE  you  did  not  pay  the  two  shillings  fw  post- 
age. If  you  did,  pray  send  me  the  oorer,  that  I  may 
inquire  into  the  meaning  of  it. 

1  suppose  you  expect  news  upon  Craggs's  return 
from  Hanover ;  but  I  do  not  hear  a  word  more  than 
what  y6u  have  in  the  lords  justices  speech.  Yester- 
day morning  after  he  came,  the  whigs  looked  de- 
jected, and  our  friends  very  much  pleased ;  though 
I  do  not  know  any  reason  for  either,  unless  it  was 
expected  by  both  sides,  that  he  would  have  brought 
orders  for  sdterations.  It  seems  the  dragon's  enter- 
tainment was  on  a  family  account,  upon  the  agree- 
n^nt  between  Lord  Harley  and  Lord  Pelham ;  and 
only  those,  who  were  concerned  in  their  affairs,  were 
invited.  But  slighter  grounds  would  have  served  to 
raise  a  stojy  at  this  time;  and  it  was  sufficient,  that 
my  Lord  i  ownshend  and  Lord  Cowper  dined  at  his 
house.  However,  we  look  upon  him  as  lost  to  our 
side;  and  he  has  certainly  made  advances  of  civility 
to  the  whigs,  which  they  have  returned  with  the  ut- 
most contempt.  I  am  told  Dismal  f  begins  to  de- 
clare for  his  old  friends,  and  protests  he  was  really 
afraid  for  the  protestant  succession,  which  made  him 
act  in  the  manner  he  did.    The  foreign  peers  are 


"  *  On  the  back  of  this  letter  is  the  following  note  of  the  Dean : 
^'  Memoraadom,  I  left  I^tcombe  Aug.  16, 1714|  in  order  to 
Ireland."— H. 

t  The  Earl  of  Nottingham.— H. 

VOL.  XVI.  F 
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certainly  deprived  of  their  right  of  voting  by  the  ex- 
press words  of  the  act  of  succession ;  and  it  appear 
it  was  the  inieqtion  of  the  JegiriMture  H^^^X  time, 
for  Prince  George  of  Denmark  was  excepted  by 
name;  but  it  is  thought  the  lords  will  interpret  it 
otherwise,  when  it  comes  to  b^  tried.  They  do  not 
lose  the  •otlher  privileges  of  peerage,  and  their  poste- 
rity borto  here  may  sit  in  the  house.  The  sam^  clause 
extends  to  the  house  of  commons;  and  no  foreigtier 
csLn^oy  suiy  employment,  civil  or  mrilitaty.  Tfcley 
may  be  favburabie  to  the  lords,  who  are  all  whigs ; 
but  I  doubt  poor  Duke.  Disney  will  lese  Ws  tagi- 
m<ent  I  i»uppose  Barber  has  given  yeu  an  aceotmt 
df  Lo^d  Bolingbroke's  pamphlet.  If  ybu  and  he 
are  not  come  to  an  ^claircissement  upon^t,  I  i^U 
send  to  him  foi*  it  f  I  long  for  the  other.  Yesterday 
the  commons  Voted  nemine  con.  to  pay  the  Han<>* 
r<?rtroops,  that  deserted  us  in  1713.  »^*daySir 
William  Wyridham,  Campion,  ahd  two  or  three 
more,  gave  some  opposition  to  it;  for  which  Ihey 
are  extremely  blamed.  I  think  they  had  aciw 
right,  if  they  had  spoke  against  it  yesterday ;  but  it 
seems  they  were  not  then  in  the  house.  They  ha4 
Hot  strength  enough  to  day  to  come  to  a  division* . 
Once  more  I  wish  you  a  good  journey,  and  a 
quick  return  ;  and  I  hope  ybu  will  find  things  go 
better  than  you  expect. 


Swift's  disappearance  from  the  scene  of  political  confusion  and 
combat,  as  it  excited  no  small  dismay  among  the  friends  of  the 
splitting  administration,  was  matter  of  equal  triumph  to  the 
-whigs.  One  of  their  pamphleteers  produced  the  following  Gmh 
Street  tract,  which  ^as  bought  up  wit|i  great  atidity.  It  serres 
tioi  only  to  shew  the  general  opinion  entertained  by  friend  and 
foe  of  Swift's  political  importance,  but  also  that  his  private  habits 
of  economy  and  modes  of  disposing  of  his  tlme^  were  become  matter 
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•f  attentioa  to  his  etiemfet.  Amidst  invch  stupid  ribaldry^  there 
aiisome  paaaage?  of  the  folio  wing  Diarjr  wliioh  beer  a  corioos  re. 
flaaftMance  to  Swift's  leal  Jonraal  to  SidUu 

Ab  Hue  and  Cry  after  Dean  Swift,  occasioned  by  a  troe  and  ex. 
act  copy  of  his  own  Diary,  found  in  his  Pocket-book,  where, 
in  he  has  set  down  a  faithful  account  of  himself,  and  of  all  that 
happened  to  him  for  the  last  week  of  his  life.    [1714.] 

Tluirs4t^0 
Waked  with  the  headache.    Said  oo  prayers  that  momiag; 
Drest  immediately.    Jjooked  confounded  rakish.    Repeated  rer. 
ses  whilst  I  was  washing  my  hands.    ResoWed  (whilst  I  was  put. 
ting  on  my  gowns)  to  ridicule  the  orders  of  bishop,  priest,  and 
daMoo,  after  dioaer  at  my  Lord  Bolingbroke's.    Went  to  drink 
tea  in  York  Buildings.    The  earl  look^  queerly.    Left  hun  in  aa 
huff.     Bid  him  send  for  me  when  he  was  fit  for  company.     Took 
coach  to  Lord  Harry's.    The  Tiscount  looked  whimsioally.  Left 
htfli.     Promised  to  sup  with  him  at  the  earl's^  *  DroTe  to  the  Co. 
coa«.tivt.    Sate  till  one,  musing  and  thinkii%  of  nothing.   Plagued    ' 
for  half  an  hoor  with  three  impertinent  puppies,  an  Irish  lord, 
an  English  colonel,  and  a  Scotch  gamester.     Retired  into  a  pri. 
Tate  corner,  where  a  whim  came  into  my  head  which  I  will  short, 
ly  give  the  world  an  account  of.     Went  to  dine  at  the  George 
widi  two  Papists,  three  Jacobites^  and  a  tory.     Damned  the 
cook  :  liked  the  winp.     No  wit.     All  politics.     Settled  the  snc« 
cession.    Fixed  the  place,  and  time,  and  manner  of  his  landing. 
Went  to  my  lodgings  at  fiye.    Slept.     Writ  an  Examiner.    Sup. 
ped  at  York  Buildings.     Earl  and  Lord  Harry  part  in  dudgeon 
and  division.     Displeased  with  all  that  happened.     Go  home 
pansiYO.     Resolye  upon  some  odd  and  new  scheaies  of  life.  Spent 
ten  shillings.    Take  a  dram.    Go  to  bed* 

Friday. 
ResoWe  to  isAU  Send  a  note  to  church  to  pray  for  the  con. 
version  of  a  great  sinner.  Read  the  Bible.  Find  that.no  man 
GIB  serve  two  masters ;  and  that  an  bouse  divided  against  itself  can. 
not  stand.  Consider  of  these  words;  When  ye  hear  of  these 
things  flee  unto  the  mountains.  Begin  a  sermon  upon  this  text. 
Be  as  wise  as  serpents.  Throw  it  aside,  and  read  Toland's  Art 
of  Restoring,  and  my  own  Meditation  upon  a  Broomstick.  Re. 
odved  a  silly  letter  from  Ireland.  Walk  in  my  room  for  two 
hours.  Loll  on  my  couch  for  two  hours.  Take  a  Manual  for 
Devotion  in  my  hand,  but  say  ext9mpore  prayers*    Mightilj 
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giyento  ejaculatioiis.  Doii't  like  the  Lord's  prayer.  Think, 
often  of  Steele  and  Tom  Wharton*  Eat  at  six;  dresfr;  loiter.' 
Hum  a  tune  till  eight.  Give  a  farthing  to  a  poor  man.  Pay  my 
barber.  Pnt  on  a  new  pair  of  gloTes.  Go  to  St  Jameses.  Don't 
like  things.  Confirmed  concerning  the  animosities  between  the 
earl  and  Lord  Harry.  In  a  quandary.  Go  to  the  club  of  ugly 
faces*  Some  wit  Much  impiety.  Drink  hard.  Atn  treated. 
Expences  one  shilling.  Mem*  This«day.month  I  had  ckkn 
sheets. 

Saturday. 
Wake  at  eleven.  Promised  to  receiye  a  gentleman  at  my  lodg. 
ings  about  my  lord's  business  ;  but  won't  be  at  home  all  day. 
Coroje  to  these  »3Teral  resolutions  :  ResoWd  to  write  an  ode  upon 
changing  one's  mind,  in  imitation  of  Horace's  Justum  et  tenacem^ 
^.  Item  J  An  Apology  for  taking  thd  Air,  and  a  comment  upon 
Balzac^s  Cocker  sa  vie.  ResoUed  to  repent  To  give  an  histo- 
rical  account  of  the  following  English  proverbs,  viz*  When 
knaves  quarrel  honest  men  come  by  their  own.  Burn  the  house 
and  runaway  by  the  light  of  it  No  longer  pipe,  no  longer 
dance.  Murder  will  put ;  and  When  the  steed's  stolen  shut  the 
^table.4oor.  Qowever,  half  a  loaf  b  bettor  than  no  bread ;  .and, 
therefore,  men  must  make  the  best  of  a  bad  market.  Bid  my 
servant  get  all  things  ready  for  a  journey  to  the  country  accord- 
ing to  the  following  list :  Mend  my  breeches,  hire  a  ridings 
coat,  borrow  boots,  sell  my  jcoals  and  candles,  reckon  with  my 
washer-woman,  making  her  allow  for  old  shirts,  socks,  dabbs, 
and  markees,  which  she  bought  of  mc.  Mem.  I  borrowed  five 
guineas  of  my  bookseller,  and  paid  my  landlady  all  to  a  shilling. 
Resolved  to  carry  no  books  with  me  but  the  History  of  the 
Civil  Wars  of  England,  into  the  country.  Dined  late  with  my 
landlady.  Merry  with  mutton  and  double  eniendres.  Retire- 
Consider  the  uncertain  nature  of  human  ai&trs.  Write  the  fol. 
lowing  letter  to  Mr  Oldsworth,  one  of  the  authors  of  the  Ex- 
aminer* 

SiRy 

Designing  soon  for  the  country,  I  desire  you  will  excuse  irte 
froni  supplying  you  wiih  any  more  paragraphs  under  the  name 
of  the  Examiner. .  We  have  made  the  most  of  our  cause,  and  no 
mortal  affair  has  the  privilege  of  being  perpetually  the  same. 
Remember  Horace's  Bene  preparatum  pectus.  If  we  can  con- 
trive it  so  as  to  be  rogued  by  both  sides,  we  shall  do  more  jus- 
tice to  each,  than  either  expected  from  us,  and  have  this  pre. 
tence  still  left  to  the  title  of  honest  men.    Give  my  service  to  his 
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lordship :  Tell  him  that  no  man  has  strength  enough  to  be  proof 
against  conyiction ;  that  I  am  ready  to  meet  him  on  t'other  side 
the  water,  and  will  still  plj  at  the  labouring  iNur,  to  show  with 
how  much  respect  and  esteem  I  am  ^is  lordship's,  &c.  'Tis  no 
time  to  be  incredulous.  I  depend  upon  your  not  being  obstinate^ 
and  if  you  are  silent  for  a  while,  you  will  convince  me  of  your 
being  that  man  of  great  sense  and  obserjation  which  I  always  - 
took  you  to  be.    1  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  serrant,    ^ 

J.S. 
July  1714. 

P«  S.-^Remember  when  an  army's  routed  that  some  are  killed, 
some  wounded,  some  run  away,  but  that  deserters  are  always  well 
treated.  Six  coaches  of  qualitymnd  nine  hacks  this  day  called  at 
my  lodgings. 

Mem.  To  write  a  paper  when  I  am  in  the  country  ix^  bring 
with  me  to  town,  and  to  publish  at  my  first  appearance,  call^ 
Dr  Swift's  Reasons,  viz.  for  Ingratitude,  for  Irreligion,  for 
Turning,  for  Returning,  and  to  serve  any  turn,  to  be  bound  up 
with  the  Tale  of  a  Tub.  Went  incog,  at  eight  this  night  to  Child's, 
found  the  clergy  alarmed  at  the  queen's  thoughts  of  displacing 
the  treasurer.  Supped  with  Mrs  Oglethorp,  where  we  had  no 
politics.  Mem.  I  promised  her  a  copy  of  verses  upon  a  weak 
woman.  Pay  my  way  to  my  landlady  in  a  bottle  of  Viana. 
Smoked  a  pipe  by  myself.  Concluded  nothing  certainly.  Took 
a  dram.  Repeated  the  collect^  for  the  third  Sunday  after  Epi- 
phany. Picked  my  teeth.  Washed  my  face.  Went  to  bed.  Ex- 
pences  five  shillings. 

Sunday. 

Packed  up. some  tea,  paper,  pens,  ink,  and  tobacco;  and  be- 
fore church  was  done,  sent  a  note  to  give  God  thanks  for  one 
who  had  escaped  a  very  gr^t  danger.  Dined,  and  was  sworn  at 
Highgate.  Travelled  tweuty.five  miles  this  day.  Thought  upon 
nothing  as  often  as  I  could  upon  the  road.  Resolved  to  write 
the  History  of  the  £andbox.plot,  and  to  give  a  true  account  of 
the  modern  word  Bite ;  having  concluded  my  journey  to  be  a 
bite,  Lord  Harry  a  bite,  the  earl  a  bite,  and  that  prudence  in. 
Glibly  directed  to  fall  in  with  them  who  would  bite  the  biters. 
Resolved  also  to  write  new  explanatory  notes  on  the  Conduct  of 
the  Allies.  By  ten  I  came  to  my  inn.  Had  quieted  my  mind. 
Supped,  smoked,  went  to  bed.     Expences  ten  shillings. 
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Skpt  well.  Roie  eaHy.  Had  pancakei  for  breakfast  Saog.* 
Repeated  yerses.  Laid  scheiaes.  Commeiided  mysdf.  Rode 
hard  till  noon.  Alighted  at  a  tory  inn  ;  conrerted  many  gentry 
and  clergy  of  that  principle  at  a  public  meeting  there^  by  lettki^ 
them  into  the  secret  of  my  flight,  and  some  other  secvets  wiiick  I 
knew*  Mem»  This  day  the  whigs  are  indebted  to  me  for  a  prok 
mise  of  whiggish  members  for  this  coonty  and  town,  at  next  elec« 
tions.  Came  to  my  country  lodgings  at  nine,  after  an  easy  is. 
dolent  afternoon's  journey.  Pleased  with  the  priyacy  of  the 
place.  Mem.  I  forgot  to  take  leaye  of  Lords  Somers  and  San. 
derland.  Resohred  to  write  to  Dick  Stole.  Supped  with  My 
landlord,  hindlady,  and  their  daughter.  Found  sufficient  provi* 
sions  of  wine,  brandy,  sugar,  and  lemons.  Uung  up  my  clotkes. 
Plac'd  pen,  ink,  paper,  and  history  on  the  table.  Smoked^ 
sung,  aod  went  to  bed«    , 

Tuesdat/. 
Dreamt  of  the  Deril  and  St  Patrick  last  night.  Said  the  l^ord'^ 
prayer.  Sat  down  to  consider  of  my  change  of  life*  Tones, 
damn  'em ;  they  won't  be  able  to  support  me.  Whigs,  dainQ 
'em,  they  won't  trust  me.  Drink  tea.  Walked  in  the  garden. 
Retum'd.  Writ  a  satire  upon  lord-treasurer.  Writ  another 
upon  all  the  present  ministry.  Received  a  letter  from  Lewis  the 
bookseller  in  Covent  Garden  of  great  importance.  By  G — d, 
Steele  has  got  the  better  of  me.  No  good  news  from  Irehind. 
Addison  says  I  am  gone  to  hang  myself.  Pope  says  I  ap9  gpne 
to  France.  Nanny  Rochfort  says  I  am  gone  to  my  deanery,  and 
most  people  will  say  I  am  gone  to  the  d — 1^  and  so  TU  go  to 
dinner  :  mutton  and  turnips.  The  gods  fled  once  to  Egypt  I 
was  very  gay  and  diverting.  Drank  an  hearty  glass.  Retired. 
Fell  into  this  soliloquy :  The  reverend  Dr  Swift,  student  in 
two  universities ;  a  member  of  the  church  of  Enghind,  and  a 
Christian  too  ;  left  the  college  to  turn  chaplain,  parson,  poet; 
having  served  ambassadors,  noblemen,  governors ;  having  writ 
for  and  against  religion  ;  being  vicar,  dean,  author,  translator, 
abridger,  and  publisher ;  droll,  jesty  and  scribbler,  and  many 
other  things;  quorum  si  nomina  quceris:  Having  served  and 
abused  the  late  ministry,  and  done  all  that  man  could  do  for  this; 
after  enriching  booksellers  and  impoverishing  myself,  am  now 
transplanted,  metamorphosed  into  a  stock  or  a  tree,  and  ^ither 
hurried  away  to  some  Elysian  grove ;  or,  in  short,  dowurigbtmad. 
Here  I  Ifcll  asleep.  Waked  about  six.  Writ  to  put  my  hott«e  in 
order  in  Dublin.    Send  my  man  to  London  to  know  faowiUogS' 
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go.    Eat  no  supper.    Writ  a  whim  to  diyert  the  Earl  of  Ox* 
^      ford*    Resolved  to  adjourn  afl  farther  considerations  till  to-mor- 
row.   Smoke.    Take  a  dram*    Go  to  bed.i  Domestic  affiurs 
not  worth  Inserting. 

.    ,  Wednesday* 

Had  a  Tery  bad  night  kst  night.  Rise  early.  Repeat  the 
prayer  for  a  person  troubled  in  mind.  Tumble  orer  the  History 
of  the  Civil  Wars.  Pop  upon  the  words  Obadiah  and  Titus. 
Shut  the  book.  Take  pen  in  hand :  Write  some  oddnesses  ;  lay 
It  down  again.  Call  for  a  ghus  of  sack.  Think  of  my  friends. 
Receive  an  express  that  the  Earl  of  Oxford  is  displaced.  And  is 
Bolingbroke,  said  I,  and  all  the  rest,  continued  I  Can  Lucifer 
fall  without  his  angels  ?  Write  a  meditation  on  a  White  Rod. 
Grow  faint.    Smoke.    Drink.    Hang  myself.    Die. 

This  squib  concludes  with  a  dull  parody  on  Swift's  Medita- 
tion on  a  Broomstick,  not  worth  transcribing.  The  jest  suc« 
ceeded  so  well,  that  shortly  afterwards  appeared  by  the  same,  or 
some  equally  witty  writer,  ^^  Dean  Swift's  real  Diary,  being  a 
true  and  faithful  account  of  himself  for  that  week,  wherein  he  is 
traduced  by  the  author  of  a  scandalous  and  malicious  Hue  and 
Cry  after  him ;  containing  his  entire  Journal  from  the  time  he 
left  Tendon  to  his  settling  in  Dublin,  1715."  Both  these  petty 
efforts  at  satire^  with  many  others,  are  engrossed  in  the  Guili. 
^riana. 
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FROM  1714  TO  1724.5. 


FROM  MR  GAY  TO  DR  ARBUTHNOT,  OR 
THE  DEAN  OF  ST  PATRICK'S. 


IlanoTer,  Aug.  16,  1714« 

You  remember,  I  suppose,  that  I  was  to  write 
you  abundance  of  letters  from  Hanover ;  but  as  one 
of  the  most  distinguishing  qualities  of  a  politician  is 
secrecy,  you  must  not  expect  from  me  any  arcanas 
of  state.  There  is  another  thing,  that  is  necessary 
to  establish  the  character  of  a  politician ;  which  is, 
to  seem  always  to  be  full  of  affairs  of  state ;  to  know 
the  consuhatrons  of  the  cabinet  council,  when  at  the 
same  time  all  his  politics  are  collected  from  news^ 
papers.  Which  of  these  two  causes  my  secrecy  is 
owing  to,  I  leave  you  to  determine.  There  is  yet 
one  thing  more  that  is  extremely  necessary  for  a 
foreign  minister,  which  he  can  no  more  be  without 
tlian  ah  artisan  without  his  tools ;  I  mean  the  terms 
of  his  art.  I  call  it  an  art,  or  a  science,  because  I 
think  ihe  King  of  France  has  established  an  academy 
to  instruct  the  young  Machiav^lians  of  his  country  ia 
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the  deep  and  profound  science  of  politics.  To  the 
end  that  I  might  be  qualified  for  an  employment  oi 
this  nature,  and  not  only  be  (qualified  myself,  but  (to 
speak  in  the  style  of  Sir  John  Falstaff )  be  the  cause 
of  qualifications  in  others,  I  have  made  it  my  busi- 
ness to  read  memoirs,  treatises,  &c.  And  as  a  dic- 
tionary of  law-terms  is  thought  necessary  for  young 
beginners ;  so  I  thought  a  dictiojaary  of  terms  of 
state  would  be  no  less  useful  for  young  politicians. 
The  terms  of  politics  being  not  so  numerous  as  to 
swell  into  a  volume,  especially  in  time  of  peace  (for 
in  time  of  war  all  the  terms  of  fortification  are  in- 
cluded), I  thought  fit  to  extract  them  in  the  same 
manner,  for  the  benefit  of  young  practitioners,  as  a 
famous  author  has  compiled  his  learned  treatise  of 
the  law,  called  *^  The  Doctor  and  Student."  I  have 
not  made  any  great  progress  in  this  piece :  but,  how- 
ever, I  will  just  give  you  a  specimen  of  it,  which  will 
make  you  in  the  same  manner  a  judge  of  the  design 
and  nature  of  this  treatise. 

Politician.  What  are  the  necessary  tools  for  a 
prince  to  work  with  ? 

Student.  Ministers  of  state. 

Politician.  What  are  the  two  great  qualities  irfa 
minister  of  state  ? 

Student.  Secrecy  and  dispatch. 

Politician.  Into  how  many  parts  are  the  ministers 
of  state  divided  ? 

Student.  Into  two.  First,  ministers  of  state  at 
home ;  secondly,  ministers  of  state  abroad,  who  are. 
called  foreign  ministers. 

PoliticiAn.  Very  right.  Now  as  I  design  you  for 
the  latter  of  these  employments,  I  shall  wiwre. saying 
any  thing  of  the  first  of  these.  What  are  the  difr> 
ferent  degrees  of  foreign  minisiters  ?  .: 

Studef^t.  The  diffeceat  degrees  of  foreign  minis^; 
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ters  are  as  follow :  first,  plenipotentiaries ;  second, 
ambassadors-extraordinary;  third,  ambassadors  in 
ordinary;  fourth,  envoys-extraordinary;  fifth,  en- 
voys in  ordinary ;  sixth,  residents ;  seventh,  consuls ; 
and  eighth,  secretaries. 

Politician.  How  is  a  foreign  minister  to  be  known  ? 

Student  By  his  credentials. 

Politician.  When  are  a  foreign  minister's  creden- 
tials to  be  delivered  ? 

Student.  Upon  his  first  admission  into  the  presence 
of  the  prince  to  whom  he  is  sent,  otherwise  called 
his  first  audience. 

Politician.  How  many  kinds  of  audiences  are 
there  ? 

Student.  Two,  which  are  called  a  public  audience, 
and  a  private  audience. 

Politician.  What  should  a  foreign  minister's  beha- 
viour be  -when  he  has  his  first  audience  ? 

Student.  He  should  bow  profoundly,  speak  delibe- 
rately, and  wear  both  sides  of  his  long  periwig  be- 
fore, &c. 

By  these  few  questions  and  answers  you  may  be 
able  to  make  some  judgment  of  the  usefulness  of  this 
politic  treatise.  Wicquefort,  it  is  true,  cannever  be 
sufficiently  admired  for  his  elaborate  treatise  of  the 
conduct  of  an  ambassador  in  all  his  negotiations : 
but  I  design  this  only  as  a  compendium,  or  the 
embassador's  manual,  or  vade  mecufn. 

I  have  writ  so  far  of  this  letter,  and  do  not  know 
who  to  send  it  to  ;  but  I  have  now  determined  to 
send  it,  either  to  Dr  Arbuthnot,  the  Dean  of  St 
Patrick's,  or  to  both.  My  Lord  Clarendon  is  very 
much  approved  of  at  court,  and  I  believe  is  not  dis« 
satified  with  his  reception.  We  have  not  much 
variety  of  diversions :  what  we  did  yesterday  and  to- 
day we  «hall  do  to-morrow:  which  is,  to  goto  court. 
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apd  walk  in  the  gardens  at  Herenhausen.    If  I  write 
any  caore,  my  ktter  will  be  just  like  my  diversiom, 
the  sane  thing  over  and  over  again. 
So^Sirs, 

Your  most  obliged  humble  servajrt, 

J.  Gat. 

I  ikrould  hare  writ  this  letter  over  again^  Ifut  I  had 
not  time.    Correct  all  my  errata. 


FROM  MR  JERVAS  TO  MR  POPE. 

Aug.  20  1714. 

I  HAVE  a  particular  to  tell  you  at  this  time^ 
which  pleases  me  so  much,  that  you  must  expect 
a  more  than  ordinary  alacrity  in  every  turn.  You 
know  how  I  could  keep  you  in  suspense  for  twenty 
lines,  but  I  will  tell  you  directly,  that  Mr  Addison 
and  I  have  had  a  conversation,  that  it  would  have 
been  worth  your  while  to  have  been  placed  behind 
the  wainscot,  or  behind  some  half-length  picture, 
to  have  heard.  He  assured  me,  that  be  would 
make  use,  not  only  of  his  interest,  but  of  his  art, 
to  do  you  some  service ;  he  did  not  mean  his  art 
of  poetry,  but  his  art  at  court ;  and  he  is  sensible 
that  nothing  can  have  a  better  air  for  himself  than 
ipoving  in  your  favour,  especially  since  insinuationi 
were  ^read,  that  he  did  not  care  you  should  prosper 
too  much  as  a  poet/  He  protests  that  it.^baU  wH 
be  his  fault,  if  there  is  not  the  best  intelligence  ia 
the  world,  and  the  most  hearty  friendship^  *^' 
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He  owm»  he.wAB  afiratd  Dr  Swift  miglit  have  car* 
ried  you  too  far  among  the  enemy,  during  the  heal 
of  the  animosijty ;  but  now  all  is  safe,  and  you  are 
escaped,  even  in  his  opinion.  I  promised  in  your 
n^me,  like  a  good  godfather,  not  that  you  should 
reapuooe  the  devil  and  all  his  works,  but  that  you 
should  be  delighted  4o  £nd  h^im  your  friend  merely 
for  his  own  sake ;  therelbpe>prepare  yourself  for  aoyiie 
civilities.  '  ' 

I  have  done  Homer's  head,  shadowed  andheight^* 
enad  caorefiillyiand  I  inclose  the  outline  of  the 
same  aise,  tluit  you  may  determine  whether  you 
would  have  it  so,  large,  or  reduced  to  make  room 
lor  feuiUage  or  laurel  round  the  oval^  pr  about  the 
square  of  the  busta?  perhaps  there  is  something 
more  solemn  in  the  ims^  itself,  if  I  can  get  it  welt 
performed. 

If  I  have  been  instrumental  ia  bringing  you  and 
Mr  Addison  together  with  aU  sincerity,  I  value  my*^ 
self  upon  it  as  an  acoeptaUe  piece  of  serrice  to  such 
a  one  as  Iknow  you  to  be^ 

Yours,  kc. 


FROM  MR  POPE  TO  MR  JERVAS, 

I  AM  just  arrived  from  Oxford,  very  well  diverted 
and  entertained  there.  Every  erne  is  much  con- 
cerned for  the  queen's  death.  No  panegyrics  ready 
yet  for  the  king. 

I  admire  your  whig  principles  of  resistance  ex- 
ceedingly, in  the  spirit  of  the  Barcelonians :  I  join  in 
your  wish  for  them.  Mr  Addisoa's  verses  on  Liber- 
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ty,  in  his  letter  from  Italy,  would  be  a  good  form 
of  prayer  in  my  opinion, 

O  Liberty  !  thou  Goddess  heavenly  bright!  &c« 

What  you  mention  of  the  friendly  office  you  en* 
deavoured  to  do  betwixt  Mr  Addison  and  me, 
deserves  acknowledgments  on  my  part.  You  tho-* 
roughly  know  my  regard  to  his  character,  and  my 
propensity  to  testify  it  by  all  ways  in  my  power. 
You  ia^  thoroughly  know  the  scandalous  meanness  of 
that  proceeding  which  was  used  by  Philips,  to  make 
a  man  I  so  highly  value,  suspect  nr^r  dispositions 
toward  him.  But  as,  after  all,  Mr  Addison  must 
be  the  judge  in  whiat  regards  himself,  and  has 
seemed  to  be  no  very  just  one  to  me;  so,  I  must 
own  to  you,  I  expect  nothing  but  civility  from  him, 
how  much  soever  I  wish  for  his  friendship.  As  for 
any  offices  of  real  kindness  or  service  which  it  is  in 
his  power  to  do  me,  I  ilhould  be  ashamed  to  receive 
them  from  any  man  who  had  no  better  opinion  of 
my  morals,  than  to  think  me  a  party  •man  :  nor  of 
my  temper,  than  to  believe  me  capable  of  maligning, 
or  envying  another's  reputation  as  a  poet.  So  I 
leave  it  to  time  to  convince  him  as  to  both,  to  shew 
■  him  the  shallow  depths  of  those  half-witted  creatures 
who  misinformed  him,  and  to  prove  that  I  am 
incapable  of  endeavouring  to  lessen  a  person  whom 
I  would  be  proud  to  imitate,  and  therefore  ashamed 
to  flatter.  In  a  word,  Mr  Addison  is  sure  of  my 
respect  ^t  all  times,  and  of  my  real  friendship 
whenever  he  shall  think  fit  to  know  me  for  what  I 
am. 

For  all  that  passed  betwixt  Dr  Swift  and  me, 
.you  know  the  whole  (without  reserve)  of  our  cor- 
respondience.  The  engagements  I  had  to  him  weie 
such  as  the  actual  services  he  had  done  me,  in 
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retafidti  t6  the  sutecfiption  for  Homer,  obliged  ine 
td^.  I  mtM  ha^e  leuve  td  be  gratefal  to  him,  and  to 
any  Mie  #ho  ser vestige,  let  faim  be  never  io  obnokibus 
to  ktif  putty :  nor  did  the  tory  party  evef  put  ihe 
f6fhe  hanishipcif  asking  thid'  leave;  Which  is  the 
^re^test  oMigleition  I  owe  to  it ;  and  I  ekpect  no 
giWMer  from  the  whig  party  thB:n  the  same  libirty-^ 
A  curse  on  the  word  parfy^  which  I  have  been  forced 
to  use  so  often  in  this  period  !  I  wish  the  present 
rergn  *  itoay  put  an  end  to  the  distinction,  that  there 
iii#y  be  riol  other  for  the  futtfre  ttein  thait  of  HoA^i 
and  'Knaive,  Fool  and  Man  of  Sense ;  iKese  two  ^oi^s 
ihii^  always  be  enemies ;  but  for  the  feiit;  may  all 
peo^ffe'  do  as  y6u  and  t,  believe  what  they  pkiM^ 
aiid  be  friends/ 

I  am,  &c. 


FROM  DR  ARBUTHNOT  TO  MR  POPE. 

London,  Sept  7,  17)  4. 

.  I  AM  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  taking  notice 
of  a  podi^old  distressed  courtier,  commbiily  the'hib^ 
despisable  thing  in  the  world.  This  blow  has  90 
roused  Smfi/^rw^,  that  he  has  recovered  his  senses^ 
and  thinks  and  talks  like  other  men.  From  being 
frolicksome  and  gay^  he  is  turned  grave  and  morose. 
Hi9  lucubrations  ue  neglected,  among  old  news- 


*  'Unfortnnatdy  it  did  not  put-  an  end  to  party  distinctions ; 
but,  hj  proscribing  the  tories,  heightened  and  continned  the  ani* 
mc§itf  of  both  parties.* -WABToir. 

VOL.  XVI.  H 
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papers^  cases,  petitions,  and  abundance  of  unapswer- 
able  letters.  I  wish  to  God  they  had  been  among 
the  papers  of  a  noble  lord  *  sealed  up  :  then  naight 
Scriblerus  have  passed  for  the  Pretender ;  and  it 
would  have  been  a  most  excellent  and  liaborious  work 
for  the  Flying  Post,  or  sonie  such  author^  to  have 
allegorized  all  his  adventures  into  a  plot,  and  found 
out  mysteries  somewhat  like  the  "  Key  to  the 
Lock/' 

Martin's  office  is  now  the  second  door  on  the  left 
hand  in  Dover  Street,  where  he  will  be  glad  to.  see. 
Dr  Pamell,  Mr  Pope,  and  his  old  friends ;  to  whom 
he  can  still  afford  a  half  pint  of  claret.     It  i$  with, 
some  pleasure  that  he  contemplates  the  world  still 
busy,  and  all  mankind  at  work  for  him.     I  have  seen 
a  letter  from  Dean  Swift ;  he  keeps  up  his  noble 
spirit ;  and,  though  like  a  man  knocked  down,  you 
may  behold  him  still  with  a  stern  countenance,  and 
aiming  a  blow  at  his  adversaries.  I  \All  add  no  more, 
being  in  haste ;  only,  that  I  will  never  forgive  you, 
if  you  cannot  use  my  foresaid  house  in  Dover  Street 
with  the  same  freedom  as  you  did  that  in  St  James's; 
for  as  our  friendship  was  not  begun  upon  the  relation 
of  a  courtier,  sol  hope  it  will  not  end  with  it.    I 
will  always  b^  proud  to  be  reckoned  amongst  the 
number  of  your  friends  and  humble  servants. 


*  Lord  Bolingbroke*s  papers  were  sealed  up  at  this  time.— -N.  / 
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TO  LORD  BOLINGBROKE. 

Dublin,  Sept  14,  1714. 
My  Lord, 

I  HOPE  your  lordship,  who  were  always  so  kind  to 
me  while  you  were  a  servant,  will  not  forget  me  now 
in  your  greatness.  I  give  you  this  caution,  because  I 
really  believe  you  will  be  apt  to  be  exalted  in  your 
new  station  of  retirement,  which  was  the  only  honour-* 
able  post  that  those  who  gave  it  you  were  capable  of 
conferring.  And  as,  in  other  employments,  the 
circumstances  with  which  they  are  gpven,  are  some* 
'  times  said  to  be  equally  valuable  with  the  gift  itself, 
80  it  was  in  your  case.  The  sealing  up  your  office, 
and  especially  without  any  directions  from  the 
king,  discovered  such  sentiments  of  you  in  such 
persons,  as  would  make  any  honest  man  proud  to 
share  them. 

[  must  be  so  free  as  to  tell  you,  that  this  new 
office  of  retirement  will  be  harder  for  you  to  keep, 
than  that  of  secretary :  and  you  lie  under  one  great 
disadvantage,  beside  your  being  too  young ;  that 
whereas  none  but  knaves  and  fools  desire  to  deprive 
you  of  your  former  post,  all  the  honest  men  in  Eng- 
land win  be  for  putting  you  out  of  this. 

I  go  on  in  writing,  though  I  know  not  how  to 
send  you  my  letter.     If  I  were  sure '  it^  would  be 
opened  by  the  sealers  of  your  office,  I  would  fill  it 
with  some  terms  of  art,  that  they  would  better  de 
serve,  than  relish. 

It  is  a  point  of  wisdom  too  hard  for  me,  not  to 
look  back  with  vexation  upon  past  manageinent 
Divines  tell  us  often  from  their  pulpits,  ^'  that  half 
the  pains  which  some  men  take  to  be  damned,  would 
have  compassed  their  salvation  */'  this,  I  am  sure. 
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was  extremely  our  case.  I  know  not  what  motions 
your  lordship  intends :  hut,  if  I  sei?  thf  old  whig 
measures  taken  in  the  next  elections ;  and  that  the 
Court,  the  Bank,  East  India,  and  South  Sea,  act 
strenuously,  and  procure  a  majority;  I  shall  Uc  down 
and  beg  of  Jupiter  to  heaw  the  cart  out  of  the  dirt 

I  would  git^e  all  I  am  worth,  for  the  sakti  of  nqr 
Country,  that  you  had  left  jrout  mantle  with  som^ 
hody  in  the  House  of  Comitions,  or  that  a'dcUsen 
honest  men  among  theni.  had  only  so  many  shreda 
of  it. — And  so,  ha^ng  dispatched  all  ourfrienth/ii 
England,  off  flies  a  sp^ter,  and  kndcks  two  gover- 
nors of  Ireland  dead.  I  remember^  we  never  had 
leisure  to  think  of  that  kingdom.  The  poor  (fead 
queen  is  used  like  the  giant  Lougarou  in  Rabelais*^ 
Fantagruel  took  Loligavou  by  the  he6ls,  andmide 
him  his  weapon  to  kill  twenty  other  giants;  then 
flung  him  over  a  river  into  tiie  towtt,  aiwi  kiUedtwo 
ducks  and  an  old  cat.  I  could  talk  very  wisely  to 
you,  but  you  would  riegard  me  not  I  could  bid  you, 
non  desperare  de  republicd'y  and  say,  that  res  nwwut 
diu  maie  admirnstrari.  But  I  witt  cut  all  short,  and 
assure  you,  that  if  you  do  not  save  us,  I  wiH  not  be 
atthe  pains  of  racking  my  invention  to  guess  how 
we  shall  be  saved ;  and  yet  I  have  read  Polybius. 

They  tell  me  you  have  a  very  good  crop!  of  wlteat, 
but  the  barley  is  bad.  Hay  will  certainSly  be  dear, 
unless  we  tiave  an  open  winter.  I  hope  you  found 
your  hounds  ih  good  condition,  and  that  Bright  has 
qpt  made  a' stirrup4i^ther  of  your  jockey-belt 

I  imagine  you  now  smoking  witftyour  humdrum 
squire  (1  forget  hiansune)  ^.  who  can  go  homeat^rtid* 
ni dit,  and.  open  a  dossen  gate^  whea  he  ii?  dnfaH. 
y  I  beg  ybur^lordship  nottoasknietO'Iehd»yottBiiy 
money.'  If  you  will  come  smd.live  at  the  deancryi 
and/umish  up  aii  apartment,  Itwill-findyoiidtt  vic^ 
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tuals  and  drink,  which  is  more  than  ever  you  got  by 
the  court :  and  as  proud  as  you  are^  I  hope  to  see 
you  accept  a  pan  of  this  offet-  before  I  die. 

The  take  this  country;   it  has,  in  three 

weeks,  spoiled  two  as  good  sixpenny  pamphlets,  as 
ever  a  proclamation  was  issued  out  against,  ^nd 
since  we  talk  of  that,  will  there  not  be  ♦  *  *  * 
*  *  *  t  ?  I  shall  be  cured  of  loving  England,  as 
the  fellow  was  of  his  ague,  by  getting  himself  whip^ 
ped  through  the  town. 

I  would  retire  too,  if  I  could ;  but  my  country 
seat,  where  I  have  an  acre  of  ground,  is  gone  to  ruin» 
The  wall  of  my  own  apartment  is  fallen  down,  and  I 
want  mud  to  rebuild  it,  and  straw  to  thatch  it.  Be^ 
sides,  a  spiteful  neighbour  has  seized  on  six  feet  of 
ground,  carried  otf  my  trees,  and  spoiled  my  grove. 
All  this  is  literally  true,  and  I  have  not  fortitude 
enough  to  go  and  see  those  devastations. 

But,  in  return,  I  live  a  counftty  life  in  town,  see 
nobody^  and  go  every  day  once  to  prayers;  and 
hope,  in  a  few  months,  to  grow  as  stupid  as  the  pre« 
sent  situation  of  affairs  wiU  re<)uire. 

Well,  after  all,  parsons  are  not  such  bad  company, 
especially  when  they  are  under  subjection ;  and  I 
let  none  but  such  come  near  me. 

However,  pray  God  forgive  them,  by  whose  indo* 
lence,  neglect,  or  want  of  friendship,  I  am  reduced 
to  live  with  twenty  leagues  of  salt  water  between 
your  lordship  and  me,  &c. 

JoN.  SwiPT. 


■rfl^aMMMM^M 


fBerk  are  two  or  three  words*  in  the  mtniiicriipt  ioMf  eras* 
eaaMilfcgib]e>-D«S.  . 
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FROM  DR  ARBUTHNOT. 

Oct  10, 1714. 

DjRAR  Broth  KB,  ' 

Even  in  affliction,  your  letter  tnatle  me  mefem- 
choly,  and  communiGated  some  of  the  spleen  which 
you  had  when  you  wrote  it,  and  made  me  forfeit 
some  of  my  reputation  of  cheerfulness  and  temper 
under  afflictions.  However,  I  have  so  many  sub* 
jects  amongst  my  friends  and  fellow-servantstobe 
grieved  for,  that  I  can  easily  turn  it  off  myself  with 
credit.  The  queen's  poor  servants  are,  like  so  many 
poor  orphans,  exposed  in  the  very  streets :  and  those, 
whose  past  obligations  of  gratitude  and  honour 
ought  to  have  engaged  them  to  have  represented 
their  case,  pass  by  them  like  so  many  abandoned 
creatures,  without  the  possibility  of  ever  being  able 
to  make  the  least  return  for  a  favour ;  which  has 
added  to  my  theory  of  human  virtue. 

I  wish  I  did  not  only  haunt  you  in  the  obliging 
and  aflfectionatp  sense  you  are  pleased  to  express  it, 
.  but  were  personally  present  with  you ;  and  I  think 
it  were  hardly  in  the  power  of  fortune  not  to  make 
some  minute^  pleasant.  I  dine  with  my  lord  and 
J^y^Masham  tpi-day,  where  we  will,  as  usuallyi 
remember  you. 

You  have  read,  ere  this  time,  "  The  History  of  the 
White  Staff,'*  ♦  which  is  either  contrived  by  an 


,*  A  pamphl^  wrUten  by  Mr  Daoid  De  Foe,  and  {mblisbed 
in  1714,  in  8to,  in  two  parts,  nndcr  ike  title  ©f  "  TI^  Secwt 
History  of  the  White  Staff;'*  bang  an  acconnt  of  afiairs  under 
the  conduct  of  some  late  ministers,  and  of  what  might  probably 
li»f e  happened  if  her  majesty  liad  npt  died.     Soon  after  the 
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«nemy,  or  by  himself^  to  bring  down  vengeance  : 
and  I  have  toM  some  of  his  nearest  friends  so.  All 
the  dragon  ^  can  say  will  not  give  him  one  single 
friend  amongst  the  whole  party;  and  therefore  I 
even  wonder  at  him,  which  you  will  say  is  a  strange 
thing.  The  very  great  person  of  all  f  can  hardly 
speak  of  him  with  patience.  The  Conde  J  acts  like 
a  man  of  spirit,  makes  up  to  the  king  and  talks  to 
him,  and  would  have  acted  with  more  sense  than 
any  of  them,  could  he  have  had  any  body  to  have 
acted  along  with  him:  nos  humerus  sumus,  S(c. 
The  man  you  speak  of  is  just  as  you  describe,  so  I 
beg  pardon.  Shadwell  §  says,  he  will  have  my  place 
of  Chelsea.  Garth  told  me,  his  merit  was,  giving 
intelligence  about  his  mistress's  health.  I  desired 
he  would  do  me  the  favour  to  say,  that  I  valued 
myself  upon  quite  the  contrary;  and  I  hoped  to 
live  to  see  the  day,  when  his  majesty  would  value 
me  the  more  for  it  too.  I  have  not  seen  any  thing 
as  yet  to  make  me  recant  a  certain  inconvenient  opi* 
nion  I  have,  that  one  cannot  pay  too  dear  for  peace 
of  mind. 


publication  of  it,  came  out,  in  8? o,  ^^  A  detection  of  the  sophistry 
and  falsitlet  of  the  pamphlet,  intituled,  ^  The  Secret  Histoiy  of 
the  White  Staf^'  containiiig  an  inquirj  into  the  Staff's  condact  in 
the  late  managonent^  particakirly  with  respect  to  the  protestant 
sacces8ion."^-B.  it  was  also  answered  in  a  little  tract,  iiiti- 
tuled,  ^^  The  History  of  the  Mitre  and  Pnrae."  In  ihese  per- 
formances the  charge  of  intending  to  bring  in  the  exiled  family 
was  retorted  by  the  partizans  of  Bolingbroke  upon  those  of  Ox- 
ford. The  struggle  only  tended  to  give  the  whigs  additional 
weapons  against  both. 

«  The  Earl  of  Oxford.^N.     f  Probably  King  George  I — B. 

X  Earl  of  Peterborough.  , 

§  Dr  Shadwell,  son  of  the  dramatic  author  who  gaTe  Dryden 
the  original  for  Mac  Flecnoe,  and  was  afterwards  poct«laureat. 
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Poor  pbilo^p^er  ]Berk;eley  h,^M[xow  th^  .id^a*  4rf 
health.  )vj^ic|i  ;W8^  vejry  j^d  to  pr^dja/qe  in  Jatinj ;  fpf 
Jie.hsid.an.idc^^pf  iststr^g^  fever  upon  hiqf^.^&tiroiig, 
jth^t  it  w^  iirery  hard  to  desjtroy  it  j>y  jpjtrod^pi]:^ 
.a  oontra^ry  o»ae.  |*oor  ,Gay  is  nau?^  w^ere  ^ue  w,^s, 
Ofjily  ,9uit  pf  thf ,  du^c^ess's  f  fi^ily  and  service.  He 
h^  §09;e  conf}d^nc|ein  t]^^  Princes^  ^4  PoPJ^P^I^^  9^ 
^Picl?oroiugh ;  j  msh  it  may  be  significsMfit  Xq  ^im. 
|t  advised  him*  Jo  jwake  a  poem  upon  thepriiicp?s 
Tbefore  she  came  over,  describing  h^r  to  )Lhe  English 
Jfacjies ;  jfor  it  seems  jhe  princess  4p^^  JV^l^  d^sjj^ 
fhat.  (She  js  xes^ly  a  per§oij  tljf^t  I  beUeye  will  ^ve 
great  coptei^t  tR  eyery  body.)  Rut  Gay  wa$  in  siic^ 
a  grovelling  coijfJ'M^^j  ^  ^^  ^^^  affairs  of  the  wojlcjl, 
jthat  his  Muse  would  not  sloop  to  visit  him.  1  caa 
say  no  more  of  news*  than  that  you  will  find  tltie 
pf-oceeoings  hitherto  have  beep  comparatively  gentle. 
Adieu. 


FROM  DR  ARBUTHNOT  TO  MR  FORD.t 

Oct  19,  1714. 

Ppa^  Sir, 
.  J.  THANK  you  kindly  for  yours,  with  the  enclosed 
from  our  friend.     I  would  have  ob^ed  your  com- 
mands as  to  **  The  History  of  the  White  Staff^'*  but 
tl^at  there  really  is  ho  (answer  to  it,  mpre  ibsi^n  a  thing 


*  This  alludes  to  his  book,  in  which  he  atteii^pts  to  proire^ 
t|iat  all  thiBgs  supppsjcd  U^  i^eptad  apou  a  materi^^  TPTI^^^  sobsist. 
only  in  idea. — H. 

+  The  Duchess  qf  IVIpproouth.-T-H. 

t  *Wntteii  01^  the  saa^e  paper  ^th  the  last.^If* 
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tliqit  rises  jjast  oi^t  gf  what  is  said  in  the  History ;  doim 
vrr\t  on  purpose  by  ^ny  one  that  knows  matters  of 
£^9  or  can  cpnUiulict  what  he  says;  or  indeed 
wnt  by  concert  of  the  persons  that  are  attacked.. 
Apd  I  reckon  any  other  i^  not  worth  your  while  to 
nejE^.  *  The  dragon  denies  it ;  but,  as  J  told  the  go* 
verpor,  it  is  nece^s^ry  for  him  tp  do  that  in  a  very 
solemn  and  strong  manner,  else  there  will  be  a  rip* 


*  Tbe  coBdnsaoa  cbafges  vpoa  Byoluigbroke  And  Atterboij 
io  the  moft  posUiFe  (ennS|  tli«r  coAftulUttions  for  britigiag  in 
James  VIL  00  soon  as  the  Queen  lui4  givep  the  treasurer's  staff 
to  Shrewsburjr 

^^  It  would  make  up  another  rolnme,  and  be  a  secret  history  as 
full  of  Tarietj  as  this,  and  full  as  entertaining,  to  gire  an  account 
how  planet-struck  they  appeared  at  this  surprising  blow  ;  what 
they  said  one  to  anoth^  after  they  had  Itood  looking  one  upon 
ttother  speechless  and  confounded  for  some  hours ;  at  a  prifate 
assembly  of  all  their  confederates,  which  was  held  upon  the  oc« 
casion,  where  they  gaTC  vent  to  their  passions,  and  broke  out 
into  all  the  e^traira|;ancies  of  rage  and  despair.  ^  What  desperate 
measures  their  chief  leader  proposed,  and  what  a  full  consent  of 
treason  against  both  queen  and  country  those  desperate  measures 
met  with. 

^*  T]|e  fibst  of  hell,  and  the  rage  of  a  million  of  derils  be  on 
tbia  cnrs^  staff,  said  he,  flinging  the  purse,  &c.  on  the  groundv 
It  is  he  that  has  rained  us  and  broken  all  our  measures  I  Did  not 
I  warn  you  from  breaking  with  him  ?  said  he ;  I  told  you  always 
it  was  impossible  to  suppUi^t  him  with  the  queen.  Thit  she  oouldl 
I^^  hftiirliifli  speak,  such  was  tho  magic  of  hip  tongue,  without 
beipg  epch^ted  with  his  words ;  ai^d  that  if  hp  got  but  tlie  (iber^ 
for  nre  words  he  would  undo  us  all. 

<<  Give  away  tiie  staff!  said  the  Bis ....  By  Lucifer  I  could 
not  hare  belie?ed  she  durst  hare  done  it !  What  can  we  do  with- 
out it  I  We  liikTe  but  pne  way  left,  Frmice  imd  the  bwf ul  heir  s 
it  mqst  anA.fhaU  be  4one,  by  God« 

^^  But  whether  do  I  launch  ?  This  is  a  scene  of  such  conse* 
^nences,  filled  with  such  a  complication  of  Tillany,  such  a  dis* 
corery  of  the  bhick  designs  of  great  numbers  of  men,  that  it  can« 
not  be  entered  upon  h^  1  it  must  be  relltted  in  a  Tolume  by 
ltself."..^Secret  History  of  the  White  Staff.  Lond.  1714,  8^ 
p.  46. 
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ping  answer,  as  you  say.  All  things  go  on  at  the 
usual  rate.  I  am  at  uncertainty  still  as  to  my  little 
office.  I  leave  them  to  do  just  as  they  please. 
George  Fielding  aud  Brigadier  Briton  are  grooms  of 
the  bedchamber,  which  does  not  seem  altogether 
the  doing  of  a  certain  great  man.  The  groom  of  the 
stole  is  still  uncertain,  lying  between  two  that  you 
know.  I  am  told  that  the  great  person  of  all  has 
spoke  more  contemptibly  of  the  dragon  than  of  any 
body,  and  in  very  hard  terms.  Has  not  he  managed 
finely  at  last,  ?  The  princess  gives  great  content  to 
every  body.  I  will  add  no  more,  being  to  write  on 
the  other  side  to  the  Dean ;  whu:h  pray  forward. 


TO  SIR  ARTHUR  LANGFORD. 

Trim,  Oct  30,  I7l4. 

Sir, 
I  WAS  to  wait  on  you  the  other  day,  and  was  told 
by  your  servant  that  you  are  not  to  be  seen  till  to- 
ward evening,  which,  at  the  distance  I  am  at  this 
tin^e  of  the  year,  cannot  easily  be  compassed.  My 
principal  business  was,  to  let  you  know,  that  since 
my  last  return  from  England  many  persons  have 
Complained  to  me,  that  I  suffered  a  conventicle  to 
be  kept  in  my  parish,  and  in  a  place  where  there 
never  was  any  before.  I  mentioned  this  to  your 
nephew  Rowley  in  Dublin,  when  he  came  to  me 
with  this  message  from  you  :  but  I  could  not  pre- 
vail with  him  to  write  to  you  about  it.  I  have  al- 
ways looked  upon  you  as  an  honest  gentleman,  of 
great  charity  and  piety  in  your  way ;  and  I  hope 
you  will  remember  at  the  same  time,  that  it  be- 

1 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BFISTOtAftT  COBftBfPOKDBNCB.  351 

comes  you  to  be  a  legal  man,  and  that  you  will  Qot 
promote  nor  encourage,  much  less  give  a  beginning 
to  a  thing  directly  contrary  to  the  law.  •  You  know 
the  dissenters  in  Ireland  are  suffered  to  have  their 
conventicles  only  by  connivance,  and  that^  only  in 
places  where  they  formerly  used  to  meet.  Wheread 
this  conventicle  of  yours  is  a  new  thing,  in  a  new 
place  entirely  of  your  own  erection,  and  perverted 
to  this  ill  use  from  the  design  you  outwardly  seemed 
to  have  intended  it  for.  It  has  been  the  iveakness 
of  the  dissenters  to  be  too  sanguine  and  assuming 
upon  events  in  the  state  which  appeared  to  give 
them  the  least  encouragement ;  and  this,  in  other 
turns  of  afi'airs,  has  proved  very  much  to  their  dis- 
advantage. The  most  moderate  churchmen  may 
be  apt  to  resent,  when  they  see  a  sect,  without 
toleration  by  law,  insulting  the  established  religion. 
Whenever  the  legislature  shall  think  fit  to  give  them 
leave  to  build  new  conventicles,  all  good  churchmen 
will  submit:  but  till  then  we  can  hardly  see  it 
without  betraying  our  church.  I  hope,  therefore, 
you  will  not  think  it  hard  if  I  take  those  methods 
which  my  duty  obliges  me,  to  prevent  this  growing 
eyii  as  far  as  it  lies  in  my  power,  unless  you  shall 
think  fit,  from  your  own  prudence,  or  the  advice  of 
some  understanding  friends,  to  shut  up  the  doors 
of  that  conventicle  for  the  future.  I  am,  with  true 
friendship  and  esteem.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

B. 
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rROU  ERASMUS  LEWIS,  ESa. 

Not.  4,  1714- 
SiK, 
I  HAVE  one  letter  from  you  to  acknowledge^ 
which  I  will  do  very  soon.     In  the  oieah  time  I  send 
this  to  acquaint  you,  that  if  you  have  not  already 
hid  your  papers  in  some  private  place  in  the  hand^ 
of  a  trusty  friend,  I  fear  they  will  fall  into  the  hands 
of  our  enemies.    Sure  you  have  already  taken  cc(re 
in  this  matter,  by  what  the  public  prints  told  yoa 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  great  men  toward  the  Earl 
of  Strafr<Nrd  and  Mr  Prior.    However,  for  greater 
caution,  this  is  sent  you  by*"''  ■■. 
I  am,  &c. 


FROM  DR  ARBUTHNOT  TO  MR  FORD.^ 

Not.  1714. 
Dear  Friend, 
I  HOPE  this  will  find  you  in  good  health ;  and  I 
hope  in  greater  tranquillity  of  mind  than  when  we 
used  to  lament  together  at  your  office  for  the  eternal 
faults  of  our  friends.  I  have  seen  the  dragon  thrice 
sinoe  I  wrote  to  you.  He  is  without  shadow  of 
change ;  the  greatest  example  of  an  unshaken  tran- 
quillity of  mind,  that  ever  I  yet  saw,  seeming  per- 
fectly well  satisfied  with  his  own  conduct  in  every 


♦  Endorsed,  «  Receited  Decs  2, 1714.**— H. 
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particidar.  Yon  know'  we  hftvcf  often  said,  that 
tbdre  is  but  one  dragon  in  rtrwn  naturd.  I  do  not 
know  wttat  hethinlcS)  hvA  I  anr  perfectly  well  satis- 
fiedt  ttnit  there  will  not  be  that  one  dragon  left,  if 
soiUe  people  faaire  their  wilL  Haly  Bassa,  they  say, 
struggles  for  his  son-in4aw.  It  is  generotis  and 
gk'idiml.  There  is  a  prodigious  qu^urrel  been 
him  iiiid  the  president  about  it**  I  have  given 
ywx  the  trouble  of  the  adfoikied  for  the  Dean,  9i 
also  a  scrap  of  a  letter  for  him  which  we  had  begun 
at  bttir  dub,  btit  did  not  finish ;  Dr  Pamell  not 
goiog^  as  he  said. 

I  amnot  yet  out^  but  expect  to  besoon.    Adieu. 

I  had  almost  forgot  to  tell  you  of  the  Pretender's  de- 
claration, in  which  there  are  words  to  this  pur* 
poset  ^^That  he  had  no  reason  to  doubt  of  the 
good  intention  of  his  sister,  which  was  the  reason 
that  he  sat  quiet  in  her  time;  but  now  was  dis^ 
appointed  by  tiie  deplorable  accident  of  her  sud- 
dencfeaih/' 


FROM  THE  SAMKt 

Nor.  1714. 
Delr  Brotueb, 
I  SEND  you  the  scrap  of  a  letter  beg^m  to  you 
by  the  whole  society^  because  I  suppose  you  even 
value  the  fi-agments  of  your  ftiends«    The  honest 


•  Daaid,  Earl  of  NottiiigliaiiL*-8» 

f  Written  on  the  mm  pftper  witli4hiJ^U»— N. 
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gentleman,*;  at  whose  lodgings  we  wrote,  is  gone 
for  France.  I  really  value  your  judgment  extrroiely 
in  choosing  your  friends.  I  think  worthy  Mr  Ford 
is  an  instance  of  it,  being  an  honest,  seiKjible,  firtti, 
friendly  man,  et  quatis  ab  inceptu  processerat^  S[cr 
Though,  by  the  way,  praising  your  judgment  is  a 
little  compliment  to  myself,  which  I  arn  apt  to  fatt 
into  of  late,  nobody  now  being  at  the  trouble  of 
doing  it  for  me.  The  Pai*nellian,  who  was  to  hare 
carried  this  letter,  seem  to  have  changed  his  mind 
by  some  sudden  turn  in  his  affairs.;  but  I  wish  his 
hopes  may  not  be  the  effect  of  some  accidental  thing 
working  upon  his  spirits,  rather  than  any  well- 
grounded  project. 

If  it  be  any  pleasure  to  you,  I  can  assure  you 

that  you  are  remenibered  kindly  by  your  friends, 

and  I  believe  not  altogether  forgot  by  your  enemies. 

I  think  both  is  for  your  reputation.     I  am  told,  that 

I  am  to  lose  my  little  preferment  tf  however,  I  hope 

to  be  able  to  keep  a  little  habitation  warm  in  town. 

I  cannot  but  say,  I  think  there  is  one  thing  in  your 

circumstatnce,   that  must  make  any  man   happy: 

which  is,  a  liberty  to  preach.     Such  a  prodigious 

privilege,  that  if  it  did  not  border  upon  simony,  I 

could  really  purchase  it  for  a  sum  of  money.     For 

my  part,  I  never  imagine  any  man  can  be  uneasy, 

that  has  the  opportunity  of  venting  himself  to  a 

whole  congregation  once  a-week.     And  you  mjty 

pretend  what  you  will,  I  am  sure  you  think  so  too, 

or  you  do  not  judge  right.     As  for  news,  I  never 

iliquire  about  it.     Fuimus   Troesy  8Cc.     Sed  nunc 

f€7*ox 'Jupiter  transtulit  omnia  ad  Argos, 


♦  The  Duke  of  Ormond— N. 

f  His  post  of  physician  to  the  royal  household. 
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My  present  politics  is  to  give  oo  disturbance  to 
the  present  folks  in  the  due  exercise  of  their  power, 
for  fear  of  forcing  them  to  do  very  strange  things, 
rather  than  part  with  what  they  jove  so  well.  Un- 
toward reports  in  the  country  will  make  elections 
dearer,  which  I  am  sorry  for.  The  dragon,  I  am 
afraid,  will  be  struck  at.    Adieu,  in  haste. 

I  must  not  forget  to  tell  you  a  passage  of  the  Pre* 
tender's  declaration  to  this  purpose  ^'  That  he 
had,  &G."*      ^ 


TO  MONSIEUR  GIRALDLf 

De  Dublin  en  Irelaade, 
Fefricr  25, 1714-15. 

Monsieur, 
Je  prens  la  liberty  de  vous  presenter  le  porteur  de 
celui-ci,  Monsieur  Howard,  gentilhomme  savant  et 
de  condition  de  ce  pays-ci ;  qui  pretend  de  faire  le 
tour  d*  Italic ;  et  qui  6tant  chanoine  en  mon  doyenti6 
et  professeur  de  college  ici,  veut  en  voyageant  parmi 
les  catholiques  s'opiniatrer  plus  dans  son  her^sie. 
Et  apr^s  tout,  monsieur,  il  n'est  que  juste,  puisque 
vous  avez  derob6  notre  franchise  Angloise  pour 
Tajouter  k  votre  politesse  Italienne,  que  quelques-uns 
de  nous-autres  tramontanes  devoient  en  voyageant 
chez  vous  faire  des  repr6$ailles.  Vous  me  souffrirez 
aussi  de  vous  prier  de  presenter  mes  tres  humbles 
devoirs  k  son  altesse  royale  le  Grand  Due. 


*  As  in  the  coBcIosion  of  his  last  letter, 
f  Secretary  to  the  Dakc  of  Tuscany,— -H. 
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Pour  mon  parltculter,  monsieiir,  je  preiwr  la  libette 
de  v(m9  d)ire^  ique  detax  mois  dcivant  la  mort  de  b 
reiiie,  voyatit,  cpa'it  itbit  toiiui-fait  imposstbte  de 
raiecommoder  mes  amis  da  minist^re^  je  i^e  retind  it 
la  campagM;  en  Berkshire^d'oil  apr^  ee  tnste  iyktm^ 
sHent  je  sais  vena  en  Yrlande;  ok  je  demeure  ed 
mon  doyenne,  etattens  dtvec  I«  r^sEtgnation  d*uAb6flt 
Chretien  la  mine  de  noft*e  cause  et  de  mes  amis, 
menace  toa^  les  jours  par  la  faction  dominante^ 
iCar  ces  m^sieurs  sont  tout-k-foit  r^solu  de  tratncher 
une  demi-douzaine  de  tStes  des  meillenres<P Angle* 
terre,  et  que  vous  avez  fort  bien  connues  et  estim^es. 
Dieu  sait  quel  en  sera  I'^venement  Pour  moi  j'ai 
quitt^  pour  jamais  la  politique,  et  avec  la  permission 
des  bonnes  gens  ^ui  sont  maintenant  en  vogue,  je 
demeurerai  la  reste  de  ma  vie  en  mon  hermitage 
pjQur  songer  k  mon  salut. 

Adieu^  monsieur^  et  me  faites  la  justice  de  croire, 
que  je  suis>  avec  beaucoup  de  respect^  monsieur, 
votre^  &c. 


TO  MR  POPE. 


Dublio^  June  Wy  1715. 

My  lord  Brsh6p  of  Clogher  *  gave  me  yonr  kind 
letter  full  of  reproaches  for  my  not  writii^.  I  Mi 
Naturally  no  very  exact  correspondent,  and  when  I 
leave  a  country  v^ithout  probability  of  returning,  i 


«  Dr  St  George  Ashe,  formerlja  fellow  o(  Tnnitr  College 
DubliD,  (to  wbom  the  Desm  wKs  a  papil).  afterward  Bishop  of 
Clogher,  1607;  and  tnmslatsd  to  the  see  of  Deny  in  1710-1^« 
It  was  be  who  married  Swift  to  Mr»  Johnson,  l7l6Afi  aod 
performed  the  ceremony  in  a  gftrden.«-»Dr  Wartoit. 
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Ainic  af  iddofn  as  i  can  of  what  I  loved  or  esteemed 
in  it,  to  avoid  the  desiderium  which  of  all  thingB 
makes'  life  most  uneasy.  But  you  must  give  . 
me  leav^  to  add  one  thing,  that  vou  talk 'at  your 
ease,  being  wholly  unconcerned  in  public  events : 
for  if  your  friends  the  whigs  ♦  continue,  yon  may 
hope  itift  some  favour;  if  the  tories  return,  f  ^oji 
are  at  least  sure  of  quiet.  You  know  how  well  I 
loved  both  Lord  Oxford  and  Bolingbroke,  and  how 
dearllie  Duke  of  Ormond  is  to  me:  do  you  imagine 
I  can  be  easy  while  their  enemies  are  endeavouring 
totidM  offtheirheadsj  I  nunc ,  et  verms  tecum  me- 

ditare  canards Do  you  imagine  I  can  be  easy, 

when  I  think  of  the  probable  consequences  of  these 
proceedings,  perhaps  upon  the  very  peace  of  the  na- 
tion, but  certainly  of  the  minds  of  so  many  hundred 
thousand  good  subjects  P  Upon  the  whole,  you  may 
truly  attribute  my  silence  to  the  eclipse,  but  it 
was  that  eclipse  which  happened  on  the  first  of 
August.  { 


*  Pop«  cannot,  Droni  kb  religioa,  be  wafpomd  to  iMifif  lad  • 
tioknt  partialitj  for  the  hoase  of  Hanorer.  But  be  kMd  Bomb 
po^arful  f riendi  aoMog  the  whig  partj,  and  for  some  time  seem, 
ad  to  pMsenra  a  sart  oif  literary  o^itralitr  in  polities. 

f  In  a  manascript  letter  of  Lord  ooliagbroka  it  is  said^ 
^  that  George  I.  set  out  from  Hano?er  widi  a  resolation  of  op- 
|»essiagiio  set  of  men  tlutt  would  be  qokt  subjects.  But  as 
aaoft  aa  he  came  into  HoUand  a  contnuy  resolution  was  takepi 
at  the  earnest  importunity  of  the  allies,  and  particularif  of 
Jbiaiius,  and  some  of  the  whigs*  Lprd  Tow^shend  came 
triumphing  to  acquaint  Lord  Somers  with  all  the  measuses  af 
proscription  and  persecution  which  they  intended,  and  to  wbich 
the  king  had  at  last  consented.  Ti^  old  peer  asked  what  be 
meaat,  and  abed  tears  on  the  foresight  of  mcasureii  ttke  those  of 
the  &oman  Tri«nTirate."-^r  WAavpir. 

t  Tiiere  was  a  great  eclipse  at  dds  time.  He  aHodes  te  tba 
deatb  of  Queen  Anna  on  the  let  of  A4igi»st*>-Bawx.i^. 

VOL.  XVI.  R 
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I  borrowed  your  Homer  from  the  bishop  (mine 
is, not  vet  landed),  and  read  it  out  in  two  evenings: 

If  it  pleases  others  as  well  as  me,  you  have  got 
your  end  in  profit  and  reputation :  yet  I  am  angry  at 
some  J>ad  rhymes  and  triplets^  and  pray  in  your 
next  do  not  let  me  hav^e  so  m^ny  unjustifiable 
rhymes  *  to  war  and  gods.  I  tell  you  all  the  faults 
I  know,  only  in  one  or  two  places  you  are  a  little 
too  obscure:  but  I  expected  you  to,  be  so  in  one 
or  two  and  twenty.  I  have  heard  no  foul  talk  of 
it  here,  for  indeed  it  is  not  come  over ;  nor  do  we 
.very  much  abound  in  judges,  at  least  I  have  not  the 
/  honour  to  be  acquainted  with  them.  Your  notes 
are  perfectly  good,  and  so  are  your  preface  and 
essay;  t  .  You  were  pretty  bold  in  mentionipg  Lord 
Bolingbroke  in  that  preface.  J  ^  1  saw  the  Key  to  the 
Lock  but  yesterday :  I  think  you  have  changed  it 
a  good  deal,  to  adapt  it  to  the  present  times.  § 

God  be  thanked  I  have  yet  no  ps^liamentary 


♦  He  was  frequently  carping  at  Pope  for  bad  rhymes  in  many 
otbeir  partis  of  his  jrorks.     His  own  were  remarkably  exact.— 

DrWAETON.      ' 

+  GiTen  to  him  by  Parnell ;  and  with  which  Pope  told  Mr 
Spence,  he  was  never  well  satisfied,  though  he  corrected  itagaia 
tind  again.— Dr  Warton* 

+  The  notice  is  brief  though  respectful.  It  barely  inthnateij, 
**  That  such  a  genius  as  my  Lord  Bolingbroke^  not  more  "distin- 
guished in  the  great  scenes  of  business  than  in  all  the  useful  and 
entertaining  parts  of  learning,  has  not  refused  to  be  the  critic  of 
these  sheets,  and  the  patron  of  their  writer."— Pope's  Preface  to 
the  Iliad. 

§  Put  these  two  observations  together,  and  it  will  appear  that 

Mr  Pope  was  never  wanting  to  his  friends  for  fear  of  party,  nor 

.  would  he  insult  a  ministry  to  humour  them.     He  said  of  himself^ 

and  I  believe  he  said  truly,  that  *'  he  never  wrote  a  line  to  gratify 

.  the  animosity  of  any  one  party  at  the  expence  of  another."    ^ 

the  "  Letter  to  a  noble  Lord.'' — Wa^burton. 
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business,  and  if  they  have  none  with  me,  I  shall 
never  seek  their  acquaintance.  I  have  not  been  very 
fond  of  them  for  some  years  past,  not  when  I 
thought  them  tolerably  good;  and  therefore  if  I 
can  get  leave  to  be  absent,  I  shall  be  much  inclined 
to  be  on  that  side  when  there  is  a  parliament  on 
this :  but  truly  I  must  be  a  little  easy  in  my  mind  ♦ 
before  T  can  think  of  Scriblerus. 

You  are  to  understand  that  I  live  in  the  corner 
of  a  vast  unfurnished  house:  my  family  consists 
of  a  steward,  a  groom,  a  helper  in  the  stable,  a  foot- 
]nan,  and  an  old  maid,  who  are  all  at  board  wages, 
arid  when  I  do  not  dine  abroad,  or  make  an  enter- 
tainment (which  last  is  very  rare),  I  eat  a  mutton 
pie,  and  drink  half  a  pint  of  wine  :  my  amusements 
are  defending  my  small  dominions. against  the  arch* 
bishop,  and  endeavouring  to  reduce  my  rebellious 
choir.  Perditur  hac  inter  misero  lux.  I  desire  you 
will  present  my  humble  service  to  Mr  Addison, 
Mr  Congreve,  Mr  Rowe,  and  Gay. 

I  am,  and  will  be  always,  extremely  yours,  &c. 

Jon*  Swift. 


♦  Never  was  exhibited  so  strong  and  lamentable  a  picture  of 
disappointed  ambition  as  in  this  and  some  other  letters  of  the 
Dean.  When  we  consider  the  fidelity  and  ability  wkh  which  he 
served  the  queen's  last  ministry,  we  are  surprised  that  they  gave 
him  no  higher  preferment,  but  banished  him,  as  it  were,  to  Ire* 
land.  The  fact  is,  his  friends,  though  ministers,  had  it  not  in 
their  power  to  do  more  for  'him  than  they  did  j  but,  as  is  tho 
constant  practice  of  all  ministers,  artfully  concealed  from  him 
their  inability^  to  serve  him,  to  keep  hjm  steady  in  his  dependence 
on  them.— Dr  Waeton. 
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TO  THE  EARL  OF  OXFORD. 

Dublta,  Jaly  19,  1715. 
My  Lord, 
It  may  look  like  an  idle  or  officious  thing  intne,to 
give  your  lordship  any  interruption  under  your  pre- 
sent circumstances :  yet  I  could  never  forgive  my- 
self, if,  after  being  treated  for  several  years  with  the 
greatest  kindness  and  distinction,  by  a  person  of 
your  lordship's  virtue,  I  should  omit  making  you 
at  this  time  the  humblest  offers  of  my  poor  service 
and  attendance.     It  is  the  first  time  I  ever  solicited 
you  in  my  own  behalf;  and  if  I  am  refused,  it  will 
be  the  first  request  you  ever  refused  me,     I  do  not 
think  myself  obliged  to  regulate  my  opinions  by  the 
proceedings  of  a  house  of  lords  or  commons ;  and 
therefore,  however  they  may  acquit  themselves  in 
your  lordship's  case,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  think- 
ing and  calling  your  lordship  the  ablest  and  faith- 
fullest  minister,  and  truest  lover  of  your  country, 
that  this  age  has  produced:  and  I  have  already  ta- 
ken care  that  you  shall  be  so  represented  to  posteri- 
ty, in  spite  of  all  the  rage  and  malice  of  your  ene- 
mies.   And  this  I  know  will  not  be  wholly  indiffe- 
rent to  your  lordship;  who,  next  to  a  good  con- 
science, always  esteemed  reputation  your  best  pos- 
session.   Youf  intrepid  behaviour  under  this  prose- 
cution astonishes  every  one  but  me,  who  know  you 
80  well,  and  how  little  it  is  in  the  power  of  human 
actions  or  events  to  discompose  you.     I  have  seen 
your  lordship  labouring  under  great  difficulties,  and 
exposed  to  great  dangers,  and  overcoming  both,  by 
the  providence  of  God,  and  your  own  wisdom  and 
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courage.  Your  life  has  been  already  attempted  bv 
private  malice ;  it  is  now  pursued  by  public  resent- 
ment. Nothing  else  remained.  You  were  destined 
to  both  trials;  and  the  same  power  which  delivered 
you  oat  of  the  paws  of  the  lion  and  the  bear,  wil^ 
I  trust,  deliver  you  out  <rf'  the  hands  of  the  uncircum- 
cised. 

I  can  write  nomoire.  You  snflferfor  a  good  cause  j 
for  having  preserved  your  country,  and  for  having 
been  ^e  great  instrument,  under  God,  of  his  pre* 
sent  majesty*s  peaceable  accession  to  the  throne. 
This  I  know,  and  this  your  enemies  know  :  and  this 
Iwilltake  care  tha^  all  the  world  shaH  know,«md  fv^ 
tore  ages  be  convinced  of  <yod  Almighty  protect 
3rou,  and  continue  to  you  that  fortitude  and  magpa^ 
imnity  he  has  endowed  yen  with  !  Farewell. 

Jon.  Swift. 


FROM  DR  ARBUTHNOT-. 

Aug.  6|  Y7l5. 

I  RECEIVED  your  Very  Heraclitian  letter.  I  am 
binder  than  you :  I  desire  to  hear  your  complaints^ 
and  will  always  share  them,  when  I  cannot  removie 
tlienu  I  should  have  the  same  concern  for  things 
^ts  you,  were  I  not  convinced  that  a  comet  wiU  make 
mudh  more  strange  revolutions  upon  the  face  of  our 
globe,  than  all  the  petty  changes  that  c^  be  occa- 
sioned by  governments  and  ministers.  And  you 
^11  allow  it  to  be  A  malti^  of  importance,  to  think 
pf  niethods  to  save  one's  self  and  family  in  sudh  a 
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terrible  shock,  when  this  whole  earth  will  turn  upon 
jriew  poles,  and  revolve  in  a  new  orbit.  I  consider 
myself  as  a  poor  pai^senger;  and  "  that  the  earth  is 
not  to  be  forsaken,  nor  the  rocks  removed  for  me." 
But  you  ^e  certainly  some  -first  minister  of  a  great 
monarch,  who,  for  some  misbeha;viour,are  condemn- 
ed, in  this  revolution  of  things,  to  govern  a  chapter, 
and  a  choir  of  singing-men.  I  ain  sure  I  should 
thii^k. myself  happy,  if  I  liad  only  such  a  province 
^tjie  latter.  Certainly  your  cji^p^er  is  too  peace- 
at3J,e,,  and  iipt  like  oth/er  chapters  j  else  they  would 
^iyetyqu  mpre  occupation.  You  see  I  begin  with 
philosophy.  As  to  business,  I  this  moment  saw  the 
clragoi^.  He  had  your  letters,  and  shewed  thepi  tome 
some  time  ^.go,  and  seems,  to  be  mighty  fopd  of  the 
project;*  only  he  is  to  be  at  Wiaiple,andnot;iinJH[erer 
fordshire,  and  it  is  but  a  step  farther.  He  is  to  write 
this  night,  if  you  believe  him,  to  that  very  purpose; 
nay,  I  am  to  have  the  letter  to  inclose,  and  I  intend 
to  keep  mine  open  till  eleven.  ,  It  is  strange  that  you 
should  imagine  the  dragon  had  cast  his  exuvia  in 
his  denf,  or  that  confinement  is  a  cure  for  inactivi- 
ty; so  far  from  it,  all  these  habits  are  ten  times 
stronger  upon  him  than  ever.  Lewis  will  furnish 
you  with  a  collection  of  new  stories,  that  are  as  far 
beyond  the  old  ones  as  you  can  imagine.  Thcre- 
lore  I  say  again,  come,  and  you  will  be  far  from 
finding  any  such  dismal  scenes  as  you  describe. 
Your  own  letter  will  furnish  you  with  topics  to  con- 
quer your  melancholy.  For  in  such  a  mutability, 
what  is  it  that  must  not  in  time  ca^t  up?  Even  the 


'  ^  'Alluding  to  the  visit  Swift  offered  htm. 
tV  9^  w^  BCfrt  to  the^Tower.— H^ 
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return  of  that  brother  *  you  mention.  And  as  phi- 
losophical as  I  am,  I  should  he  very  sad  if  I  did  not 
think  that  very  probable  and  feasible.  As  to  your, 
friends,  though  the  world  is  changed  to  them,  they 
are  not  changed  to  you ;  and  you  will  be  caressed 
as  nnuch  as  ever,  and  by  some  that  bore  you  no  good 
will  formerly.  Do  you  think  there  is  no  pl^ure 
in  hearing  the  Hanover  club  t  deolalin  upM^  ^he 
clemency  and  gentleness  of  the  late  reign,  and'a 
thot^and  stranger  things  ?  As  for  the  constitutioi^ 
it  is  in  no  more  danger  than  a  strong  man  that  hte 
got  a  little  surfeit  by  drunkenness.  All  will  be  well, 
and  people  recover  their  sober  senses  every  day. 
Several  of  your  friends  dine  with  me  to-day.  Lady 
Masham ;  Jo.  Drummotid,  the  judge,  &c. ;  when 
you  wiM  be  remembered.  I  wish  I  could  return 
your  complfitients  as  to  my  wife  and  bairns.  Sure 
you  are  a  very  ill  husband,  for  you  had  the  complete 
thousand  when  you  was  in  England,  and  sixpence 
of  another  thousand  given  by  the  dragon.  I  remem* 
ber  that  full  well.  Lewis  is  gone  his  progress.  I 
shall  be  at  Bath  in  a  fortnight.  Come  that  way. 
Adieu. 

\  really  think  the  person  I  recommended  will  do 
well ;  he  will  be  quite  anotherthing  before  Mi- 
chaelmas, with  Rosingrave's  teaching;  and  he  has 
a  good  voice. 


*  Bolingbroke— H. 

i-  HwioTer  club,  of  which  Ambrose  FbilipSj  Igsq*  was  lecrete- 
ry.— H. 
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i     !- 


JFROM  DR  FRIEND,* 

.     L  Westoi.  S^.  «Q^  1716. 

.,  I  441  much  oUtgdd  to  Lady  Kerry  ffkx  gmvig  yon 
90  occ^iiosa^  of  writings  and  sh^^U  always  b^  pleased 
ia  recoiyio^  aaj  compoands  fr<Hn  you. .  Mr  Fita- 
mauHce  f  i^  very  promisiDg,  and  a  favpwite;  of  min^ 
alrecKly.  I  had  never  seen  or  heard  from  my  one 
tkat  was  concerned  ffiv  him,  till  1  had,  the  fayour  of 
yourl ;  but  3(6  I  had  taken  a  particular  oati|ce  of  haft 
5H^hi«  own  jsiccount,  I  shall  now  dQ  it  inuoh  more 
ii^on  yours#  This  will  be  brought  to  you  by  your 
kifiH^nan^  Mr  Rolt.  I  am  glad  I  caateU  you^that  he 
liasbehiayed  himself  very  well  here.  H«  is  not  of 
l^e  highest  sort,  but  i§  very  sober  and  industrious, 
and  will  woirk  out  his  way,  and,  I  believe,  deserve 
any  encouragement  you  are  pleased  to  ^ve  him. 
Things  are  in  aid  odd  posture  withusat  present ;  and 
the  state  of  banishment  you  are  in,  may  be  endured 
without  much  regret ;  however,  I  shall  hope  in  a 
litUe  time  to  see  you  here;,  when  more  of  your  friend$ 
are  in  town. 

The  bishop  ^  and  my  brother  §  are  much  yours, 
and  very  desirous  of  a  happy  meeting  with  you. 
Before  this  can  be  with  you,  you  will  be  able  t^ 


f  He  had  beat  pkced  at  the  school  by  Swift— N. 
^  Dr  Francis  Atterbary,  bishop  of  Rochester.— B» 
S  John  Friend^  M.  D— B. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


StlSVaLAEY  COSmBSPOMDUICl.  d65 

guess  liow  9000  that  majr  happen*    Mlty  it  be  as 
ooM  at  U  wished  by^  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  And  fiuthlid  himible.  servant^ 

R.   FftflSKD. 


FROM  THE  DUCHESS  OF  ORMOND. 

Oct  17, 1715. 
Sib, 
I  WAS  extremely  pleased  to  find  ycm  had  not  for- 
got  ycfpiT  friends^  when  it  is  so  hard  for  them  to  write 
to  yon,  and  by  their  tJoncem  for  vcni,  put  you  in 
mind  of  them.  But  I  find  no  misfortaties'  can  les^ 
netk  your  friendship,  which  is  so  great  as  to  hUod 
yett  6f  iflie  ^ide  of  i)ieir  ik«lhs,  and  make  ytm  believe 
you  see  viftnes  in  thefti,  it  Wefre  happy  for  them  they 
enjoyed  in  any  degree ;  for,  I  am  sure,  some  of 
those  you  named  are  much  wanted  at  this  time.  I 
was,  as  you  heard,  very  well  pleased,  that  myfriend* 
was  safe  as  to  his  person,  bat  very  uneasy  at  seeing 
his  reputation  ifo  treated.  As  to  his  fortune,  it  is  yet 
in  dispute.  However,  ad  long  ai^  he  is  ^ell,  I  am 
satisfied.'  ,If  18  with  difficulty  T  do  hear ;  but  now 
and  ikeu  a  straggling  body  brings  me  an  account  of 
lum :  for  there  has  been  no  encouragement  to  wdta 
by  the  post,  aH  ktters  miscarrying  that  efthw  he  or 


*  Thedake,  who,  being  suspected  of  treMonable  j^racticei  of 
designs,  went  abroad.— K 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S66  .SPI8T0LARY  COeEESl'OKDBireX. 

I  hawre i wrot^  thai  way,  thai;:  .we .  have  gi wn  it  ov^ 
now,  and  trust  to  accident  cfpr^ the  lUeirsi  of  each 
Qther.  )  I  bofne  I  shall  hear:  ffMn  you  oitenerdlbah  I 
have  done  for*  some  months  past :  for  no  friend  you 
hav^  has  more  respect  for  you,  than  your  most 
humble  servant. 

Your  niece  Betty  *  is  jroftr  humble  servant. 


¥6  BISHOP  ATTERBURV.f 

Dublin,  March  24.  1715—16. 
My  Lord, 
As  m^h  of  yOur  lordship^s  thoughts  and  time 
Arie;  employed  bX  present,  yoii  must  give  mte  leave  to 
interrupt  them^  and  ^hicji  is  wotse,  for  a  trifle; 
though,  hy  tine  accidents  qf  time  and  party;  of  some 
tonsequence  and  great,  vexation  to  me.  I  am  here 
at  the  head  of  three  and  twenty  dignitaries  tod  pre* 
bemdai^ies,  whereof  the  mtj^jor  part,  differing,  from  me 
in  principles,  have  taken  a  fancy  to  oppoi^0  rfie  upon 


♦  Her  Crrace's  daughter —H;  .  • 
(  .  t  SjvFilt'S;CorrQ$poiicl^iic6  wi^  Arcbbishop  Kipg>  tod  been  at  all 
fimes^ratbeii  for^aj^tjiaii  cordial,  but  upon  his  settling  Jn  Dublin 
andean  pf  St' Patrick's,  so  many  disputed  points,  ^f  charcU-ju* 
r^sdi^tidji  oceurred^  as  sefem  to  have  increased  their  codlness  into 
aotiiiii*d)scol:dj  The  inkn  alludes  to  the  warfare  whi(^  he  suspect- 
ed'^Tchbf  shop  J^ing  fpmenti^  in  his  chapter  in  a  prbceding  letter 
tpPope,  p.. ^9.  where  he  mentions  th,e  task  of  defending  his  domi. 
nions  against  the  archbishop,  and  of  subduing  his  rebellious  choir, 
as  his  most  important  employments.  The  object  of  this  letter  was 
to  consult  Atterbury  on  some  of  the  points  in  dispute,  and  the  pre- 
late's answer  i^  not  very  faTourableto  the  legali^  of  Swift's  pr&- 
lennons.  ■    . 
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all  occasioni  in  thechapter-hotise;  and  a  ringleader 
aoriong  them  4ms  presumed  to  debate  my  power  of 
proposing,  or  my  negative,  though  it  is  what  the 
deans  of  this  cathedral  have  possessed  f6r  time  im- 
memorial, and  what  has  never  been  once  disputed. 
Our  constitution  was  taken  from  that  of  Sarum ;  and 
the  knowledge  of  what  is  practised  there  in  the  like 
case  would  be  of  great  use  to  me.  I  have  written 
this  post  to  Dr  Younger,*  to  desire  he  would  inform 
me  in  this  matter;  but  having  only  a  slender  ac- 
quaintaace  with  him,  I  would  beg  your  lordship  to 
second  my  request,  that  the  dean  would  please  to 
let  me  know  the  practice  of  his  cathedral,  and  his 
power  in  this  point.  I  would  likewise  desire  your 
lordship  to  let  me  know  how  it  is  at  Westminster^ 
and  the  two  other  cathedrals,  with  whose  customs 
yofu  may  be^acquainted. 

Pray,  my  lord,  pardon  this  idle  request  from  one 
that  loves  and  esteems  you,  as  you  know  I  dp.  I 
once  thought  it  would  never  be  my  misfortune  to  en- 
tertain you  at  so  scurvy  a  rate,  at  least  not  at  so 
great  a  distance,  or  with  so  much  constraint : 

'<  Sis  felix,  nostniin^ae  letes  [I  do  ii«t  Mke  quicuttquef]  labo- 

rem : 
Et  qao  sub  coelo  tandem,  quibos  orbb  in  oris 
Jactemur,  doceas.*' 

The  greatest  felicity  I  now  have  is,  that  I  am  ut- 
terly ignorant  of  the  most  public  events  that  happen 
in  the  world : 

<<  Multa  gemens  ignominiam  plagasque,*'  &c. 


*  D.  D.  of  Magdalen  College^  Oxford,  and  dean  of  Sarum,  or 
Salisbury. 

f  The  quctcunque  of  Virgil  was  more  favourable  to'tbe  zealous 
admirers  of  the  memory  of  Queen  Anne^^N. 
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I  am  with  tfie  greategt  respect  and  trutfa,  my  lord, 
your  lordship's  mast  dottfid  and  aaoit  humble  scr- 
tttUt, 

Jon.  Swift. 


FROM  BISHOP  ATTERBURY. 

Brcnnky^*  April  6,  1716. 
Good  Mb  Dbak, 

My  gout  kept  me  iso  loi^  a  prisoner  at  Westedk* 
ster  this  winter,  that  I  hare  fixed  at  Bromley  tbif 
spring  Jtmch  sooner  than  erer  I  yet  did;  for  arbieb 
areason  my  meeting  with  Dr  Yosnger  wtti  be  more 
difficult  than  it  would  be,  had  I,  been  stiil  at^ 
steanery.f 

The  best  (or  rather  the  worst)  is,  that  I  bel^e  he 
can  say  nothingtoyoa  uponthe  matter  about  wfaidi 
you  write,  which  will  please  you.  His  dean^y  J 
IS  of  the  dd  fooBdation,  and  in  all  such  foundations 
ihie  deaAs  have  moei^traordinary  power  or  privilege, 
and  are  nothing  more  than  residentiaries,  with  a  pe- 
culiar corps  belonging  to  them  as  deans ;  the  first 
of  the  chapter,  but  such  whose  presence  is  not  ne- 
cessary toward  the  dispatch  of  any  one  capitular  act, 
the  senior  residentiary  supplying  their  absence,  in 
every  case,  with  full  authority.  Thus,  I  say,  the 
case  generally  is  in  the  old  deaneries,  unless  where 
the  local  statutes  may  have  expressly  reserved  some 


*  Bromdr  in  Kent,  ivJiece  the  bishops  of  Rochester  hare  an 
episcopal  palace. — ii» 

+  Of  Westminster,  which  has  long  been  connected  with  the 
bishoprick  of  Rochester.^H.  j:  Of  Salisbury,— N. 
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peculiar  power  or  privilege  to  the  deaas  of  those 
churches.     But  none  of  them,  I  dare  say,  have  a 
negative,  either  by  common  law,  custom,  or  local 
statute.    Thus  much  to  shew  you,  that  a  nice  fiearch 
into  the  peculiar  rights  of  the  dean  of  Sanim  will  be 
needless,  if  not  mischievous  to  you*    The  three 
deaneries  §  which  I  have  had,  are  all  of  the  new 
foundation,  by  Henry  VIII.  or  Queen  Elizabeth.  In 
the  charters  of  all  there  is  a  clause,  empowering  the 
dean  to  make,  punish,  and  unmake  all  the  omcers. 
In  the  statutes  of  one  of  them  (Carlisle)  the  dean's 
consent,  in  all  the  graviores  caus^t,  is  made  express- 
ly necessary,  and  in  the  other  two  nothing  from  the 
foundation  of  those  churches  ever  passed  the  seal 
without  the  dean's  sigilletur  first  written  on  the  lease, 
presentation,  &c.  which  is  a  manifest  and  uncontest- 
ed proof  of  his  negative.    As  to  the  power  of  pro- 
posing, that  I  apprehend  not  to  be  exclusive  to  the 
other  members  of  chapters.    It  is  a  point  chiefly  of 
decency  and  convenience ;  the  dean  being  the  prin- 
cipal person,  and  supposed  best  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  affairs  of  the  church,  and  in  what  order 
they  are  fittest  to  be  transacted.     But  if  anv  one 
else  of  the  body  will  propose  any  thing,  and  the  rest 
of  the  chapter  will  debate  it,  I  see  not  how  the  dewn 
can  hinder  them,  unless  it  be  by  leaving  the  chap- 
ter ;  and  that  itself  will  be  of  no  moment  in  churches 
where  his  absence  does  not  break  up  and  dissolve 
the  chapter ;  as  it  does,  where  his  consent  to  any 
thing  there  treated  of  is  expressly  required  before  it 
can  pass  into  an  act.    Where,  indeed,  he  is  allowed 
such  a  negative,  he  is  generally  allowed  to  make  all 
proposals ;  because  it  would  be  to  no  purpose  for 


*  Curlidei  ChTitt.Cliiircfa,  and  Wattndai ter.— N. 
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any  one  to  make  a  proposition  which  he  can  quash 
by  a  dissent :  but  this  is  not,  I  say,  a  matter  of  right, 
but  prudence. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  best  advice  I  can  give  you 
is,  whatever  your  powers  are  by  statute  or  usage, 
not  to  insist  on  them  too  strictly  in  either  of  the 
eases  mentioned  by  you,  unless  you  are  very  sure 
of  tljie  favour  and  countenance  of  your  visitor.  The 
.  lawyers,  you  will  find,  whenever  such  points  come 
before  them  for  a  decision,  are  very  apt  to  disregard 
statutes  and  customs  in  such  cases ;  and  to  say  that 
their  books  make  the  act  of  the  majority  of  the  cor- 
poration the  legal  act  of  the  body,  without  consider- 
ing whether  the  dean  be  among  the  minority  or  not. 
And  therefore  your  utmost  dexterity  and  address 
will  be  necessary,  in  order  to  prevent  such  a  trial 
of  your  right  at  common  law ;  which,  it  is  ten  to  one 
(efspecially  as  things  now  stand),  will  go  against  you. 
If  the  refractory  part  of  your  chapter  are  stout,  and 
men  of  any  sense,  or  supported  underhand  (the  last 
of  these  is  highly  probable),  you  had  better  make 
use  of  expedients  to  decline  the  difficulty,  than  bring 
it  at  present  to  a  decision.  These  are  the  best  lights^ 
and  this  the  best  advice,  1  can  give  you,  after  a  long 
experience  of  the  natural  consequences  of  such 
struggles,  and  a  careful  search  into  the  foundation 
of  the  powers  and  privileges  claimed  and  disputed 
on  the  one  side  and  the  other.  I  wish  I  could  say 
any  thing  more  to  your  satisfaction,  but  I  cannot ; 
and  I  think,  in  all  such  cases,  the  best  instance  I  can 
give  you  of  my  friendship  is  not  to  deceive  you. 

There  is  a  statute*  in  the  latter  end  of  King  Henry 
the  Eighth*s  reign  worthy  of  your  perusal.    The 


*  SSHduVIII.  c.  37.-N. 
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title  of  it  relates  to  the  leases  of  hospitals,,  &c.  aod 
the  tenor  of  it  did,  in  my  apprehension,  seem  al- 
ways to  imply,  that  without  the  dean,  maat^r,  &c. 
nothing  could  be  legally  done  by  the  corporation. 
But  the  lawyers  will  not  allow  this  to  be  good  doc* 
trine,  and  say  that  statute  (notwithstanding  a  con- 
stant phrase  of  it)  determines  nothing  of  this  kind, 
and,  at  the  most,  implies  it  only  as  to  such  deaneries^ 
&c.  where  the  dean,  master,  &c.  have  the  right  of  a 
negative,  by  statute  or  usage.  A  few  lawyers  there 
are,  who  will  allow  even  thus  much.  I^  cannot  ex- 
plain myself  farther  on  that  head;  but,  when  you 
peruse  the  statute,  you  will  see  what  I  mean ;  though, 
after  all,  it  does  not,  I  believe,  include  Ireland, 
However,  I  look  upon  it  as  a  declaration  of  the  com- 
mon law  here  in  England. 

I  am  sorry  you  have  any  occasion  to  write  to  me 
on  these  heads,  and  much  sorrier  that  I  am  not  abl^ 
to  give  you  any  tolerable  account  of  th^m.  God 
forgive  those  who  have  furnished  me  with  this  know* 
lec%e,  by  involving  me  designedly  into  those  squab- 
bles.    I  thank  God,  I  have  forgiven  them. 

I  will  enter  into  nothing  but  the  inquiries  of  your 
letter,  and  therefore  add  not  a  word  more,  either  in 
English  or  Latin,  but  that  I  am,  with  great  esteem, 
good  Mr  Dean, 

Your  very  affectionate  humble  servant, 

Fb.  Ropfen. 


TO  BISHOP  ATTERBURY. 

April  18,  171fi. 

My  Lobd, 
I  AM  extremely  obliged  to  your  lordship  for  the 
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trouble  you  have  given  yourself  in  answering  ial 

length  a  v€fry  insignificant  letter!     I  shall  entirely 

f^loiv  your  lordship's  adrioe  to  the  best  of  my  fekffl: 

Your  conje^nures  from  whence  my  dlificiiltles  Cake 

their  rise  are  perfectly  true.     It  is  all  party.     Btft 

the  right  is  certainly  on  my  i^ide,  if  there  beany 

thing  in  constant  immemorial  custom.     Besides, 

though  the  first  scheme  of  this  cathedral  was  brought 

from  Sarum,  yet  by  several  subsequent  grants,' from 

popes,  kings,  archbishops,  and  acts  of  parliameat, 

the  dean  hae  great  prerogatives.  He  visits  the  chap 

ter  as  ordinary,  and  the  archbishop  only  visits  by 

the  dean.     The  dean  can  suspend  and  sequester  atqr 

member,  and  punishes  all  crime*  except  heresy,  and 

one  6r  two  more  reserved  for  the  archbishop.    No 

lease  can  be  let  without  him.     He  holds  a  court  leet 

in  his  district,  and  is  exempt  from  the  lord  mayor, 

Itc.    No  chapter  can  be  called  but  by  hiin,  and  he 

dissolves  them  at  pleasure.     He  disposes  absolutely 

of  the  petty  canons  and  vicars-choral  places.    All 

the  dignitaries,  &c.  swear  canonical  obedience  to 

him.  These  circumstances  piit  tog^her,  I  presume, 

may  alter  thi^  case  in  your  lordship's  judgment. 

Hbwever,  I  shall,  as  your  lordship  directs  me,  do 

«y  utmost  to  divert  this  coirtrdVersy  as  much  JW  I 

can.     I  must  add  one  thing,  that  no  dignitary  csm 

preside  without  a  power  from  the  dean,  who,  in  his 

absence,  mdkes  a  subdean,  and  limits  him  as  he 

pleases.    And  so  much  for  deaneries,  which  I  hope 

I  shall  never  trouble  yiMir  Jia^ddbip  with  again. 

I  send  this  enclosed,  and  without  superscription, 
to  be  sent  or  de^y^red  to  yQj^  by  a  famous  friend  of 
mine,  and  devoted  servant  of  your  lordship's. 

I  congratulate  with  England  for  joining  with  us 
here  in  the  fellowship  of  slavery.  It  is  not  so  ter- 
rible A  thitigus  you  imagine :  we  have  long  livedo  un- 
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der  it;  anfid  ^enever  you  are  disposed  to  know  how 
you  ought  to  behave  yourself  in  your  new  conditton, 
you  need  go  no  farther  than  me  for  a  director.   But, 
because  we  are  resolved  to  go  beyond  you,  we  have 
transmitted  a  bill  to  England,  to  be  returned  here,  giv- 
ing  the  government  and  six  of  the  council  power  for 
three  years  to  imprison  whom  they  please  for  three 
months,  without  any  trial  or  examination  :  and  I  ex- 
pect to  be  among  the  first  of  those  u)pon  whom  this  law 
will  be  executed.    We  have  also  outdone  you  in  the 
business  of  Ben  Hoadley ;  and  have  recon^ended  to 
a  bishoprick  one  *  whom  you  would  not  allow  a  cu- 
rate in  the  smallest  of  your  parishes.  Does  your  lord- 
ship know  that,  as  much  as  I  have  been  used  to  lies 
in  England,  I  am  under  a  thousand  uneasinesses 
about  some  reports  relating  to  a  person  that  you  and 
I  love  very  well  ?     I  have  writ  to  a  lady  upon  that 
subject,  and  am  impatient  for  an  answer,  f     I  am 
gathering  up  a  thousand  pounds,    and  intend  to 
finish  my  life  upon  the  interest  of  it  in  Wales. 

God  Almighty  preserve  your  lordship  miseris  sue- 
currere  rebuSy  whether  you  understand  or  relish 
Latin  or  no.  But  it  is  a  great  deal  your  fault  if  you 
suffer  us  all  to  be  undone ;  for  God  never  gave  such 
talents  without  expecting  they  should  be  used  to 
preserve  a  nation.  There  is  a  doctor  J  in  your 
neighbourhood,  to  whom  I  am  a  very  humble  ser- 
vant. I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  lordship's 
most  dutiful,  &c. 

JoN.  Swift. 


«  Dr  Charles  Canr,  Bbhop  of  Killalge.— N. 

+  See  the  subsequeat  letter  from  Lady  Bolinf  broke. 

X  Dr  R.  Friend— N, 

VOL.  XVI.  S 


Digitized  by 


Google 


274  c  EPISTOLARY  CORRBSFONDBNCB.  . 

Some  persons  go  this  summer  for  England ;  airf 
if  Pr  Younger  be  talked  wUh>  I  hope  you  will  so 
OFd?r  it  that  H  may  not  be  to  my  disadvar^age* 


FROM  LADY  BOLINGBROKE.  ♦ 

London,  May  5,  IT'lff* 

Mr  Pean,^ 
Your  letter  came  in  very  good  time  to  me,  when 
I  was  full  of  vexation  and  trouble,  which  all  vanishes, 
finding  that  you  were  so  good  to  remember  me 
under  my  afflictions,  which  have  been  not  greater 
than  you  can  think,  but  much  greater  than  1  can 
express.  I  am  now  in  town ;  business  called  me 
hither ;  and  when  that  is  finished  I  shall  retire 
with  more  comfort  than  I  came.  Do  not  forsake 
an  old  friend,  nor  believe  reports  which  are  scanda- 
lous and  false.  You  are  pleased  to  inquire  after 
my  health  ;  I  can  give  you  no  good  account  of  it 
at  present ;  but  that  country,  whither  I  shall  go 
next  week,  will,  I  hope,  set  me  up.  As.  to  my 
temper,  if  it  is  possible,  I  am  more  insipid  and  dull 
than  ever,  except  in  some  places,  and  there  I  am 
a  little  fury,  especially  if  they  dare  mention  my 
dear  lord  without  respect,  which  sopfiettmes  hap- 
pens ;  for  gopd  manners  and  relationship  are  laid 
aside  in  this  town;  it  is  not  hard  for  you  to  guess 
whom  J  mean.     I  have  not  yet  seen  her  grace,  f 


*  Lord  Bolingbrpke's  first  lad j  married  in  1700*    She  died 
soon  afterwards, 
f  The  Duchess  of  Ormond.— S. 
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but  design  it  in  a  day  or  two :  we  have  kept  a  con- 
stant correspondence  ever  since  our  misfortunesj, 
and  her  grace  is  pleased  to  call  me  sister.  There  is 
nobody  in  the  world  has  a  truer  respect  and  value 
for  her  than  myself.  I  send  this  to  my  friend  John,  * 
and  beg  you,  when  you  do  me  the  favour  of  an 
answer,  to  send  it  to  him,  who  will  take  care  to  con- 
vey it  to  me  in  the  country ;  for  your  letter  lay  a 
long  while  before  it  came  to  my  hands.  1  beg  you 
to  look  with  a  friendly  ieye  upon  all  my  faults  and 
blots  in  this  letter,  and  that  you  will  believe  me,  what 
I  really  am,  your  n^ost  fs^ithful  humble  servant. 

F.  B. 


TO  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 

Gallstown,  June  17,  1710. 
My  Lord, 
I  HAVE  ail  account  by  this  post  that  your  grace 
intends  in  two  or  three  days  to  go  for  England.  I 
heartily  wish  you  a  good  voyage,  and  a  speedy  re- 
turn, with  a  perfect  recovery  of  your  health,  and 
suc<;ess  in  ail  your  undertakings  for  the  service  of 
the  church.  I  lately  applied  myself  to  some  per- 
sons who  I  thought  had  credit  with  your  grace, 
that  they  would  prevail  on  you  to  consent  that 
Mr  Dopping  should  have  St  Nicholas,  and  that 
Mr  Chamberlain,  upon  surrendering  a  sinecure 
(fallen  by  the  late  promotion)  to  Mr  Wall,  might 
succeed  to  St  Luke's ;  and  having  heard  your  grace 


*  ^phn  Barber  the  prii|ter« 
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was  not  disinclioed  to  this  scheme,  I  thought  you 
had  authority  enough  to  rnake  it  go  down  with 
Mr  Chamberlain,  who  would  be  a  gainer  by  the 
exchange,  and,  having  already  a  plentiful .  fortune, 
would  have  as  good  an  opportunity  of  showing  his 
abilities  in  one  parish  as  in  the  other.     I  should 
add  my  humble  entreaties  to  your  grace  to  consent 
to  this  proposal,  if  I  had  not  so  many  reasons  to 
apprehend  tltat  it  would  succeed  just  so  much  the 
worse  for  my  solicitation.     I  confess,  every  friend 
I  have,  discovered  long  before  myself  that  I  had 
wholly  lost  your  grace's  favour,  and  this  to  a  degree 
that  all  whom  I  was  disposed  to  serve  were  sure  to 
thrive  the  worse  for  my  friendship  to  them;  parti- 
cularly, I  have  been  assured  that  Mr  Wall  would 
not  have  failed  of  the  prebend  of  Malahiddart,  if  he 
had  not  been  thought  too  much  attached  to  me; 
for  it  is  alleged,    that,   according  to  your  grace's 
own  scheme  of  uniting  the  prebends  to  the  vicarages, 
it  would  almost  have  fallen  to  him  of  course ;  and 
I   remember   the   poor  gentleman    had   always  a 
remote  hope  of  that  prebend  whenever  Dr  Moor 
should  quit  it.     Mr  Wall  came  lately  down  to  mt 
to  Trim  upon  that  disappointment,  and  I  was  so 
free  as  to  ask  him,  whether  he  thought  my  friendship 
had  done  him  hurt ;  but  he  was  either  so  meek,  or 
so  fearful  of  offending,  that  he  would  by  no  means 
.  impute  his  misfortune  to  any  thiujg  beside  his  want 
of  merit,  and  some  misrepresentations;  which  latter 
I  must  confess  to  have  found  with  grief,  to  have 
more  than  oncq  influenced  you  against  some,  who 
by  their  conduct  to  your  grace  have  deserved  a 
quite  different   treatment.      With  respect  to  my- 
self, I  can  assure  your  grace,  that  those  who  are 
most  in  your  confidence  make  it  no  manner  of  se- 
cret, that  several  clergymen  have  lost  your  grace's 
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&Fonr  by  their  civilities  to  me.  I  do  not  say  any 
thing  of  this  by  way  of  complaint,  which  l  lo<i 
ujpon  to  be  an  office  too  mean  for  any  man  of 
spirit  and  integrity,  but  merely  to  know  whether 
it  be  possible  for  me  to  be  upon  any  better  terms 
with  your  grace,  without  which  I  shall  be  able  to 
do  very  little  good  in  the  small  station  I  am  placed. 
The  friendship  I  had  with  the  late  ministry,  and  the 
trust  they  were  pleased  to  repose  in  me,  were  chiefly 
applied  to  do  all  the  service  to  the  church  that  I  was 
able.  I  had  no  ill  designs,  nor  ever  knew  any  in 
them.  I  was  the  continual  advocate  for  jJl  men  of 
merit  without  regard  of  party ;  for  which  it  is  known 
enough  that  I  was  sufficiently  censured  by  some 
warm  men,  and  in  a  more  particular  manner  for 
vindicating  your  grace  in  an  affair  where  I  thought 
jou  were  misrepresented,  and  you  seemed  desirous 
to  be  set  right.  And  upon  the  whole,  this  I  can 
faithfully  assure  your  grace,  that  I  was  looked  upon 
as  a  trimmer,  and  one  that  was  providing  against 
a  change,  for  no  other  reason  but  defending  your 
grace's  principles  in  church  and  state  j  which  I 
think  might  pass  for  some  kind  of  merit  in  one 
who  never  either  had  or  expected  any  mark  of 
your  favour.  And  I  cannot  but  think  it  hard, 
that  I  must  upon  all  occasions  be  made  uneasy  in 
my  station,  have  dormant  prebends  revived  on  pur* 

Sose  to  oppose  me,  and  this  openly  acknowledged 
y  those  who  say  they  act  under  your  grace's  di- 
rection. That  instead  of  being  able  to  do  a  good 
office  to  a  deserving  friend,  as  all  my  predecessors 
have  been,  it  is  thought  a  matter  of  accusation 
for  any  one  to  cultivate  my  acquaintance.  This 
I  must  think  to  be  hard  treatment,  and  though  I 
regard  not  the  consequences  as  far  as  they  are  in- 
tended to  affect  myself,  yet  your  grace  may  live  to 
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lament  those  which  from  thencie  may  happen  to  thte 
chun  h. 

When  I  was  first  made  dean^  your  grace  was 
pleased,  in  a  Very  condescending  manner,  to  write 
to  me  that  you  desired  my  friendship  :  I  was  then 
in  the  service  of  the  ministryj  and  the  peace  was 
made ;  and  if  I  had  any  share  in  their  ill  designs 
I  was  then  guilty^  but  I  do  not  know,  that  I  have 
ever  done  any  thing  since  to  forfeit  your  good 
opinion :  I  confess  I  lost  many  friends  by  the  queen's 
death,  but  I  will  never  imagine  your  grace  to  be  of 
the  number. 

I  have  given  your  grace  too  long  a  trouble.    I 
humbly  beg  your  blessing,  and  shall  remain  ever, 
with  the  greatest  truth  and  respect,  my  Lord, 
Your  grace's  most  dutiful 

and  most  humble  servant, 

Jon.  Swift. 


'4siss 


FROM  MR  POPE. 


June  20,  1716.* 
I  cannot  suffer  a  friend  to  cross  the  Irish  seas^ 
without  bearing  a  testimony  from  me  of  the  con- 
stant esteem  and  affection  I  am  both  obliged  and 
inclined  to  have  for  you.  It  is  better  he  should  tell 
you  than  I,  how  often  you  are  in  our  thoughts 
and  in  our  cups,  and  how  I  learn  to  sleep  less,* 
and  drink  more,  whenever  you  are  named  among 


*  Alluding  to  his  constant  custom  of  sleepmg  after  dinnen-r 
Warbuetow. 
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)OLS.  I  look  upon  a  friend  in  Ireland  as  upon  a  Friend 
in  the  other  worid,  whom  (popishly  speaking)  I  be- 
lieve constantly  well-disposed  toward  me,  and  ready 
to  do  me  all  the  good  he  can,  in  that  state  of  sepa* 
ration,  though  I  hear  nothing  from  him>  and  make 
addresses  to  him  but  very  rarely.  A  protestatit 
divine  cannot  take  it  amiss  that  I  treat  him  in  the 
same  manner  with  my  patron  ^ait)t. 

I  can  tell  you  no  news,  but  what  you  will  not 
sufficiently  wonder  at^  that  I  suffer  many  things  as 
an  author  militant :  whereof  in  your  days  of  pro- 
bation, you  have  been  a  sharer,  or  you  had  not  ar*- 
rived  at  that  triumphant  state  you  now  deservedly 
enjoy  in  the  church.  As  for  me,  I  have  not  the 
least  hopes  of  the  cardinalate,  thoiigll  1  suffer  for 
my  religion  in  aimoist  every  weekly  papier*  I  have 
i>egun  to  take  a  pique  at  the  psalms  of  David,  if 
the  wicked  may  be  credited,  who  have  printed  a 
scandalous  one  ♦  in  my  name,  f  This  report  I 
dare  not  discourage  too  much,  in  a  prospect  I  have  at 
present  of  a  post  under  the  Marquis  de  Langallerie,  ;|; 
wherein  if  I  can  but  do  some  signal  service  against 
the  Pope,  I  may  be  considerably  advanced  by  the 
Turks,  the  only  religious  people  I  dare  confide  in. 
If  it  should  happen  hereafter  that  I  should  write 
for  the  holy  law  of  Mahomet,  I  hope  itmay  mak^ 


^  An  indecent  paraphrase  "of  the  fii^  psalm,  published  bj 
"Cttrll  in  his  Miscellanies. 

f  Warton  says,  ^^  It  is  observable  that  he  doth  not  deny  his 
being  the  writer  of  theim"  i  have  little  doabt  thatbe  was  so^ 
The  p6alm  is  printed  in  the  ^^  Additions  to  Pope*8  Works.)'-^ 
Bowi.es. 

^  One  who  made  a  noise  then,  as  Count  Bonneval  has' done 
since.— Warburton.  They  were  both  rene^^ues,  who  attempt, 
ed  to  make  their  fortune  by  introducing  European  discipline  into 
the  Turkish  armies. 
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no  breach  betw^een  you  and  itae  ;  every  oiie  mast 
livei  and  I  beg  you  will  not  be  the  man  to  manage 
the  controversy  s^ainst  me.  The  church  of  Rome 
I  judge  (from  many  modern  symptoms^  as  well  as 
ancient  prophecies)  to  be  in  a  declining  condi- 
tion;* that  of  England  will  in. a  short  time  be 
^arce  able  tp  maintain  hpr  own  family;  so  churches 
sink  as  generally  as  banks  in  Eurqpe,  and  for  the 
Mmie  reason :  that  rdligion  and  trade,  which  at  jfirst 
were  4^n  and  fr^j  have  been  reduced  into  the 
manajgpemeiiit  of  companies,  and  the  roguery  of  di- 
rectors. 

^  I  do  not  know  why  I  tell  you  all  this^  but  that  I 
always  loved  to  talk  to  you;  but  this  is  not  the  timd 
for  aiiy  msto  to  talk  to  the  purpose.  Truth  is  a  kind 
of  Contraband  coiWmodity  which  I  would  not  Venture 
to  export,  and  therefore  the  only  thing  tending  that 
dtogerous  way  which  I  shall  say,  is,  that  I  am  and 
always  will  be,  with  the  utmost  sincerity, 
Yours,  &c. 


FROM  LADY  BOLINGBROKE. 

LoBdoQ,  Aug.  4,  1715. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  WISH  your  last  had  found  me  in  the  country, 
but,  to  my  misfortune,  I  am  still  kept  in  town,  soli- 
citing my  unfortunate  business.     I  have  found  great 


*  These  words  are  remarkable.  What  would  he  haya  said,  if 
he  had  iseen  what  has  happened  in  France  [1704]  ?  and  what  is 
likely  to  happen,  bj  the  diffusion  of  learning  and  science,  in  all 
the  other  catholic  countries  of  Europe  ?  Such  events  are  stupen- 
dous J  Non  httc  sine  nutnine  Div^m  er^nitfn^— Wakton. 
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favour  from  his  majesty.  Bat  form  is  a  tedious  thing 
to  wait  upon.  Since  it  is  my  fate^  I  must  bear  it 
with  patience,  and  perfect  it  if  I  can ;  for  there  is 
nothing  like  following  business  one's  self.  I  am  un- 
willing to  stir  without  the  seals,  which  I  hope  to 
have  soon.  I  have  been  very  ill ;  this  place  never 
agreeing  with  me,  and  less  now  than  ever,  it  being 
prodigious  hot  weather. 

I  know  not  what  to  say  as  to  one  part  of  yours ; 
only  this,  that  you  will  fotgive  the  fears  of  a  woman, 
if  she  says  she.  is  glad  it  is  as  it  is,  though  it  has 
almost^ruined  her.  I  hope,  one  time  or  other,  his 
majesty  will  find  my  lord  has  been  misrepresented; 
and,  by  that  means,  he  may  be  restored  to  his 
country  once  more  with  honour ;  or  else,  however 
harsh  It  may  sound  out  of  my  mouth,  I  had  rather 
wear  black.  These  are  my  real'  sentiments.  I 
never  thought  myself,  nor  my  health,  of  any  con- 
sequence, till  lately ;  and  since  you  tell  me  it  is 
so  to  the  unworthy,  as  you  please  to  term  it,  I  shall 
take  care  of  it :  for  the  worthy,  which  I  once 
thought  so,  they  are  good  for  nothing,  but  to  ne- 
glect distressed  friends.  Those  few  friends  I  meet 
v^ith  now,  are  worth  a  thousand  relations:  that  I 
found  long  ago.  We  have  the  happiness  of  odd,  half- 
witted relations,  and  silly,  obstinate,  opiniatre  friends, 
that  are  a  severe  plague  to  me.  I  never  could  have 
the  pleasure  of  talking  one  moment  to  the  Duchess  of 
Onnond.  She  had  always  company,  and  some  that 
I  wish  she  had  not.  She  is  now  out  of  town,  and 
we  do  not  correspond  at  present.  1  wish  her  all  hap- 
piness, and  in  better  hands  as  to  her  business.  You 
have  a  much  better  opinion  of  me  than  I  deserve ; 
but  I  will  study  all  I  can  to  merit  that  favour,  which 
you  are  kind  to  assure  me  of. 

I  wish  it  were  possible  for  us  two  to  meet,  that  I 


Digitized 


by  Google 


^i  ,   kpIStOLARY  CdRBESPONbkNCB. 

tJdigfit  iEtssure  youj  in  person,  that  I  am  yotiirsJ  most 
faithfully. 

JP.  S.  Ydurs  came  safe :  I  hope  this  will  to  you. 
There  iS  a  lady  who  never  forgets  you,  and  a 
particular  friend  to  me,  and  has  been  a  great 
comfort  to  me  in  my  trouble ;  I  mean  my  te- 
nant :  ^he  is  now  in  the  country,  to  my  grie£ 


TO  MR  POIPE. 

August  30,  17t6. 
1  HAD  the  favour  of  yours  by  Mr  Ford,  of  whont, 
oefore  any  other  question  relating  to  your  health, 
or  fortune,  or  success  as  a  poet,  1  inquired  your 
principles  in  the  common  form,  **  Is  he  £l  whig  or 
a  tory  ?''  I  iarh  sorry  to  find  they  are  not  so  well 
tallied  to  the  present  juncture  as  I  colild  wish.  I 
jalways  thought  the  terms  of  fhcto  and  jure  had 
been  introduced  by  the  poets,  and  thai  possessioil 
biF  any  sort  in  kings  was  held  an  unexceptionable 
title  in  the  court  of  Parnassus.  If  you  do  not  gro\^ 
ia  perfect  good  subject  in  all  its  present  latitudes,  I 
.  shall  conclude  you  ^re  become  rich,  ahid  able  to  live 
Without  dedications  to  men  in  power,  whereby  one 
great  inconvenience  will  follow,  that  you  and  thfe 
world  and  posterity  will  be  iitterly  ignorant  of  their 
virtues.  For,  either  your  brethren  have  miserably 
deceived  us  these  hundred  years  past :  or  power  con- 
ifers virtue,  as  naturally  as  five  of  your  popish  sacrsl- 
ments  do  gracie. — You  sleep  less,  and  drink  tnore.— ^ 
But  your  master  Horace  wa,svinisomHiqUe  benignus :  * 


^'^^  ladiOgeidit  to  himself  in  deep  and  wme.^'— DubU  Ed. 
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and,  as  I  take  it,  both  are  proper  for  your  trade.  As 
to  wine,  there  are  a  thousand  poetical  texts  to  con^ 
firm  the  one ;  and  as  to  the  other,  I  know  it  was 
anciently  the  custom  to  sleep  in  temples  for  those 
who  would  consult  the  oracles,  "  Who  dictates  to 
me  slumbering,"  &c.  ♦  * 

You  are  an  ill  catholic,  or  a  worse  geographer^ 
for  I  can  assure  you,  Ireland  is  not  Paradise,  and 


*  Milton's  Paradise  Lost,  Book  ix.  verse  23.  On  this  passage 
Dr  War  ton  remarks,  that  ^'  this  is  the  only  time  Swift  ever 
"alludes  to  Milton  ;  who  was  of  an  order  of  writers  very  different 
from  what  Swift  admired  and  imitated ;"  an  assertion  which  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  controvert.  To  pass  over  an  allusion 
to  Milton's  pro^  writings  ;  he  twice  mentions  ^^  Paradise  Lost" 
with  commendation ;  but  what  is  still  more  to  the  purpose,  in 
the  late  eicellent  edition  of  Milton's  **  Poetical  Works,"  by  the 
Rev.  H.  J.  Todd,  Vol.  IL  p.  iSJj  a  note  is  given  from  the  margia 
of  Swift's  copy  of  ^^  Paradise  Lost ;"  which  haying  excited  mj 
curiosity,  1  have  been  favoured  with  the  following  extract  of  a 
letter  addressed  to  Mr  Todd  from  J.  C.  Walker,  Esq.  well  known 
to  the  literary  world  by  his  Historical  Memoir  on  Italian  Tragedy, 
and  several  other  ingenious  publications :  ^\  I  bad  oilce  in  my 
possession  a  book  which  might  be  of  great  use  to  you,  a  copy  of 
the  Paradise  Lost,  with  marginal  notes  in  the  handwriting  of  the 
celebrated  Dean  Swift,  for  the  use  of  Mrs  Johnson  and  her 
friend  Mrs  Dingley.  But  this  book, 'which  belonged  to  the 
late  Mr  John  Whiteway  (whose  name  appears  in  Swift's  will), 
is,  1  fear,  lost ;  nor  can  I  find  an  exact  transcript  which  1  made 
of  these  notes,  it  is  true  these  notes  were  rather  explanatory 
than  critical;  they  served  to  justify  Dr  Johnson's  assertion, 
^'tfaat  Stella  had  not  much  literature.'*— By  the  remarks  on 
Bishop  Burnet'B  prelace  to  the  ^^  Histery  of  the  Reformation  ;" 
on  ^^  Gibb's  Psalms ;"  and  on  ^^  Maduy's  Characters ;"  some 
idea  may  be  formed  of  the  value  of  his  marginal  notes.  And  it 
may  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  curious  to  be  informed,  that  in 
the  library  of  the  late  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  was  preserved  the 
Dean's  copy  of  Herbert's  History  of  Henry  VIIL  (which,  it 
appears  in  V6l.  L  he  had  iti  16^&-t  been  reading  with  attention) ; 
and  also  his  copy  of  Bishop  Bumet's  <<  History  of  the  Refor- 
mation. "•••NicifOLs. 
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I  appeal  even  to  any  Spanish  divine,  whether  ad- 
Presses  were  ever  made  to  a  friend  in  Hell  or  Purga- 
tory. And  who  are  all  those  enemies  you  hint  at? 
I  can  only  think  of  Curll,  Gildon,  'Squire  Rttmet, 
Blackmore,  and  a  few  others,  whose  fame  I  have 
forgot:  tools,  in  my  opinion,  as  necessary  for  a 
gooid  writer,  as  pen,  ink,  and  paper.  And  besides, 
1  would  fain  know  whether  every  draper  does  not 
show  you  three  or  four  damned  pieces  of  stuff  to 
set  off'  his  good  one  ?  However,  1  will  grant  that 
one  thorough  bookselling  rogue  is  better  qualified 
to  vex  an  author,  than  all  his  contemporary  scrib- 
blers in  critic  or  satire,  not  only  by  stolen  cc^ies 
of  what  was  incorrect  or  unfit  for  the  public,  but 
by  downright  laying  other  men's  dulness  at  your 
door.  I  had  a  long  design  upon  the  ears  of  that 
Curll,  when  I  was  in  credit;  but  the  rogue  would 
never  allow  me  a  fair  stroke  at  them,  although  ray 
penknife  was  ready  drawn  and  sharp.  I  can  hardly 
believe  the  relation  of  his  being  poisoned,  although 
the  historian  pretends  to  have  been  an  eye-witness : 
but  I  beg  pardon,  sack  might  do  it,  although  rats- 
bane would  not.*  I  never  saw  the  thing  you 
mention  as  falsely  imputed  to  you ;  but  I  think  the 
frolics  of  merry  hours,  even  when  we  are  guilty, 
should  not  be  left  to  the  mercy  of  our  best  friends, 
until  Curll  and  his  resemblers  are  hanged. 

With  submission  to  the  better  judgment  of  you 
and  your  friends,  I  take  your  project  of  an  employ- 
ment under  Langallerie  to  be  idle  and  unnecessary* 
Have  a  little  patience,  and  you  will  find  more  merit 


*  This  story  originated  in  a  practical  joke  played  off  by  Pope 
vpon  Curll,  who  gave  him  an  emetic  in  a  glass  of  sack.  See  the 
Account  of  the  Poisoning  of  Edmund  CurU)  VoK  XIII*  p.  285. 
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and  encouragement  at  home,  by  the  same  methods. 
You  are  ungrateful  to  your  country ;  quit  but  your 
own  religion,  and  ridicule  ours,  and  that  will  allow 
you  a  free  choice  for  any  other,  or  for  none  at  all, 
and  pay  you  well  into  the  bargain.  Therefore  pray 
do  not  run  and  disgrace  us  among  the  Turks,  by 
telling  them  you  were  forced  to  leave  your  native 
home,  because  we  would  oblige  you  to  be  a  Chris- 
tian; whereas  we  will  make  it  appear  to  all  the 
world,  that  we  only  compelled  you  to  be  a  whig. 

There  is  a  young  ingenious  quaker  *  in  this  town 
who  writes  verses  to  his  mistress,  not  very  correct, 
but  in  a  strain  purely  what  a  poetical  quaker  should 
do,  commending  her  look  and  habit,  &c.  It  gave 
me  a  hint  that  a  set  of  quaker  pastorals  might  suc- 
ceed, if  our  friend  Gayf  could  fancy  it,  and  I 
think  it  a  fruitful  subject ;  pray  hear  what  he  says. 
I  believe  farther,  the  pastoral  ridit^ule  is  not  ex- 
hausted :  and  Jthat  a  porter,  footman,  or  chairman's 
pastoral  might  do  well.  J  Or  what  think  you  of  a 
Newgate  pastoral,  among  the  whores  and  thieves 
there  ?  § 

Lastly,  to  conclude,  T  love  you  never  the  worse 
for  seldom  writing  to  you.  I  am  in  an  obscure 
scene,  where  you  know  neither  thing  nor  person. 
I  can  only  answer  yours,  which  I  promise  to  do 
after  a  sort,  whenever  you  think  proper  to  employ 
me.  But  1  can  assure  you,  the  scene  and  the  times 
have  depressed  me  wonderfully,  for  I  will  impute  no 


*  Oeorge  Rooke,  linen-draper .-^Dabl.  ed. 

i  Gay  did  write  a  pastoral  of  this  kind,  which  is  published  in 
his  works. — Warbuetok. 

X  Swift  htmseif  wrote  one  of   this  kind,    <<  Dermot  an^ 
Sheehdi  "-^Waububtom. 
.  ^  This  hint  is  said  to  hare  suggested  the  <f  Beggar's  Opera.'' 
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defect  to  those  two  paltry  yearsi  which  have  slipped 
by  since  I  liad  the  happiness  to  see  you.  I  am  mth 
the  truest  esteewi,  Yours,  &c. 


FROM  THE  py CHESS  OF  ORMOND.* 

Seplemher  14»  17^16. 
Sir, 

I  HAD  the  illrfortune  to  miss  of  that  letter  ydu 
upbraided  me  with.  I  had  deserved  any  reproaches 
you  could  make  n^e,  if  it  had  come  to  my  bauds, 
and  I  not  made  due  acknowledgrneuts  for  your 
inquiries  after  ^^e.  I  will  make  you  wish  you  had 
not  been  so  angry  with  me :  for  I  will  scrawl  Out 
myself,  what  you  would  rather  Betty  or  P^y  inaid 
bad,  for  they  would  have  made  shorter  work  of  it  5 
but  I  will  answer  every  part  of  yours,  that  you 
obliged  me  with  by  Mr  Ford. 

First,  as  to  the  lady  you  mention,  the  reason  I  had 
hot  seen  her  in  a  great  while  was,  my  being  in  the 
country,  Tp  tell  you  the  truth,  I  believe  her  hus- 
band has  been  a  better  courtier,  than  either  she,  or 
any  of  her  sex  could  be ;  because  men  have  it  iii 
their  power  to  serve,  and  I  believe  hers  has  effiP^C^ 
tually  done  what  lay  in  him. 


*  This  melancholy  letter,  from  an  amiable  and  unhappy  lady, 
was  written  after  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  her  husband,  had 
thought  it  necessary  to  escape  into  France,  and  while  she  was 
struggling  with  the  difficulties  arising  from  indigence,  his  lirhole 
fortune  being  forfeited,  and  from  the  neglect  of  her  powerful 
friends  and  relatives.  It  is  highly  to  Swifts  honour,  that  if  he 
cultivated  the  great  and  ambitious  in  their  hour  of  importance, 
he  never  ^eglppted  them  in  their  fall. 
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You  kindly  ask  how  my  affairs  go.  There  is  ye^ 
no  end  of  them,  and  God  only  knows  when  there 
will  be.  For  when  every  thing  was  thought  done,  a 
sudden  blast  has  blown  all  hopes  away,  and  then 
they  give  me  fresh  expectations.  In  the  mean  time 
I  am  forced  tq  live  iipon  th^  borrow ;  niy  goqdsi 
all  taken  away,  that  I  shall  not  so  mqch  as  have  a 
bed  to  lie  upon^  but  what  I  rau9t  buy ;  and  no  iponey 
of  my*  own  to  do  that  with  \  so  that  ypu  inay 
imagine  rpe  in  a  cl^e^rful  way.  I  pray  God  sup- 
port me. 

The  gentleman*  you  inquired  after  is  very  welj 
now.  The  illness  you  heard  he  had,  he  has  beet^ 
subject  to  a  good  \yhile.  What  you  desire,  I  wish 
were  in  the  power  of  either  his  brother  or  me  ;  but 
all  will  go  from  both  of  us  of  every  kind.  Only  thiey 
say,  that  the  clothes  upon  my  back  I  may  perhaps^ 
call  my  own,  and  that's  all.  I  was  obliged  to  leave 
the  country.  I  wag  so  ill  there,  that  if  I  had  not 
come  tq  the  physipians>  I  cani)ot  tell  what  might 
h^ve  happened.  Tvly  daughter  is  your  most  humble 
servant,  and  is  pretty  well  in  Ji^^l^h- 

Am  not  I  one  of  my  word,  and  troubled  you  twice 
if^lohg  as  yqu  would  have  wished  ?  Bat  ypu  ^ill 
find  by  this,  that  a  woman'^  pen  should  nomore  be 
set  ^t  wqrk  than  her  tongue ;  fqr  she  never  know§ 
whei^  to  let  either  pf  them  rest.  But  my  paper  put§ 
m.e  in  mind^that  }  have  but  jqst  rpoip  to  tell  you,  I 
wish  much  to  see  you  here,  if  it  could  be  with  your 
satisfaction ;  and  that  I  am,  with  great  sincerity.  Sir, 
Yoor  faithful  humble  servant, 

M.  Ormoi?d. 


•  The  duke.     See  p.  265.— N. 
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FROM  LORD  BOLINGBROKE.  ♦ 

Oct.  as,  1716. 

It  is  a  very  great  truth,  that,  among  all  the  losses 
which  I  have  sustained^  none  affected  me  more  sen- 
sibly than  that  of  your  company  and  correspon- 
dence ;  and  yet,  even  now,  I  should  not  venture  to 
write  to  you,  did  not  you  provoke  me  to  it.  A 
commerce  of  letters  between  two  men  who  are  out 
of  the  world,  and  who  do  not  care  one  farthing  to 
return  into  it  again,  must  be  of  little  moment  to  the 
state ;  and  yet  I  remember  enough  of  that  world  to 
know,  that  the  most  innocent  things  become  qrimi- 
nal  in  some  men,  as  the  most  criminal  pass  ap- 
plauded in  others. 

Ydur  letter  breathes  the  same  spirit  as  your  con- 
versation, at  all  times  inspired,  even  when  the  occa- 
sions of  practising  the  severest  rules  of  virtuous  forr 
titude  seemed  most  remote ;  if  such  occasions  could 
ever  seem  remote  to  men,  who  are  under  the  direc- 
tion of  your  able  and  honest  friend  Sir  Roger,  f 

To  write  about  myself  is  no  agreeable  task,  but 
your  commands  are  sufficient  at  once  to  determine 
and  excuse  me.  Know,  therefore,  that  my  health 
is  far  better  than  it  has  been  a  great  while;  that  the 
money  which  I  brought  over  with  me  will  hold  out 
some  time  longer  5  and  that  I  have  secured  a  small 


♦  Endorsed,  "  The  'Squire.—ReceiTed  Not.  7, 171«."— N. 

+  Sir  Roger  is  tbe  name  given  to  Lord-Treasurer  Oxford,  ia 
the  history  of  John  Bull.  As  BoHngbroke  is  known  to  have 
hated  and  despised  the  treasurer,  the  words  a6/e  and  hone$t  must 
be  taken  ironically, — H. 
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ftmd,  which  will  yielcl  in  any  part  of  tht  itoiM  a 
rcrenae  sufficient  for  one,  qui  pent  se  retrMnchet 
mhne  mec  plaisir  dtms  la  midioeriei.  I  mse  tf 
Frencb  expreMton,  beeanse  I  have  not  ob«  thai 
pleases  me  reaoty  in  En^ish*  Dttring  several  iiK>mh» 
after  leaving  t&at  obscure  retreat^  inta  wbick  I 
had  thrown  myself  last  year,  I  went  through  all  the 
mortifying  circmnstances  imaginable.  *  At  present 
i  enjoy».  as  fiar  as  I  consider  myself,  great  eomplaK 
oency  of  mind ;  bat  this  inward  sattsfaelion  is  em^ 


*  The  following  was  the  apology  which  Bolingbroke  ofierdi 
for  his  flight  from  England : 

<<  My  Lord,  DoTer,  Mareh  37,  171 B. 

^<  I  left  town  so  abruptfy  that  I  hacTno  dme  ttf  take  lea?e  of 
yon  or  any  of  my  friends.  Yon  will  excuse  me  when' yon  kno# 
that  1  Imd  certain  and  repeated  informations  from  some  who  ai« 
in  the  secret  of  affiurs,  that  a  lesolution'  was  taken  by  those  who 
have  power  to  execute  it  to  pursue  me  to  the  scaffold.  iVIy  blood 
was  to  hare  been  the  cement  of  a  new  alliance ;  nor  could  my  inno. 
t&skce  beany  security  after  it  had  been  once  demanded  Arom  abroad^,^ 
and  resoWed  on  at  home,  that  it  was  necessary  to  cut  me  ofl# 
Had  there  been  the  least  reason  to  hope  for  a  fair  and  open  trial, 
after  baring,  been  already  prejudged,  unheard,  by  two  houses  of 
parliament,.  I  should  not  hare  declined  the  strictest  examination. 
I  chaUenge'tfaemost  integrate  of  my  enemies  to  produce  any  one 
instance  of  a  criminal  correspondfence^  or  ttoleast  cormptSoU  in 
any  part  of  the  adminbtration  where  I  was  concerned.  If  my 
zeal  for  thehononr  and-  dignity-  of-  my^  royal>  mistress,-  and  the 
tme  interest  of  my  country,  has  any  where  transported  me  to  let 
slip  a  warm  and  nnguarded  expression,  1  hope  the  moslf  faifiNirable 
iatevpreMion  will  be  pnt  upon  it.  It  iaai  comfort*  that  will  rev 
main  with  me  in  all  my  misfortunes,  that  I  serred^her  mar|est]^ 
faithfully  and  dutifully,  in  that  especkUly  which  she  had  most  it 
heiut,  relieving  her  people  from  a  bloody  and  cxpensire  war ; 
and  that  I  hare  also  been  too  afeuch  an  ^giistamaa^o  sacrifice  the 
interest  of  myeonntry  to  any  foreign  ally  t  and  it  is  for  thisxrime 
only  that  I  am  now  drlTen  from  tteice.  Ton  shall  hear  more  at 
kurge  from  me  shortly.  Yonrs^  &c."— Kogr.  BHt.  l!iond«  1700, 
Vol.  V.  p.  3669. 

VOL.  XVI.  T 


Digitized  by 


Google 


990  mPISTOLABY  COBESSPOKDEKCS; 

btttered,  when  I  consider  the  condition  of  my 
friends.  They  are  got  into  a  dark  hole,  where 
they  grope  about  after  blind  guides  ;  stumble  from 
mistake  to  mistake ;  jostle  against  one  another,  and 
dash  their  heads  against  the  wall;  and  all  this  to 
no  purpose.  For  assure  yourself  that  there  is  no 
returning  to  light;  no  going  out,  but  by  going  back.* 
My  style  is  myotic,  but  it  is  your  trade  to  deal  in 
mysteries,  and  therefore  I  add  neither  comment  nor 
excuse.  You  will  understand  me ;  and  I  conjure 
you  to  be  persuaded  that  if  I  could  have  half  an 
hour*s  conversation  with  you,  for  which  I  vrould 
barter  whole  hours  of  life,  you  would  stare,  haul 
your  wig,  and  bite  paper  more  than  ever  you  did 
in  yo^r  life.f  Adieu,  dear  friend  ;  may  the  kindest 
innuebce  of  Heaven  be  shed  upon  you.  Whether 
we  m^y  ever  meet  again,  that  Heaven  only  knows ; 
if  we  do,  what  millions  of  things  shall  we  have  to  talk 
over !  In  the  mean  while,  believe  that  nothing  sits 
so  pear  my  heart  as  my  country  and  my  friends ; 
and  tbat  among  these  you  ever  had,  and  ever  shall 
have,  a  principal  place. 

If  you  write  to  me,  direct  ^^  A  Monsieur  Chariot^ 
fhez  Mpnsieur  Cantillorij  banquier^  rue  de  CArhre 
sec.''^    Once  more  adieu. 


*  Bolingbroke  was  now  engaged  in  the  intrignet  of  St  Ger« 
sains.  His  meaning  may  therefore,  perhaps,  be  expressed  in  the 
w.ord^  of  Shakespeare : 

Vnthraid  the  nidc  eye  ofrebelliony 
A^  Welcome  home  again  drsertf'd  fiiitiiy 
Meek  AQt  King  Jmei,  and  fiOl  before  his  feel. 

f  This  is  a  strong  picture  of  Swift's  manner. — H, 
JInPkris.— H. 
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'     FROM  CHARLES  FORD,  ESQ. 

Paris,  Oct  98,  1710. 
Sir, 
If  I  was  to  see  you  again,  you  would  give  twice  i^ 
mucli  as  you  offered  six  weeks  ago,  not  to  have  seen 
me.    -By  the  same  rule,  you  might  afford  some- 
thing not  to  hear  from  me ;  but  the  inclosed*  came  , 
ibis  morning  to  me,  and  I  could  not  send  it  away, 
without  adding  a  few  lines  to  the.  cover.     They  ar^ 
not  to  put  you  again  into  the  spken,  but  only  to 
ask  how  you  do,  and  how  you  employ  yourself? 
Do  the  great  designs  go  on  at  Laracor?  Or  have  the 
rains  put  a  stop  to  your  improvements,  as  well  as  to 
my  journey  ?     It  will  cost  you  but  a  penny,  and  a 
few  minutes  to  answer  these  questions ;  and  in  re- 
turn you  shall  know  any  thing  you  desire  to  know 
of  me  in  my  travels.    I  shall  go  on  as  soon  as  we 
have  five  or  six  days  sunshine  to  dry  the  roads,  and 
make  the  finest  country  in  the  world  supportable. 
I  am  laughed  at  here,  when  I  talk  of  travelling,  and 
yet  of  waiting  for  fair  weather ;  but  to  me  the  jour- 
ney  is  the  greatest  part  of  the  pleasure.      And 
whereas  my  companion  is  continually  wishing  him* 
self  at  Rome,  I  wish  Rome  was  a  thousand  leagues 
farther  that  I  might  have  more  way  to  pass   in 
France  and  Italy. 

If  you  will  do  me  the  favour  to  write  to  me,  di- 
rect to  be  left  with  Mr  Cantillon,  banjcer  in  Paris. 

I  am,  &c. 


*  The  preceding  letter  of  Lord  BolingbrokeJ 
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TO  ARCHBISHOP  KINO. 

Dublin,  Not.  13,  1716. 

My  Lord, 

TflE  reaSoA  I  never  gave  your  grace  the  ti^ouble 

of  a  letter,  was^  because  it  could  only  be  a  trouble, 

without  either  lentertainment  or  use ;  for  I  am  so 

much  duti  feveh  Of  this  little  world,  that  I  knoW 

pot  the  (Commonest  Occurrences  in  it;  neither  do  I 

pow  wrllfe  to  your  grace  upon  any  sort  of  business, 

for  I  have  nothing  to  ask  but  your  blessii^g  and  fa* 

1^'oUrable  thoughts :  only  I  conceived  it  ou^t  not  to 

he  said^  that  your  grace  was  several  ilnbnths  absent 

an  Inland,  without  one  letter  from  the  dean  to 

pay  his  respects.  My  schemes  are  all  circumscribed 

.by  th^  cathearal,  and  the  liberties  about  it ;  whet^e 

i^otfaing  of  moment  happened  sinc^  your  grace  left 

il^  except  the  electroU  of  Mr  Chamberlain  to  St 

Nicholas,  which  passed  quietly  white  I  was  absent 

in  the  countfry*    I  am  purchasitig  a  glebe,  by  the 

be^t>f  the  trustees,  for  the  vicarage  of  Latacorj 

^wi  I  have  vanity  enough  to  desire  it  might  be  lac- 

^jressed  by  a  ^use  in  the  deeds^  as  one  Considera*- 

.tioii>,  that  I  had  been  ioBtrum^ental  in  procuring  the 

rfirst-fruitsj  which  was  accordingly  inserted;  but 

iiints  were  ^ven  it  wotrld  not  pais.    Then  rtie 

bishops  of  Ossory  and  Killaloe  hM,  as  I  am  told, 

a;  sum  of  money  for  their  labour  in  that  affair;  who, 

upon  my  arrival  at  Londoli  to  negotiate  it>  were 

one  of  them  gone  to  Bath,  and  the  other  to  Ireland: 

but  it  seems  more  reasonable  to  give  bishops  money 

foT  doliignOlhing,  than  a  private  gentleman  "ffianks 

for  succeeding  where  bishops  have  failed.     I  am 

only  sorry  I  was  not  a  bishop,  that  I  might  at  least 
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have  got  mwey.  The  tory  clergy  here  seem  ready 
for  conversion,  pravoked  by  a  parcel  of  obscure 
sealers  in  London*  who,  as  we  hear,  are  setting  up , 
a  new  church  of  England  by  themselves.  By  om 
intelligence,  it  seems  to  be  a  complication  of  as 
much  folly,  madness,  hypocrisy,  and  mistake,  as 
ever  was  offered  to  the  world*  If  it  be  understood 
so  on  your  side,  I  cannot  but  think  there  would  be 
a  great  opportunity  of  regaining  the  body  of  the 
<2l^rgy  to  the  interest  of  the  court :  who,  if  they 
were  persuaded  by  a  few  good  words  to  throw  oflf 
their  fears,  could  never  think  of  the  pretender  wither 
out  horror;  under  whom  it  is  obvious  that  those 
I'efiners  would  have  the  greatest  credit,  and  conser 
quently  every  thing  be  null  since  the  time  of  tfae.re<- 
¥olution,  and  more  havock  made  in  a  few  montiis, 
than  the  most  desponding  among  the  tories  can 
justly  apprehend  from  the  present  management  in 
as  ntany  years.  These  at  least  are,  as  I  am  told, 
the  thoughts  and  reasanijags  of  the  high  church 
people  among  us;  but  whether  a  court,  in  the 
midst  of  strength  a^id  security,  will  conceive  it 
worth  their  while  to  cultivate  the  dispositions  of 
people  in  the  dust,  is  out  iof  my  reach .♦ 

The  Bishop  of  Dromore  has  never  been  in  town 
^ince  l)ye  went  ito  his  diocese,  npr  does  he  say  any 
thing  of  coming  up.    He  is  in  good  health. 


^  It  will  be  pre^ntly  9ee9,  tliatthe|icy;hl)Miop:m^  aa  iing^oe- 
rpus  use  of  this  letter  aad  «hpwed  the  pasfla|(e  inunediatel j  prec^. 
ing  the  reference,  as  a  proof  ^lat  Dr  Swift  was  abandooifig  the 
liigh-chiirch  interest.  It  is  iUffioult  to  screw  soeh  a  aseaniog  oat 
of  the  fair  import  of  the  words,  which  seem  only  an  allusion  to  the 
Tiolence  of  4he  nonjnriag-and  jacobito  pact^,  Asuth  jKhose  po. 
litics  Swift  agreed  still  less  than  with  the  church  goTemment  ap« 
proved  by  the  whigs.  See  Lewisfs  Jattorsfto  Swift,  liStk  Jannary 
I710U7|  4od  Swift's  to  Atterbnry^ ilSth  July  X7\7. 
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I  was  told  a  week  or  two  ago  a  confiised  story  of 
the  anatomy  lecturer  at  the  college  turned  out  by 
the  provost,  *  and  another  put  in  his  place.  I 
know  not  the  particulars ;  but  am  assured  he  is 
blamed  for  it  both  by  the  prince  and  your  grace.  I 
take  the  provost  to  be  a  very  honest  gentleman,  per- 
fectly good-natured,  and  the  least  inclined  to  speak 
ill  of  others  of  almost  any  person  I  have  known. 
He  has  very  good  intentions;  but  the  defect  seems 
to  be,  that  his  views  are  short,  various,  and  sud- 
den •  and  I  have  reason  to  think,  he  hardly  ever 
makes  use  of  any  other  counsellor  than  himself-  I 
talked  to  him  of  this  matter  since  it  was  done,  and 
I  think  his  answers  si^isfied  me;  but  I  am  an  ill  re- 
tainer of  facts  wherein  I  have  no  concern:  my  hum- 
ble opinion  is>  that  it  would  be  much  to  his  own 
ease^  and  of  theirs  who  dislike  him,  if  he  were  put 
into  another  station ;  and  if  you  will  not  afford  him 
a  bishoprick,  that  you  will  let  him  succeed  some 
rich  country  dean.  I  dare  be  confident  that  the 
provost  had  no  other  end  in  changing  that  lecturer, 
than  a  design  of  improving  anatomy  as  for  as  be 
could ;  for  he  would  never  have  made  such  a  step 
as  choosing  the  princef  chancellor,  but  from  a  reso- 
lution of  keeping  as  fair  as  he  possibly  could  with 
the  present  powers,  in  regard  both  to  his  ease  and 
his  interest;  and  in  hopes  of  changing  a  post, 
wherein,  to  say  the  truth,  he  has  been  used  by 
judges  and  governors  like  any  dog,  and  has  suiferM 
irore  by  it  in  his  health  and  honour,  than  I,  with 
his  patrimonial  estate,  would  think  it  were  worth, 
tiere  has  been  one  Whittingham,  in  an  ordination 


*  Dr  Pratt,  afterwards  Dean  of  Down.— F. 

t  George,  Prince  of  Wales,  afterwards  Ring  George  II.— F; 
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sermon,  calling  the  clergy  a  thousand  damb  dogs, 
and  treatin)^  episcopacy  as  bad  as  Boyse  ;*  yet  no 
notice  at  all  shall  be  taken  of  this,  unless  to  his  ad« 
vantage  upon  the  next  vacant  bishoprick ;  and  wafers 
are  laid  already,  whether  he  or  one  Monk  will  be 
the  man.  But  I  forget  myself;  and  therefore  shall 
<Hily  add,  that  I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect  and 
trathy  my  Lord, 

Your  grace's  most  dutiful 

and  most  humble  servant,  &c. 


FROM  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 

London,  Suffolk  Street,  Nor.  it,  1718. 
Sir, 

I  RBAO  your*s  of  the  thirteenth  instant  with  great 
sMisfaction.  It  is  not  only  an  advantage  to  you  and 
me,  that  there  should  be  a  good  correspondence 
between  us,  but  also  the  public ;  and  I  assure  you 
I  had  much  ado  to  persuade  people  here,  that  we 
kept  any  tolerable  measures  with  one  another; 
much  less,  that  there  was  any  thing  of  a  good  inteU 
ligence:  and  therefore  you  judged  right,  that  it 
ou^ht  not  to  be  said,  that  in  so  many  months  I 
Had  not  received  any  letter  from  you. 

I  do  a  little  admire,  that  those  that  should  be 
vour  fastest  friends,  should  be  so  opposite  to  ac- 
knowledge the  service  you  did  in  procuring  the 
twentieth  parts  and  first-fruits :  I  know  no  reason 


*  An  eminent  dissenting  teacher,  minister  of  Wood  Street  meet, 
ii^-hottse'  in  Dublin,  who  wrote  seTerai  tracts  in  tavovr  of  the 
dissenters. 
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for  it,  6Kcept^tye  zen\  I  showed  to  Ao  you  juattoem 
that  purticiilar  from  the  he^fmrng.  But  mice  I 
only  did  it^  d$  obliged  to  bear  teBiimmy  to  tbe 
^uth,  in  «  matter  which  I  certainly  knew,  and^ 
would  hikv^  done  the  same  for  the  worst  enemy  I 
bad  in  ihe  world,  I  see  no  reMtm  why  you  should 
inffer  bec«.uae  J«  tmong  others,  was  your  witness. 
But  be  not  concerned,  ingratitude  is  warranted  by 
modem  and  jantieht  cui^om :  and  it  is  more  honour 
for  ^  man  to  ha;ve  it  asked»  why  he  had  not  a  suit- 
able return  to  his  merits,  than  why  he  was  over- 
paid ?  Benefacere  et  maU  audire  is  the  lot  of  the 
best  men.  If  calumny  or  ingratitude  could  have 
put  me  out  of  my  way,  God  knows  w^iere  I  should 
have  wandered  by  this  time. 

I  am  glad  the  business  of  St  Nicholas*  is  over 
any  way :  my  inclination  was  Mr  Wall ;  that  I 
might  have  joined  the  vicarage  of  Cas^knock  to 
the  prebead  of  MaU)idart ;  which  would  have  made 
a  ^ood  provision  for  one  man,  serred  the  cures  b^^ 
ter,  and  yielded  more  then  to  the  incumbent,  than  it 
can  do  now  when  in  different  hand$.  But  I  eoold 
not  compass  it  without  using  more  power  over  mjT 
clergy,  than  I  am  willing  to  exert  But  as  I  am 
thankful  to  you  for  your  condescension  in  that  aff 
fair,  so  I  will  expect  that  those,  with  whom  you 
have  complied,  should  show  their  sense  of  it  by  a 
mutual  return  of  the  like  compliance,  when  there 
shall  be  occasion.  Such  reciprocal  kind  offices  are 
the  ground  of  mutual  confidence  and  friendship, 
and  the  fuel  that  ke^s  them  alive:  and  I  think no^ 


*  Tlis-deap  apd  cliapter  of  St  Patrick's  are  tlie  app'ropriaftors 
of  that  i^hnrcb,  sa4  ba?e  ilie  rigttt  of  b^0wiDg  the  cme  on 
whom  they  please.*— H.  * 
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thing  can  contribute  more  to  our  common  ease,  and 
the  pubKc  good,  than  maintaiaiag  these  between 
yon  and  me,  and  with  the  clergy. 

We  have  a  strong  report,  that  my  Lord  Boling- 
broke  wiU  return  here,  and  be  pardoned ;  certainly 
it  must  not  be  for  nothing.  I  hope  he  can  tell  no 
ill  9tory  of  you.*  I  add  only  my  prayers  for  yDU> 
and  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  servant,  and  brother. 

Will.  Dubun. 


TO  THE  ARCHBISHOP  OF  DUBLIN. 

Trim,  Dec.  16. 1716. 
My  Lord, 
I  SHOULD  be  sonry  to  see  my  Lord  Bc^ingbroke 
following  the  trade  of  an  informer :  because  he  is 
a  person  for  whom  I  always  had,  and  still  continue, 
a  very  great  love  and  esteem.  For  I  think,  as  the 
rest  of  mankind  do,  that  informers  are  a  detestable 
race  of  people,  although  they  may  be  sometimes 
necessary.  Besides,  I  do  not  see  whom  his  lord»- 
ship  can  inform  against,  except  himself:  he  was 
three  or  four  days  at  the  court  of  France,  while  he 
was  secretary ;  and  it  is  barely  possible,  he  might 
then  have  entered  into  some  deep  negociation  with 
die  pretender :  although  I  would  not  believe  him, 
if  he  should  swear  it :  because  he  protested  to  me, 
that  he  never  saw  him  but  once :  and  that  was  at  a 
great  distance,  in  public,  at  an  opera.    As  to  any 


*  This  unbecoming  insiniiatioii,  the  Dean  repels  with  becom- 
ipg  spirit  In  hh  answer. 
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Others  of  the  ministry  dt  that  time,  I  am  con^^ent 
he  cannot  accuse  them:  and  that  they  will  appear 
as  innocent  with  relation  to  the  pretender  as  any 
who  are  now  at  the  helm.  And  as  to  mysetf,  if  I 
were  of  any  importance,  I  should  be  very  easy  un- 
der such  an  accusation ;  much  easier,  than  I  am 
to  think  your  i^race  imagines  me  in  any  danger, 
or  that  Lord  Bolingbroke  should  have  any  ill  story 
to  tell  of  me.  He  knows,  and  loves,  and  thinks 
too  well  of  me,  to  be  capable  of  such  an  action. 
But  I  am  surprised  to  think  your  grace  could  talk, 
or  act,  or  correspond  with  me  for  some  years  past : 
while  you  must  needs  believe  me  a  most  false  and 
vile  man;  declaring  to  you  on  all  occasions  my 
abhorrence  of  the  pretender,  and  yet  privately  en- 
gaged with  a  ministry  to  bring  him  in ;  and  there- 
fore warning  me  to  look  to  myself,  and  prepare  my 
defence  against  a  false  brother,  coming  over  to  dis- 
cover such  secrets  as  would  hang  me.  Had  there 
beea  ever  the  least  overture  or  intent  of  bringing  in 
the  pretender,  during  my  acquaintance  with  the 
ministry,  I  think  I  must  have  been  very  stupid  not 
to  have  picked  out  some  discoveries  or  suspicions. 
And  although  I  am  not  sure  I  should  have  turned 
informor,  yet  I  am  certain  I  should  have  dropped 
some  general  cautions,  and  immediately  have  re- 
tired.  When  people  say  things  were  not  ripe  at 
the  queen's  death  ;  they  say  they  know  not  what. 
Things  were  rotten:  and  had  the  ministers  any 
such'  thoughts,  they  should  have  begun  three  years 
before;  and  they  who  say  otherwise,  understand 
nothing  of  the  state  of  the  kingdom  at  that  time. 

But  whether  I  am  mistaken  or  not  in  other  men, 
I  beg  your  grace  to  believe,  that  I  am  not  mistaken 
in  myself.  I  always  professed  to  be  against  the 
pretender;  and  am  so  still.    And  this  is  not  to 
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make  my  court  (which  I  know  is  vain),  for  I  own 
myself  full  of  doubts  fears,  and  dissatisfactions; 
which  I  think  on  as  seldom  as  I  can :  yet  if  I  were 
of  any  value,  the  public  may  safely  rely  on  my  loy-* 
alty  :  because  I  look  upon  the  coming  of  the  pre* 
tender  as  a  greater  evil,  than  any  we  are  likely  to 
suffer  under  the  worst  whig  ministry  that  can  be 
found. 

I  have  not  spoke  or  thought  so  much  of  party 
these  two  years,  nor  could  any  thing  have  tempted 
me  to  it,  but  the  grief  I  have  in  standing  so  ill  in 
your  grace*s  opinion/  I  beg  your  grace's  blessing ; 

And  am,  &c. 

JoN.  Swift. 


TO  THE  SAME. 

Trim,  Dec,  M,  1716. 
My  Lord, 
I  HAVE  been  here  some  days,  to  finish  the  pur- 
chase of  a  glebe  for  my  country  parish.  I  prevailed 
on  a  gentleman  to  alienate  twenty  acres  for  2001. 
to  be  had  from  the  trustees  of  the  first-fruits.  He 
then  sets  me  twenty-three  acres  more  for  999  years. 
Upon  these  last  twenty-three  acres,  I  am,  by  agree- 
ment, to  lay  out  the  said  2001.  in  building,  and  to 
give  the  gentleman  immediately  551.  out  of  my  own 
pocket,  and  to  pay  him  141.  per  annum  for  ever, 
which  is  near  the  value  of  the  whole  forty  acres; 
these  last  twenty-three  acres,  after  I  have  built  and 
improved,  I  design  to   leave  my  successor,*  who 


*  See  the  Dean's  will^ 
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^ill  then  have  forty-three  acres  of  good  glebes  ^tji 
house,  gardens,  &c.  for  141.  per  annum.  I  recb^ 
to  lay  out  of  my  own  money  above  9^5Qh  and  so  to 
be  an  humble  imitator  of  your  grace,  longo  inUrvaUo. 
This  expedient  was'  a  project  of  Or  Raymond,  mi* 
Bister  of  this  town,  to  deal  with  a  Jew,  who  would 
not  lessen  his  rent-roll  to  save  all  the  churches  in 
Christendom.  Dr  Coghill,  and  every  body  else, 
approves  the  thing;  since  it  is  a  good  bargain  to 
the  church,  a  better  to  the  gentlemaui  and  only  a 
bad  one  to  myself ;  and  I  hope  your  grace  will  have 
the  same  thoughts. 

Since  I  came  dpwn  here,  I  received  the  honour 
of  |i  large,  and  therefore  an  agreeable  letter,  from 
your  grace,  of  November  22.  I  have  reason  to  think 
myself  hardly  dealt  with  by  those  of  the  side  in 
power,  who  will  not  think  I  deserve  any  place  in 
your  good  thoughts;  when  they  cannot  but  know, 
that,  while  I  was  near  the  late  ministry,  I  was  a 
common  advocate  for  those  they  called  the  whigs, 
to  a  degree,  that  a  certain  great  miniMer  told  me, 
I  had  aJhvays  a  whig  in  my  sleeve ;  oeitber  did  I 
ever  fail  to  interpose  in  any  case  of  merit  or  com* 
passion,  by  which  meaiis  several  persons  in  EngUi^ 
and  some  m  this  kingdom,  kept  their  employtnentfi^ 
Im"  I  cannot  remember  my  Lord  Oxford  ev<er 
loused  me  a  request  of  that  kiiMl«  And  for  the 
rest,  your  grace  may  very  well  remember,  that  I 
had  the  honour  of  corresponding  with  you,  duriog 
the  whole  period,  with  some  degree  of  co^fidadce : 
because  I  know  your  grace  had  wished  the  sapie 
tbingis,  but  differed  only  in  opiojon  about  the  hands 
that  should  effect  ibem.  It  was  on  ^cco^itf  of  thi^ 
conduct,  that  certain  warm  creatures  of  this  king- 
dom, then  in  ijondon,  and  not  unknown  to  your 
grace,  had  the  assurance  to  give  me  broad  hints 
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diat  I  was  proriding  against  a  change ;  and  I  ob* 
iserve  those  very  men  are  now  the  most  careful  of 
all  others,  to  creep  as  far  as  they  can  out  of  harm's 
way. 

The  system  of  new  zealots,  which  your  grace 
extracted,  must  be  vei^  suitable  to  my  principles, 
who  was  always  a  whig  in  politics.  I  have  been 
told,  that  upon  the  death  of  the  last  nonjuring 
bishop,  Dodwell*  and  hb  followers  thought  the 
schism  at  an  end.  My  notion  was,  that  these 
people  began  to  set  up  again,  upon  despair  of  their 


*  Henry  Dodwell^  a  very  learned  nonconforming  diTine. 
Be  endeaToured  as  much  as  he  could  to  heal  the  schism  in  the 
•h«reh  of  England,  apon  the  foUowing  dccasions : 

In  the  beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century,  ^^  observingi  that 
the  deprlTed  bishops  were  reduced  to  a  small  numiber,  he  wrote 
^  A  Case  in  View  considered,'  proving,  that  [in  case  our  present 
in^alidly  deprived  fathers  shall  leave  all  their  sees  vacant,  either 
by  idealh  or  resignation],  we  shall  not  then  be  obliged  to  keep  up 
onr  separation  from  those  bishops  who  are  as  yet  involf  ed  in  thl| 
guslt  of  Ae  present  unhappy  sehbm.  Lond.  1705.  8vo.  Some 
time  after,  he  published  ^  A  farther  prospect  of  the  Case  in  View, 
in  answer  to  some  new  objections  not  then  considered.'    Lond. 

1707.  8vo Upon  the  death  of  Dr  William  Lloyd,  the 

deprived  bbhop  of  Norwich,  on  die  first  of  January  17  lO-lIi 
Mr  DodwdL  with  some  other  friends,  wrote  to  Dr  Thomas  Kenn, 
of  Bath  and  Wells,  the  only  surviving  deprived  bishop,  to  know 
whether  he  challenged  their  subjection  ?  lie  returned  for  answer 
that  he  did  not :  and  signified  his  desire  that  the  breach  might  be 
closed  by  thwr  joining  vrtth  the  bishops  possessed  of  their  sees; 
giving  his  reasons  for  it.  Accordingly,  Mr  I>odwell  and  several 
i(  his  friends  joined  in  communion  with  them.  But  others 
refusing  to  do  so,  Mr  Dodweii  was  exceedingly  concerned  at  it 
and  wrote,  ^  The  Case  in  View  now  in  Fact,  proving  that  the  con* 
tinuance  of  a  separate  communion  without  sabstitntes  in  any  of 
{the  late  finvalidly .deprived  sees,  since  the  death  of  WilliMi,  bite 
ld>Td  Bishop  of  Norwji cfa,  is  schnmatical.  With  an  Appendizy 
proving.  That  our  late  inyalidly^deprived  fathers  had  no  right  to 
substitute  successors,  who  might  l^itimate  the  separation,  after 
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caiiise  by  the  rebelKon  ♦  being  brought  to  an  end; 
else  their  politics  are,  if  possible,  worse  than  their 
divinity.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  clear,  that  the 
game  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  king  and  his 
ministers ;  and  I  am  eirtremely  glad  of  your  grace's 
opinion^  that  it  will  be  played  as  it  onght :  or,  if  we 
must  suffer  for  a  name,  however,  I  had  rather  be 
devoured  by  a  lion  than  a  rat. 

That  maxim  of  the  injuring  person  never  forgiv- 
ing the  person  injured,  is,  I  believe,  true  in  particu- 
lars, but  not  of  communities.  I  cannot  but  sup- 
pose that  the  clergy  thought  therfe  were  some  hard- 
ships and  grounds  for  fears,  otherwise  they  niust  be 
very  wiqked,  or  very  mad  ;  to  say  more  would  be  to 
enter  into  ^  dispute  upon  a  party  subject; ;  a  dog  or  a 
horse  knows  when  he  is  kindly  treated :  and  besides, 
a  wise  administration  will  endeavour  to '  remove  "Ae 
yain,  as  well  as  the  real  fears  of  those  they  govern. 

I  saw  the  provost  yesterday  in  this  neighbourhood, 
and  had  some  little  talk  with  him  upon  the  occasion 
of  the  Bishop  of  Killaloe*s  death :  I  believe  be  would 
accept  of  the  deanery  of  Derry,  if  Dr  Bolton  the 
dean  should  be  promoted;  but  I  said  nothing  of  it 
to  him.  I  believe  he  has  written  to  Mr  Molyneux.  f 
I  find,  since  he  cannot  be  trusted  with  a  bishoprick, 
that  he  desires  to  leave  his  station  with  as  good  a 
grace  as  he  can ;  and  that  it  may  not  be  thought 


ike  scbism  had  been  conclncied  by  the  decease  of  the  last  surriTor 
of  those  same  fathers.'  Lond.  1711*  8vo."— Biogr.  Brit  Lond. 
1793,  Vol.  V.  p.32d. 

*  In.Scotknd,  in  theyear  1715.— -F. 

i  Samuel  Molyneux,  Esq.  a  geutleman  of  great  abilities  and 
la^ge  property  in  Ireland,  secretary  to  th^  Prince  of  Wales  cfaaa^; 
cellor  of  the  university  of  DubliD.—F. 
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that  what  he  shall  get  is  only  to  get  rid  of  him.  I 
said  in  general,  that  such  a  circumstance,  as  things 
stQod,  vas  hardly  worth  the  quiet  of  a  man's  whole 
life  ;  and  so  we  parted,  only  with  telling  him  I  in- 
tended to  write  to  your  grace,  in  answer  to  a  letter  I 
had  from  you. 

JoN.  Swift. 


FROM  ERASMUS  LEWIS,  ESa 

London,  ^an.  IS,  1716*17. 
Sir, 

About  two  months  ago  I  sent .  you  a  very 
long  epistle,  and  was  in  hopies  you  would  either 
have  made  us  a  visit,  cur  have  let  us  hear  from  you. 
Since  you  have  done  neither,  we  must  flatter  our- 
selves  that  you  will  be  better  the  new  year  than  the 
fornier. 

Our  friend  Prior,  not  having  had  the  vicissitude  of 
human  things  before  his  eyes,  is  likely  to  end  his 
days  in  as  forlorn  a  state  as  any  other  poet  has  done 
before  him,  if  his  friends  do  not  take  more  care  of 
him  than  he  did  of  himself.  Therefore,  to  prevent 
the  evil,  which  we  see  is  coming  on  very  fast,  we 
have  a  project  of  printing  his  Solomon,  and  other 
Poetical  Works,  by  subscription;  one  guinea  to  be 
paid  in  hand,  and  the  other  at  the  delivery  of  the 
book.  He,  Arbuthnot,  Pope,  and  Gay,  are  now 
with  me,  and  remember  you.  It  is  om*  joint  re* 
quest,  that  you  will  endeavour  to  procure  some  sub- 
scriptions :  you  will  give  your  receipts  for  the  money 
you  receive^  and  when  you  return  it  hither  you  shall 
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^ave  others  m  lieu.  There  are  no  papers  printed 
here,  nor  anj  advertisement  to  be  pii^ist^^  for 
like  whole  malter  is^^tolie  mana^d  by  friends  in  sucb 
a  manner  as  shall  be  least  shocking  to  the  (fignitf  ei 
a  jplenipotentiary.* 

I  am  told  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin  shows  a  letter 
of  yours,  reflecting  on  the  high-flying  clergy.  I 
fancy  you  have  writ  to  him  in  an  ironical  style, 
and  that  he  would  have  it  otherwise  understood. 
This  will  bring  to  yomr  mkid  what  I  have  formerly 
said  to  you  on  that  figure.  Pray  condescend  to 
explain  this  matter  to  me.  The  removal  of  my 
Lord  Townshend  has  given  a  little  spirit ;  but  that 
will  soon  flag,  if  the  king,  at  his  return,  does  not 
make  farther  changes.  What  measures  his  majesty 
will  take  is  uncertain ;  but  this  we  are  very  sure 
ef,  than  the  division  oF  t^  whigs  is  so  great,  that, 
morally  speaking,  nothing  but  another  rebellion 
can  ever  unite  thenu  Sunderland,  Stanhope^  and 
Cadogan  are  of  one  side;  Townshendl,  WaJpde, 
Orford,  Devonshire,  andl  the  chancellor  t»  on  the 
other.  The  latter  seem  at  present  to  be  strong^; 
but  when  the  former  appear  with  a  Gehnan  rein- 
forcewenf,  thCT^  wiH'  ufidoubtedly  turn  the  balance. 
They  are  both  making  their  court  to  the  tories, 
who,  I  h^pe,  will  be  a  body  by  themselves,  and  not 
serve  as  recraite^  to  either  of  the  other  twe.  Lord 
Towni^end's  friends  give  out,  that  his  *sgrace  is 


*  The  work  b  a  splendid  folio,  dedicaited,.  like  a  former  edition 
of  Prior's  ppems,  te  the  Earl*  of  Dorset  and  Middlesex,  and  pn- 
Bllshed  in  I7t8.  Notwithstanding  the  original  high  price,  an^ 
the  pre-election  of  the  age  for  f  iie  printmg  and  large  pape^^ 
i^tedhliedidQB)  of  am  Eogtish  classic  of  the  first  order,  ift  ^MvMf 


^Id  at  a  very  tMimg  price. 
+  WiUiam/EaVl  Cowper....B. 
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owing  to  refusing  four  things^  viz.  to  keep  up  the 
army;  repeal  the  limitations  of  the  succession-act; 
to  send  money  to  Germany  for  carrying  on  a  war 
against  Sweden;  and  to  attaint  Lord  Oxford.  When 
Lord  Sunderland*  comes  over,  he  will  probably  cry 
*  whore  again,'  and  endeavour  to  saddle  Lord  Towns- 
hend  in  his  turn.  For  these  reproaches  now  are  like 
that  of  jacobitism  in  former  reigns.  We  are  told, 
that  Lord  Bolingbroke  has  permission  to  stay  in 
France,  notwithstanding  the  late  treaty,  provided  he 
retires  from  Paris. 


TO  ARCHBISHOP  KING, 

London,  March  9,  1716-17. 
My  Lord, 
I  HAD  yesterday  the  honour  of  a  letter  from  your 
grace,  wherein  you  first  mention  Mr  Duncan's  acci- 
dent, who,  as  it  falls  out,  is  (juite  recovered,  and 
they  say  is  since  better  of  his  asthma :  I  believe, 
whenever  he  dies,  I  shall  be  in  some  difficulties, 
although  I  am  wholly  indifferent  who  may  succeed 
him,  provided  he  may  be  a  deserving  person  ;  unless 
I  might  say,  that  my  inclinations  are  a  little  turned 
to  oblige  Mr  Dopping,  f  on  account  of  his  brother, 
for  whom  I  have  always  had  a  very  great  esteem. 


*  By  whose  intrigues  Lord  Viscount  Townshend  had  been  re« 
moTed  from  the  post  of  secretary  of  state,  which  was  giren  to 
Genenl  Stanhope,  afterward  Earl  of  Stanhope..-. B. 

+  Mr  Dopping  was  made  Bishop  of  Ossory  in  1741,  and  died 
the  year  following.  He  was  uncle  to  Miss  Hamilton,  afterward 
Conntess  of  Os8ory.*^N. 

VOL.  XVI.  IT 
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It  wilj  be  impossible  for  me  to  carry  aiay  poiat. 
against  that  great  majority  of  the  chapter,  who  are 
sure  to  oppose  me  whenever  party  interferes :  a^d 
in  those  cases  I  shall  be  very  ready  to  change  my 
nomination,  (m\y  choosing  those  I  least  dislike 
among  such  as  they  will  consent  to :  wherein  I  hope* 
I  shall  have  your  grace's  approbation. 

About  a  week  ago,  I  wrote  to  your  grace  in  rela- 
tion to  the  provost.  My  Lord  Bishop  of  Dromore, 
Dr  Coghill,  and  I,  were  yesterday  using  our  rheto- 
ric to  no  purpose. — The  topic  he  perpetually  ad-, 
heres  to  is,  that  the  court  offers  him  a  deanery, 
because  they  look  upon  him  as  a  man  they  cannot 
trust ;  which,  he  says,  affects  his  reputation  :  that 
he  professes  to  be  as  true  to  the  present  king,  as  any 
person  in  emplo3rment :  that  he  has  always  shown 
himself  so:  that  he  was  sacrificed  by  the  tories 
in  the  late  reign,  on  account  of  the  dispute  in  the 
college,  and  other  matters :  that  he  publickly  argues 
and  appears  against  the  same  party  now,-  upon  all 
occasions ;  and  expects  as  little  favour  from  them, 
if  ever  they  should  come  into  power,  as  any  maix 
now  in  employment.  As  to  any  hints  dropped  to 
him  of  any  danger  or  uneasiness  from  parliament  or 
visitation,  he  declares  himself  perfectly  safe  and  easy : 
and  it  it  might  not  affect  the  society,  he  should  be 
glad  of  such  inquiries,  in  order  to  vindicate  him- 
self: that  he  should  like  the  deanery  of  Down  full 
as  well,  and  perhaps  better,  than  the  bishoprick  of 
Dromore,  provided  the  deanery  was  given  him  in 
such  a  manner,  and  with  some  mark  of  favour  and 
approbation,  that  the  world  would  not  think  he 
was  driven  into  it  as  a  man  whom  the  king  could 
not  trust;  and  if  any  such  method  could  be  thought 
on,  he  would  readily  accept  it:  that  he  is  very 
sensible  be  should  be  much  happier  in  the  other 
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Station,  and  much  richer,  and  which  weighs  with 
him  more,  that  it  would  be  much  for  the  present 
interest  of  the  college  to  be  under  another  head : 
but  that  the  sense  of  his  own  loss  of  credit  prevails 
with  him  above  all  considerations :  and  that  he 
hopes  in  some  time  to  convince  the  world,  and  the 
court  too,  that  he  has  been  altogether  misrepre- 
sented. 

This  is  the  sum  of  his  reasoning,  by  all  I  could 
gather  after  several  conversations  with  him,  both 
alone  and  with  some  of  his  best  friends :  who  all 
differ  from  him,  as,  he  allows,  most  of  his  acquain- 
tance do.  I  am  no  judge  of  what  consequence  his 
removal  may  be  to  the  service  of  the  college,  or  of 
any  favours  to  be  shewn  it.  But,  I  believe,  it 
would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  find  a  temper  in 
this  affair:  for  instance  (I  speak  purely  my  own 
thoughts),  if  the  prince  would  graciously  please  to 
send  a  favourable  message  by  his  secretary,  to  offer 
him  the  deanery,  in  such  a  manner  as  might  answer 
the  provost's  difficulty.  I  cannot  but  think  your 
grace  might  bring  such  a  thing  about ;  but  that  I 
humbly  leave  to  your  grace. 

My  Lord  Bishop  of  Dromore  received  letters  yes^ 
terday  from  your  grace,  and  the  Bishop  of  Derry, 
with  an  account  of  his  succeeding  to  Clogher,  of 
which  I  am  sure  all  parties  will  be  exceeding  glad. 

I  wish  your  grace  a  good  journey  to  the  Bath, 
and  a  firm  establishmeat  of  your  health  there,     l 
am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  my  Lord, 
Your  grace's  most  dutiful 
and  most  humble  servant, 

Jon.  Swift. 

Not  knowing  but  your  grace  might  be  gone  to  the 
^ath,  I  have  mentioned  something^  of  the  pro? 
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vost*s  affair,  in  a  letter  this  post,  to  my  Lord 
Bishop  of  Derry. 


TO  THE  SAME. 

Dublin,  March  22,  1716-17. 
My  Lo!lD, 

Your  grace's  letter  was  a  long  time  before  it 
reached  tne ;  for  I  was  several  weeks  in  the  country, 
dispatching  the  affair  of  the  glebe,  which,  however, 
is  not  yet  quite  finished.  Your  grace  does  rightly 
conceive  the  nature  of  my  purchase,  and  that  1  am 
likely  to  be  L.  200  poorer  for  it :  only  I  shall  endea- 
vour to  lose  by  degrees,  which  is  all  I  have  for  it. 
I  shall  endeavour,  as  much  as  I  can,  to  prevent 
the  evil  you  foresee  of  my  successors  neglecting 
my  improvements,  and  letting  them  all  go  to  ruin. 
I  shall  take  the  best  advice  I  can,  and  leave  them 
to  be  foolfe,  as  well  as  knaves,  if  they  do  so ;  for  I 
shall  make  so  many  plantations  and  hedges,  that  the 
land  will  let  for  double  the  value ;  and,  after  all,  I 
nftust  leave  something  to  fortune. 

As  to  what  your  grace  mentions  of  a  practice 
in  the  late  feign,  of  engaging  people  to  come  into 
the  queen's  measures,  I  have  a  great  deal  to  say 
on  that  subject,  not  worth  troubling  you  with  at 
presfent;  farther  than  that  I  am  confident  those  who 
pretend  to  say  most  of  it,  are  conscious  their  accu- 
sation is  wrong :  but  I  never  love  myself  so  little 
as  when  I  differ  from  yoUr  grace ;  nor  do  I  believe 
I  ever  shall  do  it,  but  where  I  am  master  of  the  fact, 
and  your  grace  has  it  only  by  report. 

I  have  been  speaking  much  to  the  pfovost  about 
the  deanery  of  Dferry,  or  whatever  other  employ- 
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ment,  under  a  bishoprick,  may  be  designed  him 
upon  these  promotions!.  I  find  Dr  GoghiU*  has 
been  upon  the  subject  with  him,  but  1^  is  abso* 
lutely  positive  to  take  nothing  less  ^  present ;  and 
his  argument  is,  that  whatever  shall  be  given  him 
now,  beneath  the  station  his  predecessors  were 
called  to,  will  be  a  mark  of  his  lying  under  the  dis- 
pleasure of  the  court,  and  that  he  is  not  to  be 
trusted ;  whereas  he  looks  upon  himself  to  have 
acted  with  principles  as  loyal  to  the  present  govern- 
ment, as  any  the  king  employs.  He  does  not  seem 
to  dislike  either  of  the  deaneries  of  Derry  or  Down, 
but  is  persuaded  it  will  reflect  upon  his  reputation : 
and  unless  it  could  be  contrived  that  he  might  have 
some  mark  of  favour  and  approbation  along  with 
such  a  preferment,  I  believe  your  grace  may  be 
assured  he  will  not  accept  it.  I  only  repeat  what 
he  says  to  me,  and  what  I  believe  he  will  adhere  to. 
For  my  own  part,  who  am  not  so  refined,  I  gave 
my  opinion  that  he  should  take  what  was  given 
him  :  but  his  other  friends  differ  from  me,  wid  for 
aught  I  know,  they  may  be  in  the  right ;  and  if  the 
court  thinks  it  of  consequence  that  the  present  pro- 
vost should  be  removed,  I  am  not  sure  but  a  way 
may  be  foutid  out  of  saving  his  credit,  which  is  all 
he  seems  to  require ;  although  I  am  confident,  that 
if  he  were  a  bishop,  the  government  might  be 
very  secure  of  him,  since  he  seems  wholly  fallen 
out  with  the  tories,  and  the  tories  with  him  i  and  I 
do  not  know  any  man,  who,  in  common  conversa- 
tion, talks  with  more  zeal  for  the  present  establish- 


*  Mannaduke  Goghill,  LL.  D.  judge  of  the  prerogatiTC  court ; 
afterwards  a  priTy.councillor,  chancellor  of  the  exchequer^  and 
commissioner  of  the  reYeiiue.— F« 
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ment^  and  against  all  opposers  of  it,  than  be.  The 
only  thing  he  desires  at  present  in  his  discourse  with 
me,  is,  that  no  proposal  of  a  deanery  *  should  be  at 
all  made  to  him,  but  that  he  may  go  on  as  he  is, 
until  farther  judgment  shall  be  made  of  him  by  his 
future  conduct. 

I  thought  it  proper  to  say  thus  much  to  your  grace, 
because  1  did  not  know  whether  you  and  he  per- 
fectly understood  each  other. 

I  hear  your  grace  intends  this  spring  for  the  Bath. 

I  shall  pray,  for  the  good  of  the  church,  that  you 

may  then  establish  your  health.     I  am,  with  the 

greatest  respect. 

Your  grace's  most  dutiful  and  most  humble  servant, 

JoN.  Swift. 

Among  other  things,  the  provost  argued,  that  Dr 
Foster  was  promoted  to  a  bishoprick  from  being 
a  fellow ;  and  therefore  he  must  conclude,  that 
offering  him  a  less  preferment  is  a  mark  of  dis- 
pleasure ;  with  which  circumstance  he  is  deter- 
mined not  to  leave  his  present  station. 


TO  THE  SAME. 

MagherlyD,  May  1,  1717. 

Mv  Lord, 
Your  grace's  letter  of  March  23d  was  brought  to 
me  at  Trim,  where  I  went  a  month  ago  to  finish 

♦  Dr  Pratt  soon  after  accepted  the  deanery  of  Down. 
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my  lease  and  purchase  for  my  countfy  parish.  In 
some  days  after,  I  met  my  Lord  Bishop  of  Clogher 
at  Drogheda,  by  appointment :  we  went  together 
to  Clogher,  where  he  was  enthroned,  and  after  three 
days  came  to  this  place,  where  his  lordship  is  set- 
tling every  thing  against  the  coming  of  the  new 
bishop,  who  is  expected  here  next  week.  My 
great  business  at  Clogher  was  to  seduce  his  lord- 
ship to  lay  out  L.  2000  in  a  new  house,  and  for  that 
end  we  rode  about  to  find  a  situation.  I  know  not 
whether  I  shall  prevail :  for  he  has  a  hankering 
after  making  additions  to  the  old  one,  which  I  will 
never  consent  to,  and  would  rather  he  should  leave 
all  to  the  generosity  of  a  successor.  My  notion  is, 
that  when  a  bishop,  with  good  dispositions,  hap 
pens  to  arise,  it  should  be  every  man's  business  to 
cultivate  them.  It  is  no  ill  age  that  produces  two 
such  ;  and  therefore,  if  I  had  credit  with  youf 
grace  and  his  lordship,  it  should  be  all  employed 
in  jiushing  you  both  upon  works  of  public  good, 
without  the  least  mercy  to  your  pains  or  your 
purses,  x^n  expert  tradesman  makes  a  few  of  his 
best  customers  answer,  not  only  for  those  whom  he 
gets  little  or  nothing  by,  but  for  all  who  die  in  his 
debt. 

I  will  suppose  your  grace  has  heard  of  Mr  Dun- 
can^s  death.  I  am  sure  I  have  heard  enough  of  it, 
by  a  great  increase  of  disinterested  correspondents 
ever  since.  It  is  well  I  am  at  free  cost  for  board 
and  lodging,  else  postage  would  have  undone  me. 
I  have  returned  no  answer  to  any ;  and  shall  be 
glad  to  proceed  with  your  grace's  approbation,  which 
is  a  less  compliment,  because  I  believe  my  chapter 
are  of  opinion  I  can  hardly  proceed  without  it.  I 
only  desire  two  things ;  first,  that  those  who  call 
themselves  my  friends  may  have  no  reason  to  re- 
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proach  me ;  and  the  second,  that  in  the  course  of 
this  matter,  I  may  have  something  to  di^K>se  of  to 
some  one  I  wish  well  to. 

Some  weeks  before  Mr  Duncan's  death,  his 
brother-in-law,  Mr  Lawson,  minister  of  Galtrim, 
went  for  England,  by  Mr  Duncan's  consent,  to 
apply  for  an  adjoining  living,  called  Kilmore,  ia 
Mr  Duncan's  possession,  and  now  in  the  crown  by 
his  death.  I  know  not  his  success ;  but  heartily 
wish,  if  it  be  intended  for  him,  that  the  matter 
might  take  another  turn :  that  Mr  Warren,  who  is 
landlord  of  Galtrim,  might  have  that  living,  and 
Kilmore  adjoining,  both  not  L.  150,  and  Mr  Lawson 
to  go  down  to  Mr  Warren's  living,  in  Clogher 
diocese,  worth  above  L.  200.  But  this  is  all  at  random, 
because  I  know  not  whether  Kilmore  may  not  be 
Already  disposed  of,  for  I  hear  it  is  in  your  grace's 
turn. 

I  heard  lately  from  the  provost,  who  talked  ot 
hemg  in  tbe  tM>rth  in  a  month  ;  bat  our  Dublin  ac- 
count is,  that  they  know  not  when  the  deanery  is 
to  be  given  him.  I  do  not  find  any  great  joy  in 
either  party,  on  account  of  the  person,  who,  it  is 
Mipposed,  will  succeed  him.  *  The  wrong  custom 
of  making  that  post  the  next  step  to  a  bishoprict 
has  been,  as  jnour  grace  says,  of  ill  consequence ; 
and  although,  as  you  add,  it  gives  them  no  rank, 
yet  they  think  fit  to  take  it,  and  make  no  scruple 
©f  preceding,  on  all  occasions,  the  best  private 
clergyman  in  the  kingdom :  which  is  a  trifle  of 
great  consequence  when  a  man's  head  is  possessed 
Wflii  it. 

i  pray  God  preserve  your  grace,  for  the  good  of 


^Hr  Richard  Baldwio,  who  succeeded  Dr  Pratt  as  prordst. 
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the  churdi  and  the  learned  world ;  and  for  the  hap- 
piness of  those  whom  you  are  pleased  to  honour 
with  your  friendship,  favour,  or  protection.  I  beg 
your  grace's  blessing;  and  remain,  with  the  greatest 
truth  and  respect,  my  Lord, 

Your  grace's  most  dutiful 

and  most  humble  servant, 

Jon.  Swift. 


FROM  ERASMUS  LEWIS,  ESQ. 

London,  Jane  I5y  1717* 

Sia, 
Last  night  I  received  yours  of  the  5th  instant ; 
and  since  you  tell  me  I  am  your  only  correspon- 
dent, I  think  I  ought  to  be  the  more  punctual  in 
my  returns,  and  the  more  full  in  what  relates  to  our 
friends  here.  You  will  see  by  the  public  prints  that 
Monday  next  come  se'ennight  is  appointed  for  the 
trial  of  my  Lord  Oxford,  and  that  no  less  than  six- 
and-twenty  doughty  members  are  appointed  to 
manage  it.  The  lords  have  likewise  settled  the 
wlude  fiHtns  of  the  proceedings.  My  lord  has  asked, 
that  two  lawyers  more  might  be  added  to  his  coun- 
sel: yet  is  all  this  but  a  farce;  for  there  is  not  a 
creature  living  who  thinks  he  will  ever  be  tried : 
for  they  publickly  own,  that  they  neither  have, 
nor  ever  had^  any  evidence  ;  and  laugh  at  impeach- 
ments and  attainders,  and  party  gambols ;  and  say, 
that  all  people  deserve  to  be  so  punished,  who  pre- 
sume to  'dispossess  the  whigs  of  their  indefeasible 
right  to  the  administration.  But  since  be  is  not 
to  be  tried,  the  next  question  is,  in  what  manner 
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he  is  to  be  brought  off,  so  as  to  save  the  honour 
of  his  prosecutors  ?  I  think  it  will  be  by  an  act  of 
grace.  Others  say,  it  will  be  by  the  commons  ask- 
ing more  time,  and  the  lords  of  their  party  agreeing 
to  refuse  it.  But  as  we  are  wholly  ignorant  of  theif 
intentions,  it  is  possible  neither  of  these  guesses  may 
be  right,  and  that  they  may  keep  him  yet  another 
year  in  prison ;  which  my  Lord  Marlborough  seems 
passionately  to  desire. 

We  labour  here  under  all  the  disadvantages  in  the 
world  in  every  respect ;  for  the  tide  of  party  runs 
still  very  strong  everywhere,  but  in  no  place  more 
than  in  Westminster  Hall.  Those  on  this  side, 
whose  honour  and  interest  both  require  that  all 
people,  who  pay  obedience,  should  be  protected, 
seem  to  want  a  capacity  to  govern  ;  and  the  simili- 
tude of  circumstances  between  the  king  and  the  re- 
gent, render  the  latter  a  firm  ally,  contrary  to  the 
natural  interest  of  France.  Thus  we  are  secure 
from  any  foreign  enemy. 

I  agree  with  you,  that  Snape's  letter  *  is  really 
but  a  letter,  and  that  it  is  much  too  short  and  too 
slight  for  such  a  subject.  However,  his  merit  was 
great,  in  being  the  first  to  give  the  alarm  to  his 
brethren,  and  setting  himself  in  the  front  of  the 
battle  against  his  adversaries.  In  those  respects, 
his  letter  has  had  its  full  effect. 

1  desire  you  willbe  as;  quick  as  you  can  in  the 
assistance  you  intend  Prior ;  for  those  who  sub- 
scribed here  are  impatient' to  have  their  books;  and 


*  To  the  Bishop  qf  Bangor,  Dr  Hoadley,  occasioned  bj  bis 
lordship's  sermon  preached  before  the  king  on  March  31,  1717, 
*'  concerning  the  nature  of  the  kingdom  and  church  of  Christ," 
in  which.that  prelate  had  expressed  his  low.phurcl^  sentiment^ 
rery  strongly. 
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'  we  cannot  keep  it  off  much  longer,  without  passing 
for  common  cheats.  Dr  Arbuthnot  and  Mr 
Charleton  and  I,  remember  you  often.  Lady  Ma- 
sham  always  asks  for  you  very  affectionately.  By 
the  way,  I  am  perfectly  restored  to  grace  there,  and 
am  invited  to  their  house  in  the  country.  ♦  As 
soon  as  Lord  Oxford's  affair  is  over,  I  intend  to  go 
amongst  my  friends  in  the  country,  not  to  return 
hither  till  about  Michaelmas.  But  if  you  will  direct 
to  me  at  my  house  in  town,  your  letters  will  be  con- 
veyed to  me,  wherever  I  am.  Mr  Rochfort  f  seems 
to  have  a  great  many  good  qualities,  and  1  am  hearti- 
ly glad  he  has  met  with  success.     Adieu. 


FROM  THE  SAME. 

London,  June  18,  1717. 
Having  acquainted  you  in  my  letter  of  last  post, 
that  it  was  the  universal  opinion  the  commons  would 
not  proceed  to  the  trial  of  my  Lord  Oxford,  I  think 
myself  obliged  to  tell  you,  that  we  begin  now  to  be 
something  doubtful ;  for  the  managers,  who  are 
twenty-seven  in  number,  strenuously  give  out,  that 
they  shall  be  ready  to  proceed  on  Monday  next. 
Therefore,  if  you  have  any  thoughts  of  coming  over. 


*  From  the  preceding  letters  it  appears,  that  in  the  schism 
-which  broke  up  Queen  Anne's  administration,  Lewis  was  steady 
in  adherence  to  Oxford,  and  so  incurred  for  a  time  the  dislike  of 
Masbam  and  Bolingbroke. 

t  Lord  chief.baron  of  the  exchequer  in  Queen  Anne's  reigp. 
See  VoK  XIV.  p.  168,  for  an  humorous  account  of  a  visit  paid 
to  his  son's  house  at  Gallstown^  by  Dean  Swift  and  a  party  of 
his  friends. 
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let  not  any  things  which  I  have  said  in  my  last,  hare 
any  weight  with  you  to  alter  that  resolutimi.  I  am 
wholly  taken  up  with  themen  of  the  law,  and  there- 
fore have  nothing  to  say  to  you  at  present  upon  any 
public  matters,  I  shall  only  just  trouble  you  with 
one  word  relating  to  a  private  affair.  My  brother  is 
chaplain  to  Sir  Charles  Hotham's  regiment,  which  is 
now  ordered  to  Ireland.  If  you  could  find  any  young 
fellow,  who  would  buy  that  commission,  my  brother 
thinks  his  patron  (my  Lord  Carlisle)  will  easily  prevail 
with  my  Lord  Duke  of  Bolton  for  leave  to  dispose 
of  it.  I  should  be  very  glad  you  could  find  him  a 
chapman. 


FROM  THE  SAME. 

London,  July  2,  1717* 

I  HAVE  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  Lord 
Oxford's  impeachment  was  discharged  last  night, 
by  the  unanimous  consent  of  all  the  lords  present; 
and,  as  nearly  as  I  could  count,  their  number  was 
one  hundred  and  six,  the  Duke  of  Marlborotigh, 
my  Lord  Cadogan,  Lord  Coningsby,  and  a  few  othera 
of  the  most  violent,  having  withdrawn  themselvei» 
before  the  lords  came  into  Westminster  Hall.  The 
acclamations  were  as  great  as  upon  smy  occasion ; 
and  our  friend,  who  seems  more  formed  for  adversity 
than  prosperity,  has  at  present  many  more  friends 
than  ever  he  had  before,  in  any  part  of  his  life.  I 
believe  he  will  not  have  the  fewer,  from  a  message 
he  received  this  morning  from  the  king,  by  my  lord- 
chamberlain,  to  forbid  him  the  court.  You  know 
the  prosecution  was  at  first  the  resentmetit  of  a  party ; 
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but  it  became  at  last  a  ridiculous  business,  weakly- 
carried  on  by  the  impotent  rage  of  a  woman  (I  mean 
of  my  Lady  Marlborough),  who  is  almost  distracted 
that  she  could  not  obtain  her  revenge.  ♦ 


♦  Yet  a  story  has  been  told,  bearing  the  wfety  of  Uarley  to 
have  been  extorted  from  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Marlborough 
at  tlie  price  of  his  concealing  some  secret  of  importance. 

*^  After  the  accession  of  King Oeorge  the  First,  when  the  Earl 
of  Oxford  was  impeached  and  committed  to  the  Tower,  and  pre. 
parations  were  made  for  his  trial,  it  is  well  known  that  a  stop 
was  suddenly  put  to  it,  to  the  great  disappointment  of  a  large 
part  of  the  nation.  There  is  a  traditional  story  relative  to  this 
erent,  in  which  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  is  concerned.  It  is 
said,  that  at  that  time  Mr  Auditor  Harley  waited  upon  the 
Duchess  of  Marlborough,  and  shewed  her  a  letter  formerly  writ, 
tea  by  the  Duke,  which  proved  his  correspondence  with  the 
pretender.  Mr  Harley,  after  having  read  the  letter,  threatened 
that  it  should  be. produced  at  his  brother  the  Earl  of  Oxford's  trial, 
unless  the  proceedings  against  him  were  stopped.  The  duchess 
watching  her  opportunity,  seized  the  letter  out  of  Mr  Harley *s 
hand,  threw  it  instantly  into  the  fire,  and  then  defied  his  malice. 
Upon  this  he  replied,  <  Madam,  I  knew  your  grace  too  well  t<» 
trust  you.     The  letter  you  have  burnt  is  only  a  copy  :  the  ori- 

f;lnal  is  safe  in  my  possession/  A  similar  ancedote,  the  original 
or  which  we  are  able  to  assign,  has  been  communicated  to  us  by 
a  worthy  friend.  *  Before  the  Earl  of  Oxford's  intended  trial, 
he  sent  his  son,  Lord  Harley,  together  with  Serjeant  Comyns, 
(afterwards  chief-baron  of  the  exchequer)  to  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough, requesting  his  grace's  attendance  at  the  trial.  The 
duke,  in  some  concern^  inquired  what  the  earl  wanted  with  hira« 
Mr  Serjeant  Comyns  replied,  it  was  only  to  ask  his  grace  a  ques« 
tion  or  two.  The  duke  walked  about  the  room  for  about  a  quar. 
ter  of  an  hour  without  giving  any  answer,  and  seemed  greatly 
disturbed ;  after  which  he  asked  for  what  purpose  his  attendance 
was  required.     Lord  Harley  said  it  was  only  as  to  his  hand. 

*  What,'  said  his  grace,  *  has  your  father  any  letters  of  mine?* 

*  Yes,'  replied  Lord  Harley,  ^  all  the  letters  your  grace  ever 
wrote  tp  him  since  the  revolution.'     Upon  this  the  duke  conti* 

*  Timothy  Hollts,  Esq.  of  Great  Ormood  Street. 
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I  am  now  going  out  of  town,  with  an  intention  to 

roll  about  from  place  to  place,  till  about  Michaelmas 

ext.     If  you  write  to  me,  direct  to  me  hither,  as 

usual,   and  your  letter    will  be  conveyed   to  me, 

wherever  I  am. 

Dr  Arbuthnot,  Mr  Charleton,  and  Mr  Currey, 
have  dined  with  me  to-day,  and  you  have  not  been 
forgot.  I  was  in  hopes  w6  should  have  seen  you  ere 
this.  The  doctor  says,  you  wait  for  the  act  of  grace. 
Is  it  so  ?     I  hope  to  see  you  by  next  winter. 


TO  MR  COl^E.  * 

Dublin,  July  9,  1717. 

Sir, 
I  RECEIVED  the  favour  of  your  letter  before  I 
came  to  town :  for  I  stayed  three  ^veeks  at  Trim 
after  I  left  you,  out  of  perfect  hatred  to  this  place, 
where  at  length  business  dragged  me  against  my 
will.  The  archdeacon,  who  delivers  you  this,  will 
let  you  know  I  am  but  an  ill  solicitor  for  him. 


nued  to  walk  about  the  room  in  the  greatest  uneasiness,  and  even 
flung  his  wig  off  in  his  passion.  Mr  Serjeant  Corny ns  interro- 
gating him.  what  answer  they  should  return  to  the  unfortunate 
lord,  he  said,  ^  I  will  certainly  be  there.'  This  was  the  true 
reason  why  the  Earl  of  Oxford  was  never  brought  to  a  trial. 
The  lafce  James  West,  Ksq.  member  for  St  Albans,  and  president 
of  the  Royal  Society,  gave  the  account  of  the  fact  to  the  late  Coun- 
sellor Gregg,  in  whose  hand-writing  it  is  now  preserved.  Mr 
West  assured  Mr  Gregg  that  he  received  it  from  Serjeant  Co. 
myns's  own  mouth."— Biogr.  Brit.  Lond.  1784,  Vol.  111.  562. 
*  Robert  Cope,  Esq.  a  gentleman  of  learning,  good  family,  and 
fortune,  and  a  great  admirer  of  Dr  Swift*— F. 
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The  thing  is  indeed  a  little  difficult  and  perplexed, 
yet  a  willinj?  mind  would  make  it  easy  ;  but  that  is 
wanted,  and  I  cannot  work  it  up.  However,  it  shall 
pot  be  my  f^ult,  if  something  be  not  made  of  it  one 
time  or  other ;  but  some  people  give  their  best 
friends  reason  to  complain.  I  have  at  a  venture 
put  you  down  among  poor  Mr  Prior's  benefactors  ; 
and  I  wonder  what  exemption  you  pretend  to  as  ap- 
pears by  your  letter  to  Mr  Stewart.  It  seems  you  took 
the  thousand  pounds  a-year  in  a  literal  sense,  and 
even  at  that  rate  I  hope  you  would  not  be  excused. 
I  hope  your  sheep-shearing  in  the  county  of  Louth 
hath  established  your  health  ;  and  that  Dr  Tisdall, 
your  brother  of  the  spleen,  comes  sometimes  and 
makes  you  laugh  at  a  pun  or  a  blunder.  I  made  a 
good  many  advances  to  your  friend  Bolton  ♦  since  I 
came  to  town,  and  talked  of  you  ;  but  all  signified 
nothing  ;  for  he  has  taken  every  opportunity  of  op- 
posing me,  in  the  most  unkind  and  unnecessary 
manner ;  and  I  have  done  with  him.  I  could  with 
great  satisfaction  pass  a  month  or  two  among  you,  if 
things  would  permit.  The  archdeacon  carries  you  all 
the  news,  and  I  need  say  nothing.  M^'e  grow  mighti- 
ly sanguine,  but  my  temper  has  not  fire  enough  in 
it.  They  assure  me  that  Lord  Bolingbroke  will  be 
included  in  the  act  of  grace  ;  which,  if  it  be  true, 
is  a  mystery  to  me. 

You  must  learn  to  winter  in  town,  or  you  will 
turn  a  monk,  and  Mrs  Cope  a  nun ;  I  am  extremely 
her  humble  servant. 

I  have  ventured  to  subscribe  a  guinea  for  Mr 
Brownlowe,  because  I  would  think  it  a  shame  not 
to  have  his  name  in  the  list.     Pray  tell  him  so. 


«  Dr  Theophilus  Bolton.— F. 
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I  doubt  whether  Mrs  Cope  will  be  pleased  with 
the  taste  of  snufF  I  sent  her. 

Present  my  humble  service  to  your  mother  and 
brother ;  and  believe  me  to  be,  with  great  truth  and 
esteem.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Jon.  Swift. 


TO  BISHOP  ATTERBURY.  * 

Dublin,  July  18,  1717. 

My  Lord, 
Some  persons  of  distinction,  lately  come  from 
England,  and  not  unknown  to  your  lordship,  have 
made  me  extremely  pleased  and  proud,  by  telling^ 
me  that  your  lordship  was  so  generous  as  to  defend 
me  against  an  idle  story  that  passed  in  relation  to 
a  letter  of  mine  to  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin.  I  have 
corresponded  for  many  years  with  his  grace,  though 
we  generally  differed  in  politics,  and  therefore  our 
letters  had  often  a  good  mixture  of  controversy. 
I  confess  likewise  that  1  have  been  his  grace's  ad- 
vocate,  where  he  had  not  many  others.  About  nine 
months  ago  I  ^^rit  a  letter  to  him  in  London  (for  in 
my  little  station  it  is  convenient  there  should  be 
some  commerce  between  us) ;  and  in  a  short  time 
after  I  had  notice  from  several  friends,  that  a  pas^ 
sage  in  my  letter  was  shown  to  several  persons^ 


*  See  the  preceding  letters  between  Archbishop  King  and  our 
author,  dated  13th  and  22d  November  1716,  and  also  Mr 
Iiewis's  tetter'  12th  January  1716-17,  from  which  it  appears, 
that  Archbishop  King  made  an  ungenerous  use  of  Swift's  comiau* 
nicatioii  respecting  the  non.conformists. 

ID 
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and  a  conseqaent^e  draWn  from  thence,  that  T  was 
wholly  gone  over  to  other  principles  more  in  fashion, 
and  wherein  I  might  better  find  my  acconnt.  I 
neglected  this  report,  as  thinking  it  might  soon 
die;  but  found  it  gathered  strength,  and  spread 
^  Oxford  and  this  kingdom ;  and  some  gentlemen, 
who  lately  arrived  here,  assured  me  they  had  met  it 
a  hundred  times,  with  all  the  circumstances  of  dis- 
advMiti^  that  are  usually  tacked  to  such  stories 
by  the  great  candour  of  mankind.  It  should  seem 
9S  if  I  were  soQiebody  of  importance ;  and  if  so,  I 
should  think  the  wishes  not  only  of  my  friends, 
but  of  my  party,  might  dispose  them  rather  to 
believe  me  innocent,  than  condemn  me  unheard. 
Upon  the  fii>st  intelligence  I  had  of  this  afi^ir,  I 
made  a  shift  to  recollect  the  only  passage  in  that 
leUer  which  could  be  any  way  liable  to  misinter* 
pr^ation. 

I  told  the  archbishop — *^  we  had  an  account  of 
a  set  of  people  in  London,  who  were  erecting  a  new 
charch,  upon  the  maxim  that  every  thing  was  void, 
since  the  revolution,  in  the  church  as  well  as  the 
state — that  all  priests  must  be  re-ordained,  bishops 
again  consecrated,  and  in  like  manner  of  the  rest — 
that  I  knew  not  what  there  was  in  it  of  truth-^tbat 
it  Was  impossible  such  a  scheme  should  ever  pass — 
sHid  tjlat  I  believed  if  the  court,  upon  this  occasion, 
would  shew  some  good-will  to  the  church,  dis- 
courage those  who  ill  treated  the  clergy,  &c.  ii 
would  be  the  most  popular  thing  they  could  think 
of, ' 

I  keep  no  copies  of  letters ;  but  this,  I  am  confi- 
dent, was  the  substance  of  what  I  wrote ;  and  that 
every  other  line  in  the  letter  which  mentioned  pub* 
lie  affairs  would  have  atoned  for  this,  if  it  had  been 

VOL.  XVI.  X 
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a  crime,  as  I  think  it  was  not  in  that  juncture,  what* 
ever  may  be  my  opinion  at  present;  for,  I  confess, 
my  thoughts  change  every  week,  like  those  of  a  man 
in  an  incurable  consumption,  who  daily  finds  himsdf 
more  and  more  decay* 

The  trouble  I  now  give  your  loi'dship  is  ani  ill  rettra 
to  your  goodness  in  defending  me ;  but  it  is  the  usual 
reward  of  goodness,  and  therefore  you  must  be  con- 
tent. Tn  the  mean  time,  I  am  in  a  hopeful  situation, 
torn  to  pieces  by  pamphleteers  and  libellers  on  that 
side  the  Water,  and  by  the  whole  body  of  the  ruling 
party  on  this ;  against  which  all  the  obscurity  I  live 
in  will  not  defend  me.  Since  I  came  first  to  this 
kingdom,  it  has  been  the  constant  advice  of  all  uny 
church  friends,  that  I  should  be  more  cautious.  To 
oppose  me  in  every  thing  relating  to  my  station,  is 
made  a  merit  in  my  chapter ;  and  I  shall  proba]>ly 
live  to  make  some  bishops  as  poor,  as  Luther  made 
many  rich. 

I  profess  to  your  lordship,  that  what  I  have  been 
writing  is  only  with  regard  to  the  good  opinion  of 
your  lordship,  and  of  a  very  few  otl^rs  with  whom 
you  will  think  it  of  any  consequence  to  an  honest 
man  that  he  should  be  set  right.  I  am  sorry  that 
those  who  call  themselves  churchmen  should  be  in- 
dustrious to  have  it  thought  that  their  number  is 
lessened,  even  by  so  inconsiderable  a  one  as  my^lf* 
But  I  am  sufficiently  recompensed,  that  your  lordship 
knows  me  best,  to  whom  I  am  so  ambitious  to  be 
best  known.  God  be  thanked,  I  have  but  a  few  ta 
satisfy.  The  bulk  of  my  censurers  are  strangers,  or 
ill  judges,  or  worse  than  either ;  and  if  they  will  not 
obey  your  orders  to  correct  their  sentiments  of  me, 
they  will  meet  their  puqishment  in  your  lordship's 
disapprobation ;  which  I  would  not  incur  for  all 
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their  good  words  put  together,  and  printed  in  twelve 
volumes  folio. 

I  aiii,  with  grtat  respect,  my  Lord, 
your  lordship's  most  dutiful 
and  most  humble  servant, 

JoN.  Swift. 


FROM  MR  PRIOR.  * 

Doke  Street,  Westminster^ 
Juljr  30,  1717. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  HAVE  the  fietTour  of  four  letters  from  you,  of 
the  ninth,  thirteenth,  sixteenth,  and  twentieth  in* 
stant.  They  all  came  safe  to  me,  however  variously 
directed.  But  the  last  to  me,  at  my  house  in  Duke 
Street,  is  the  rightest.  I  find  myself  equally  com- 
forted by  your  philosophy,  and  assisted  by  your 
friendship.  You  will  easily  imagine,  that  I  have 
a  himdred  things  to  say  to  you,  which  for  as  many 
reasons  I  omit,  and  only  touch  upon  that  business, 
to  which,  in  the  pride  of  your  heart,  you  give  the 
epithet  of  sony.  f  I  retuhi  you  the  nanies  of 
those  who  have  been  kind  enough  to  subscribe, 
that  you  may  see  if  they  are  rightly  spelt,  and 
the  just  titles  put  to  them,  as  likewise  if  it  has 
happened  that  any  has  subscribed  for  more  than  one 


^.Endorsed,  "  Received  Aug*  6,  1717.  Answered  the  same 
day."— N, 

i  Subscriptions  for  Mr  Prior's  poems^  procured  bj  the  Deui.^ 
The  subscription  was  two  guineas.— H. 
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Tolome.  Yoii  will  please  to  look  over  the  catalogue^ 
You  see  that  our  calculation  comes  even,  the  gentle- 
inan*s  name  that  desired  it  being  omitted.  I  am 
sensible  that  this  has  given  you  too  much  trouble ; 
but  it  is  too  late  now  to  make  an  apology.  Let 
Mr  Lewis,  who  is  now  with  me,  do  it  for  me,  at 
what  time,  and  in  what  manner,  he  pleases.  I  take 
it  for  granted,  that  whatever  I  write,  as  whatever  is 
writ  to  me,  will  be  broke  open ;  so  you  will  ex- 
pect nothing  from  me,  but  what  you  may  have  as 
particularly  from  the  postboy.  We  are  all  pretty 
well  in  health.  I  have  my  old  whoreson  cough, 
and  I  tbink  I  may  call  it  mine  for  life.  The  earl  * 
is  semper  idem.  Lord  Harley  is  in  the  country. 
Our  brotherhood  is  extremely  dispersed;  but  so 
as  that  wie  have  been  three  or  n>ur  times  able  to  get 
BS  many  <rf  the  society  together,  and  drink  to  out 
absent  friends.  I  have  been  made  to  believe,  that 
we  may  see  your  reverend  person  this  summer  in 
England  :  if  so,  I  diall  be  glad  to  meet  you  at  any 
pktc^ ;  bul  when  you  come  to  London,  do  not  go  to 
the  Cocoa-tree  (as  you  sent  your  letter),  but  come 
knmediatciy  to  Duke  Street,  where  you  shall  iind  a 
bed,  a  book,  and  a  candle :  so  pray  think  of  so- 
journing nowhere  else.  Pray  give  my  service  to  all 
friends  in  general.  I  think,  as  you  have  ordered 
the  matter,  you  have  made  the  greater  part  of  Ire- 
land list  themselves  of  that  number.  I  do  not  kno^r 
how  you  can  recompense  them,  but  by  coming 
over  to  help  me  to  correct  the  book  which  I  promise 
them. 

You  will  pardon  my  having  used  another  hand. 


♦  OfOjLford.-H. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BPISTOLAftY  GORBBSPONDI&lfCB.  92S 

since  it  is  so  much  better  than  my  own ;  imdbdieVt 
me  ever,  with  the  greatest  truth,  dear  Sir^ 
Yours,     * 

M.  Priob. 


FROM  THE  EARL  OF  OXFORD. 

An;.  6,  1717. 

Two  years  retreat  has  made  me  taste  the  coti* 
versittion  of  tay  dearest  friend  with  a  greater  relish, 
than  even  at  the  tkne  6f  my  bekig  charmed  with  it 
in  out*  frequent  JQumies  to  Windsor.  *  Thriee  of  your 
liters  have  coilie  sife  to  tny  hands.  The  first 
dbout  two  years  siikce:  that  my  son  keeps  as  a 
family  ihonnm^nt.  The  other  two  arrived  since 
jthe  first  of  July.  My  heart  is  often  with  you,  but 
I  delayed  writing  in  expectation  of  giving  a  per- 
fect «nftwer  about  my  going  to  Brampton  -,  but  the 
truth  is,  the  wanntfa  of  rejoidng  ki  those  parts  ^ 
so  far  from  abating,  t  that  I  am  persuaded  by  my 
friends  to  go  into  Cambridgeshire,  where  you  are 
too  just  not  to  believe  you  will  be  welcome  beforts 
any  one  in  the  world.  The  longing  your  fri^ii^ 
have  to  see  rou  must  be  submitted  to  the  judg- 
ment yourself  makes  of  all  circumstances.  At  pre- 
aent  thia  «eefl»i  to  be  a.  cotiler  cHiqMb  thaa  your 


*  See  Swift's  Journal  for  an  aecomit  of  these  eipeditions. 
f  The  rejoicings  at  his  acquittal,  which  it  was  probablj  deem* 
ed  imprudent  for  the  disgraced  statesman  to  cottntauuifle  by  hii 
'presence. 
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island  is  likely  to  he,  when  they  assemble,  &c.  Oar 
impatience  to  see  you  should  not  draw  ;you  into 
uneasiness.  We  long  to  embrace  you,  if  you  find 
it  may  be  of  no  inconvenience  to  yourself. 


FROM  M^  PRIOIl. 

Heathrop,  Aug.  24,  1717. 

Yours,  my  good  friend,  of  the  sixth  finds  me  ia 
Oxfordsthire  with  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury,  which 
would  sooner  have  been  acknowledged,  had  I  stayed 
in  London,  Before  I  left  that  pious  city,  I  made 
due  inquiry  into  the  methods  and  regularity  of  your 
correspondence  with  the  earl.*  He  has  received 
your  letters ;  he  will  answer  them — ^but  not  to-day, 
4icui  olim.1i  Nothing  can  change  him.  I  can  get 
no  positive  answer  from  him,  nor  can  any  man  else ; 
6o  trouble  yourself  no  more  on  that  head  than  he 
does.  He  is  still  in  London,  and  possibly  has  an- 
swered you,  whilp  I  am  a  little  arraigning  his  ne- 
glect ;  but  in  all  cases  liberavi  animam  meant. 

I  wish  you  were  in  England,  that  you  might  a 
little  look  over  the  strange  stuffi  that  I  am  to  give 
our  friends  for  their  money.  I  shall  be  angry  if 
you  are  near  and  not  with  me ;  but  when  I  see  you, 
tlmt  weighty  question  may  easily  be  decided.  In 
the  mean  time,  I  am  taking  your  good  counsel,  and 
will  be  in  the  country  as  much  as  I  can. 

You  have  found  two  mistakes  in  the  list,  buthavQ 


♦  Of  Oiford.— H. 

"i-  Alluding  to  Lord  Oxford's  dilatory  habits* 
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mot  corrected  them.  I  presume  we  shsJl  have  it 
of  the  best  edition,  when  you  send  the  list  back 
again ;  of  which^  I  say,  no  haste  is  required. 

Give  my  service  and  thanks  to  all  friends ;  reserve 
only  to  yourself  the  assurance  of  my  being,  beyond 
/expression,  my  friend, 

Yo«rs,  &c. 


FROM  MR  ADDISON.* 

March  20,  1717-18. 
Dbar  Sir, 
Multiplicity  of  business  and  a  long  dangerous 
I5t  of  sickness  have  prevented  me  from  answering 
the  obliging  letter  you  honoured  me  with  some  time 
since :  but,  God  be  thanked,  I  cannot  make  use  of 
either  of  these  excuses  at  present,  being  entirely 
free  both  of  my  office  f  and  my  asthma.  I  dare 
not,  how^ever,  venture  myself  abroad  yet,  but  have 
sent  the  contents  of  your  last  to  a  friend  of  mine^ 
(for  he  is  very  much  so,  though  he  is  my  succes 


*  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  have  not  the  letter  from  Swift, 
which  appears  to  haye  renewed,  after  a  long  interyal,  the  corre- 
spondence between  these  distinguished  men.  }t  would  seem, 
from  the  readiness  with  which  Addispn  embraces  the  proflfered  a. 
mity  of  the  Dean,  that  he  had  entertained  no  prejudice  against 
bim  from  his  quarrel  with  Steele :  So  that  it  may  be  fairly  ar« 
gued  he  had  more  reason  in  that  unfortunate  affair,  than  has  beea 
conceded  in  his  fayour  by  some  of  his  biographers.  ^ 

f  Of  secretary  of  state,  which  post  Mr  Addison  resigned  on 
the  fourteenth  of  March  ITIT-IS,  and  had  a  pension  granted 
kirn  of  one  thousand  fire  hundred  pounds  a-3'ear.«-*H« 


Digitized  by 


Google 


926  BPISTOLABT  C^BBESFOKDENCE. 

sor  *)  who  I  hope  will  turn  it  to  the  adrantage  of 
the  gentlemeii  whom  you  mention.  I  kiiow  y(m 
have  so  m^ch  ^eai  itad  pleasure  in  doings  kmi. 
offices  for  those  you  wish  well  to,  that  I  hope^^ou 
represent  the  hardship  of  the  case  ih  the  stn>i^est 
colours  that  it  can  possibly  bear.  ,  However,  as  I 
always  honoured  ycnst  for  your  good  nature,  which 
is  a  very  odd  quality  to  celebrate  in  a  man  who  has 
talents  so  much  more  shining  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world,  I  should  be  glad  if  I  could  any  way  concur 
with  you,  in  putting  a  stop  to  what  you  say  is  now 
in  agitation. 

I  must  here  condole  with  you  upon  the  loss  of 
that  excellent  man  the  bishop  of  Derry,t  who  has 
scarce  left  behind  him  his  equal  in  humanity,  agree- 
able conversatioiii  and  all  kinds  of  learning.  We 
have  often  talked  of  you  with  greit  pleasure  :  an3, 
i^pon  this  occasion, I  cannoJt but  reflect upodiliysdf, 
who,  at  the  same  timb  that  1  adniii  do  opportxioify 
6f  expressing  my  esteem  for  you  to  bthers^  have 
been  so  negligent  in  doing  it  to  yourself.  I  have 
several  times  taken  u^  my  pen  to  write  to  you,  bat 
have  been  always  interrupted  by  some  imperti- 
nence or  other ;  and  to  tell  you  unreserv^ly^  I  have 
been  unwilling  to  answer  so  agreeable  a  letter  as 
that  I  received  from  you,  with  one  written  in  form 
only  5  but  I  must  still  have  continued  silent^  had 
I  deferred  writing,  till  I  could  have  made  a  suit- 
able return.  Shall  we  hever  again  talk  together  in 
laconic  ?  Whenever  you  see  England,  your  com- 
pany will  be  the  most  acceptable  in  the  world  at 


^  James  Craggs,  Esq. — B« 

f  Dr  St  (jreoi^e  Aslie,  often  mentioned  a9  a  friend  of  the  Dean. 
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Holland  House,*  where  you  are  highly  esteemed  by 
Lady  Warwick,  and  the  young  lord;  though  by 
none  any  where  mwe  than  by,  $ir. 
Your  most  faithiPul, 

and  most  obedient  humble  servant^ 

J.  Apdison. 

i 


FkOM  LORD  HAftLEY. 

April  19,  I7ld. 

Hirs  lordship  writes  to  the  Dean,  *<  tba^  be  hopek 
toiiee  him  at  Wimple  this  year  ;  that  Jjord  Oxford 
twas  Well,  and  talked  of  going  into  Herefordshire/' 
He  addi,  <«  Your  sister  f  IB  <»bj%ed  to  go  lo  Bath ; 
presents  her  humble  service,  apud  desires  you  to 
jio^epft  of  a  little >etiti«  I  beg  yOu  will  not  deny  me 
the  favour  to  take  the  snuff-boic,  which  comes  along 
with  it  to  supply  the  place  of  that  which  was  broke 
hy  accideat  soiqe  time  ago^ 
I  atii^  with  true  respect, 

Y<^r  tQost  humble  servant  and  brother, 

Harley." 


*  The  Dom  hod  lodgiag s  at  Kendngton  is  the  sUttiner  of 
1712 ;  and  Mr  Addison  lived  Uiere  at  the  nine  time^  being  some 
years  before  his  marriage  with  the  Countess  of  Warwick. 

f  LadyHarley. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S30  BPISTOLAKY  COBKESPOyDIKOB. 

FROM  MR  PRIOR. 

May  1,  iri8, 
D£AR  Sir, 
A  PBETTY  kind  of  amusement  I  have  been  en* 
gaged  in:  commas^  semicolons,  italics,  and  capitals, 
tp  make  nonsense  more  pompous,  and  furbelow  bad 
poetry  with  good  printing.  My  friends  letters,  in 
the  mean  time,  have  Iain  unanswered ;  and  the  obli- 
gations J  have  to  them,  on  account  of  the  very  book 
itself,  are  unacknowledged.  This  is  not  all  y  I  must 
beg  you  once  more  to  transfer  to  us  an  entire  Kst  of 
my  subscribers,  with  their  diistinct  titles,  that  they 
may,  for  my  honour,  be  printed  at  the  beginning  of 
my  book.  This  will  easily  be  done  by  rtvising  the 
list  which  we  sent  to  you.  I  must  pray  of  you,  tiaat 
it  may  be  exact.  The  money  I  receivefd  of  Mitford 
as  mentioned  in  your  last. 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  hasbot  at  all  disappointed  my 
expectations.  He  is  semper  idemy  and  has  as  much 
business  to  do  now,  as  when  he  was  governing  Eng- 
land, or  impeached  for  treason.  He  is  still  in  town, 
but  going  in  a  week  or  ten  days  into  Herefordshire, 
Lord  and  Lady  Harley  are  at  the  Bath,  and  as  soon 
as  I  shall  have  settled  my  affairs  of  the  printing- 
press,  (sad  business  !  as  you  very  well  call  it,)  I  shall 
go  into  the  country  to  them. 

My  health,  I  thank  you,  is  pretty  gopd.  My 
courage  better.  I  drink  very  often  to  your  health, 
with  some  of  our  friends  here ;  and  am  always,  with 
the  greatest  truth  and  affection,  dear  Sir, 

Your  obliged  and  most  obedient  servant, 

M.  Pbiob* 
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FROM  THE  SAME. 

Mmy  M,  1T18, 
Dear  Sir, 

I  HAVE  received  yours  of  the  6th,  with  the  list 
corrected.  I  have  two  colon  and  comma  men.  We 
correct,  and  design  to  publish,  as  fast  as  the  nature 
of  this  great  or  sorry  work,  as  you  call  it,  will  bear ; 
but  we  shall  not  be  out  before  Christmas,  so  that  our 
friends  abroad  may  complete  their  collection  till  Mi- 
chaelmas, and  be  returned  soon  enough  to  have  their 
names  printed  and  their  books  got  ready  for  them.  I 
thank  you  most  heartily  for  what  you  have  been 
pleased  to  do  in  this  kind.  Give  yourself  no  farther 
trouble:  but  if  any  gentleman,  between  this  and 
Michaelmas,  desires  to  subscribe,  do  not  refuse  it 
I  have  received  the  money  of  Mr  Mitford. 

I  am  going  to-morrow  morning  to  the  Bath,  to 
meet  Lond  Harley  there.  I  shall  be  back  in  a 
month. 

The  Earl  of  Oxford  is  still  here.  He  will  go  into 
Herefordshire  some  time  in  June.  He  says  he  will 
write  to  you  himself.  Am  I  particular  enough  ?  Is 
this  prose  ?  And  do  I  distinguish  tenses  ?  I  have 
nothing  more  to  tell  you,  but  that  you  are  the  hap- 
piest man  in  the  world ;  and  if  you  are  once  got  into 
la  bagatelle,  you  may  despise  the  world.  Beside 
contriving  emblems,  such  as  cupids,  torches,  and 
hearts  for  great  letters,*  I  am  now  unbinding  two 
irolumes  of  printed  heads,  to  have  them  bound  to* 


*  A  sort  of  splendid,  bat  very  unnecessary  ornament,  whicli 
is  banished  from  modern  typography. 
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gether  in  better  order  than  they  were  before.  Do 
not  you  envy  me  ?  For  the  rest,  matters  continue 
sicut  olim.  I  will  j)pt  tell  yVm  h<>W  much  I  want 
you,  and  I  cannot  tell  you  how  well  I  love  you. 
Write  to  m6,  my  dear  dean,  and  give  my  service  to 
all  our  friends.  Yours  ever^ 

M.  PbioA. 


FROM  PETER  LUDLOW,  ESCl .♦ 

September  10,  17)8. 

I  sBND  you  the  enclosed  pamphlet  by  a  private 
hand,  not  daring  to  venture  it  by  the  comtoon  post; 
for  it  is  a  melancholy  circumstance  we  are  noW  in, 
that  friends  are  afraid  to  carry  on  even  a  bare  cor* 
respbndence,  much  more  to  write  news,  or  send  pa- 
pers of  o^nsequence  (as  I  take  the  enclosed  to  be) 
that  way.  But  I  suppose  I  need  make  no  apcdo§^ 
for  not  isending  it  by  post,  for  you  must  know,  «tnd 
bwn  too,  thai  my  fears  are  by  no  means  ^ouikdle$s. 
For  your  friend,  Mr  Maniey,t  h**  been  guilty  of 
opening  letters  that  were  not  directed  to  him,  nor 
his  Hvife,  nor  really  to  ^(mip  of  his  acquaintance.  In* 
deed,  I  own,  it  so  happened,  that  they  were  of  no 
consequence,  but  secrets  of  states  secrets  of  families» 


*  Of  Arsnlagh,  in  the  coutitj  of  Meath,  Es^.  giAti^bdti  of 
the  famous  Ladlow,  who  wrote  the  Memoirs  of  his  own  Times. 
— F.  It  is  impossible  to  discover  to  what  piece  of  politiad  wag* 
gery  his  letter  refers. 

f  Postmaster.general  of  Irehitid,  whoin  Dr  SWIft  bid  greatly 
befriended  in  Queen  Anne's  timef.D*  S. 
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«0d  Other  secrets  (that  one  wotM  Vy  ik^  means  le^ 
Mr  Manley  know)  onight  have  been  discoverefd  ;  be< 
sides  a  thousand,  nay,  lor  aught  I  know,  more  than 
a  thousand  calamities  might  have  ensued ;  I  need 
not,  I  believe,  enumerate  them  to  you ;  but  to  be 
plain  with  you,  no  man  nor  woman  would,  (with 
their  eyes  open,)  be  obliged  to  show  all  they  had  to 
Mr  Mauley.  These  I  think  sufficient  reasons  for 
sending  it  iu  the  manner  I  do;  but  submit  them  and 
myself  to  your  candour  and  censure. 

The  paper,  I  believe,  you*U  find  very  artlully 
written,  and  a  great  deal  couched  under  the  appear- 
ance (I  own  at  first)  of  blunders  and  a  silly  tale^ 
For  who,  with  half  an  eye,  may  not  perceive,  that 
by  the  old  woman's  being  drowned  at  KatcUff-hirh- 
way,  and  not  dead  yet,  is  meant  the  church,  whicli 
may  be  sunk  or  drowned,  but,  in  all  probability,  wilt 
liise  again.  Then  the  man,  who  was  followed,  and 
overtaken,  is  easily  guessed  at.  He  could  not  teU 
(the  ingenious  author  says)  whether  she  was  dead : 
tri;^  :  but  may  be  he  will  tell  soon.  But  then  the 
author  goes  on  (who  must  be  supposed  a  high* 
churchman)  and  inquires  of  a  man  riding  a-horse- 
back  upon  a  mare.  That's  preposterous,  and  must 
allude  to  a  great  man  who  has  been  guilty  (or  he  is 
foully  belied)  of  very  preposterous  actions ;  when  the 
author  comes  up  to  him,  the  man  takes  him  for  a 
robber,  or  tory,  and  ran  from  hiw,  but  you  find  he 
pursued  him  furiously.  Mark  th^:  and  the  horse. 
This  is  indeed  carrying  a  figi]»oelEiftherlhan  Homer 
does:  he  makes  the  shield  or  itfi^  device  an  epithet 
sometimes  to  his  warrior,  but  nevet^  arl  cemehiber, 
puts  it  in  place  of  the  person ;  but  there  is  a  figure 
for  this  in  rhetoric,  which  I  own  I  do  not  iremem<« 
ber  ;  by  which  we  ofteot  say*  He  is  a  good  fiddk,  or 
rather,  as  by  the  gown  is  often  meant  particdar 
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parsc^Tis.  Well  then,  you  find  the  horse,  seeing 
himself  dead,  or  undone,  ran  away  as  fast  as  he 
could,  and  left  the  preposterous  fellow  to  go  a-foot. 
During  this  their  misfortune,  the  candid  author, 
(whom  I  cannot  mention  without  a  profound  respect) 
calls  them  friends,  and  means  to  do  them  no  harm ; 
only  inquires  after  the  welfare  of  the  church.— Ah  ! 
dear  sir,  this  is  the  true  character  of  the  tories. 
And  here  I  cannot  but  compare  the  generosity  and 
good  nature  of  the  one,  with  the  sullen  ingratitude 
of  the  other  ;  we  find  the  horse  gone,  and  they  foot- 
ing it  give  a  surly  answer ;  while  the  other  (though  a 
conqueror)  offers  his  friendship,  and  asks  the  ques- 
tion with  a  "  Pray  inform  me/* 

I  have  gone,  my  dear  friend,  thus  far  with  the 
paper,  to  show  you  how  excellent  a  piece  I  take  it  to 
be,  and  must  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  give  me  your 
opinion  of  it,  and  send  me  your  animadversions  upon 
the  whole ;  which  I  am  confident  you  will  not  refuse 
me,  when  you  consider  of  how  great  an  advantage 
they  will  be  to  the  whole  earth,  who,  may  be,  to  this 
day,  have  read  over  these  sheets  with  too  superficial 
an  understanding ;  and  especially  since  it  is  the  re- 
quest of,  learned  Sir, 

Your  most  dutiful  and  obedient  humble  servant. 
Sir  Politick  Would-be. 

I  submit  it  to  your  better  judgment  (when  you 
make  a  more  curious  inquiry  into  the  arcana  of  this 
piece)  to  consider  whether, by  Sir  John  Vangs  (who 
you  find  lives  by  the  water-side)  must  not  be  meant 
the  Dutch  ;  since  you  find  too,  that  he  eats  bag-pud- 
ding freezing  hot ;  this  may  seem  a  paradox,  but  I 
have  been  assured  by  a  curious  friend  of  mine  of  great 
veracity,  who  had  lived  many  winters  in  Hollasd^ 
that  nothing  is  more  common  than  for  hot  pudding 
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to  freeze  in  that  cold  country :  but  then  i^hat  con* 
yinces  me  that  by  Sir  John  the  Dutch  must  be 
meant,  is,  that  you  find  he  creeps  out  of  a  stopper- 
hole,  which  alludes  to  their  meati  origin.  I  must 
observe  too,  that  gammer  Vangs  had  an  old  woman 
to  hfer  son.  That's  a  bob  for  Glorious.*— But  I  am 
under  great  concern  to  find  so  hard  a  sentence  piist 
upon  poor  Swift,  because  he*s  little,  I  think  him 
better  than  any  of  them,  and  hope  to  see  him 
greater. 


FROM  MR  t^RlOR.t 

London^  Sept  25,  1718. 

My  Dear  Dean, 
I  HAVE  now  made  an  end  of  what  you,  in  your 
haughty  manner,  have  called  wretched  work.  Mv 
book  is  quite  printed  off;  and  if  you  are  as  much 
upon  the  bagatelle  as  you  pretend  to  be,  you  will  find 
more  pleasure  in  it  than  you  imagine.  We  are  going 
to  print  the  subscribers'  names :  if,  therefore,  you 
have  any  by  you,  which  are  not  yet  remitted,  pray 
send  them  over  by  the  next  post.  If  you  have  not, 
pray  send  me  word  of  that  too ;  that,  in  all  cases,  I 
may  at  least  hear  from  you.  The  Earl  of  Oxford  has 
been  in  town  all  this  summer,  is  now  going  into 


*  The  common  appellatloii  in  Ireland  for  King  William  III. 
~D.  S. 

+  On  the  back  of  this  letter  the  Dean  has  wntten— ^^  Levanda 
est  enim  paupertas  eorum  hominum,  qui  diu  reipublicse  yirentes^ 
IMiuperes  sunt,  et  nollorum  magis."— *N. 
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Herefonfehire^  dnd  says  I  sliaU  seeyoa  teiy  sobquiii 
England.  I  would  tell  yon  wilSi  whail  pleasure  diis 
would  he,  if  I  knew  upon  what  certainty  the  hopes 
of  it  were  founded.  Write  me  W4>rd  c^this  too ;  tot 
upon  it  I  would  order  oiy  matters  so^  that  I  vaaj  be 
as  miich  with  you  as  I  can ;  and  this  you  will  find  na 
lit^  favour ;  for,  I  assure  you  we  are  all  so  ofaiaii^ed 
that  there  is  very  little  choice  of  such  company  ss 
you  would  like ;  and,  except  about  eighteen  ban* 
dred  that  have  subscribed  to  my  book,  I  do  not  bear 
of  as  many  more  in  this  nation  that  have  com- 
mon slense.  My  cousin,  P^xmyfeather,  and  Will. 
Phillips,  drink  your  health.  I  cough,  but  I  am 
otherwise  well ;  and,  tiJl  I  cease  to  cough,  i.  e.  to 
live,  I  am,  with  entire  friendship  and  affection, 
dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

M.  PlIOB. 


FROM  MR  ADDISON. 

Bristol,  Oct.  1,  1718. 
DfiAR  Sir, 
I  HAVE  received  thelionour  of  your  letter  at  Bjris- 
tol,  where  I  have  Just  finished  a  course  of  walejr- 
drinking,  which  I  hope  has  pretty  w^l  recovered  me 
from  the  leavings  of  my  last  winter's  sickness.  As 
for  the  subject  of  your  letter,  though  you  know  an 
affair  of  that  nature  cannot  well  nor  safely  be  treat- 
ed of  in  writing,  I  desired  a  friend  of  mine  to 
acquaint  Sir  Ralph  Gore,  that  I  was  under  a 
pre- engagement,  and  not  at  my  own  choice  to  act 
in  it,  and  have  since  troubled  my  Lady  Ashe  with 
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a  letter  to  the  same  effect^  whicfa^  I  lie^e^  lias  not 
niscarried*  However,  upon  my  return  to  Lon- 
don,  I  will  farther  inquire  into  that  matter^  and 
see  if  there  is  any  room  left  for  me  to  negotiate  as 
you  propose. 

I  live  stilt  in  hopes  of  seeing  you  in  England,  and 
if  you  would  take  my  house  at  Bilton  *  in  your  way, 
(which  lies  upon  the  road  within  a  mile  of  Rugby) 
I  would  strain  hard  to  meet  you  there,  provided  you 
would  make  me  happy  in  your  company  for  some 
days.  The  greatest  pleasure  I  have  met  with  for 
some  months  is  in  the  conversation  of  my  old  friend 
Dr  Smi^lridge,t  who,  since  the  death  of  the  excellent 
man  you  mention,  is  to  me  the  most  candid  and  a- 
greeable  of  all  bishops ;  T  would  say  clerg3n(nen,  were 
not  deans  comprehended  under  that  title.  We  have 
often  talked  of  you :  and  when  I  assure  you  He  hasan 
exquisite  taste  of  writing,  I  need  not  tell  yoo  how  he 
talks  on  such  a  subject.  I  look  upon  it  as  my  good 
fortune,  that  I  can  express  ray  esteem  to  yo«,  even 
to  those  who  are  not  of  the  bishop's  party,  without 
giving  offence.  When  a  man  has  so  much  compass 
in  his  character,  he  affords  his  fi*iends  tofncs  enough 
to  enlarge  upon,  that  all  sides  admire.  I  am  sure  a 
sincere  and  zealous  friendly  behaviour  |  distinguidies 
you  as  much  as  your  many  more  shining  l^ents ; 


f  A  small  Tillage  id  Warwickshire,  wbere  Mr  Addison^s  cmly 
datight^r  long  resided,  and  died  in  1707}  al  s  tery  adfanced 
agc.-^N. 

+  Bktlu>p  of  Bristol. 

i  Addison,  it  mast  be  remembered,  was  a  witness  appealed  to 
by  both  parties  in  the  dispute  between  Swift  and  Steele,  nor  was 
he  likely  to  haTO  pud  this  yery  pointed  compliment  to  our  author 
on  tlie  steadiness  of  his  friendships,  had  there  been  real  ground 
for  charging  Ifim  with  gross  iojusttce  towards  a  person  with 

VOL.  XVI.  Y 
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and  as  I  have  received  particalar  instances  of  it,  you 
must  have  a  very  bad  opinion  of  me,  if  you  do  not 
think  I  heartily  love  and  respect  you  ;  and  that  I 
am  ever,  dear  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient,  and  most  humble  servant, 

J.  Addison. 


FROM  DR  ARBUTHNOT. 

London,  Oct  14,  1718. 

Dbar  Sir, 
This  serves  for  an  envelope  to  the  enclosed;  fori 
cannot  tell  whether  you  care  U>  hear  from  any  of 
your  friends  on  this  side.  In  your  last,  I  think,  you 
desired  me  to  let  you  alone  to  enjoy  your  own  spleen. 
Can  you  purchase  your  fifty  pounds  a-year  in  Wales 
as  yet  ?  ,  I  can  tell  you,  beforehand,  Lewis  scorns  to 
live  with  you  there.  He  keeps  company  with  the 
greatest,  and  is  principal  governor  in  many  families. 
1  have  been  in  France ;  six  weeks  at  Paris,  and  as 
much  at  Houen ;  where  I  can  assure  you,  I  hardly 
heard  a  word  of  news  or  politics,  except  a  little 
clutter  about  sending  some  imperiinent presidefiUdu 
parliament  to  prison,  that  had  the  impudence  to  talk 
for  the  laws  and  liberties  of  their  coimtry.  I  was 
asked  for  Monsieur  Swift  by  many  people,  I  can  as- 
sure you ;  and  particularly  by  the  Duke  d'Aumont 
I  was  respectfully  and  kindly  treated  by  many  folks. 


wlyom  Addison  hunsclf  vas  still  mofe  intimately  connected,  both 
hj  prirate  intercourse  and  party  habits* 
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and  even  by  the  great  Mr  I^w.*  Amongst  other 
things,  I  had  the  honour  to  carry  an  Irish  ladvf  to 
court,  that  was  admired  beyond  all  the  ladies  in  France 
for  her  beauty.  She  hsul  great  honours  done  her^ 
The  hussar  himself  was  ordered  to  bring  herthe  king's 
cat  to  kiss.  Hef  name  is  Bennet.  Among  other 
folks  I  saw  your  old  friend  Lord  Bolingbroke,  whtf 
^ked  for  you.  He  looks  just  as  he  did.  Your 
friends  here  are  in  good  health ;  not  changed  in  theit 
sentiments  towards  you.  I  left  my  two  girls  in 
France  with  their  uncle,  which  was  my  chief  busi- 
ness. I  do  not  know  that  I  have  any  friends  on  your 
side,  beside  Mr  Ford,  to  whom  give  my  service,  and 
^to  Eh*  Pamell  and  Mr  Jervis. 

If  it  be  possible  for  you,  obey  the  contents  of  the 
enclosed;  which,  I  suppose,  is  a  kind  invitation. 
The  dragon  is  just  as  he  wa8,^)nly  all  his  old  ha- 
bits ten  times  stronger  upon  him  than  ever.  Let  me 
beg  of  you  not  to  forget  me,  for  I  can  never  cease 
to  love  and  esteem  you ;  being  ever. 
Your  most  affectionate  and  obliged 
humble  servant, 

Jo.  Arbuthnot. 


*  The  projector  of  the  Mississippi  scheme  in  France, 
f  The  celebrated  beauty  Miss  Nelly  Bennet,  on  whoin  the 
lines  were  written,  which  b^n, 

For  fHieii  as  NeUy  came  to  France, 
(Imritcd  by  her  coostm,)  &c.--See  VoL  XIIL  p.  347» 

In  these  trenes,  which  were  written  probably  by  Arbnthnot 
himself,  the  incideat  respecting  the  king's  tabby  cat  is  faithfully 
commemorated. 
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FROM  THE  DUKE  OF  WHARTON. 

Monday  Mormng. 
DsAR  Dean, 
I  SHALL  embark  for  England  to-morrow.  It 
would  be  necessary  for  me  to  take  leave  of  Lord 
Molesw^orth  on  many  accounts;  and  as  Young*  is 
engaged  in  town,  I  must  infallibly  go  alone,  unless 
your  charity  extends  itself  to  favour  me  with  your 
company  there  this  mornings 

I  beg  you  would  send  me  your  answer,  and  be- 
lieve me  sincerely  your  faithml  friend  and  servant, 

Wharton. 
P.  S.  If  3^u  condescend  so  far,  come  to  me  about 
eleven  of  the  clock. 


*  Sir  Herbert  Croft  thm  records  the  patronage  extended  bjr 
ihis  libertine  nob^man  to  the  antbor  of  the  Night  Thoughts : 

^^  Wharton,  after  he  became  ennobled,  did  not  drop  the  son  of 
liis  old  friend.  In  him,  during  the  short  time  he  lired,  ToDBg 
found  a  patron ;  and,  )n  his  dissolute  descendant,  a  friend  and  • 
companion.  The  marquis  died  in  April  1715.  In  the  beginniig 
of  the  next  yc^r  the  yoiiog  marquis  set  out  upon  his  trayels,  from 
irhich  he  returned  in  about  a  tweWemonth.  The  beginniDj;  of 
17 17,  carried  him  to  Ireland ;  where,  says  the  fiiographia,  oo  the 
score  of  his  extraordinary  qualities,  he  Im  the  honour  done  him  of 
being  admitted,  though  under  age,  to  take  his  seat  In  the  house  of 
lords."...  Johnson's  Works,  by  Murphy,  Lond.  1 800,  8.  Vol.  XL 

{I.  997*    Voung  accom  paired  thb  extraordinary  personage  to 
reland.    It  does  not  appear  how  Swift,  who  ^'  hated  Whartoo 
like  a  toad,"  came  to  extend  his  farour  and  intimacy  to  Us  son. 
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FROM  DR  ARBUTHNOT. 

London,  Dec.  11, 1718. 
Deab  BbothEB, 
Fob  so  I  had  called  you  before,  were  it  not  for  a 
certain  reverence  I  pay  to  deans.  I  find  yon  wish 
both  roe  and  yourself  to  live  to  be  old  and  rich. 
,The  second  goes  in  course  along  with  the  first :  but 
you  cannot  give  seven  (that  is  the  tithe  of  seventy) 
good  reasons  for  either.  Glad  at  my  h^art  should  1 
be,  if  Dr  Helsham*  or  I  could  do  you  any  good. 
My  service  to  Dr  Helsham;  he  does  not  want  ray 
advice  in  the  case.  I  have  done  good  lately  to  a 
patient  and  a  friend  in  that  complaint  t>f  a  vertigo^ 
Dy  cinnabar  of  antimony  and  castor,  made  up  into 
boluses  with  confect.  of  alkermes.  I  had  no  great 
opinion  of  the  cinnabar ;  but  trying  it  armongst  other 
things,  my  friend  found  good  of  this  prescription. 
I  had  tried  the  castor^alone  before,  not  with  so  much 
success.  Small  quantities  of  tinctkra  sacra,  now  and 
then,  will  do  you  good.  There  are  twenty  lords,  I 
believe,  would  send  you  horses,  if  they,  knew  how. 
One  or  two  have  offered  to  me,  who,  I  believe, 
would  be  as  good  as  their  word.  Mr  Rowe,  the 
poet-laureat,  is  dead,  and  has  left  a  damned  jade 
of  a  Pegasus.  I  will  answer  for  it,  he  will  not  ao  as 
your  mare  did,  having  more  need  of  Lucan^s  present, 
than  Sir  Richard  Blackmore.  t  I  would  fain  have 


*  A  great  friend  aod  medical  adriser  of  Dean  Swift.  Some  of 
Ids  verses  are  to  be  fonnd  with  those  of  Swift,  Sheridaii,  ^d 
Delany. 

f  M  the  Battle  of  the  Books,  Lucan  gives  Biacjunore  a  paif 
of  spui^,  and  the  modern  presents  the  ancknt  with  a  bridle. 
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Pope  get  a  patent  for  life  for  the  place^  with  a  power 
of  putting  in  Durfey  his  deputy. 

I  sent  for  the  two  Rosingraves,  and  examined  the 
matter  of  fact.  The  younger  had  no  concern  in  the 
note  of  201.  The  elder  says  that  he  thought  the  201. 
due  to  him,  for  the  pains  and  some  expense  he  had 
been  at  about  the  young  fellow;  and  his  master 
Bethel,  who  had  given  Mr  Rosingrave,  the  elder, 
ten  guineas  before,  thought  the  same  reasonable. 
iHe  says,  he  did  not  take  it  by  way  of  bribe,  but  as 
his  due ;  and  did  never  intend  to  make  use  of  it 
but  when  the  young  fellow  was  in  circumstances  to 
pay  him.  The  younger  Rosingrave  was  begged 
and  entreated  both  by  Bethel  and  the  young  fellow 
(who  would  not  go  without  him)  to  accompany 
him  to  Ireland;  and  did  believe  that  bearing  his 
expenses,  which  was  done  by  Bethel,  was  the  least 
he  could  take.  There  is  one  thing  in  this  fellow's 
paper  that  I  know  to  be  a  lie,  his  being  ill  used 
by  Rosingrave  at  Lord  Carnarvon's.  He  sung 
there,  I  believe,  once  or  twice  for  his  own  instruction 
or  trial ;  and  .Lord  Carnarvon  gave  him  a  guinea. 
He  went  sometimes  to  hear  the  music  for  his  im- 

rrovement.  This  is  what  they  tell  me.  However, 
have  reprimanded  the  elder  Rosingrave  for  taking 
the  note.  When  this  fellow  came  first  to  town,  I 
thought  his  voice  might  do,  but  found  it  did  not  im- 
prove.  It  is  mighty  hard  to  get  such  a  sort  of  a 
voice.  There  is  an  excellent  one  in  the  king's 
chapel;  but  he  will  not  go.  The  top  one  of  the 
world  is  in  Bristol  choir;  and  I  believe  might  be 
managed;  though  your  Rosingrave  is  really  much  im« 
proved ;  so  do  not  totally  exclude  the  young  fellow 
till  you  have  more  maturely  considered  the  matter. 
'the  dragon*  is  come  to  town,  and  was  entering 

♦  The  Earl  of  Oxford. 
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Upon  the  detail  of  the  reasons  of  state  that  kept  him 
from  appearing  at  the  beginning,  &c.  when  I  did 
believe  at  the  same  time,  it  was  only  a  law  of  nature, 
to  which  the  dragon  is  most  subject,  Renumere  in 
statu  in  quo  est^  nisi  deturbetur  ab  extrinseco.  Lord 
Harley,  and  Lady  Harley  give  you  their  service. 
Lewis  is  in  the  country  with  Lord  Bathurst,  and  has 
writ  me  a  most  dreadful  story  of  a  mad  dog  that  bit 
their  huntsman;  since  which  accident,  I  am  told,  he 
has  shortened  his  stirrups  three  bores ;  they  were  not 
long  before.  Lord  Oxford  presented  him  with  two 
horses.  He  has  sold  one,  and  sent  the  other  to  grass, 
avec  beaucoup  de  sagesse.  I  do  not  believe  the  story  of 
Lord  Bolingbroke*s  marriage,  for  I  have  been  con- 
sulted about  the  lady ;  and,  by  some  defects  in  her 
constitution,  I  should  not  think  her  appetite  lay 
much  toward  matrimony.  There  is  some  talk  about 
reversing  his  attainder ;  but  I  wish  he  may  not  be 
disappointed.  I  am  for  all  precedents  of  that  kind. 
They  say  the  pretender  is  likely  to  have  his  chief 
minister  impeached  too.  He  has  his  wife  prisoner 
like  a  **♦*.  The  footmen  pf  the  house  of  commons 
chose  their  speaker,  and  impeach,  &c.  I  think  it 
were  proper,  that  all  monarchs  should  serve  their 
apprenticeships  as  pretenders,  that  we  might  discover 
their  defects.  Did  you  ever  expect  to  live  to  see  the 
Dukeof  Ormond  fighting  against  the  protestant  suc- 
cession, and  the  Duke  of  Berwick  fighting  for  it  ? 
France,  in  confederacy  with  England,  to  reduce  the , 
exorbitant  power  of  Spain  ?  I  redly  think  there  is  no 
such  ^ood  reason  for  living  till  seventy,  as  curiosity. 
You  say  you  are  ready  to  resent  it  as  an  affront,  if  I 
thought  a  beautiful  lady  a  curiosity  in  Ireland ;  but 
pray  is  it  an  affront  to  say  that  a  lady  hardly  known 
or  observed  for  her  beauty  in  Ireland  is  a  curiosity  in 
France  ?    AU  deans  naturally  fall  into  paralogisms. 
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My  wife  gyres  YfM  her  kind  loTe  and  senriee,  aai 
which  is  the  nrst  thing  that  occnm  to  all  mm, 
wishes  yon  weU  married. 

I  hare  not  clean  paper  more  than  to  bid  yov 
adieu. 


FROM  LORD  BOUNGBROKE. 

,     J)fiurdi  17,  171IH* 

I  HAVB  not  these  several  years  tasted  so  senaibie 
a  pleasure^  as  jonr  letters  of  the  6tfa  of  January  aod 
6th  of  Fdbniary  gave  me :  and  I  know  enoagh  of 
the  tenderness  of  your  heart  to  be  assured,  that  the 
letter  I  am  writing  will  produce  much  the  same  effect 
on  you.  I  feel  my  own  pleasure,  and  I  feel  your^s* 
The  truest  reflection,  and  at  the  same  time,  the 
bitti^est  satire^  which  can  be  made  on  the  present 
age,  is  this ;  that  to  think  as  you  think,  will  make 
a  man  pass  for  romantic.  Sincerity,  constancy, 
tenderness,  are  rarely  to  be  found.  They  are  so 
much  out  of  use,  that  the  man  of  mode  imagines  them 
to  be  out  of  natore.  We  meet  with  few  friends;  the 
greatei^  part  of  those  who  pass  for  such  are,  pn^erly 
speaking,  nothing  more  than  acquaintance ;  and  im 
wonder,  since  Tully's  maxim  is  certainly  true,  that 
friendship  can  subsist  non  nisi  inter  bancs.  At  that 
age  of  life,  when  there  is  balm  in  the  bloody  and  that 
confidence  in  the  mind,  which  the  innooency  of  owr 
jQwnheart  inspires,  and  the  experience  of  other  men's 
destroys,  I  was  apt  to  confound  my  acquatntance 
amd  rxij  friends  togedier.  I  never  doubted  but  that 
I  had  a  numerous  cohort  of  the  latter.  I  expected, 
if  ever  I  fell  into  misfortune,  to  have  as  many,  and 
as  remarkable  instances  of  friendship  to  produce,  as 
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the  Soyttuaii,  ia  one  of  Luoian^s  Dialogues,  draws 
finam  his  naticm.  Into  these  misfortunes  I  hare 
fkUen.  Thus  fiir  my  propitious  stars  bare  not  dis* 
appointed  my  expectations.  The  rest  have  iJmosI 
entirely  fiuled  me.  The  fire  of  my  adversity  has 
purged  the  mass  of  my  acquaintance ;  and  the  sepa* 
cation  made,  I  discover,  on  one  side,  a  handful  <^ 
friends;  but  on  the  other,  a  legion  of  enemies,  ait 
least  of  strangers.  Happily  this  fiery  trial  has  had 
an  edfect  on  me,  which  make  me  some  amends.  I 
have  found  less  resources  in  other  people  and  more 
m  myself,  than  I  expected.  I  make  good,  at  this 
koQr,  the  motto*  which  I  took  nine  years  ago, 
when  I  was  weak  enough  to  list  again  under  the 
coaduct  of  a  man  f  of  whom  nature  meant  to  make 
^  ^py*  or,  at  most,  a  captain  of  miners ;  and  whom 
fiNrtune,  in  one  of  her  whimsical  moods,  made  a  ge- 
neral. ( 

I  enjoy  at  this  hour,  with  very  tolerable  healthy 
great  tranquillity  of  mind.  You  will,  I  am  sure, 
hear  this  with  satisfaction  ;  and  sure  it  is,  that  I  tell 
it  you  without  the  least  affectation.  I  live^  my  friend^ 
in  a  narrower  circle  than  ever;  but  I  think  in  a  larger. 
When  I  look  back  on  what  is  past,  I  observe  amul** 
titude  of  errors,  but  no  crimes.  I  have  been  far 
from  following  the  advice  which  Caelius  gave  to 
Cicero:  Id  melius  statuere  quod  tutius  sit:  and  I 
think,  may  say  to  myself  what  Dolabella  says  in  one 
of  his  letters  to  the  same  Cicero :  Satisf  actum  est  jam 
d  te,  velojfiaOj  vel  familiaritati :  satisf  actum  etiam 


*  Lord  Bolingbroke^f  notto  waS, 

*'  Jfee  ftuererff  nee  tpernere,  homrein^^ 

f  The  Earl  of  Oxford.— B. 

;t  These  words  must  haye  been  mortifying  to  Swift;  who  thought 
liighiy  of  Lord  Oxford's  abilities, — Warton. 
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partibus^  et  ei  reipublica^  guam  tu  prebabas.  ReKquam 
esty  ubi  nunc  est  respublica:  ibi  simus  potim^  qudm^ 
dum  illam  veierem  seguamuTj  simus  in  nulld.  What  my 
memory  has  furnished  on  this  head  (for  I  have  neither 
books  nor  papers  here  conceminjj  homef  affairs)  is  writ 
with  great  truth,  and  with  as  much  clearness  as  I 
could  give  it.  If  ever  we  meet,  you  will,  perhaps, 
not  think  two  or  three  hours  2j)8olutely  thrown  away 
in  reading  it.  One  thing  I  will  venture  to  assure 
you  of  beforehand,  which  is,  that  you  will  think  I 
never  deserved  more  to  be  commended,  than  while  I 
was  the  most  blamed;  and,  that  you  will  pronounce 
the  brightest  part  of  my  character  to  be  that  which 
ha3  been  disguised  by  the  nature  of  things,  misrepre- 
sented by  the  malice  of  men,  and  which  is  still  be- 
hind a  cloud.  In  what  is  passed,  therefore,  I  find  no 
great  source  of  uneasiness.  As  to  the  present  my 
fortune  is  extremely  reduced;  but  my  desires  are  still 
more  so.  Nothing  is  more  certain  than  this  truth, 
that  all  our  wants  beyond  those  which  a  very- 
moderate  income  will  supply,  are  purely  imaginary; 
and  that  his  happiness  is  greater,  and  better  assured, 
who  brings  his  mind  up  to  a  temper  of  not  feeling 
them,  than  his  who  feels  them,  and  has  wherewithal 
to  supply  them. 


Vides^  qucB  maxima  credis 


^^  Esse  malaj  exiguum  censum^  turpemque  repulsamy 

^^  Quanta  devttes'j*\Sf'C»    .  Hor*  £pist«  i.  lib.  1. 

Which  I  paraphrased  thus,  not  long  ago,  in  my 
post-chaise : 

Sarrey  mankind,  obsenre  what  risks  tbey  run. 
What  fancied  ills,  thrt>*  real  dangers,  shun ; 
Those  fancied  ills^  so  dreadful  to  the  great, 
A  lost  election,  or  impaired  estate. 
Obsenre  the  merchant,  who,  intent  on  gain. 
Affronts  the  terrors  of  the  Indian  main  ; 
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} 


^oogh  itormi  arise,  aad  brokeo  rocks  appear, . 
He  flies  from  poTertj,  knows  uo  other  fear. 
Vain  tiien !  who  might  arriTe^  with  toil  far  kss, 
Bjr  smoother  paths  at  greater  happiness, 
For  'tis  superior  bliss  not  to  desire, 
That  trifling  good  which  fondly  yon  admirCf 
Possess  precarious,  and  too  dear  acquire. . 
What  hackney  gkdiator  can  you  find, 
By  whom  the  Olympic  crown  would  be  declined  ? 
Who,  rather  than  that  glorious  palm  to  seize, 
With  safety  combat,  and  proTail  with  ease. 
Would  choose  on  some  inglorious  stage  to  tread. 
And,  fighting,  stroll  from  wake  to  wiJlc  for  brcid? 

As  to  what  is  to  happen,  I  am  not  anxious  about 
it :  on  which  subject  I  have  twenty  fine  quotations 
at  the  end  of  my  pen ;  but,  I  think,  it  is  better  to 
own  frankly  to  you,  that  upon  a  principle  (which 
I  have  long  established)  we  are  a  great  deal  more 
mechanical  than  our  vanity  will  give  us  leave  to 
allow.  I  have  familiarized  the  worst  prospects  to 
my  sight ;  and,  by  staring  want,  solitude,  neglect, 
and  the  rest  of  that  train  in  the  face,  I  have  dis- 
armed them  of  their  terrors.  *  I  have  heard  of  some- 
body, who,  while  he  was  in  the  Tower,  used  every 
morning  to  lie  down  on  the  block,  and  so  act  over 
his  last  scene. 

Nothing  disturbs  me,  but  the  uncertainty  of  my 
situation,  which  the  zeal  of  a  few  friends,  and  the 
inveteracy  of  a  great  many  enemies,  entertain.  The 
more  prepared  I  am  to  pass  the  remainder  of  my  life 
in  exile,  the  more  sensibly  shall  I  feel  the  pleasure 
of  returning  to  you,  if  his  majesty's  unconditional 
favour  (the  offers  of  which  prevented  even  my  wishes) 


*  It  was  probably  in  this  train  of  reflection  that  Bolingbroke 
composed  his  Con$oiatio  Philosophka^  written  about  this  period 
of  his  life.  .     . 
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proves  at  last  effectual.  *    I  cannot  apply  to  myself^ 
as  you  bid  me  <lo  ^ 


'  N&n  tiN  pmrvum 


hgentum^  non  inctdium  est, 

and  what  follows;  and>  if  eyer  we  live  in  the  same 
country  together,  you  shall  not  apply  to  me, . 

Quodsi 
Ffigida  cmrarum  Jmnenia  relinquere  posses'. 

I  have  wrk  to  you,  before  I  was  aware  of  it,  a  long 
letter.  The  pleasure  of  breaking  so  long  a  silence 
transports  me ;  and  your  sentimetit  is  a  sufficient 
excuse.  It  is  not  so  easy  to  find  one  for  talking  so 
muchabout  myself;  but  I  shall  want  none  wit^you 
iqMMi  this  score.    Adieu. 

This  letter  will  get  safe  to  Lond<Hi;  and  from 
thence,  I  hope,  the  friend,  to  whcnn  I  recommeod 
il,  wiH  find  meaas  of  conveying  it  to  you.  For 
God's  sake,  no  more  apologies  for  your  quotations, 
uidess  you  mean,  by  accusing  yourself,  to  correct 
me. 

There  never  was  a  better  application  than  your's 
of  the  ^ory  of  Pierochole.  Things  are  come  to  that 
pass,  the  storks  will  never  come ;  and  they  mu^t  be 
porters  all  their  lives.  They  are  something  worse; 
lor  I  had  rather  be  a  porter  than  a  tool :  I  would 
socmer  lend  out  my  back  to  hire,  than  my  name,  f 


^  Bollngbroke,  throngh  the  mediation  of  the  Earl  of  Stair,  re. 
c^Ted  the  king^s  pavdon  as  to  Mt^  and  afterwards  as  to  praip&ttf. 
But  as  his  company  would  have  been  undesirable  in  the  house  of 
lords,  he  was  sever  restored  in  blood  and  hooonrf  s  N«r  did  he 
leceive  this  limited  pardon  until  1723. 

f -It  18  obvuKts  that  Swift  had  compared  the  situation  of  the  ex* 
iled  family  <^  Staart  to  the  state  of  the  dethroned  monarch  Piero- 
chole^ whom  Rabehds  represents  as  working  for  bread^  in  die 
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They  are  at  this  time  the  instruments  of  a  saucy 
gardener,  who  has  got  a  9^old  cross  on  his  stomach, 
and  a  red  cap  on  his  head.  ^ 

A  poor  (gentleman,  who  puts  me  often  in  mind  of 
one  of  Scandal's  pictures  in  Congreve's  play  of 
**Love  for  Love/*  where  a  soldier  is  represented 
with  his  heart  where  his  head  should  be,  and  no 
head  at  all,  is  the  conductor  of  this  doughty  enter- 
prise ;  which  will  end  in  making  their  cause  a  little 
more  desperate  than  it  is.  f    Again,  adieu. 

Let  me  hear  from  you  by  the  same  conveyance 
that  brings  you  this.  I  am  in  pain  about  your 
health.  From  the  6th  of  January  to  the  l^th  of 
February  is  a  long  course  of  illness. 


capacitj  of  a  porter,  but  still  trestiog  in  the  prophecy  of  an  old 
woman,  that  hd  should  be  restored  to  his  kingdom,  on  the  coming 
of  the  Coequedgrues^  called,  by  Urquhart,  Cocklecranes,  and  here 
rendered  Storks. 

*  Cardinal  Alberoni,  who  then  managed  the  intrigues  for  the 
house  of  Stnart    His  &ther  was  a  gardener. 

f  This  is  an  allusion  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  who  was  do. 
signed  to  hare  headed  a  descent  upon  England,  where  a  rising  of 
the  Jacobites  was  meditated.  Bolfaigbroke  and  the  duke  had  quar. 
relied  decisively  during  the  short  time  when  the  former  was  se. 
cretary  of  state  to  the  Cheyalier  St  Creorge ;  and  Ormond  was 
the  person  employed  to  demand  from  him  the  wtfAt  and  papen 
when  he  was  deprived  of  that  situation.  The  latter,  as  Boling. 
broke  contemptuously  informs  us,  would  not  have  itled  an 
ordinary  writing-case.  Yet,  he  adds,  he  took  care  to  separate 
aad  aeiid,  by  a  different  band,  some  private  papers,  in  which  the 
ichevalier  expressed  his  opinion  of  Ormond's  incapacity. 
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TO  LORD  BOLINGBROKE- 

May  . . .  1719. 

My  Lord, 

I  FORGET  whether  I  formerly  mentioned  to  you 
what  1  have  observed  in  Cicero;  that  in  some  of  his 
letters,  while  he  ivas  in  exile,  there  is  a  sort  of 
melancholy  pleasure,  which  is  wonderfully  affecting. 
I  believe  the  reason  must  be,  that  in  those  circum- 
stances of  life  there  is  more  leisure  for  friendship  to 
operate,  without  any  mixture  of  envy,  interest,  or 
ambition.  But,  I  am  afraid^  this  was  chiefly  when 
Cicero  writ  to  his  brethren  in  exile,  or  they  to  hiin; 
because  cpmmon  distress  is  a  great  promoter  both  of 
friendship  and  speculation :  for,  I  doubt>  prosperity 
and  adversity  are  too  much  at  variance,  ever  to  suffer 
a  near  alliance  between  their  owners. 

Friendship,  we  say,  is  created  by  a  resemblance 
of  humours.  You  allow  that  adversity  both  taught 
you  to  think  and  reason  much  otherwise  than  you 
did ;  whereas,  I  can  assure  you,  that  those  who  con- 
trived to  stay  at  home,  and  keep  what  they  had,  are 
not  changed  at  all :  and  if  they  sometimes  drink  an 
absent  friend's  health,  they  have  fully  discharged 
their  duty.  I  have  been,  for  some  time,  nursing  up 
an  observation,  which,  perhaps,  may  be  a  just  one: 
that  no  men  are  used  so  ill,  upon  a  change  of  times, 
as  those  who  acted  upon  a  public  view,  without  re- 
gard to  themselves.  I  do  not  mean  from  the  cir- 
cumstance of  saving  more  or  less  money,  but  because 
I  take  it,  that  the  same  grain  of  caution  which  disposes 
a  man  to  fill  his  coffers,  will  teach  him  how  to  pre- 
serve them  upon  all  events.  And  1  dare  hold  a  wager 
that  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  in  all  his  campaignsi 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Epistolary  corrbspokdbncb.  351 

•was  never  known  to  lose  his  baggage.    I  am  heartily 
glad  to  hear  of  that  unconditional  offer  you  mention; 
because  I  have  been  taught  to  believe  there  is  little 
good  nature  to  be  had  from  that  quarter ;  and  if  the 
offer  were  sincere  I  know  not  why  it  has  not  suc- 
ceeded, since  every  thing  is  granted  that  can  be  asked 
for,  unless  there  be  an  exception  only  for  generous 
and  good-natured  actions.     When  I  think  of  you 
with  a  relation  to  Sir  Roger,*  I  imagine  a  youth  of 
sixteen  marrying  a  woman  of  thirty  for  love ;  she 
decays  every  year,  while  he  grows  up  to  his  prime; 
and  when  it  is  too  late,  he  wonders  how  he  could 
think  of  so  unequal  a  match,  or  what  is  become  of 
the  beauty  he  was  so  fond  of. — I  am  told,  he  out- 
does himself  in  every  quality  for  which  we  used  to 
quarrel  with  him.     1  do  not  think,  that  leisure  of 
life,  and  tranquillity  of  mind,  which  fortune  and 
your  own  wisdom  has  given  you,  could  be  better 
employed  than  in  drawing  up  very  exact  memoirs  of 
those  affairs,  wherein,  to  my  knowledge,  you  had 
the  most  difficult  and  weighty  part :  and  I  have  often 
thought,  in  comparing  periods  of  time,  there  never 
was  a  more  important  one  in  England  than  that 
which  made  up  the  four  last  years  of  the  late  queen. 
Neither  do  I  think  any  thing  could  be  more  enter- 
taining, or  useful,  than  the  stpry  of  it  fully  and 
exactly  told,  with  such  observations,  in  such  a  spirit^ 
style,  and  method,  as  you  alone  are  capable  of  per- 
forming it.     One  reason  why  we  have  so  few  me- 
moirs written  by  principal  actors,  is,  because  much 
familiarity  with  great  affitirs  makes  men  value  them 
too  little;  yet  such  persons  will  read  Tacitus  and 
Commines  with  wondeiful  delight.     Therefore  I 


"1^  TheEarlofOxford* 
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must  beg  two  things;  firsts  that  you  will  not  <Hni| 
may  passage  because  you  think  it  of  little  moment) 
and  secondly,  that  you  will  write  to  an  ignorant 
world,  and  not  suppose  your  reader  to  be  only  of  the 

? resent  age,  or  to  live  within  ten  miles  of  London, 
'here  is  nothing  more  vexes  me  in  old  historians^ 
than  when  they  leave  me  in  the  dark  in  some  pas« 
sages  which  they  suppose  every  one  to  know.  It  is 
this  laziness,  pride,  or  incs^^acity  of  great  men,  that 
has  given  way  to  the  impertinents  of  the  nalicm 
where  you  are,  to  pester  us  with  memoirs  full  of 
trifling  and  romance.  Let  a  Frenchman  talk  twice 
with  a  minister  of  state,  he  desires  no  more  to  furnish 
out  a  volume;  and  I,  who  am  no  Frenchman 
despairing  ever  to  see  any  thing  (^  what  you  tell  me^ 
have  been  some  time  providing  materials  for  such  a 
work^  only  upon  the  strength  of  having  been  always 
among  you,  and  used  with  more  kindness  and  coi^- 
dence  than  it  often  happens  to  men  oS  my  trade  and 
level.  But  I  am  heartily  glad  of  so  good  a  reason 
to  think  no  farther  that  ^  way,  although  I  could  say 
many  things  which  you  would  never  allow  yoursdlf 
to  write.  I  have  alreSidy  drawn  your  charact^  at 
length  in  one  tract,  and  a  sketch  of  it  in  anolber. 
But  I  am  sensible  that  when  Caesar  describes  one  ef 
his  own  battles  we  conceive  a  greater  idea  of  him 
from  thencie,  than  from  all  the  praises  any  other 
writer  can  give  him. 

I  read  your  paraphrase  ^  with  great  pleasure  ;  and 
the  goodness  of  the  poetry  convinces  me  of  the  truth 
of  your  philosophy.    I  agree,  that  a  great  part  of  our  . 
wants  is  imaginary;  yet  there  is  a  different  proporw 


»  Of  iSofacew    See  p.  346. 
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fion,  even  in  real  want,  between  one  man  and 
another.  A  king  deprived  of  his  kingdom  would 
be  allowed  to  live  in  real  want,  although  he  had  ten 
thousand  a-year ;  and  the  case  is  parallel  in  every 
degree  of  life.  When  I  reason  thus  on  the  case  of 
some  absent  friends,  it  frequently  takes  away  all  the 
quiet  of  my  mind.  I  think  it  indecent  to  be  merry, 
or  to  take  satisfaction  in  any  thing,  while  those  who 
presided  in  councils  and  armies,  and  by  whom  I  had 
the  honour  to  be  beloved,  are  either  in  humble  soli- 
tude, or  attending,  like  Hannibal,  in  foreign  comts, 
donee  Bithyno  libeat  vigilare  tyranno.  My  heahh 
(a  thing  of  no  moment)  is  somewhat  mended;  but, 
at  best,  I  have  an  ill  head  and  an  aching  heart.  Pray 
God  send  you  soon  back  to  your  country  in  peace 
and  honour,  that  I  may  once  more  see  him  cum  quo 
tnorantem  smpe  diemfregU  ATr.  Jon.  Swift. 


FROM  MR  PRIOR. 

Westminster,  May  5,  1719. 

Dear  Sir, 
Since  I  love  you  with  all  the  ties  of  inclination 
and  friendship,  and  wish  you  half  the  happiness  of 
life,  health  especially,  the  chiefest,  you  will  pardon 
my  being  a  iittle  peevish,  when  I  received  your's  of 
the  twenty-eighth  past,  which  told  me  I  must  not 
expect  to  see  you  here,  and  that  you  were  not  per- 
fectly well  at  Dublin.  I  hope  there  is  a  little  spleen 
mixed  with  your  distemper;  in  which  case  your 
horse  may  be  your  physician,  and  your  physician, 
may  have  the  happiness  of  being  your  companion; 
an  honour  which  many  here  would  envy  him.  As 
to  the  sangfroid  of  fifty,  who  has  it  not,  that  i§ 

VOL.    XVI.  z 
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worth  conversing  with,  except  Harley  and  Bathunt? 
at  least,  make  no  more  that  sort  of  complaint  to  me, 
Jsthme  commemoratio  est  quasi  exprobratio;  for 
fifty  (as  Mr  Locke  observes)  is  equal  to  fifty ;  and  a 
congh  is  worse  than  the  spleen*  My  bookseller  is 
a  blockhead;  do  have  they  all  been,  or  worse,  from 
Chaucer's  scrivener,*  down  to  John  and  Jacob, f 
Mr  Hyde  only  excepted,  to  whom  my  books  in 
quires  are  consigned,  and  the  greatest  care  taken  that 
they  are  rightly  put  up.  Several  of  the  subscribers 
to  you,  requiring  their  books  here,  have  had  them. 
I  need  not  repeat  my  thanks  to  you,  for  the  trouble 
this  matter  has  given  you ;  or  entreat  your  favour  for 
Alma  and  Solomon.  I  shall  perform  your  commands 
to  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  semper  idem;  and  drink  your 
h/ealth  with  our  friends,  which  is  all  I  can  do  for  you 
at  this  distance,  till  your  particular  order  enjoins  ine 
any  thing,  by  which  I  may  show  you,  that  I  am,  and 
desire  always  to  continue,  with  the  greatest  truth 
and  regard,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

M.  Prior. 


TO  THE  BISHOP  OF  MEATH.  % 

May  25J,  1719. 

I  HAD  an  express  sent  to  me  yesterday  by  some 
friends,  to  let  me  know  that  you  refused  to  accept 

w— ^1  n     w^—  I  .I.I 

*  ^^  Adam  Scrivener,''  on  whom,  for  bis  carelessness,  the  an- 
cient bard  imprecates  a  heavj  curse. 

f  John  Barber  and  Jacob  Tonson, 

I  John  Kyans  was  translated  from  the  see  of  Bangor  to  that  of 
Meath  in  171 5.  From  the  date  of  bis  translation,  as  well  as  his 
dbputes  with  our  authoi*,  we  may  conjecture,  with  probability, 
th^t  he  was  a  keen  whig. 
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my  proxy,  which  I  thiak  was  in  a  legal  form,  and 
with  all  the  circumstances  it  ought  to  have.  I  was 
likewise  informed  of  some  other  particulars,  relating 
to  your  displeasure  far  my  not  appearing.  You 
may  remember,  if  you  please,  that  I  promised  last 
year  never  to  appear  again  at  yoiir  visitations;  and 
I  will  most  certainly  keep  my  word,  if  the  law  will 
permit  me :  not  from  any  contempt  of  your  lord- 
ship's jurisdictions,  but  that  I  would  not  put  you 
under  the  temptation  of  giving  me  injurious  treat- 
ment, which  no  wise  man,  if  he  can  avoid  it,  will 
receive  above  one?  from  the  same  person. 

I  had  the  less  apprehension  of  any  hard  dealing 
from  your  lordship,  because  I  had  been  more  than 
ordinary  officious  in  my  respects  to  you  from  your 
ftrst  coming  over.  I  waited  on  you  as  soon  as  I 
knew  of  your  landing.  I  attended  on  you  in  your 
first  journey  to  Trim-  I  lent  you  a  useful  bpok 
relating  to  your  diocese ;  and  repeated  my  visits,  till 
I  saw  you  never  intended  to  return  them.  And  I 
could  have  no  design  to  serve  myself,  having  nothing 
to  hppe  or  fe^r  from  you.  I  cannot  help  it,  if  I  am 
called  of  a  different  party  from  your  lordship :  but 
that  circumstance  is  of  no  consequence  with  me, 
who  respect  good  men  of  all  parties  alike. 

I  have  already  nominated  a  person  to  be  my 
curate,  and  did  humbly  recommend  him  to  your 
lordship  to  be  ordained,  which  must  be  done  by 
some  other  bishop,  since  you  were  pleased  (as  I  am 
told)  to  refuse  it :  and  I  am  apt  to  think  you  will 
be  of  opinion,  that  when  I  have  a  lawful  curate, 
I  shall  not  be  under  the  necessity  of  a  personal  ap- 
pearance, from  which  I  hold  myself  excused  by 
another  station.  If  I  shall  prove  to  be  mistaken, 
I  declare  my  appearance  will  be  extremely  against 
my  inclinations.     However,  I  hope  that  in  such  a 
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case  your  lordship  will  please  to  remember  in  the 
midst  of  your  resentme;nts  that  you  are  to  speak  to 
^  clergyman,  and  not  to  a  footman. 

I  am  your  lordship's  most  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

JoN.  Swift. 


FROM  MR  PRIOR, 

Westminster,  Dec.  8,  1719. 
Sir, 
Having  spent  part  of  my  summer  veir  agrees 
ably  in  Cambridgeshire  with  dear  Lord  Harley,  I 
am  returned  without  him  to  my  own  palace  in 
Duke  Street,  whence  I  endeavour  to  exclude  all  the 
tumult  and  noise  of  the  neighbouring  court  of  re-i 
quests,  and  to  live  aut  nihil  agendo  aut  aliud  agendo^ 
till  he  comes  to  town.  But  there  is  worse  thsm 
this  yet,  I  have  treated  Lady  Harriot  *  at  Cambridge 
(good  God !  a  fellow  ef  a  college  treat!)  and  spoke 
verses  to  her  f  in  a  gown  and  cap !    What !  the 


*  Lady  Harriot  Harlejr,  only  daughter  of  Edward,  Lord  Ha^ 
ley  ;  afterward  Dnchess  of  Portland..^B. 

f  These  verses  here  follow, .  as  they  do  not  occur  in  the  com^ 
won  editions  of  Prior's  works. 

Verses  spoken  to  Lady  Henrietta    CaTendish  Holies  Barley, 
Countess  of  Oxford,    in  the  library  of  St  John's  Colkg^ 
Cambridge,  NoTember9,  1719. 
Madam, 
Since  Amoa  visited  the  mmeft'  seat, 
< Around  her  tomb,  let  weeping  angels  wait  I) 
Hail  thon  the  bri^test  of  thy  sex,  and  best, 
Most  gtacioQs  nogliboar,*  and  most  welcome  gneit. 

^  The  ftmily  seat  was  then  at  Wimple. 
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plenipotentiary  so  (ar  concerned  in  the  damned 
peace  at  Utrecfht;  the  man,  that  makes  iip  half 
the  volume  of  terse  prose,  that  makes  up  the  report 
of  the  committee,  speaking  verses!  Sic  est,  homo 
sums  and  am  not  ashamed  to  send  those  very  verses 
to  one,  who  can  make  much  better.  And  now  let 
me  ask  you.  How  you  do  ?  and  what  you  do  ?  How 
your  Irish  country  air  agrees  with  you,  and  when 
you  intend  to  take  any  English  country  air  ?  In 
the  spring  I  will  meet  you  where  you  will,  and  go 
with  you  where  you  will ;  but  I  believe  the  best 
rendezvous  will  be  Duke  Street,  and  the  fairest  field 
for  action  Wimple  j*  the  lords  of  both  those  seats 
flgreaing,  that  no  man  shall  be  more  welcome  to 
either  than  yourself^ 


Not  Hariey's  setf,  to  Cam  and  Isis  dear, 
In  yrirtats  and  in  art»  great  Otford*^  heir ; 
Not  he  inch  present  honour  shall  xeceive, 
As  to  his  consort  we  aspire  to  gi?e. 

Writinoi  of  men  oar  thongbts  to-day  negleqts, 
To  pay  me  homage  to^  the  softer  sex  : 
Plato  and  Tolly  we  forbear  to  read, 
And  their  great  followers  whom  this  house  has  bred, 
To  study  lessons  from  thy  morals  given. 
And  shining  characters  impressed  1^  Heaven, 
Science,  in  books,  no  longer  we  pmrsue, 
Minerva*s  self,  in  Harriet's  face  we  view ; 
F<n'  when  with  beauty,  we  can  virtue  join, 
Wepaint  the  semblance  of  a  form  divme. 

Tbeif  pious  incedse  let  Our  neighbours  brings 
To  the  kmd  memory  of  sqme  bounteous  king; 
With  grateful  hand,  due  altars  let  them  raise. 
To  some  good  koi|^t*s,t  or  holy  prelate's^  praise. 
We  tune  our  voices  to  another  theme. 
Your  eyes  we  bless,  your  praises  we  proclaim:; 
Saint  John's  was  founded  m  a  wonuufs  name. 
Enjoin'd  by  statute,  to  the  fair  we  bow ; 
In  spite  of  time,  we  keep  our  ancient  vow ; 
What  Margaret  Tudor  was,  is  Harriet  Harley  now. 

t  Sir  Thomas  White,  founder  of  St  John*s  CoMege,  Ozotw 

X  Archbishop  Laud  also  was  a  generous  benefactor. 


*  The  seat  of  Lord  Harley.^^H. 
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It  is  many  tuonths  since  the  complaints  of  my 
ilubseribers  are  redressed^  and  that  they  have  ceased 
to  call  the  bookseller  a  blockhead,  by  transferring 
that  title  t6  the  author.  We  have  not  heard  from 
Mr  Hyde ;  bnt  expect  that  at  his  leisure  he  will 
signify  to  Tonson  what  i^fi^y  relate  to  that  wfade 
Iftatter^  as  to  the  second  subscriptions.  In  the 
mean  timl^,  I  hope  the  books  have  been  delivered 
Without  any  mistake :  and  shall  only  repeat  to  you, 
that  I  am  sensible  of  the  trouble  my  poetry  haft 
given  you,  and  return  you  my  thatikt^  in  plain  prose. 
Earl  of  Ojtford,  prd  vnore  stf6,  wtAt  late  imo  the 
<;6Uhtry,  and  continues  there  still.  Our  friends  are 
all  weH;  so  am  I,  nm  cum  pituitit  tkotesta  frf>- 
which  is  at  this  present  writing,  and  wiM  Continue 
so  all  the  winter.  So,  with  weak  lungs,  and  a  very 
good  heart,  I  remain  always,  Bir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

M.  Prior. 

Service  to  Matthew  Pennyfeather  and  t\\  friends. 
Adieu. 


TO  LORD  BOLINGBROKE. 

Bectttobtr  l£^,  17 19. 
My  Lord, 
I  FIRST  congratulate  with  you  upon  growing  rich: 
for  I  hope  our  friend^s  information  is  true,  Omjie 
solum  diti  patria.  Euripides  makes  the  queen 
Jocasta  ask  her  exiled  son,  how  he  got  his  victuals? 
But  who  ever  expected  to  see  you  a  trader  or  dealer 
in  stocks?  I  thought  to  have  seen  you  whei^e  you 
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are,  or  perhaps  nearer:  but  diis  aliter  visum.  It 
may  be  with  one*s  country  as  with  a  lady:  if  she  be 
cruel  and  ill-natured,  and  will  not  receive  us,  we 
ought  to  consider  that  we  are  better  without  her. 
But,  in  this  case,  we  may  add,  dhe  has  neither  virtue, 
honour,  nor  justice.  I  have  gotten  a  metzotinto 
(for  want  of  a  better)  of  Aristippus,  in  my  drawing- 
room  :  the  motto  at  the  top  is,  Ommis  Aristippumi 
8Cc.  and  at  the  bottom,  Tantd  ftedus  cum  gente 
ferire^  cammissum  juveni.  But,  since  what  I  heard 
of  Mississippi,  I  am  grown  fonder  of  the  former  /, 
motto.  You  have  heard  that  Plato  followed  mer- 
chandize three  years,  to  show  he  knew  how  to  grow 
rich,  as  well  as  to  be  a  philosopher :  and  I  guess, 
Plato  was  then  about  forty,  the  period  which  the 
Italians  prescribe  for  being  wise,  in  order  to  be  rich 
at  fifty.—  Sen^s  ut  in  otia  tuta  recedant.  I  have 
known  something  of  courts  and  ministers  longer 
than  you,  who  knew  them  so  many  thousand  times 
better  J  but  I  do  not  remember  to  have  ever  heard 
of,  or  seen,  one  great  genius,  who  had  long  success 
in  the  ministry :  and  recollecting  a  great  many, 
in  my  memory  and  acquaintance,  those  who  had 
the  smoothest  time,  were,  at  best,  men  of  middling 
degree  in  understanding.  But,  if  I  were  to  frame  a 
romance  of  a  great  minister's  life,  he  should  begin 
it  as  Aristippus  has  done ;  then  be  sent  imo  entile, 
and  employ  his  leisure  in  writing  the  memoirs  off 
his  own  administration;  then  be  recalled,  invited 
to  resume  his  share  of  power,  act  as  far  as  was 
decent;  at  last  retire  to  the  country,  and  be  a 
pattern  of  hospitality,  politeness,  wisdom,  and.  vir- 
tue. Have  you  not  observed,  that  there  is  a  loWtt 
kind  of  discretion  and  regularity,  which  seldom  fails 
of  raising  men  to  the  highest  stations,  in  the  court, 
the  church,  and  the  law?  It  must  be  so:  for  Prd- 
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videncef  which  designed  the  world  should  be  go- 
verned by  many  heads,  made  it  a  business  within 
the  reach  of  common  understandings;  while  one 
great  genius  is  hardly  found  among  ten  millions. 
Did  you  never  observe  one  of  your  clerks  cutting 
his  paper  with  a  blunt  ivory  knife?  did  you  ever 
know  the  knife  to  fail  going  the  true  way  ?  whereas, 
if  he  had  used  a  razor,  or  a  penknife,  he  had  odds 
against  him  of  spoiling  a  whole  sheet.  I  have  twenty 
times  cc»npared  the  motion  of  that  ivory  implement, 
to  those  talents  that  thrive  best  at  court.  Think 
upon  Lord  Bacon,  Williams,  Strafford,  Laud,  Cla- 
rendon, Shaftesbury,  the  last  Duke  of  Buckingham; 
and  of  my  own  acquaintance,  the  Earl  of  Oxford  and 
yourself,  all  great  geniuses  in  their  several  ways ; 
and,  if  they  had  not  been  so  great,  would  have  been 
less  unfortunate.  I  remember  but  one  exception, 
and  that  was  Lord  Somers,  whose  timorous  nature, 
joined  with  the  trade  of  a  common  .lawyer,  and  the 
consciousness  of  a  mean  extraction,  had  taught  him 
the  reguliarity  of  an  alderman,  or  a  gentleman  usher. 
But  of  late  years  I  have  been  refining  upon  this 
thought:  for  I  plainly  see,  that  fellows  of  low  intel- 
lectuals, when  they  are  gotten  at  the  head  of  affairs^ 
can  sally  into  the  highest  exorbitancies,  with  much 
more  safety,  than  a  man  of  great  talents  can  make 
the  least  step  out  of  the  way.  Perhaps  it  is  for  the 
same  reason,  that  men  are  more  afraid  of  attacking 
a  vicious  than  a  mettlesome  horse:  but  I  rather 
think  it  owing  to  that  incessant  envy,  wherewith 
the  common  rate  of  mankind  pursues  all  superior 
natures  to  their  own.  And  I  conceive,  if  it  were 
left  to  the  choice  of  an  ass,  he  would  rather  be  kicked 
by  one  of  his  own  species,  than  a  better.  If  you 
will  recollect  that  I  am  toward  six  years  older  than 
when  I  saw  you  last,  and  twenty  years  duller,  you 
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will  not  wonder  to  find  me  abound  in  empty  specu- 
lations: I  can  now  express  in  a  hundred  words, 
what  would  have  formerly  cost  me  ten.  I  can  write 
epigrams  of  fifty  distichs,  which  might  be  squeezed 
into  one.  I  have  gone  the  round  of  all  my  stories 
three  or  four  times  with  the  younger  people, ,  and 
begin  them  s^tn.  I  give  hints  how  significant  a 
person  I  have  been,  and  nobody  believes  me :  I 
.  pretend  to  pity  them,  but  am  inwardly  angry.  I  lay 
traps  for  people  to  desire  I  would  show  them  some 
things  I  have  written,  but  cannot  succeed;  and  wreak 
my  spite,  in  condemning  the  taste  of  the  people  and 
company  where  I  am.  But  it  is  with  place,  as  it  is 
with  time.  If  I  boast  of  having  been  valued  three 
hundred  miles  off,  it  is  of  no  more  use  than  if  I  told 
how  handsome  1  was  when  1  was  young.  The  worst 
of  it  is,  that  lying  is  of  no  use;  for  the  people  here 
will  not  believe  one  half  of  what  is  true*  If  I  can 
prevail  on  any  one  to  personate  a  hearer  and  admirer^ 
you  would  wonder  what  a  favourite  he  grows.  He 
is  sure  to  have  the  first  glass  out  of  the  bottle,  and 
the  best  bit  I  can  carve.  Nothing  has  convinced  me 
so  much  that  i  am  of  a  little  subaltern  spirit,  inopis^ 
atque  pnsilli  animi,  as  to  reflect  how  1  am  forced 
into  the  most  trifling  amusements,  to  divert  the  vex- 
ation of  former  thoughts,  and  present  objects.  Why 
cannot  you  lendme  a  shred  of  your  mantle,  or  why  did 
not  you  leave  a  shred  of  it  with  me  when  you  were 
snatched  from  me  ?  You  see  I  speak  in  my  trdde,  al- 
though it  is  growing  fast  a  trade  to  be  ashamed  of. 

I  cannot  but  wish  that  you  would  make  it  pos- 
sible for  me  to  see  a  copy  of  the  papers^  you  are 
about;  and  I  do  protest  it  necessary  that  i^uch  a 
thing  should  be  in  some  person's  hands  beside  your 
own^  and  I  scorn  to  say  how  safe  they  woul<|  be  \n 
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mine.  Neither  wonk)  you  dislike  my  ceitsnres^  as 
far  as  they  might  relate  to  circumstantials.  I  tax 
you  with  two  minutes  a-day,  until  jrou  have  read 
this  letter,  although  I  am  sensible  you  hare  not 
half  so  much  from  business  more  us^I  and  enter^' 
taining. 

My  letter  which  miscarried  was,  I  beKer^ 
much  as  edifying  as  this,  only  thanking  and  con* 
gratulating  with  ypu  for  the  delightful  verses  you 
sent  me.  And  I  ought  to  have  expressed  my  vex- 
ation, at  seeing  you  so  much  better  a  philosopher 
than  myself ;  a  trade  you  were  neither  bom  nor 
bred  to  :  Bi;t  I  think  it  is  observed  that  gentlemen 
often  dance  better  than  those  that  live  by  tiie  art 
You  may  thank  fortune  that  my  paper  is  no 
longer,  &c. 

Jow.  Swift. 


FROM  THE  DUCHESS  OF  ORMOND. 

April  18,  1740. 

Sir, 
You  would  have  great  reason  to  be  angry  with 
me,  if  my  long  silence  had  been  occasioned  by  any 
thing  but  my  care  'of  you  :  for  having  no  safe  hand 
to  send  by  till  now,  I  would  not  write,  for  fear  it 
might  be  construed  a  sort  of  treason  (misprision  at 
least)  for  you  to  receive  a  letter  from  one  half  of  a 
proscribed  man.  I  inquire  of  every  body  I  see, 
that  I  imagine  has  either  seen  you  or  heard  from 

Jou,  how  you  have  your  health;  for  wealth  and 
appines  I  do  not  suppose  you  abound  Jn;  for  k 
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ii  hwd  to  meet  with  either  in  the  country  you  are 
in,  and  be  honest  as  you  are.  I  th^nk  God  our 
parliament  has  taken  them  to  task,  and  finding  how 
ill  a  use  they  made  of  their  judicature  when  they 
had  it,  hare  thought  it  not  fit  to  trust  them  with  it 
any  long^.  *  I  hope  the  next  thing  wil!  be  to  tax 
Ireland  from  hence,  and  then  no  more  opportunities 
for  bills  of  attainder,  which  is  very  happy ;  for  else 
y  ottng  Hopeftil  f  might  hare  been  in  danger.  They 
Were  so  good  and  obedient  to  the  powers  above, 
that  whether  there  were  reason  or.  not,  or  as  (Prince 
Butler  X  said,)  crime  or  no  crime,  the  man  was  con- 
demned, and  a  price  set  upon  his  head. 

I  want  much  to  hear  what  you  think  of  Great 
Britain ;  for  all  our  relations  here  want  much  to  see 
you,  where  are  strange  changes  every  day.  You 
remember,  and  so  do  I,  when  the  South  Sea  was 
said  to  be  my  Lord  Oxford's  brat,  and  must  be 
starved  at  nurse.  §     Now  the  king  has  adopted  it. 


*  The  house  of  peers  in  Ireland  haring  transmitted  to  King 
George  I.  a  long  representation,  setting  forth  their  right  to  the 
final  judicature  of  causes  in  that  kingdom,  the  house  of  iords  in 
EvglaAd  resolTed,  on  the  eighth  of  Jftnuar|r  1719.^,  on  the 
contrary!,  that  the  barons  of  the  Exchequer  in  Ireland  h^d  acte^ 
in  the  affair  of  Annesley  and  Sherlock,  with  courage,  according 
to  law,  in  support  of  his  majesty's  prerogative,  and  with  fidelity 
to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain ;  and  a  biJl  was  soon  after  broogbt 
in,  for  the  better  securing  the  dependency  of  the  kiogdem  eif 
Ireland  upon  the  crown  of  Great  iiritain.^— B. 

i*  The  duchess  seems  to  mean  the  Prince  of  Wales,  afterward 
King  George  II.  then  upon  ill  terms  with  his  father,  and  his 
father's  ministers.— B. 

j;  A  madman  who  used  to  go  about  London. 

§  The  South  Sea  scheme  now  began  to*  rise  into  as  much  emi. 
nence  in  Enghind,  as  the  Mississippi  project  in  France.  The 
bsuc  of  both  is  well  known. 
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and  calls  it  his  beloved  child ;  though,  perhaps,  you 
msLy^ay^ifhe  loves  it  no  better  than  his  son,  it 
may  not  be  saying  much :  but  he  loves  it  as  well 
as  he  does  the  Duchess  of  Kendal,*  and  that  is 
saying  a  good  deal.  I  wish  it  may  thrive,  for  many 
of  my  friends  are  deep  in  it :  I  wish  you  were  so  too, 
I  believe,  by  this  time,  you  are  very  sorry  I  have 
met  with  an  opportunity  of  troubling  you  with  this 
scrawl;  but  the  strong  must  bear  with  the  infirmi- 
ties of  the  weak;  and  therefore,  brother,  I  hope 
you  will  pardon  .the  impertinences  of  your  poor 
sister,  whose  brain  may  be  reasonably  thought 
turned  with  all  she  had  met  with.  But  nothing  will 
hinder  her  from  being  as  long  as  she  lives,  most 
sincerely 

Your  very  humble  servant,  and  faithful  friend, 

M.  Ormokd« 


FROM  MR  PRIOR. 

Westminster,  May  4,  1720. 
Sir, 
From  my  good  friend  the  Dean  I  have  two  letters 
before  me,  of  what  date  I  will  not  say,  and  I  hope 
you  have  forgot,  that. call  out  for  vengeance:  or,  as 
other  readings  have  it,  for  an  answer.  You  told 
me  in  one  of  them,  you  had  been  pursued  with  a 
giddy  head;   and  I  presume  you  judged  by  my 


♦  Ermengard  Melesina  Schuylenberg,  Baroness  of  Schnylenbcrg 
in  Grennaoy.  She  was  created  Duchess  of  Kendal .  by  King 
George  I.  April  SO,  1710.— B.  The  duchess  was  the  mistress, 
and  it  has  been  said  the  wife  (married  with  the  left  hand)  oC 
Grcorge  I. 
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5ilencet  that  I  have  laboured  under  the  same  dis- 
temper. I  do  not  know  why  you  have  not  buried 
me  as  you  did  Partridge,  and  given  the  wits  of  the 
age,  the  Steeles  and  Addisons,  a  new  occasion  of 
living  seven  years  upon  one  of  your  thoughts^ 
When  you  have  finished  the  copy  of  verses  which 
you  began  in  England,  our  writers  may  have  another 
hint,  upon  which  they  may  dwell  seven  years 
longer. 

Are  you  Frenchman  enough  to  know  how  a 
Gascon  sustains  his  family  for  a  week  ! 

Dimanche,  une  Esclanche; 
Lundi,  froide  et  Salade ; 
Mardi,  j'aime  la  Grillade; 
Mercredi,  Hach6e ; 
Jeudi,  bon  pour  la  Capillotade ; 
Vendredi,  Point  de  Gras ; 
Samedi,  qu*on  me  casse  les  os,  et  les  chiens 
se  creveront  des  restes  de  mon  Mouton. 

We  can  provide  such  sort  of  cookery,  if  you  will 
but  send  us  the  esclanche;  but  rather  bring  it  with 
you,  for  it  will  eat  much  better,  when  you  are  in 
the  company. 

Lord  Oxford  has  been  a  twelvemonth  in  Hereford- 
sihire,  as  far  from  us,  literally,  though  not  geogra- 
phically, as  if  he  had  been  with  you  in  Ireland.  He 
has  writ  no  more  to  us,  than  if  we  were  still  ministers 
of  state.  But,  in  the  balance  of  account,  per  contra^ 
I  have  Lord  Harley  at  London ;  and  have  either  lived 
with  hiip  at  Wimple,  or  upon  him  here,  ever  since 
his  father  left  us.  1  know  no  reason  why  you  should 
not  expect  his  picture,  but  that  he  promised  it  to 
you  so  often.  1  wrote  to  him  six  months  since,  and 
instead  of  acknowledging  my  letter,  he  took  a  more 
/compendious  way  of  sending  a  gentleman  to  Lady 
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Harriot,  in  Dover-stfeet;  and  bid  him  call  in  West- 
ipinster,  to  know  if  I  had  any  thing  to  say  to  hU 
lord.  He  was  here  to-day,  when  he  was  sure  th^ 
icaflfold  was  ready  and  the  axe-whetted ;  and  is  in 
Herefordshire,  when  the  consent  of  alt  mankind 
either  justifies  his  ministry,  or  follows  the  plan  of  it. 
The  South  Sea  Company  have  raised  their  stocks  to 
three  hundred  and  fifty,  and  he  has  not  sixpence  in 
it.  Thou  art  a  stranger  in  Israel,  my  good  friend ; 
•  and  seenoest  to  know  no  more  of  this  lord,  than  thou 
didst  of  the  Conde  de  Peterborow^  when  first  I  con- 
straed  him  to  thee  at  the  coffeehouse. 

I  labour  under  the  distemper  you  complain  of, 
deafness ;  especially  upon  the  least  cold.  I  did  not 
take  care  of  my  ears,  till  I  knew  if  my  head  was  my 
own  or  not ;  but  am  now  syringing,  and  I  hope  to 
profit  by  it.  My  cousin  is  here,  and  well,  and  I  see 
him  sometimes;  but  I  find  he  has  had  a  caution, 
which  depended  upon  his  expecting  more  from 
courts  and  is  justifiable  in  a  man,  who,  like  him, 
has  a  great  family.  I  have  given  your  com- 
pliments to  my  two  favourites.  We  nev^r  forget 
your  health. 

I  have  seen  Mr  Butler,  and  served  him  to  the 
utmost  of  my  power  with  my  amici  potentiories : 
though  he  had  a  good  cause,  and  a  strong  re- 
commendation, he  trusted  wholly  to  neither  of 
them,  but  added  the  greatest  diligence  to  bis  soli- 
citations. 

Auditor  Harley  thanks  you  for  remembering  him 
and  his  singing  man.  *  As  to  the  affair  of  subscrip- 
tions, do  all  at  your  leisure,  and  in  the  manner  you 


*  Probably  a    person    recommeuded    to    the  dean^s  cathe- 
dral.—H. 
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judge  most  proper ;  and  so  I  bid  you  heartily  fare- 
well, assuring  you,  that  I  am  ever  most  truly  yours, 

M.  P. 

Friend  Ford  salutes  you.     Adieu. 

Rich^dson,  whom  I  take  to  be  a  better  painter 
than  any  named  in  your  letter,  has  made  an  excellent 
picture  of  me;  from  whence  Lord  Harley  (whose  it  is) 
has  a  stamp  taken  by  Vertue.  He  has  given  me  some 
of  them  for  you  to  give  to  our  friends  at  or  about 
Dublin.  I  will  send  them  by  Tonson's  canal  to 
Hyde  at  Dublin,  in  such  a  manner,  as  that,  I  hope, 
they  may  come  safe  to  you. 


TO  ROBERT  COPE,  ESQ. 

Dublin,  May  26,  1720. 

If  all  the  world  would  not  be  ready  to  knock  me 
down  for  disputing  the  good  nature  and  generosity  of 
you  and  Mrs  Cope,  I  should  swear  you  invited  me 
out  of  malice ;  some  spiteful  people  have  told  you  I 
am  grown  sickly  and  splenetic  ;  and,  having  been 
formerly  so  yourself,  you  want  to  triumph  over  me 
with  your  health  and  good  humour;  and  she  is  your 
accomplice.  You  have  made  so  particular  a  muster 
of  my  wants  and  humours,  and  deniands  and  singu- 
larities, and  they  look  so  formidable,  that  I  wonder 
how  you  have  the  courage  to  be  such  an  undertaker. 
What  if  I  should  add,  that  once  in  five  or  six  weeks 
,  I  am  deaf  for  three  or  four  days  together ;  will  you 
and  Mrs  Cope  undertake  to  bawl  to  me,  or  let  me 
mop  in  my  chamber  till  I  grow  better  ? 
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Singula  de  nobis  tjumi  prmdantur  eunies.  * 

Hoe.  £p.  ii.  lib.  li.  55. 

I  hunted  four  years  for  horses,  gave  twenty-six  pounds 
for  one  of  three  years  and  a  half  old,  have  been  eigh- 
teen months  training  him,  and  when  he  grew  fit  to 
ride,  behold  my  groom  gave  him  a  strain  in  the 
shoulder,  he  is  rowelled,  and  gone  to  grass.  Show 
me  a  misfortune  greater  in  its  kind.  Mr  Charletcm 
has  refused  Wadman's  living;  why,  God  knows; 
and  got  the  duchess  to  recommend  his  brother  to  it; 
the  most  unreasonable  thing  in  the  world.  The  day 
before  I  had  your  letter,  I  was  working  with  Mr  Nut- 
ley  and  Mr  W  haley,  to  see  what  could  be  done  for 
your  lad,  in  caseCaulfeild  should  get  the  living  which 
Mr  WhaJey  (the  primate^s  chaplain)  is  to  leave  for 
Wadman's.  Because,  to  say  the  truth,  I  have  no 
concern  at  all  for  Charleton*s  brother,  whom  I  never 
saw  but  once.  We  know  not  yet  whether  Whaley's 
present  living  will  not  be  given  to  Dr  Kearney ;  f 
fmd  I  cannot  le^rn  the  scheme  yet,  nor  have  been 
able  to  see  Dr  Stone.  The  primate  J  is  the  hardest 
to  be  seen  or  dealt  with  in  the  world.  Whaley 
seems  to  think  the  primate  will  offer  Caulfeild's 
living  to  young  Charleton.  I  know  not  what  will 
come  of  it.     I  called  at  Sir  William  Fownes's ;  § 


'  The  waning  years  apace 


Steal  eff  oar  thoughts,  and  rifle  every  grace. — ^Francis. 

+  Treasurer  of  Armagh.— F. 

j:  Dr  Thomas  Lindsay. 

§  An  alderman  and  lord  mayor  of  I>ablin,  father  of  Mr  Cope's 
lady.  He  was  author  of  ^^  Methods  proposed  for  regulating  the 
Poor,  supporting  some,  and  employing  others,  according  to  their 
Capacities.  By  Sir  W..F.  1725,"  8yo.;  and  there  is  a  letter  of 
his  to  the  Dean,  September  9,  1732,  on  the  utility  of  aa  hosplt^ 
for  lunatics. 
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but  he  is  in  the  county  of  Wicklow. — If  we  could 
have  notice  of  any^ thing  in  good  time,  I  cannot  but 
think  that,  mustering  up  friends,  something  might 
be  done  for  Barclay ;  but  really  the  primate's  life 
is  not  upon  a  very  good  foot,  though  I  see  no 
sudden  apprehensions.  I  could  upon  any  occasion 
write  to  him  very  freely,  and  I  believe  my  writing 
would  be*  of  some  weight,  for  they  say  he  is  not 
wholly  governed  by  Crosse.  ♦  All  this  may  be 
vision;  however,  you  will  forgive  it.  I  do  not 
care  to  put  my  name  to  a  letter ;  you  must  know 
my  hand.  I  present  my  humble  service  to  Mrs 
Cope  ;  and  wonder  she  can  be  so  good  to  remember 
an  absent  man,  of  whom  she  has  no  manner  of 
knowledge,  but  what  she  got  by  his  troubling  her. 
I  wish  you  success  in  what  yoii  hint  to  me,  and  that 
you  may  have  enough  of  this  world's  wisdom  to 
manage  it.  Pray  God  preserve  you  and  your  fire- 
side. Are  none  of  them  yet  in  your  lady's  opinion 
ripe  for  Sheridan  ?     I  am  still  under  the  discipline 


*  Rector  of  St  Mary*s,  Dublio.— -F.  Reading  the  name  of 
Crosse  in  this  page  gi?es  me  reason  to  apprehend  the  letter  is 
misdated :  For  Crosse,  who  had  been  chaplain  to  the  Smyrna 
company,  was  not  rector  of  St  Mary's  until  the  year  1722;  nor 
do  1  belieTche  was  at  all  known  in  Ireland,  further  than,  perhaps, 
by  name,  until  his  arrival  there,  when,  by  the  yirulence  of  party 
rage,  D«an  Francis,  an  old  tory,  father  to  Mr  Francis,  wJio 
translated  Horace,  was  most  spitefully  turned  out  of  the  rectory 
of  St  Mary's,  which  he  had  enjoyed  for  eighjteen  years.  Crosse 
y/¥B3  BO  uniyersally  detested  for  accepting  a  living,  which  had  been 
absolutely  refused  by  two  or  three  others  of  the  clergy  (particu- 
larly by  Dt  Cobb,  who  Ityed  to  be  promoted  scT^ral  years  after 
to  the  archiepiscopal  see  of  Dublin)  that  I  am  sure  Lindsay,  who 
was  an  old  and  high  tory,  would '  scorn  to  be  acquainted  with 
him*  My  real  opinion  is,  that  Crosse^  in  that  passage,  is  no 
more  than,  a  pun.— *^D«  S. 

VOL.  XVI.  ,  A  a 
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of  the  bark,  to  prevent  relapses.     Chs^rl^s  Ford 
comes  this  summer  to  Ireland.    Adieu. 


FROM  SIR  THOMAS  HANME^. 

Mildenhall,  Oct.  22,  1720. 

Sir, 

I  RECEIVED  the  favour  of  a  letter  from  you  about 
ten  days  since,  at  which  time  the  Duke  of  Grafton* 
was  at  Londpn ;  but  as  he  was  soon.expected  in  the 
country,  and  is  now  actually  returned,  I  thought  it 
best,  rather  than  write,  to  wait  for  an  oppprtunity 
of  speaking  to  hiin ;  and  yesterday  I  went  over  to.  hi§ 
house,  on  purpose  to  obey  your  commands.  I  found 
fee  was  not  a  stranger  to  the  subject  qC  my  errand) 
for  he  had  all  the  particulars  of  the  story  V^ry  per- 
fect, and  told  me,  my  Lord  Arran  had  spoke  to  him 
concerning  it.  f  1  added  my  solicitations,  backed 
with  the  reasons  with  which  you  had  furnished  mej 
and  he  was  so~k:ind  to  promise,  he  would  by  this 
post  write  to  the  chief-justice ;  how  explicitly  or 
how  pressingly  I  cannot  say,  because  men  i^n  high 
posts  are  afraid  of  being  positive  in  their  atusw^rsi ; 
but  I  hope  it  will  be  in  such  a  manner  as  will  be 
effectual. 

If  the  thing  is  dpn^,  it  will  be  best  thojt  the  meaos 
should  be  a  secret  by  which  it  is  brought  about  5  and 


*  Charles,  whose  mother  Isabella^  daughter  of  Henry  Bennet, 
Earl  of  Arlington^  married  for  her  second  husband  ^ir  Thomaa 
Banmer.— H. 

+  The  prosecution  of  Waters.  See  the  letter  from  Sir  Con*- 
stantine  Phipps^  on  tbe  same  subject. 
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iat  this  re^n  you  will  exdtlse  nlc!,  if^  I  avoid  putting 
i|iy  naaie  to  thd  outside  of  my  letter,  lest  it  should 
eKcite  the  curiosity  of  the  post-office.  If  this  affair 
enda  to  your  satisfaction,  I  am  glad  it  has  proved  to 
me  a  cause  of  hearing  from  you^  and  an  occasion  of 
assuring  you  that  I  am.  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  servant^ 

Tho.  Hanbcsr;  * 


^^^^^^^M 


To  MR  pom  f 

Dublin^  «faui.  Id^  I7«d.tl. 

A  tttousAND  things  X  hs-ve  vexed  me  of  late  years^ 
upon  which  I  am  determined  to  lay  open  my  mind 
to  you.  I  rather  choose  to  appeal  td  you  than  to  my 
Lord  dhief-Justic^  Whitshed,  under  the  situation  I 
am  in.  For,  I  take  this  cause  properly  to  lie  before 
you  :  you  are  sL  much  fitter  judge  of  what  concerns 
the  credit  of  a  writer,  the  injuries  that  are  done  him^ 
and  the  reparations  h^  ought  td  receive.  Besides^ 
I  doubt,  whether  the  argunlents  I  could  suggest  to 


*  While  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer  was  Speaker  of  Qaeen  Anne's 
last  house  of  eommoiis,  Swift  and  he  were  great  friends.  Bat 
a  coldness  bad  occiired,  in  conseqmence  of  Hanmer's  breaking  off 
from  Oxford  and  the  torj  party,  under  a  real  or  affected  appre- 
li6nsion  for  the  safety  of  the  Protestant  succession. 

■h  Thit  letter  Mr  Popfrne»ep  nlceited.-i^Po«.  Nordilheb&i 
Ueve  it  was  ever  Sent.-— Warbueton* 

j:  No  piece  of  Swift  contains  more  political  knowledge,  more 
ioye  of  the  English  constitution^  and  rational  liberty,  than  ap^ 
pears  in  thid  celebrated  letter;  and  it  is  not  a  little  wonderful 
that  Pope  should  affirm^  he  never  received  it.-*WART02r. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


372  EPISTOLARY  CORRESPON0BNCB. 

J)rove  my  own  innocence,  would  be  of  much  weight 
rom  the  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe  to  those  in  fiirs; 
upon  whose  decision  about  the  diiference  of  style  or 
sentiments,  I  should  be  very  unwilling  to  leave  the 
merits  of  my  cause. 

Give  me  leave  then  to  put  you  in  mind,  (although 
you  cannot  easily  forget  it)  that  about  ten  weeks 
before  the  iqueen's  death,  I  left  the  town,  upon  occa- 
sion of  that  incurable  breach  among  the  great  men 
at  court,  and  went  down  to  Berkshire,  where  you 
may  remember  that  you  gave  me  the  favour  of  a 
visit.  While  I  was  in  that  retirement,  I  writ  a 
discourse  *  which  I  thought  might  be  useful  in  such  a 
juncture  of  affairs,  and  sent  it  up  to  London ;  but 
upon  some  difference  in  opinion  between  me  and  a 
certain  great  minister  t  now  abroad,  the  publishing 
of  it  was  deferred  so  long,  that  the  queen  died,  and 
I  recalled  my  copy,  which  hath  been  ever  since  in 
safe  hands.  In  a  few  weeks  after  the  loss  of  that 
excellent  princess,  I  came  to  my  station  here ;  where 
I  have  continued  ever  since  in  the  greatest  privacy, 
and  utter  ignorance  of  those  events  which  are 
most  commonly  talked  of  in  the  world.  I  neither 
know  the  names  nor  number  of  the  royal  family 
which  now  reigns,  farther  than  the  prayer-book 
informs  me.  I  cannot  tell  who  is  chancellor,  who 
are  secretaries,  nor  with  what  nations  we  are  in 
peace  or  war.  And  this  manner  of  life  was  not 
taken  up  out  of  any  sort  of  affectation,  but  merely  to 
avoid  giving  offence,  and  for  fear  of  provoking  party 
zeal. 


*  Some  free  Thoughts  on  the  present  State  of  Affairs. — Dub. 
Ed. 

f  Bolingbroke.  See  the  correspondence  respecting  this  tract 
in  the  close  of  Vol.  XV. 
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I  had  indeed  written  some  memorials  of  the  four 
last  years  of  the  queen's  reign,  with  some  other  in- 
formations,  which  I  received  as  necessary  materials 
to  qualify  me  for  doing  something  in  an  employment 
then  designed  me :  but,  as  it  was  at  the  disposal  of 
a  person  *  that  had  not  the  smallest  share  of  steadi- 
ness or  sincerity,  I  disdained  to  accept  it. 

These  papers,  at  my  few  hours  of  health  and 
leisure,  I  have  been  digesting  into  order  by  one 
sheet  at  a  time,  f  for  I  dare  not  venture  any  farther, 
lest  the  humour  of  searching  and  seizing  papers 
should  revive ;  nqt  that  I  am  in  pain  of  any  danger 
to  myself,  (for  they  contain  nothing  of  present  times 
or  persons,  upon  which  1  shall  never  lose  a  thought 
while  there  is  a  cat  or  a  spaniel  in  the  house) ;  but 
to  preserve  them  from  being  lost  among  messengers 
and  clerks. 

I  have  written  in  this  kingdom,  a  discourse  to 
persuade  the  wretched  people  to  wear  their  own 
manufactures,  instead  of  those  from  England :  J 
this  treatise  soon  spread  very  fast,  being  agreeable 
to  the  sentiments  of  the  whole  nation,  except  of 
those  gentlemen  who  had  employments,  or  were 
expectants.  Upon  which  a  person,  in  great  office 
here,  immediately  took  the  alarm  ;  he  sent  in  haste 
for  the  chief-justice,  §  and  informed  him  of  a  sedi- 
tious, factious,  and  virulent  pamphlet,  lately  pub- 
lished with  a  design  of  setting  the  two  kingdoms  at 

*  Dake  of  Kent. — Dab.  Ed.  It  does  not  quite  appear  that 
the  acceptance  or  refusal  was  placed  in  the  Dean's  option.  See 
his  Alemorial  on  that  subject,  and  the  correspondence  betwixt 
him  and  Arbuthnot* 

+  The  History  of  the  Four  last  Years  of  the  Queen. 

j:  A  Proposal  for  the  universal  Use  of  Irish  Manufactures, 
1720;  printed  in  Vol.  VII. 

§  Lord  Chief-Jiistice  Whitshod. 
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rariahce ;  directtng  at  th^  same  tiitt^  tlrttt  the  ptkrter 

i^hould  be  prosecuted  with  the  utmost  rigour  of  law, 

The  chief-justice  had  60  quick  am  undei*standitig, 

that  he  resolved,  if  possible,  to  outdo  hi«  orfers. 

The  grand  juries  of  the  county  and  city  were  prac-« 

tised  efltecttially  with  to  represent  the  said  pampMet 

with  all  aggravating  epithets,  for  which  they  h^ 

thanks  sent  them  from  England,  s^nd  their  present- 

ments  published  for  several  Weeks  in  all  the  fleWs*. 

papers.    The  printer  Was  seized,  and  forced  to  g*<^ 

great  bail.     After  his  trial  the  jury  brought  him  in 

not  guilty,  although  they  had  been  called  whh  the 

uttnost  industry :  the  chief-justice  sent  them  back 

nine  times,  and  kept  them  eleven  hours,  until  being 

perfectly  tired  out,  they  were  forced  to  leave  the 

matter  to  the  mercy  of  the  judge,  by  what  they 

call  a  special  verdict.     During  the  trisJ,  the  chtefr 

justice,  among  other  singularities,  laid  his  hahd  on 

his  breast,  and  protested  solemnly  that  thg^t  author's 

design  was  to  bring  in  the  Pretender:,  although 

there  was  not  a  single  syllable  of  party  in  the  whole 

treatise,  and  ahhough  it  was  known  that  the  most 

eminent  of  those  who  professed  his  qwn  principles, 

publickly  disallowed  his  proceedings,  But  the  cause 

being  so  very  odious  and  unpopular,  the  tfial  of 

the  verdict  was  deferred  from  one  term  to  another, 

until  upon  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  the  lord-lieutenant's 

arrival,  his  grace,  after  mature  advice,  and  pei-mis- 

sion  from  England,  was  pleased  to  grant  a  noli  pro- 

This  is  the  more  remarkable,  because  it  is  said 
that  the  man  is  no  ill  decider  in  common  cases'  of 
property,  where  party  is^ut  of  the  question :  but 
when  that  imervene^jj  with  ambition  at  heels  to  push 
it  forward,  it  must  needs  confound  any  man  of  little 
spirit,  and  low  birth,  who  has  no  other  endowment 
than  that  sort  of  knowledge,  which,  however  pos- 
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sessed  in  the  highest  degree,  can  possibly  give  no 
one  good  quality  to  the  mind.  * 

It  is  true  1  have  been  much  concerned  for  several 
years  past,  upon  account  of  the  public  as  well  as  for 
myself,  to  see  how  ill  a  taste  for  wit  and  sense  pre- 
vails in  the  world,  which  politics  and  South  Sea, 
and  party,  and  operas,  and  masquerades  have  intro- 
duced. For,  besides  many  insipid  papers  which  the 
malice  of  some  has  entitled  me  to,  there  are  many 
persons  appearing  to  wish  me  well,  and  pretending 
to  be  judges  of  my  style  and  manner,  who  have  yet 
ascribed  some  writings  to  me,  of  which  any  man  of 
common  sense  and  literature  would  be  heartily 
ashamed.  I  cannot  forbear  instancing  a  treatise 
called  a  Dedication  upon  Dedications,  which  many 
would  have  to  be  mine,  although  it  be  as  empty, 
dry,  and  servile  a  composition,  as  I  remember  at  any 


*  This  is  a  Tcry  strange  assertion.  To  suppose  that  a  con. 
sumtnate  knowledge  of  the  laws  by  which  ciTilized  societies  are 
governed,  can  ^^  give  no  one  good  quality  to  the  mind,"  is  mak. 
ing  ethics  (of  which  public  laws  are  so  considerable  a  part)  a 
very  unprofitable  study.  The  best  division  of  the  sciences  is  that 
old  one  of.  Plato,  into  ethics,  physics,  arid  higic.  Th6  severer 
philosophers  condcmh  a  total  application  to  the  two  latter,  be- 
cause they  have  vfo  tendency  to  mend  the  heart ;  and  recommend- 
ed the  first  as  our  ptincipa.!  study,  for  its  efficacy  in  this  impurt. 
ant  service.  And  sure  if  any  human  speculations  have  this  ef- 
fect, they  must  be  those  which  have  man  for  their  object,  as  a 
reasonable,  a  social,  and  a  civil  being.  And  these  are  all  included 
linder  ethics,  whether  yoa  call  ihe  science  mondity  or  law.  With 
regard  tq  t^ie  comtnon  law  pf  Enfgland^  we  may  justly  apply  to 
it  what  'J'ully  says  of  the  Law  of  the  Twelve  Tables.  "  Fre. 
mant  omnes  licet,  dicara  quod  sentio :  bibliothecas  meherculd 
cnntrium  Philosophbrum  unum  mihk  videtur  Pandectarum  volumen 
^t  authoritatis  po'ndere  et  utilitatis  ubertate  superan.*'  Hut  the 
best  evidence  of  its  monil  efficacy  is  the  uiannefs  of  its  professors ; 
and  these,  in  every  age,  have  been  such  as  were  the  first  iihpra  t» 
pd,  and  die  last  corrupted. — Warburto.v. 
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time  to  have  read*  Bat  above  all,  there  is  one  cir-, 
cumstance  which  makes  it  impossible  for  me  to 
have  been  author  of  a  treatise,  wherein  there  are 
several  pages  containing  a  panegyric  on  King  George, 
of  whose  character  and  person  I  am  utterly  ignorant, 
nor  ever  had  once  the  cariosity  to  inquire  into  either, 
living  at  so  great  a  distance  as  I  do,  and  having 
long  done  with  whatever  can  relate  to  public  mat- 
ters. 

Indeed  I  have  formerly  delivered  my  thoughts 
very  freely,  whether  I  was  asked  or  not ;  but  never 
affected  to  be  a  counsellor,  to  which  I  had  no  man- 
ner of  call.  I  was  humbled  enough  to  see  myself  so 
far  outdone  by  the  Earl  of  Oxford  in  my  own  trade 
as  a  scholar,  and  too  good  a  courtier  not  to  discover 
his  contempt  of  those  who  would  be  men  of  impor- 
tance out  of  their  sphere.  Besides,  to  say  the  truth, 
although  I  have  known  many  great  ministers  ready 
enough  to  hear  opinions^  yet  I  have  hardly  seen  one 
that  would  ever  descend  to  take  advice ;  and  this 
pedantry  arises  from  a  maxim  themselves  do  not 
believe  at  the  same  time  they  practise  by  it,  that 
there  is  something  profound  in  politics,  which  men 
of  plain  honest  sense  cannot  arrive  to. 

I  only  wish  my  endeavours  had  succeeded  better 
in  the  great  point  I  had  at  heart,  which  was  that  of 
reconciling  the  ministers  to  each  other.  This  might 
have  been  done,  if  others  who  had  more  concern, 
and  more  influence,  would  have  acted  their  parts ; 
and  if  this  had  succeeded,  the  public  interest  both 
of  church  and  state  would  not  have  been  the  worse, 
nor  the  protestant  succession  endangered. 

But  whatever  opportunities  a  constant  attendance 
of  four  years  might  have  given  me,  for  endeavour- 
ing to  do  good  offices  to  particular  persons,  I  deserve 
at  least  to  find  tolerable  quarter  from  those  of  the 
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Other  party,  for  many  of  which  I  was  a  constsmt 
advocate  with  the  Earl  of  Oxford ;  and  for  this  I  ap- 
peal to  his  lordship.  He  knows  how  often  I  pressed 
him  in  favour  of  Mr  Addison,  Mr  Congreve,  Mr 
Rowe,  and  Mr  Steele,  although  I  freely  confess  that 
his  lordship's  kindness  to  them  was  altogether  owing 
to  his  generous  notions,  and  the  esteem  he  had  for 
their  wit  and  parts,  of  which  I  could  only  pretend 
to  be  a  remembrancer.  For^  I  can  never  forget 
the  answer  he  gave  to  the  late  Lord  Halifax,  who, 
upon  the  first  change  of  the  ministry,  interceded 
with  him  to  spare  Mr  Congreve :  it  was  by  repeat- 
ing these  two  lines  of  Virgil, 

Non  obtusa  adeo  gestamus  pectora  Pcenij 

Nee  tarn  aversus  equos  Tt/rid  Soljungtt  ah  urbe.  * 

Pursuant  to  which,  he  always  treated  Mr  Congreve 
with  the  greatest  personal  civilities,  assuring  him  o/ 
his  constant  favour  and  protection,  adding,  that  he 
would  study  to  do  something  better  for  him. 

I  remember  it  was  in  those  times  a  usual  subject 
of  raillery  towards  me  among  the  ministers,  that  I 
never  came  to  them  without  a  whig  in  my  sleeve  : 
which  I  do  not  say  with  any  view  toward  making 
my  court ;  for  the  new  principles  t  fixed  to  those 
of  that  denomination  I  did  then,  and  do  now,  from 
my  heart  abhor,  detest,  and  abjure,  as  wholly  de- 
generate from  their  predecessors.  I  have  conversed 
in  some  freedom  with  more  ministers  of  state  of  all 


*  ''  Oiur  hearts  are  not  so  cold,  nor  flames  the  fire 
Of  Sol  so  distant  from  the  race  of 'l>re.'*^DRYDBN. 

f  He  means  particalarly  the  principle  at  that  time  charged  upon 
them  by  their  enemies^  of  an  intention  to  proscribe  the  tories.^^ 
Warborton. 
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parties,  than  usually  happens  to  men  of  my  level ; 
and  I  confess,  in  their  capacity  as  ministers,  I  look 
itpon  them  as  a  i^ce  of  people,  whose  acquaintance 
no  man  would  court,  otherwise  than  upon  the  score 
'  of  vanity  or  ambition.     The  first  qiiickly  wears  oif, 
(and  is  the  vice  of  low  minds,  for  a  man  of  spirit  is 
too  proud  to  be  vain)  and  the  other  was  not  my 
case.     Besides,  having  never  received  more  than 
one  small  favour,  I  was  under  no  necei^ity  of  being 
a  slave  to  men  in  power,  but  chose  my  friends  by 
their  personal  merit,  without  examming  how  far 
their  notions  agreed  with  the  politics  then  in  vo^ue, 
I  frequently  conversed  with  Mr  Addison^  and  the 
others  I  named  (except  Mr  Steele)  during  all  my 
Lord  Oxford's  ministry  :  and  Mr  Addison's  friend- 
ship to  me  continued  inviolable,  with  as  much  kind^ 
ness  as  \<rhen  tre  used  to  meet  at  my  Lord  Somers 
or  Halifax,  who  were  leaders  of  the  opposite  party, 
I  would  infer  frotrt  all  this,  that  it  is  with  great 
injustice  I  have  these  many  years  been  pefted  by 
your  pamphleteers,  merely  tipon  account  of  s6me 
regard  which  the  queen's  last  ministers  \<rere  pileased 
to  have  for  itie :  and  yet  in  my  conscience  I  think 
I  am  a  partaker  in  every  ill  design  th^y  had  agaimt 
the  protestant  succession,  or  the  liberties  aflfid  reli- 
gion of  their  country ;  and  can  say  with  Cicei'o, 
*^  that  I  should  be  proud  to  be  included  with  them 
in  all  their  actions,  tanquarh  in  equo  Tr&jano.^'    But, 
if  I  have  never  discovered  by  my  wards,  writings, 
or  actions,  any  party  virul^ce,  *  or  dangerous  de- 
signs against  the  present  powers  j  if  it\y  friendship 
and  conversation  were,  equally  shown  among  those 
who  liked  or  disapproved  the    proceedings   then 
'    -       '  '  ' "  '-'-^  ■'"«<' "      '4- 

*  Tfce  Examiners,  I  suppose,  ivere  o6t  ihm  pubfeh6a  among 
the  Dean*g  Works.^WARpuRTON, 
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hi  cotift,  tod  thM  I  was  known  to  be  a  common 
friend  of  all  degerving  persons  of  the  latter  sort, 
Wheii  they  were  in  distress ;  I  cannot  but  think  it 
hard^  that  I  am  not  suffered  to  run  quietly  among 
the  common  herd  of  people,  whose  opinions  unfor- 
tunately differ  from  those  which  lead  to  favour  and 
preferment. 

I  ought  to  let  you  knoW,  that  the  thing  we  called 
a  whig  ♦  in  England,  is  a  xjreature  altogether  dif- 
ferent from  those  of  the  same  denomination  here ; 
at  least  it  was  so  duriftg  the  reign  of  her  late  majesty. 
Whether  those  on  your  side  have  changed  or  not,  it 
has  not  been  my  bteiness  to  inquire.  I  remember 
-my  excellent  friena  Mr  Addison,  when  he  first 
«came  over  hither  secretary  to  the  Earl  of  Wharton, 
then  lordrlieutenant,  was  extremely  offended  at  the 
conduct  and  discourse  of  the  chief  managers  here : 
he  told  me  they  were  a  sort  of  people  who  seemed 
to  think,  that  the  principles  of  a  whig  consisted  in 
nothing  else  but  damning  the  church,  reviling  the 
clergy,  abetting  the  dissenters,  ^nd  speaking  con- 
temptibly of  revealed  religion. 

I  was  discoursing  soihe  years  ago  with  a  certain 
minister  about  that  whiggidh  or  fanatical  genius  so 
prevalent  among  the  English  of  this  kingdom :  his 
lordship  accounted  for  it  by  that  number  of  Crbm- 
weir^  soldiers,  adventurers  established  here,  who 
were  all  of  the  sourest  leaven,  and  the  meanest 
binh,  and  whose  posterity  are  now  in  possession 
of  their  lands  and  their  principles.  However,  it 
must  be  confessed,  that  of  Fate  some  people  in 
tfiis  country  are  grown  weary  of  quarrelling,  because 

*  On  ^  moderate  computation,  6dW  tdkny  tihies  have  wliigs 
and  toifies  changed  their  principled,  6t  ratfter  their  natiies !  When 
Swiift  first  set  q^t  W  life,  he  wa^  as  t^Tttip  a  whig  a^  Addiison.-^ 
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interest,  the  great  motive  of  quarrelling,  is  at  an 
end ;  for  it  is  hardly  worth  contending  who  shall 
be  an  exciseman,  a  country  vicar,  a  crier  in  the 
courts,  or  an  under-clerk. 

You  will  perhaps  be  inclined  to  think,  that  a  per- 
son so  ill  treated  as  I  have  been,  must  at  some  time 
or  other  have  discovered  very  dangerous  opinions  in 
government ;  in*  answer  to  which,  I  will  tell  you 
what  my  political  principles  were  in  the  time  of  her 
late  glorious  majesty,  which  I  never  contradicted  by 
any  action,  writings  or  discourse. 

First,  I  always  declared  myself  against  a  popish 
successor  to  the  crown,  whatever  title  he  might  have 
by  the  proximity  of  blood :  neither  did  I  ever  re* 
gard  the  right  line,  except  upon  two  accounts;  first^ 
as  it  was  established  by  law ;  and  secondly,  as  it  has 
much  weight  in  the  opinipns  of  the  people.  For, 
necessity  may  abolish  any  law,  but  cannot  alter  the 
Sentiments  of  the  vulgar ;  right  of  inheritance  being 
perhaps  the  most  popular  of  all  topics ;  and  there- 
fore in  great  changes,  when  that  is  broke,  there  will 
remain  much  heart-burning  and  discontent  among 
the  meaner  people ;  which  {under  a  weak  prince 
and  corrupt  administration)  may  have  the  worst 
consequences  upon  the  peace  of  any  state. 

As  to  what  is  called  a  revolution  principle,  *  my 
opinion  was  this ;  that  whenever  those  evils  which 
usually  attend  and  follow  a  violent  change  of  go- 
vernment, were  not  in  probability  so  pefniciqus  as 


*  A  full,  short,  but  solid  defence  of  the  prinqples  on  which 
the  reTolution  was  built;  as  the  preceding  paragraph  contains  all 
that  can  be  sensibly  urged,  in  faTour  of  hereditary  right.  This 
topic  he  has  enlarged  upon,  and  placed  in  a  perspicuous  lights 
in  the  admirable  ^^  sentiments  pf  a  Church  of  £ng1an4  Man^'^ 
printed  in  Vol.  VIII.  p*  383.—- Dr  Warton. 
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the  grievances  we  suffer  under  present  power,  then 
the  public  good  will  justify  such  a  revolution  ;  and 
this  I  took  to  have  been  the  case  in  the  Prince  of 
Orange's  expedition  ;  although  in  the  consequences 
it  produced  some  very  bad  effects,  which  are  likely 
to  stick  long  enough  by  us. 

I  had  likewise  in  those  days  a  mortal  antipathy 
against  standing  armies  in  times  of  peace ;  because 
I  always  took  standing  armies  to  be  only  servants 
hired  by  the  master  of  the  family,  for  keeping  his 
own  children  in  slavery.  And  because  I  conceived 
that  a  prince  who  could  not  think  himself  secure 
without  mercenary  troops,  must  needs  have  a  sepa- 
rate interest  from  that  of  his  subjects.  Although  I 
am  not  ignorant  of  those  artificial  necessities  which 
a  corrupted  ministry  can  create,  for  keeping  up 
forces  to  support  a  faction  against  the  public  inte- 
rest. 

As  to  parliaments,  I  adored  the  wisdom  of  that 
gothic  institution,  which  made  them  annual,  *  and 


*  When  King  William  hesitated  about  passing  the  bill  for 
triennial  parliaments  (for  annual  seem  impracticable  and  out  of 
the  question),  and  sent  down  to  Sir  William  Temple,  who  had 
retired  from  public  business,  to  desire  he  would  gi?e  him  his 
free  opinion  on  this  important  measure,  Sir  William  dispatched. 
Swift,  then  a  young  man,  and  who  lived  in  his  house,  with  a 
letter  to  his  Majesty,  informing  him,  that  the  messenger  was 
fully  instructed  to  gi?e  him  all  possible  information  on  the  sub- 
ject.  The  king  listened  to  Swift  with  patience  and  attention, 
and  gave  his  assent  to  the  bill.  As  to  extending  the  duration  of 
parliament,  in  the  reign  of  George  1.  Dr  Johnson  had  expressed 
himself  with  great  emphasis,  by  saying,  '^  That  the  sudden  in- 
troduction of  twelve  new  peers  at  once  by  Queen  Anne,  was  an 
act  of  authority  violent  enough,  yet  certainly  legal,  and  byno 
means  to  be  compared  with  that  contempt  of  national  right,  with 
which  some  time  afterwards,  by  the  instigation  of  whiggism,  the 
commons^  chosen  by  the  people  for  three  years^  chose  themselves 
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I  was  confident  our  liberty  could  never  be  placed^ 
upon  a  firm  foundation.  Until  that  ancient  law  wenai 
restored  among  us.  For,  who  sees  not,  that  while 
siich  assemblies  are  permitted  to  hare  a  longer  du-> 
ration,  there  grows  up  a  commerce  of  corruption 
between  the  ministry  and  the  deputies,  wherein 
they  both  find  their  accounts,  to  the  manifest  dan- 
ger of  liberty ;  which  traffic  would  never  answer 
the  design  nor  expenCe,  if  parliaments  met  once  a 
year. 

I  ever  abominated  that  scheme  Of  politics,  (now' 
about  thirty  years  old)  of  setting  up  a  monied  inte- 
rest in  opposition  to  the  landcld.  For  I  conceived, 
there  could  not  be  a  truer  maxim  in  oUr  government 
than  this,  that  the  possessors  of  the  soil  are  the  best 
judges  of  what  is  for  the  advantage  of  the  kingdom. 
If  others  had  thought  the  same  way,  funds  of  cre^ 
dit  and  South  Sea  projects  would  never  have  been 
felt  nor  heard  of. 

I  could  never  discover  the  necessity  of  suspending 
any  law  upon  which  the  liberty  of  the  most  inno- 
cent persons  depended :  neither  do  I  think  this  prac-* 
tice  has  made  the  ta^te  of  arbitrary  power  so  agree- 
able, as  that  we  should  desfire  to  see  it  repeated. 
Every  rebellion  subdued,  and  plot  discovered,  con-» 
tribute  to  the  firmer  establishment  of  the  prince : 


for  scren.*'  He  should  have  said  at  thq  instigation  of  some  wh<J 
called  thcmsehes  whigs.  It  is  in  allusion  to  this  sentiment  of 
Swift,^  relating  to  parliaments,  that  Or  Stopford,  the  i^rned  and 
toiable  Bishop  of  Cloyne,  thus  expresses  himself  in  ^  Latin  pa* 
tiegyric  on  Swift:  '^  Incorruptus  inter  pessimos  mores;  magni 
atque  constantisanimi;  libertatis  semper  studiosissimus,atquenos- 
tri  reipublicae  status,,  k  Gothis  quondam  sapientcr  instituti,  lau* 
dator  perpetuus,  propugnator  accrrimus.  Ciyus  tamen  formam^ 
ambitu  et  largitione  adeo  foedatam,  ut  vix  n^c  dignosci  possit^ 
saepius  indignabundus  ploravit." — Dr  WAiitqyjrv 
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In  the  latter  case,  the  kuot  of  conspirators  is  entirely 
broken;  and  they  are  tq  begin  their  work  anisw 
under  a  thousand  disadvantages ;  so  that  those  dili- 
gent inquiries  into  remote  and  problematical  guilt, 
with  a  new  power  of  enforcing  them  by  phains  and 
dungeons  to  every  person  whose  face  a  minister 
thinks  tit  to  dislike,  are  not  only  opppsite  to  that 
maxim,  which  declares  it  better  that  ten  guilty 
men  should  escape,  than  one  innocent  suffer  ;  but 
likewise  leave  a  gate  wide  open  to  the  whole  tribe 
of  informers,  the  most  accursed,  and  prostitute,  and 
abandoned  race^  that  God  ever  permitted  to  plague 
mankind-  • 

It  is  true  the  Romans  had  a  custom  of  choosing  a 
dictator,  during  whose  administration,  the  power  of 
other  magistrates  was  suspended ;  but  this  was  done 
upon  the  greatest  emergencies;  a  war  near  their  ' 
doors,  or  some  civil  dissension;  for  armies  must 
be  governed  by  arbitrary  power.  But  when  the 
virtue  of  that  commonwealth  gave  place  to  luxury 
and  ambition,  this  very  office  of  dictator  became 
perpetual  in  the  persons  of  the  Caesars  and  their 
successors,  the  most  infamous  tyrants  that  have  any- 
where appeared  in  story* 

These  are  some  of  the  sentiments  I  had  relatii^ 
to  public  afairs,  while  I  was  in  the  world ;  what 
they  are  at  present,  is  of  little  importance  either  to 
that  or  myself;  neither  can  I  truly  say  I  have 
any  at  all,  or  if  I  had,  I  dare  not  venture  to  publish 
.  them:  for,  however  orthodox  they  may  be  while  X 
am  now  writing,  they  may  become  criminal  enough 
to  bring  me  into  trouble  before  ihidsummer.  And 
indeed  I  have  often  wished,  for  some  time  past,  that* 
a  political  cq^techism  might  be  published  by  autho- 
rity four  times  a-year,  in  order  to  instruct  us  how  we 
are  to  speak,  and  write,  and  act,  during  the  current 
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quarter.  I  have  by  experience  felt  the  want  of  such 
an  instructor :  For,  intending  to  make  my  court  to 
some  people  on  the  prevailing  side,  by  advancing 
certain  old  whiggish  principles,  which  it  seems  had 
been  exploded  about  a  month  before,  I  have  passed 
for  a  disaffected  person.  I  am  not  ignorant  how 
idle  a  thing  it  is,  for  a  man  in  obscurity  to  attempt 
defending  his  reputation  as  a  writer,  while  the  spirit 
of  faction  has  so  universally  possessed  the  minds 
of  men,  that  they  are  not  at  leisure  to  attend  any 
thing  else.  They  will  just  give  themselves  time  to 
libel  and  accuse  me,  but  cannot  spare  a  minute  to 
hear  my  defence.  So,  in  a  plot-discovering  age, 
I  have  often  known  an  innocent  man  seized  and 
imprisoned,  and  forced  to  lie  several  months  iii 
chains,  while  the  ministers  were  jiot  at  leisure  to 
hear  his  petition,  until  they  had  prosecuted  and 
hanged  the  number  they  proposed. 

All  I  can  reasonably  hope  for  by  this  letter,  is  to 
convince  my  friends,  and  others  who  are  pleased  to 
wish  me  well,  that  I  -have  neither  been  so  ill  a 
subject,  nor  so  stupid  an  author,  as  I  have  been 
represented  by  the  virulence  of  libellers :  whose 
malice  has  taken  the  same  train  in  both,  by  father- 
ing dangerous  principles  in  government  upon  me, 
which  I  never  maintained,  and  insipid  productions 
which  I  am  not  capable  of  writing.  Por,  however  I 
may  have  been  soured  by  personal  ill-treatment,  or 
by  melancholy  prospects  for  the  public,  I  am  too 
much  a  politician  to  expose  my  own  safety  by  offien* 
sive  words.  *     And  if  my  genius  and  spirit  be  sunk 


♦  Swift,  in  one  sentence  only  of  his  admirable  *^  Sentiments 
of  a  Church  of  England  Man,''  demolished  the  slavish  and  absurd 
doctrine  of  passive  obedience  and  non-resistance.     ^^  Many  of 
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by  increaging  years,  I  have  at  least  discretion  enough 
left,  not  to  mistake  the  measure  of  my  own  abilities, 
by  attempting  subjects  wheire  those  talents  are  ne« 
nesftkry,  which  perhaps  I  may  have  lost  with  my 
youth. 


FRQM  SIR  CONSTANTINE  PHIPPS. 

0nDO9d  Stro^,  Jw.  14>  17^0*21. 
Sir, 
Ha^vinq  been  a  little  indisposed,  I  went  at 
ChristQias  into  the  country,  which  prevented  me 
from  sooner  acknowledging  the  favour  of  your  letter. 
As  to  Waters's  *  case,  I  was  informed  of  it ;  and 
the  last  time  I  spoke  to  Mr  Attorney-General  t  about 


the  clergy,"  says  he,  ^^  and  other  learned  men,  mistook  the  ob* 
ject  to  which  passive  obedience  was  due.  By  the  supreme  magi* 
strate  id  properly  understood  the  legislatiTe  power,  which  in  ail 
gOTcrnments  must  be  absolute  and  unlimited,  fiat  the  word  ma. 
gistrate  seeming  to  denote  a  single  person,  and  to  express  the 
execntiye  power,  it  came  to  pass,  that  the  obedience  due  to  the 
legislature  was,  for  want  of  knowing  or  considering  this  easy 
distinction,  misapplied  to  the  administration.">-Dr  Wabtox. 

*  Dr  Swift's  printer ;  who  was  prosecuted  for  printing  ^<  A 
Proposal  for  the  IJniTersal  use  of  Irish  Manufactures,"  written 
in  17^0.  'rhe  Dean,  in  the  preceding  letter  to  Pope,  pp.  145, 
1469  says,  that  *^  the  jury  which  tried  him,  had  been  culled  with 
the  utmost  industry  ;  but  that,  notwithstanding,  they  brought 
hioi  in  not  guilty  :  that  Whitshed,  the  judge,  sent  them  out  nine 
times,  and  kept  them  eleven  hours :  tUl,  being  tired  out,  they 
were  forced  to  leave  the  matter  to  the  mercy  of  the  judge  by  a 
special  Terdict.  The  Duke  of  Grafton,  lord.lieutenant,  soon 
after,  upon  mature  advice,  and  permission  from  England^  grant- 
§d  A  noli  prosequi,*^ '^U,  * 

t  Sir  Robert  Raymond««-4l. 

vox,.  XVI.  B  b 
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it;  but  (he  tol4  nie,  he  coi44  ^ot  gjeant.a  wiit of 
ierror  m  a  criminal  case,  without  directioa  from  the 
king  5  so  that  Waters  is  not  likely  to  have  m^ch 
relief  from  hence,  and  therefore  J  am  glad  you  have 
some  hopes  it  will  drop  in  Ireland.  I  think  the 
chief-justice  *  should  have  that  regard  to  his  own 
reputation,  to  let  it^o  off  so ;  for  I  believe  the  oldest 
man  alive,  or  any  law-book,  cannot  give  any  instance 
of  such  a  proceeding.  I  was  informed  who  was 
aimed  at  by  the  prosecution,  which  made  me  very 
zealous  in  it;  which  I  shall  be  in  every  thing,  where- 
in. I  can  be  serviceable  to  that  gentleman,  for  whom 
nobody  has  a  greater  esteem,  than  *     ^   , 

Your  most  faithful  humble  servant; : 

Con.  Phipps- 


FROM  MR  PRIOR. 

Westminster,  Feb.  28,  1720.31. 

Dear  Sib, 
If  I  am  to  chide  you  for  not  writing  to  me,  or  beg 
your  pardon  that  I  have  not  writ  to  you,  is  a  ques- 
tion, for  our  correspondence  has  been  so  long 
interrupted,  that  I  swear  I  do  not  know  which  of 
us  wrote  last^  In  all  cases,  I  assure  you  of  my 
continual  friendship,  and  kindest  remembrance  of 
you ;  and  with  great  pleasure,  expect  the  same  from 
you.  I  have  been  ill  this  winter.  Age,  I  find, 
comes  on  s  and  the  cough  does  not  diminish. — 


♦  Whitshed.— H» 
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Non  iUM  qudUi  eram  honct 

Sub  regno  CynaraS'-'Psau  for  that, 

I  am  tired  with  politics,  and  lost  in  the  South 
Sea.  The  roaring  of  the  waves,  and  the  madness 
of  the  people,  were  justly  put  together.  I  can 
send  you  no  sort  of  news,  that  holds  either  con- 
nection or  sense.  It  is  all  wilder  than  St  Anthony*s 
dream;  and  the  bagatelle  is  more  solid  than  any 
thing  that  has  been  endeavoured  here  this  year. 
Our  old  friend,  Oxford  is  not  well,  and  continues  in 
Herefordshire.  Johii  of  Bucks  *  died  last  night,  and 
Coningsby  t  was  sent  last  night  to  the  Tower.  I 
frequently  drink  your  health  with  Lord  Harley ,  who 
is  always  the  same  good  man,  and  grows  daily  more 
beloved  as  more  universally  known.  I  do  so  too 
with  our  honest  good-natured  friend  Ford,  whom  I 
love  for  many  good  reasons,  and  particularly  for  that 
he  loves  you. 

Aa  to  the  subscriptions,  in  which  I  have  given 
you  a  great  deal  of  trouble  already,  to  make  the  rest 
of  that  trouble  less,  I  desire  you  to  send  the  en- 
ck>sed  letter  to  Mr  Hyde,  that  he  may  raze  out 
the  names  of  those  gentlemen  who  have  taken  out 
their  books,  and  take  what  convenient  care  he  can  of 
the  remaining  books.  And  as  to  the  pecuniary  part, 
I  find  no  better  way  than  that  you  will  remit  it,  as 
you  did  the  former  sum,  by  bill  of  exchange.  Mr 
Ford  likewise  judges  this  the  best  and  securest 
method. 

How -do  you  do  as  to  your  health  ?  Are  we  to  see 


^  John  Sheffield,  Dake  of  Buckinghamshire.— B. 

+  Thomas,  Earl  of  Coningsby,  so  created  by  King  Greorge 
I.  in  1719.— B.  He  was  ihe  leader  in  the  prosecution  against 
Oxford. 
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you  this  summer?  Answer  me  these  questions* 
Give  my  service  to  all  friends,  and  believe  me  to  be 
ever^  with  great  truth  and  esteem,  dear  Sir, 

Yours,  M.  PjiiOR' 


FROM  THE  SAME, 

Westminster,  Apifl  t5,  17^1. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  KNOW  very  well,  that  you  can  write  a  good 
letter,  if  you  have  a  mind  to  it ;  but  that  is  luA 
the  question.  A  letter  from  you  sometimes  is  what 
I  desire.  Reserve  your  tropes  and  periods  for  those 
you  love  less ;  and  let  me  hear  how  you  do,  in  what- 
ever humour  you  are ;  whether  lending  your  money 
to  the  butchers,  protecting  the  weavers,  trying 
the  women,  or  construing  propria  qum  maribus  to 
the  country  curate.  You  and  I  are  so  established 
authors,  that  we  may  write  what  we  will,  without 
fear  of  censure ;  and  if  we  have  not  lived  long  e- 
nough  to  prefer  the  hagateUe  to  any  thi^g  else,  we 
deserved  to  have  had  pur  brains  knocked  out  ten 
years  ago. 

I  have  received  the  money  punctually  oi  Mr  Dan. 
Hayes,  have  his  receipt,  and  hereby  return  you  all 
the  thanks,  that  your  friendship  in  that  affair  ought 
to  claim,  and  your  generosity  does  contemn.  There 
is  one  turn  for  you  :  good 

The  man  you  mentioned  in  your  last  ^  has  been  in 


*  The  Earl  of  Oxford,  wlkose  influence,  it  would  seem*  w$8 
still  dreaded,  though  he  had  so  long  retired  from  public  busi- 
ness. 
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the  country  these  two  years,  very  ill  in  his  healthy 
and  has  not  for  many  months  been  out  of  his  cham* 
ber ;  yet  what  you  observe  of  him  is  so  true,  that 
his  sickness  is  all  counted  for  policy,  that  he  will 
not  come  up,  till  the  public  distractions  force,  some- 
body or  other  (whom  Grod  knows,)  who  will  oblige 
somebody  else  to  send  for  him  in  open  triumph, 
and  set  him  in  statu  quo  prius.  That,  in  the  mean- 
time, he  has  foreseen  all  that  has  happened ;  check- 
mated all  the  ministry ;  and  to  divert  himself  at  his 
leisure  hours,  he  has  laid  all  those  lime  twigs  for 
his  neighbour  Coningsby,  that  keep  that  precious 
bird  in  the  cage,  out  of  which  himself  slipped  so 
cunningly  and  easily. 

Things,  and  the  way  of  men's  judging  them,  vary 
so  much  here,  that  it  is  impossible  to  give  you  any 
just  accouftt  of  some  of  pur  friends*  actions.  Roffen^ 
is  more  than  suspected  to  have  given  up  his  party, 
as  Sancho  did  his  subjects,  for  so  much  a  head, 
Vunportant  C autre.  His  cause,  therefore,  whch  is 
something  originally  like  that  of  Lutrin,  is  opposed 
or  neglected  by  his  ancient  friends,  and  openly  sus- 
tained by  the  ministry.  He  cannot  be  lower  in  the 
opinion  of  most  men  than  he  is ;  and  I  wish  our 
fnend  Harcourt  were  higher  than  be  is. 

Our  young  Harley*s  vice  is  no  more  covetousness, 
than  plainness  of  speech  is  that  of  his  cousin  Tom. 
His  lordship  is  really  ama6i/i« ;  and  Lady  Harriette^ 
adoranda. 

1  tell  you  no  news,  but  that  the  whole  is  a  com* 


^  Dr  Atterbuiy,  Bishop  of  Rochester.  Far  from  haring  de- 
serted to  the  vVhigs,  ab  Prior's  suspicions  woald  seem  to  imply^ 
it  appeared  soon  afterwards  that  he  had  gone  a  step  beyond  To* 
r jisqi,  and  espoused  the  cause  of  the  Preteuder. 
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plication  of  mistakes  in  policy,  and  of  knavery  in 
the  execution  of  it :  of  the  ministers  I  speak,  for 
the  most  part  as  well  ecclesiastical  as  civil.  This  is 
all  the  truth  I  can  tell  you,  except  one,  which  I  am 
sure  you  receive  very  kindly,  that  lam  evi&r 
Your  IHend  and  your  servant; 

M.  Prior. 

Friend  Shelton,  commonly  called  Dear  Dick,  is 
with  me.     We  drink  your  health.  Adieu. 


TO  [STELLA]  MRS  JOHNSON* 

Deanery^iouse, 
Sunday  Morning,  April  30,  1721  •  ^  , 

Jack  Grattan  said  nothing  to  me  of  it  till  last 
night ;  it  is  none  of  my  fault:  how  did  I  know  but 
you  were  to  dine  abroad  ?  You  should  have  sent 
your  messenger  sooner ;  yes,  1  think  the  dinner  you 
provided  for  yourselves  may  do  well  enough  here, 
but  pray  send  it  soon.  I  wish  you  would  give  a 
body  more  early  wairning;  biit  you  must  blam^ 
yourselves.  Delany  says  he  will  come  in  the  even- 
iiig ;  and,  for  aught  I  know,  Sheridan  riiay  be  here 
at  diniier :  which  of  you  was  it  that  undertook  this 
frolic?  Your  letter  hardly  explained  your  mean- 
ing, but  at  last  I  found  it.  Pray  do  not  ser^fe  me 
these  tricks  often.  You  may  be  sure  if  there  be  a 
good  bottle  you  shall  have  it.  1  am  sure  I  never 
refilled  you,  and  therefor^  that  reflection  might  have 


♦  Indorsed  by  Mrs  Johnson,  "  An  answer  to  no  letter.' 
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been  spared.  Pray  be  more  positive  in  your  an- 
swer to  this. 

Margoose^^  and  not  Mergoose:  it  is  spelt  with  an 
a»  simpleton. 

No,  I  Bxn  pretty  well  after  my  walk.  I  am  glad 
the  archdeacon  t  got  home  safe,  and  I  hope  you 
took  care  of  him.  It  was  his  own  fault;  how  could 
I  know  where  he  was  ?  and  he  could  have  easily 
overtaken  me ;  for  I  walked  softly  on  purpose  j  I 
told  De}any  I  would. 


TO  THE  REV.  MR  WALLIS.  % 

Dablin,  May  18^  1791. 
Sib,  ' 
I  HAD  your  letter,  and  the  copy  of  the  bishop's 
circular  enclosed,  .for  which  1  thank  you ;  and  yet 
I  win  not  pretend  to  know  any  thing  of  it,  and 
hope  you  have  not  told  any  body  what  you  did.  I 
should  be  glad  enough  to  b^  at  the  visitation,  not 
out  of  any  love  to  the  business  of  the  person,  but 
to  do  my  part  in  preventing  any  mischief.  But 
in  truth  my  health  will  not  suffer  it;  and  you, 
who  are  to  be  my  proxy,  may  safely  give  it  upon 
yourvemcity.    I  am  confident  the  bishop  would 


*  Ch^eau  Margouxy  a  sort  of  claret  so  called.  The  Dean's 
spelUog  is  not  i&ore  correct  than  Stella's. 

f  Archdeacon  Walh. 

t  This  letter  and  the  following  respect  the  right  of  the  Bishop 
of  Meath  to  enforce  the  Dean  of  St  Patrick's  personal  ^tendance 
at  his  Tbitation.  See  Swift's  letter  to  that  bishop  upon  the  same 
subject,  22d  May  1719. 
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not  be  dissatisfied  with  wanting  my  cotapany,  and 
yet  he  may  give  himself  airs  when  he  finds  I  em 
not  there.  I  now  employ  myself  io  geitii^  you  a 
companion  to  cure  your  spleen.       I  ano^ 

Your  faithful  humble  serronl,      J.  S. 


TO  THE  BISHOP  OF  MEATH. 

Jol7  5,mi. 
My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  received  an  account  of  your  lordship's 

refusing  to  adniit  my  proxy  at  yotilr  visitation,* 

with  several  circumstances  of  personal  reflections 

on  myself,  although  my  proxy  attested  my  want  of 

health ;  to  confirm  which,  and  to  lay  before  you 

the  justice  and  Christianity  of  ytmr  proceeding, 

above  a  hundred  persons  of  quality  and  distinction 

can  witness,  that  since  Friday  the  26th  of  May,  I 

have  be^  tormented  with  an  ague,  in  as  violent  a 

maimer  as  possible,  which  still  continues,  and  forces 

»e  to  make  ae^  of  another  hand  in  writing  to  you. 

At  the  same  time,  I  fftust  be  plain  to  tell  you,  that 

if  thi^  accident  had  not  happened,  I  should  have 

Used  aM  endeavours  to  avoid  your  visitation,  upon 

the  puWic  promise  I  made  you  three  years  ago, 

and  the  motives  which  occasioned  it ;  because  1  was 

unwilling  to  hear  any  more  very  injurious  treatment 

and  appellations  given  to  my  brethren,  or  myself; 

and  by  the  grace  of  God,  I  am  still  determined  to 

absent  myself  on  the  like  occasion,  as  far  as  I  can 

■—  ■■■■     ■  ■   '  '      ■■  I   ■    I - I  >, 

♦  See  the  preceding  letter  to  Mr  Watlis, 
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possibly  be  dispensed  with  by  any  law,  while  your 
lordship  is  in  that  diocese,  and  I  a  member  of  it : 
In  which  resolution  I  could  not  conceive  but  your 
lordship  would  be  easy;  because,  although  my  pre- 
sence might  possibly  contribute  to  your  real  (at 
least  future)  interest,  I  was  sure  it  could  not  to 
yotir  pi^feent  satisfaction. 

If  I  had  had  the  happiness  to  hkve  been  ac- 
i^uainted  with  any  one  clergyman  in  the  dioctese,  of 
your  lordship's  principles,  I  should  have  desired 
him  to  represent  me,  with  hopes'  of  better  success : 
but  I  wish  you  would  sometimes  think  it  convenient 
to  distinguish  men,  as  well  as  principles;  and  not 
to  look  upon  every  person,  who  happens  to  owe 
you  canonical  obedjence,  as  if ^  * 

I  have  the  honour  to  he  ordinary  over  a  consider- 
able number  of  as  eminent  divines  as  any  in  this 
kingdom,  who  owe  me  the  same  obedience  as  I 
owe  to  your  lordship,  and  are  equally  bound  to 
attend  my  visitation ;  yet  neither  I,  nor  ai\y  of  my 
predecessors,  to  ttiy  knowledge,  did  ever  refuse  a 
regular  proxy. 

I  am  only  sorry  that  you,  who  are  of  a  oountry 
famed  for  good  nature,  have  found  a  way  to  unite 
the  hasty  passion  of  your  own  countrymfen,*  with 
the  long«  sedate  resentment  of  a  Spaniard :  but  i 
have  an  honourable  hope,  that  this  proceeding  has 
been  more  owing  to  party,  than  complexion.  I  am. 
My  Lord,  your  lordship's  most  humble  servant. 


*  **  H^  was  your  lordship's  footman,"  may  perhaps  be  the  im- 
plied conclasion  of  the  sentence.  Swift  makes  direct  use  of  such 
an  exj^ression  in  hiis  former  letter  to  the  bishop,  but  her^  trusts 
to  his  apprehension  to  6)1  up  the  blaiik* 

i  1:he  bishop  was  a  WelshiiiaB....0.  S^ 
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FROM  I.ORP  BOLINGBROKE. 

July  28,  1721. 

I  NEVER  was  SO  angry  in  all  my  life,  as  I  wa9 
with  you  last  week,  on  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  19th  of  June.  The  extreme  pleasure  it  gave  me 
takes  away  all  the  excuses  which  I  had  invented  for 
your  long  neglect.  I  design  to  return  xoy  humble 
thanks  to  those  men  of  eminent  gratitude  aod  inte- 
grity, the  weavers  and  the  judges,  and  earnestly  to 
entreat  them,  instead  of  tossing  you  in  the  pen^cm  of 
your  proxy,  who  had  need  to  have  iron  ribs  to  ^- 
dure  all  the  drubbings  you  will  procure^  hiip^  to  toss 
you  in  your  proper  person,  the  nec^  time  you  offend, 
by  going  about  to  talk  sense  or  tQ  do  good  to  the 
rabble.  Is  it  possible  that  one  of  yovr  age  and  pro- 
fession ^hould  be  ignorant,  that  this  moti^strous  beast 
has  passions  to  be  nioved,  but  no  reason  to  be  ap- 
pealed to ;  and  that  plain  truth  will  influence  hsdf 
a  score  men  at  most  in  a  nation^  o.r  an  ^ge^  while 
mystery  will  lead  millions  by  the  nose  ? 

Dear  Jonathan,  since  you  cannot  resolve  to,  wo^ite 
as  you  preach,^  what  public  authority  allows,  what 
councils  and  senates  have  decided  to  be  orthodox, 
instead  of  what  private  opinion  suggest^  leave  off  VQ^- 
structing  the  citrajens  of  Dublin.  Bfelieye  me^  there 
is  more  pleasure,  and  more  merit  too,  in  cultivating 
friendship,  than  in  taking  care  of  the  state.  Fools 
and  knaves  are  generally  best  fitted  for  the  last ;  and 
none  but  men  of  sense  ancl  yirtue  are  capable  of  the 
other.  How  comes  it  tl^en  to  pa^s,  that  you,  who 
iiaye  sense  though  you  have  wit,  and^virtue  t^ouorh 
you  have  kept  bad  company  in  your  tiipe,  should  oe 
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SO  Surprised  that  I  continue  to  write  to  you,  and  ex- 
pect to  hear  from  you,  after  seven  years  absence  ? 

Anriipradantur  euntes^  say  you ;  and  time  will  lop 
off  niy  luxuriant  branches:  perhaps  it  will  be  so. 
But  r  have  put  the  pruning  hook  into  a  hand  which 
works  hard  to  leave  the  other  as  little  to  do  of  that 
kind  as  may  be.  Some  superfluous  twigs  are  every 
day  cut;  and  as  they  lessen  in  number,  the  bough, 
which  bears  the  golden  fruit  of  friendship,  shoots, 
swells,  and  spreads. 

Our  friend  told  you  what  he  heard,  and  what  was 
commonly  said,  when  he  told  you  that  I  had  taken 
the  fancy  of  growing  rich.  If  1  could  have  resolved 
to  think  two  minutes  a-day  about  stocks,  to  flatter 
law  half  an  hour  a-week,  or  to  have  any  obliga- 
tion to  people  I  neither  loved  nor  valued,  certain  it 
is  that  I  might  have  gained  immensely.  But  not 
caring  to  follow  the  many  bright  examples  of  these 
kinds,  which  France  furnished,  and  which  England 
sent  us  over,  I  turned  the  little  money  I  had  of  my 
own,  without  being  let  into  any  secret,  very  negli- 
gently: and  if  I  have  secured  enough  to  content 
me,  it  is  because  I  was  soon  contented.  J  am  sorry 
to  hear  3rou  confess,  that  the  love  of  money  has  got 
into  your  head.  Take  care,  or  it  will,  ere  long, 
sink  into  your  heart,  the  proper  seat  of  passions. 
Plato,  whom  you  cite,  looked  upon  riches,  and  the 
other  advantages  of  fortune,  to  be  desirable ;  but  he 
declared,  as  you  have  read  in  Diogenes  Laertius, 
Ea  etsi  non  affluerinty  nihilominus  tamen  beatumfore 
sapientem.  You  may  think  it,  perhaps,  hard  to 
reconcile  his  two  jouirnies  into  Sicily  with  this 
maxim,  especially  since  he  got  fourscore  talents  of 
the  tyrant.  But  I  can  assure  you,  that  he  went  to 
the  dder  Dionysius  only  to  bny  books,  and  to  the 
;JrOunger  only  to  borrow  a  piece  of  ground,  and  a 
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number  of  men,  womeu^  and  children,  to  try  his 
Utopia.    Aristippus  was  in  Sicily  at  the  same  time; 
and  there  passed  some, Billingsgate  between  these 
reverend  persons.     This  philosopher  had  a  much 
stronger  fancy  to  grow  rich  than  Plato:  he  flattered, 
he  cracked  jests,  and  danced  over  a  stick  to  get 
some  of  the  Sicilian  gold;  but  still  even  he  took 
care,  sibi  res^  non  se  rebus  submittere.    And  I  re- 
member, with  great  edification,  how  he  reproved 
one  of  his  catechumens,  who  blushed,  and  shrunk 
back,  when  his  master  showed  him  the  way  to  the 
bawdy-house.     Non  ingi-edi  turpe  esty  sed  egredi  non 
posse  turpe  est.    The  conclusion  of  all  this  is ;  un 
honnete  homme  ought  to  have  cent  mille  litres  de 
rente,    if  you    please;    but   a   wise  man  will   be 
happy  with  the  hundredth  part.     Let  us  not  refuse 
riches,  when  they  offer  themselves ;  but  let  us  give 
them  no  room  in  our  heads  or  our  hearts.     Let  us 
enjoy  wealth,  without  suffering  it  to  become  neces*- 
sary  to  us.     And,  to  finish  with  one  of  Seneca's 
quaint  sentences :  "  Let  us  place  it  so,  that  fortune 
*^  may  take  it  without  tearing  it  from  us.'*     The 
passage   you   mention  does    follow  that  which  I 
quoted  to   you,  and  the  advice  is  good.      Solon 
thought  SO;  nay,  h?  went  further;  and  you  remem- 
ber the  reason  he  gave  for  sitting  in  the  council  of 
Pisistratus,  whom  he  had  done  his  utmost  to  op- 
pose,  and  who,  by  the  way,  proved  a  very  good 
prince.     But  the  epistle  is  not  writ  by  Cicero,  as 
you  seem  to  think.     It  is,  if  I  mistake  not,  an  epistle 
of  Dolabella  to  him.     Cato,  you  say,  would  not  be 
of  the  same  mind.     Cato  is  a  most  venerable  name, 
and  Dolabella  was  but  a  scoundrel  with  wit  and 
valour:  and  yet  there  is  better  sense,  nay,  there  is 
more  virtue,  in  what  Dolabella  advises,  than  in  the 
conduct  of  Cato.  I  must  own  m^  weakness  to  you. 
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This  Cato,  so  sung  by  Lucan  in  every  page,  and  so 
much  better  sung  by  Virgil  in  half  a  line,  strikes 
me  with  no  great  respect  When  I  see  him  painted 
in  all  the  glorious  colours  which  eloquence  furnishes, 
I  call  to  mind  that  image  of  him  which  Tully  gives 
in  one  of  his  letters  to  Atticus,  or  to  somebody  else ; 
where  he  says,  that  having  a  mind  to  keep  a  debate 
from  coming  on  in  the  senate,  they  made  Cato  rise 
to  speak,  and  that  he  talked  till  the  hour  of  proposing 
matters  was  over.  Tully  insinuates  that  they  often 
made  this  use  of  him.  Does  not  the  moving  pic- 
ture shift?  Do  you  not  behold  Clarke  of  Taunton- 
Dean,  in  the  gown  of  a  Roman  senator,  sending  out 
the  members  to  piss?  The  censor  used  sharp  medi- 
cines; but,  in  his  time,  the  patient  had  strength  to 
bear  them.  The  second  Cato  inherited  this  receipt 
without  his  skill ;  and  like  a  true  quack,  he  gave 
the  remedy,  because  it  was  his  only  one,  though  it 
was  too  late.  He  hastened  the  patient's  death :  he 
not  only  hastened  it,  he  made  it  more  convulsive 
and  painful. 

The  condition  of  your  wretched  country  is  worse 
than  you  represent  it  to  be.  The  healthful  Indian 
follows  his  master,  who  died  of  sickness,  to  the 
grave ;  but  I  much  doubt  whether  those  charitable 
legislators  exact  the  same,  when  the  master  is  a  luna- 
tic, and  cuts  his  oWn  throat.  I  mourn  over  Ireland 
with  all  my  heart,  but  I  pity  you  more.  In  reading 
your  letter,  I  feel  your  pulse;  and  I  judge  of  your 
distemper  as  surely  by  the  figures  into  which  you 
cast  your  ink,  as  the  learned  doctor  at  "  The  hand 
and  urinal"  could  do,  if  he  pored  over  your  water. 
You  are  really  in  a  very  bad  way.  You  say  your 
memory  declines:  I  believe  it  does,  since  you  for- 
get your  friends,  aiid  since  repeated  importunity  can 
hardly  draw  a  token  of  remembrance  from  yoy. 
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There  are  bad  airs  for  the  mind,  as  well  as  th^ body: 
and  what  do  you  imagine,  that  Plato,  since  you  have 
set  me  lipon  quoting  him  (who  thanked  Heaven,  that 
he  was  not  a  Bceotian)  would  have  said  of  the  ultima 
Thule?  Shake  off  your  laziness,  ramble  over  hither, 
and  spend  some  months  in  a  kinder  climate.  You 
will  be  in  danger  of  meeting  but  one  plague  here, 
and  you  will  leave  many  behind  you.  Here  you 
will  <)ome  among  people,  who  lead  a  life  singular 
enough  to  hit  your  humour;  so  near  the  world,  as 
to  have  all  its  conveniencies ;  so  far  from  the  world, 
as  to  be  strangers  to  all  its  inconveniencies ;  wanting 
nothing  which  goes  to  the  ease  and  happiness  (^ 
life ;  embarrassed  by  nothing  which  is  cumbersome. 
I  dare  almost  venture  to  say,  that  you  will  like  us 
better  than  the  persons  you  live  with,  and  that  we 
shall  be  able  to  make  you  retrograde  (that  I  may 
use  a  canonical  simile)  as  the  sun  did  on  the  dial 
of  Hezekiah,  and  begin  anew  the  twelve  years  which 
you  complain  are  gone.  AVe  will  restore  to  you 
the  nigros  angiisto  f route  capillos;  and  with  them, 
the  dulce  bgui,  the  ridere  decorum^  et  inter  vina 
fugam  Cynara  moerere  praterva.  Haec  est  vita 
solutorum  miserd  arnbitione  gravique,  and  not  yours, 
I  was  going  to  finish  with  my  sheet  of  paper; 
but  having  bethought  myself,  that  you  deserve  some 
more  punishment,  and  calling  all  my  anger  against 
you  to  my  aid,  I  resolve,  since  I  am  this  morning  in 
the  humour  of  scribbling,  to  make  my  letter  at  least 
as  long  as  one  of  your  sermons ;  and,  if  you  do  not 
mend,  my  next  shall  be  as  long  as  one  of  Dr  Man- 
ton's,*  who  taught  my  youth  to  yawn,  and  pre- 


*  Thomas  Manton,  D.  D.  who  had  been  ejected  from  Ae 
Tectorjr  of  CoTent  Gardea,  for  nonconformity,  after  the  Reslo* 
fdtion.    He  was  a  Tolominotts  writer  in  dxjiaity^  and  pabUs&ed  a 
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pared  me  to  be  a  high  churchman,  that  I  might 
never  hear  him  read>  nor  reafl  him  more. 

You  must  know,  that  I  am  as  busy  about  my 
hermitage,  which  is  between  the  chateau  and  the 
maison  bourgeoise,  as  if  I  was  to  pass  my  life  in 
it:  and  if  I  could  see  you  now  and  then,  I  should 
be  willing  enough  to  do  so.  I  have  in  my  wood 
the  biggest  and  the  clearest  spring  perhaps  in  Eu- 
rope, which  forms,  before  it  leaves  the  park,  a  more 
basiutiful  river  than  any  which  flows  in  Greek  or 
Latin  verse.  I  have  a  thousand  projects  about  this 
spring,  and,  among  others,  one,  which  will  employ 
some  marble.  Now  marble,  you  know,  makes  one 
think  of  inscriptions;  and  if  you  will  correct  this, 
which  I  have  not  yet  committed  to  paper,  it  shall 
be  graved,  and  help  to  fill  the  table-books  of  Spons 
and  Missons^  yet  to  come. 

^^  Propter  fidem  adrersus  Regioam,  et  Partes^ 

Intemerat^  serratam. 
Propter  operam  in  pace  geperali  conciliandi. 
Strenu^  saltern  nayatam, 
Impotentift  vesatiae  factionia 
Solum  vertere  coactus, 
Hic  ad  aquae  leoe  caput  sacre 
Injust^  exukt, 
Dulce  TiYit, 
H.  De  B.    An.'*  Sec. 

Ob  were  better  than  propter,  but  ob  operam  would 
never  please  the  ear.     In  a  proper  place,  before  the 


large  folio  volume  of  sermons  on  the  1 1 9th  Psalm*— B.  Sir  Walter 
,  St  John  and  his  lady  were  both  somewhat  addicted  to  puritanism  ; 
and  their  son  was  educated  in  earij  life  among  the  dissenters* 
He  mentions  Manton  in  similar  terais  in  a  letter  to  Pope,  as  a 
puritanical  parson,  who  made  1 19  sermons  upon  the  1  ipth  psalm; 
and  whose  folios  he  was  compelled  to  read  while  a  boy. 

«  James  Spon,  MiD«  and  Maximilian  Misson,  were  two  emi« 
jieat  traTellers,  who  hare  published  their  trarels ;  in  which  are 
inserted  many  inscriptions«~Bf 
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front  of  the  house^  whicli  I  hi^ye  new  built,  I  have 
a  mind  to  inscribe  this  fuece  of  patobwork  : 

'^  Si  teslplioLt  patria,  in  patriam  reditunu  ; 

Si  Don  resipiscat,  ubiTis  melios  qnam  inter 

Talc»  civis  fatunia^ 

Hanc  Tillam  instaaro  et  eiorno : 

Hinc,  Tel  qt  ex  portu,  alienos  casus 

£t  fort  anas  ludam  insolentem 

Ceroere  snare  est. 

HiC)  mortem  nee  appQteni  n^  timensi 

tnoocuis  deliciisj 
)oct4  quiete, 
et 
Felieis  animi  immotft  tranqnillitate, 
Fruiscor. 
Hie  mihi  TiYam  quod  sa purest  aut  exUii^ 
Aut  aevi." 

If  in  a  year's  time  you  should  find  leisure  to  write 
to  me^  send  me  some  mottoes  for  groves,  and  strewns, 
and  fine  prpspects^  and  retresUi  and  contempt  of 
grandeur,  &c.  I  have  one  for  my  greenhouse,  and 
one  for  an  alley  which  leads  to  my  apartment, 
which  are  happy  enough.  The  first  is,  Hie  ver  as- 
siduuTriy  atque  alienis  m^nsibus  nBstas.  The  other  is— 
fallentis  semita  vit^B. 

You  see  I  amuse  myself  de  la  bagatelle  as  much  as 
you;  but  here  lies  the  difference;  your  bagatelle 
leads  to  something  better ;  as  fiddlers  flourish  care- 
lessly, before  they  play  a  fine  air.  But  mine  begins, 
proceeds,  and  ends  in  bagatelle. 

Adieu :  it  is  happy  for  you  that  my  hand  is  tired;^ 

I  will  take  care  that  you  shall  have  my  picture, 
and  I  am  simple  enoug>h  to  be  obliged  to  you  for 
asking  for  it.  If  you  do  not  write  to  me  soon,  I 
hope  it  will  fall  down  as  soon  as  you  hav^  it>  apd 
break  your  head. 
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FROM  THE  DUCHESS  OF  ORMONa 

Sept  1,  irn. 
Sib, 
I  DO  not  know  iiaw-4o*  account  for  your  long 
silence,  unless  your  time  has  been  taken  up  in 
making  an  interest  with  those  in  power  here,  for  one 
of  the  two  archbisbopricks,  *thal  we  heard  were  void, 
but  I  am  very  glad  are  not  so.    Set  your  heart  at 
rest,  for  they  are  promised ;  and  therefore  you  may 
as  well  write  to  a  sister,  when  next  you  honour  this 
kingdom  with  any  dispatches,  as  to  any  greater 
peofrfe.     It  isa  sham^  to  think  how  you  have  ne- 
glected those  of  your  own  house.    I  had  once  deters 
oMaedto  write  to  you  no  more,  since  no  amswet*  was 
to  be  expected;  but  then  revenge  cakne  into  my 
head,  *nd  I  waa  resolved -to  tease  you,  tiil  at  lasty  to 
be  quiet,  you  will  send  me  some  plausible  excuse  at . 
least,  for  i^ver  inqairing  after  biN3ther  or  sisten    I 
wofider.wfaen  you  will  be- good-natwed  enough  t6 
come  and  see  hbw  we  do;  but  Irekud^has  such 
powerful  eharms>  that  1  question  whether  you  would 
leaxre  it  to  be  one  of  our  archbishops.   I  was  at  your 
brother  Arrau'sf  a  good  while  this  suthmer,  and 
have  been  much  upon  the  ramble,  or  else  ydu  would 
have  sooner  had  these  just  reproaches  from  me; 
whom  yott'  have  no  way  of  appeasing,  but  by  a  let- 
ter t>f  at  least  four  sides  of  paper:  though  I  am  so 


*  Probably  those   of  Taani  and  DbMii^'  t>oik>iiicttOibeiiit 
being  rery  qM. 

+  A  menil)^  of  the  |;Ub  of  ^is^n.^rM*^ 
VOL,  xvi.  C  c 
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good  a  Christian,  upon  this  occasion,  as  to  be,  not- 
withstanding all  this  ill-treatment. 
Sir, 
Your  most  sincere  friend,  and  humble  servant, 

M.  Ormond. 


TO  MR  WORRAL. 

Gallstown,  Sept.  14,  17il. 
t)£AR  Jack, 
I  ANSWERED  your  letter  long  ago,  and  have 
little  to  say  at  present.  I  shall  be  in  town  by  the 
beginning  of  next  month,  although  a  fit  of  good 
weather  would  tempt  me  a  week  longer ;  for  I  never 
saw  or  heard  of  so  long  a  continuance  of  bad,  which 
has  hindered  me  from  several  little  rambles  I  in* 
tended;  but  I  row  or  ride  every  day  in  spite  of  the 
rain,  in  spite  of  a  broken  shin,  or  falling  into  the 
lakes^  ajid  several  other  trifling  accidents.  Pray 
what  have  you  done  with  the  Lichfield-man  ?  Has 
he  mended  his  voice,  or  is  he  content  to  sit  down 
with  his  Christ-church  *  preferment  ?  I  doubt  Mrs 
Brent  will  be  at  a  loss  about  her  industry-book, f 
for  want  of  a.  new  leaf,  with  a  list  drawn  of  the  debt- 
ors. I  know  you  are  such  a  bungler  you  cannot 
do  it,  and  therefore  I  desire  thistt  you  would,  in  a 
loose  sheet  of.  paper,^  make  a  survey-list,  in  your 


♦  Ojrc  of  the  cathedmls  in  Dublin.-rP. 

f  The  book  wherein  Mrs  Brent  kept  the  account  of  the  Hioiiejr 
lent  by  Dr  Swift  to  poor  indastrious  tradesmen,  in  small  sinD8> 
trithout  interest. — F. 
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bungling  manner,  as  soon  as  she  wants  it,  and  let 
that  serve  till  I  come.  Present  my  service  to  Mrs 
Worral.  I  wonder  how  you,  arid  she,  and  your 
heir,  *  have  spent  the  summer,  and  how  often  you 
have  been  at  Dunleary,f  and  whether  you  have  got 
her  another  horse,  and  whether  she  hates  dying  in 
the  country  as  much  as  ever.  Desire  Mrs  Brent, 
if  a  messenger  goes  from  hence,  to  give  him  my 
fustian  waistcoat,  because  the  mornings  grow  cold. 
I  have  now  and  then  some  threatenings  with  my 
head ;  but  have  never  been  absolutely  giddy  above 
a  minute,  and  cannot  complain  of  my  health,  I 
tiiank'  God.  Pray  send  them  enclosed  to  the  post- 
office.  I  hear  you  have  let  your  house  to  Mrs 
Dopping,  who  will  be  a  good  tenant,  if  she  lives. 
I  suppose  yx)ur  new  house  is  finished,  and  if  Mrs 
Worral  does  not'  air  it  well,  it  may  get  you  a  new 
wife,  which  I  would  not  have  you  tell  her,  because 
it  will  do  the  business  better  than  a  boat  at  Dalky .  :j; 
I  hope  you  have  ordered  an  account  of  absent  vicars, 
and  that  their  behaviour  has  not  been  so  bad  as 
usual  during  my  sickness  in  town :  if  so,  I  have 
but  an  ill  subdean. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

JoN.  Swift. 

P.  S.  Tell  Mrs  Brent,  that  if  Lloyd  agrees,  I 
shall  be  glad  one  of  his  hogsheads  was  left  un- 
racked. 


♦  Mr  Fairbrother.— F. 
f  A  village  at  the  sca.side,  near  Dublin. — F. 
4:  A  most  delightful  island^   within   six    or  seren  miles    of 
DubUn.— F. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


404.  BPISTOLAaV  COBBBSPONDBKCE. 


TO  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 

Grallstown,  near  Klnnegftd, 
Sept  ?8,  1721. 
My  Lord, 

I  HAD  the  honour  of  your  grace's  letter  of  the  Isi 
instant ;  and  although  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  be 
the  last  writer  in  corresponding  with  your  graces 
yet  f  know  you  are  so  puDctual,  that  if  I  sltooid 
write  sooner  it  would  only  be  the  occasion  of  ^ving 
you  a  new  trouble,  before  it  ought  in  consci^ce  to 
be  put  upon  you.    Besides,  I  was  in  some  pain  tlkat 
your  letter  of  September  1st,  was  not  the,  first  ydu 
had  writ,  because,  about  ten  days  aft^,  a  friend 
sent  me  word,  that  your  grace  said  you  had  writ  to 
me  six  weeks  before,  and  had  no  answer  ^  whereas 
I  Can  assure  your  grace  that  I  xeceived  but  one  from 
you ;   nor  had  I  reason  to  expect  it,  having,  nbt 
done  myself  the  honour  to  write  to  you  before^ 
1  will  tell  you  the  secret  of  dating  my  leiter ;   I 
was  in  fear  lest  the  post  should  be  gone,  and  .so  left 
a  blank,  and  wisely  huddled  it  up  without  thinking 
of  the  date ;   but  we  country  gentlemen  are  fre- 
quently guilty  of  greater  blunders ;  and  in  that  ar- 
ticle I  grow  morie  perfect  every  day. 

I  believe  you  seriously  that  you  will  take  care  of 
your  health,  to  prevent  a  successor ;  that  is  to  say, 
I  believe  you  tell  truth  in  jest;  for  I  know  it  is  not 
the  value  of  life  that  makes  you  desire  to  live,  and 
am  afraid  the  world  is  much  of  your  mind;  for  it  is 
out  of  regard  to  the  public,  or  some  of  thems^ves^ 
more  than  upon  your  own  account,  that  they  iwish 
your  continuance  ambng  us. 
It  seems  you  are  a  greater  favourite  of  the  lieii<- . 
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tenant's*  thai^  you  care  to  own ;  for  we  hear  that 
he  killed  but  two  bucks,  and  sent  you  a  present  of 
one. 

I  hear  you  are  likely  to  be  the  sole  Opposer  of 
the  bank:t  and  you  will  certainly  miscarry,  he- 
pause  it  would  prove  a  most  perfidious  thing.  Bank- 
rupts are  always  for  setting  up  banks :  how  then  CBXi 
you  think  a  bank  will  fail  of  a  majority  ii\  both 
houses  I 

You  are  verv  perverse,  my  lord,  in  misinterpret- 
ing the  ladies  favour,  as  if  you  must  die  to  obtain 
it ;  I  assure  you  it  is  directly  contrary ,  and  if  you 
die,  you  will  lose  their  favour  for  ever :  I  am  Com- 
manded to  tell  you  so  ;  and  therefore  at  the  peril 
of  your  life,  and  of  their  good  graces,  look  to  your 
health. 

I  hear  the  bishop  of  Bangor,  f  despairing  of  do- 
ing any  good  with  you,  has  taken  up  with  Here- 
ford. I  am  a  plain  man,  and  would  be  glad  at  any 
time  to  see' fifty  such  bishops  hanged,  if  I  could 
thereby  have  saved  the  life  of  his  predecessor,  for 
whom  I  had  a  great  esteem  and  friendship.  1  do 
not  much  approve  the  compliments  tpade  you  by 
comparisons  drawn  from  good  and  bad.  emperors, 
because  the  inference  falls  short  on  both  sides.  If 
Julian  had  immediately  succeeded  Cpnstantine^  it 
lYOuld  have  been  more  to  the  purpose.  Sir  James 
of  the  Peak§  said  to  Bouchier  the  gamester,  **  Sir- 
rah,  I  shall  look  better  than  you,  when  I  have  been 


*  Charles  Duke  of  Grafton. 

.f  At  this  time  there  was  a  proposal  for  a  national  bank  in 
Irehind ;  which  was  rejected  by  parliament.— F. 

i  Dr  Benjamin  Hostidley.— F. 

§  Sir  James  of  the  Peak,  called  sometimes  Sir  James  Baker^ 
was  a  notorious  gambler  of  that.  time. 
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a  month  in  my  grave."  A  great  man  in  England 
was  blaming  me  for  despising  somebody  or  other; 
I  assured  him  I  did  not  at  all  despise  the  man  he 
mentioned :  that  I  was  not  so  liberal  of  my  con- 
tempt; nor  would  bestow  it  where  there  was  not 
some  degree  of  merit.  Upon  this  principle,.  I  can 
see  no  proper  ground  of  opposition  between  your 
grace,  and  that  wretch  of  Bangor.  I  have  read  in- 
deed, that  a  dog  was  once  made  king  of  Norway, 
but  I  forgot  who  was  his  predecessor;  and  therefore 
am  at  a  loss  for  the  other  part  of  the  comparison. 

I  am  afraid  the  clatter  of  ladies  tongues  is  no  very 
good  cure  for  a  giddiness  in  the  head.  AVhen  your 
grace  (as  you  say)  was  young,  as  I  am  not,  the  la- 
dies w^re  better  company,  or  you  more  easily  plea- 
sed. I  am  perpetually  reproaching  them  for  their 
ignorance,  affectation,  impertinence  (but  my  paper 
will  not  hold  all)  except  Lady  Betty  Rochfort,  your 
old  acquaintance. 

I  own  my  head  and  your  grace's  feef  would  be 
ill  joined ;  but  give  me  your  head  and  take  my  feet, 
and  match  us  in  the  kingdom  if  you  can. 

My  lord,  I  row  after  health  like  a  waterman,  and 
ride  after  it  like  a  post-boy,  and  find  some  little  suc- 
cess ;  but  subeunt  morbi  trisiisque  senectus.  I  have 
a  receipt  to  which  you  are  a  stranger;  my  Lord  Ox- 
ford and  Mr  Prior  used  to  join  with  me  in  taking  it; 
to  whom  I  often  ^aid,  when  we  were  two  hours  di- 
verting ourselves  with  trifles,  vive  la  bagatelle.  I 
am  so  deep  aniiong  the  workmen  at  Rochfdrt'.s  ca- 
nals and  lakes,  so  dextrous  at  the  oar,  such  an  al-  ' 
derman  after  the  hare -i ^ 


,     ♦See  the  lively  poem  entitled  "  The  Country  Life,"  describing 
the  pastimes  of  Gallstown,  Vol.  XI V.  p.  168. ; 
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I  am  just  now  told  from  some  newspapers,  that 
one  of  the  king's  enemies,  and  my  excellent  friend, 
Mr  Prior,  *  is  dead ;  I  pray  God  deliver  me  from 
many  such  trials.  I  am  neither  old  nor  philosopher 
enough  to  be  indifferent  at  so  great,  a  loss;  and 
therefore  I  abruptly  conclude^  but  with  the  greatest 
yespect,  my  Lord, 

Your  grace's  most  dutiful, 

and  dbedient  servant, 
JoN.  SwiPT. 


TO  THE  REV.  MR  JACKSON,  AT  GALLS^ 
TOWN-t 

Dublin,  Oct  6,  1721. 
I  HAD  no  mind  to  load  ypu  with  the  secret  of  my 
going,  because  you  should  bear  none  of  tlie  blame. 
I  fell  upon  a  supposition  that  Mr  Rochfort  had  a 
inind  to  keep  me  longer,  which  I  will  allow  in  hint 
and  you,  but  not  one  of  the  family  besides,  who  I 
confess  had  reason  enough  to  be  weary  of  a  man^, 


♦  He4ie4Sept.  18,  1721, 

f  Copied  from  the  original  in  tl^e  possession  of  two  Irish  la- 
died  of  the  name  of  Shenton  (daughters  of  a  late  precentor  of 
Christ-chnrcb,  Dublin.) — N.  From  this  curious  letter,  it  ap- 
pears that  Swift  had  decamped  as  suddenly  from  Gallstown,  as 
he  afterwiirds  did  from  Pope's  house  in  England.  In  the  latter 
case  his  excuse  was  too  legitimate,  being  the  dangerous  illness  of 
Stella.  In  the  former  it  can  only  be  traced  to  a  sudden  fit  of  hu. 
inour  or  spleen,,  which  was  misrepresented  into  disrespect  for  the 
family  in  which  he  had  been  so  hospitably  entertained.  See  th^ 
iptroductory  note  to  the  '^  Country  liife," 
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who  entered  tnta  none  of  their  tiatest-nor  pleasores, 
nor  fancies,  nor  opinions,  nor  ttalk.  I  baited  at 
Clencurry,  and  got  to  Lcdip  between  ^three  and 
four,  saw  the  cnrioalities  there,^  and  the  next  morn- 
ing caaie  to  DnMin  by  eight  o'clock,  and  was  at 
prayam  in  my  cathedral.  There's  a  traveller.  I 
forgot  a  long  treatise  copied  by  my  Irish  secretary, 
which  I  lent  Clem.  Barry .•^Pray  get  it  from  him, 
and  seal  it  up,  and  keep  it,  till  you  get  a  conye- 
nience  of  sending  it.  Desire  Lady  Bet^  to  give 
vou  the  old  silver  box  that  I  carried  the  comfits  in ; 
It  belongs  to  poor  Mrs^<Brent,  and  she  asked  me  for 
it  with  a  sigh.  You  may  trust  it  with  Arthur.  You 
are  now  happy,  and  have  nobody  to  tease  yon  to 
the  par' or  the  saddle.  You  can  sit  in  jbar  night- 
gown till  noon  without^ai^  reproaches. 

I  left  a  note  for  you  with  James  Doyl,  with  com^ 
missibns  which  I  hope  you  will  fulfil,  though  you 
borrow  the  mon^  5  I  will  certainly  be  out  of.  your 
debt  in  all  articles  between  u^  whenyou  come lo 
town,  or  before,  if  you  draw  a  bill  upon  me,  for  now 
I  have  money  and  value  no  man.  I  am  told  lyour 
tribe  here  is  all  well,  though  I  have  seen  none  but 
Jack  Jackson. 

Farewell,  go  to  cards,  and  lose  your  money  with 
greatgravity. 

My  service  to  all  your  girls. 
I  gave  James  Doyl  two  crovi^ns,  ^nd  a  sirict  br^et 
-to  take  care  of  ["»y]  gray^cok,  which  I  desire  you 

will  second. 

I  had  a  perfect,  summer  journey,  and  if  I  bad 

staid  much  longer,  I  should  have  certainly  bad  a 
^winter  one,  which,  with  weak  horses  and  baa  roads, 

would  have  been  a  very  unpleasant  thing. 

'       .  JoN.  Swift. 
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to  THE  REV.  MR  WALL1& 

Dublin,  Nor.  ^  1751. 

You  stole  in  and  out  of  town  without  seeing  either 
the  faultes  or  me;  which  wa»  very  ungratefully  done, 
considering  the  obligations  yoii  have  to  ua,  for  lodg- 
ing; and  dieting  with  you  so  long.   Wb^  did  you  upt 
call  in  the  morning  at  thedeauery?  Besidesi,  we 
redeemed  for  certain  that  you  came  to  stay  a  month 
or  twoy  as  you  told  us  you  intended,    t  hear  you 
w^Fe  so  kind  as  to  be  at  lUuracor,  where. I  hope,  you 
planted  something ;  and  I  intend  to  be  do^n  oitex 
Christnlas,  when  you  must  continue  a  week.    As 
for  your  plstn,  it  is  very  pretty,  too  pretty  for  the 
xise  I  intend  to  make  of  Laracor.    AU  X  would  der 
Bire  is,  what  I  mention  in  the  paper  I  left  you,,  ex- 
<!ept  a  walk  down  to  the  canal,    I  suppose  your 
project  would  cost  me  ten  pounds  and  a  constant 
^gardener.   Pray  come  to  town,  and  stay  some. time, 
and  repi^  yourself  some  of  your  dinners*    I  won- 
der how  a  mischief  vou  came  to  miss  us.     Why 
did  y0u  iH^  set  out  a  Monday,  like  a  true  country 
parson  ?  Besides,  you  lay  a  load  on  us,  in  saying 
one  chief  end  of  your  journey  was  to  see  us :  but 
I  suppose  there  might  be  another  motive,  and  you 
are  like  the  man  that  died  of  love  and  the  colic 
L>et  us  know  whether  you  are  more  or  less  monkish, 
how  long  you  found  yourself  better  by  our  company, 
and  how  long  before  you  recovered  the  charges  we 
put  you  to  ?  The  ladies  assure  you  of  their  hearty 
services;  and  i  am  with  great  truth  and  sincerity. 
Your  most  faithful  humble  servant, 

JoN.  Swift* 
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FROM  LORD  BOUNGBROKE. 

Jan.  1,  1721-2. 
I  RECEIVED  your  letter  of  the  twenty-mnth  of 
September,  above  a  fortnight  ago ;  and  shonld  have 
set  you  an  example,  by  answering  it  immediatdy, 
(which  I  do  not  remember  you  ever  set  me)  if  I 
had  not  been  obliged  to  abandon  the  silence  and 
quiet  of  this  beloved  retreat,  and  to  thrust  myself 
into  the  hurry  and  babble  of  an  impertinent  town. 
In  less  than  ten  days  which  I  spent  at  Paris^  I  was 
more  than  ten  times  on  the  point  of  leaving-  mj^bb- 
siness  there  undone ;  and  yet  this  business  was  to 
save  four-fifths  of  four  hundred  thousand  livres^ 
which  I  have  on  the  town^house;  Testes  misir'ables 
du  nauf rase.de  ma  fortune.  Luckily  I  liad  the  fear 
of  you  b«ore  my  eyes  ;  and  though  I  cannot  hope 
to  deserve  your  esteem  by  growing  rich,  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  avoid  3'our  contempt  by  growing  poor. 
The  expression  is  equivocal ;  a  fault  which  our  lan- 
guage often  betrays  those,  who  scribble  hastily,  into; 
but  your  own  conscience  will  serve  for  a  comment, 
and  fix  the  sense.  Let  me  thank  you  for  remem- 
bering me  in  your  prayers,  and  for  using  your  cre- 
dit above  so  generously  in  my  behalf.  To  despise 
riches  with  Seneca'g  purse,  is  to  have  at  onqe  all  the 
advantages  of  fortune  and  philosophy. 

Quid  voveat  dulci  nutricula  majus  alumno  ? 

You  are  not  like  H.  Guy,*  who,  among  other  ex- 


*  Henry  Guy,  who  had  been  secretary  to  the  treasury  during 
three  successiYC  reigns,  died  February  23,  1710,  and  left  to  Wil*. 
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cellent  pieces  of  advice  gave  me  this,  v^hen  I  first 
came  to  court ;  to  be  very  moderate  and  modest  in 
my  applications  for  my  friends,  and  very  gr^eldy 
and  importunate  when  1  asked  for  myself.  You 
call  Tully  names,  to  revenge  Cato's  quarrel ;  and  to 
revenge  TuUy's,  I  am  ready  to  fall  foul  of  Seneca. 
You  churchmen  have  cried  him  up  for  a  great  saint ; 
and  as  if  you  imagined,  that  to  have  it  believed  that 
he  had  a  month's  mind  to  be  a  Christian,  would 
reflect  some  honour  on  Christianity,  you  employed 
one  of  those  pious  frauds,  so  frequently  practised  in 
the  days  of  primitive  simplicity,  to  impose  on  the 
-world,  a  pretended  correspondence  between  him 
aM.the  great  apostle  of  the  gentiles.*  Your  par- 
tiality in  his  favour  shall  bias  me  no  more,  than 
the  pique  which  Dion  Cassius  and  others  show 
against  him.  Like  an  equitable  judge,  I  shall  only 
tax  him  with  avarice  in  his  prosperity,  adulation  in 
his  adversity,  and  affectation  in  every  state  of  life. 
Were  I  considerable  enough  to  be  banished  from 
my  country,  methinks  I  would  not  purchase  my 
restoration  at  the  expence  of  writing  such  a  letter  to 
the  prince  himself,  as  your  Christian  stoic  wrote  to 


Ham  Piilteney,  Esq.  late  Earl  of  Bath,  near  f or tj  thousand  pounds^ 
with  an  estate  of  about  five  hundred  pounds  a.year ;  as  the  lat- 
ter  owns,  in  his  answer  to  one  part  of  a  late  infamous  libel,  &c. 
published  in  1731,  p.  39— B. 

*  it  consists  of  thirteen  letters,  which  seemed  to  St  Jerome  and 
St  Augustine  to  have  been  genuine.  But  Du  Pin  (Nou?elIe  Bi- 
blioth^que  des  Auteurs  Ecclesiastiques,Tbm.  L  p.  24,  edit.  1690, 
4to.)  acknowledges,  that  they  contain  nothing  worthy  of  the 
apostle  or  philosopher,  and  have  not  the  least  resemblance  to  the 
style  of  either.  This  is  likewise  the  judgment  of  the  mpst  learo- 
i^  among  the  modem  critics.— ^B. 
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thc^  emperor's  slave,  Polybiu^,*  T^us  I  think  of 
the  man,  and  yet  I  read  the  author  with  pleasure ; 
though  I  join  in  condemning  those  points  which 
he  introduced  into  the  Latin  style;  those  eternal 
witticisms  strung  like  beads  together,  and  that  im- 
pudent manner  of  talking  to  the  pas.<$ions»  before  he 
has  gone  about  to  convince  the  judgment ;  which 
Erasmus,  if  I  rerpember  right,  objects  to  him.  He 
is  seldom  instructive,  but  he  is  perpetually  enter- 
taining ;  and  when  he  gives  you  no  new  idea,  he 
reflects  your  qwn  back  upon  you  with  n^w  lustre. 
I  have  lately  writ  ati  excellent  treatise  in  praise  of 
exile.f  Many  of  the  hints  are  taken  from  Coj^g- 
tio  ad  Helviatriy  and  other  parts  of  his  works.  4|lie 
whole  is  turned  in  his  style  and  manner ;  and  tnere 
is  as  much  of  the  spirit  of  the  porttque  as  I  could 
iiifuse,  without  running  too  far  into  the  mirabilia, 
inopitiata^  et  paradoxa^  which  Tully,  and  I  think 
Seneca  himself,  ridicules  the  school  of  Zeno  for^ 
That  you  may  laugh  at  me  in  your  turn,  J  own  in- . 
genuously,  that  I  began  in  jest,  grew  serious  at  the 
third  or  fourth  page,  and  convinced  myself  before 
I  had  done,  of  what  perhaps  I  shall  never  convince 
any  other,  that  a  man  of  sense  and  virtue  majr  be 
unfortunate,  but  can  never  be  unhappy.  Do  not 
imagine,  however,  that  I  have  a  mind  to  quarrel 
with-Aristippus :  he  is  still  my  favourite  among  the 
philosophers ;  and  if  I  find  some  faults  in  him,  they 
are  few  and  venial. 
You  do  me  much  honour,  in  saying,  that  I  put 


*  Seneca  de  Cansolatioiie  ad  Po1ybittm.«-B« 
f  It  is  printed  in  his  Works,  under  the  title  of  <^  Refiectioos 
upon  Exile*"— B. 
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you  in  mind  of  Lord  Digby ;  *  but  say  it  to  no  one 
else,  for  fear  of  passing  for  partial  in  your  parallels^ 
which  has  done  Plutarch  more  hurt  than  it  has  done 
good  to  his  Grecian  heroes,  I  had  forgot,  or  I  ne- 
ver knew,  the  remarkable  passage  which  you  men- 
tion. Great  virtue^  unjustly  persecuted,  may  hold 
such  language,  and  will  be  beard  with  applause; 
,with  general  applause,  I  mean,  not  universal.  There 
was  at  Athens  a  wretch,  who  spit  in  the  face  of  Aris^ 
tides,  as  he  marched  finn,  calm,  and  almost  gay,  to 
execution-  Perhaps  there  was  not  another  man 
among  the  Athenians,  capable  of  the  same  vile  ac- 
tion. And  for  the  honour  of  my  country,  I  will 
believe,  that  there  are.  few  men  in  England,  beside 
Lord  Oxford,  capable  of  hearing  that  strain  of  elo- 
quence, without  admiration.  There  is  a  sort  of 
kindred  in  souls,  and  they  are  divided  into  more 
families  than  we  are  apt  to  imagine,  pigby's  and 
Harley*s  are  absolute  strangers  to  one  another% 
Touch  a  unison,  and  all  the  unisons  will  give  the 
same  sound ;  but  you  may  thrum  a  lute  till  your 
fingers  are  sore,  and  you  will  draw  no  sound  out  of 
a  Jew's  harp. 

I  thank  you  for  correcting  my  inscriptions,  and 
I  thank  you  still  more  for  promising  to  gather  up 
mottoes  for  me,  and  to  write  often  to  me.  I  am  as 
little  given  to  beg  correspondents  as  you  are  to  beg 
pictures ;  but  since  1  cannot  live  with  you,  I  would 
fain  hear  from  you.  To  grow  old  with  good  sense, 
and  a  good  friend,  was  the  wish  of  Thales ;  1  add, 
with  gc^  health  ;  to  enjoy  but  one  and  a  half  of 


*  George,  Lord  Digby,  afterward  Earl  of  Bristol.  Dr  Swift, 
in  a  letter  to  Lord  Bolingbr4>ke,  April  5,  17t9t  styles  Lord  Dig. 
by  the  prototype  of  Lord  Bollnghroke.'^B. 
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these  three,  is  hard.  I  have  heard  of  Prior's  death, 
and  of  his  epitaph ;  *  and  have  Been  a  strange  book, 
writ  by  a  grave  and  eloquent  doctor,  f  about  the 
Duke  of  Buckinghamshire.  People,  who  talk  much 
in  that  moment,  can  have,  as  I  believe,,  but  one  of 
these  two  principles,  fear,  or  vanity.  It  is  there- 
fore much  better  to  hold  one's- tongue.  I  am  sorry, 
that  the  first  of  these  persons,  our  old  acquaintance 
Matt,  lived  so  poor  as  you  represent  him.  I  thought 
tha.t  a  certain  lord,  J  whose  marriage  with  a  certain 
heiress  was  the  yltimate  end  of  a  certain  adminis- 
tration, had  put  him  above  want.  Prior  might 
justly  enough  have  addressed  himself  to  his  young 
■■  >  '  ■  ■      ■  ■ 

♦  In  the  following  triplet,  written  by  himself: 

^  To  me  'tis  ^ven  to  die :  to  yoa  'tis  given  "^ 
To  live.  Alas !  one  moment  sets  us  even  ;  ,  > 
Mark  how  impartial  is  the  vnll  of  Heaven  V*        j 

Bp.  Atterbury,  in  a  letter  to  Mr  Pope,  dated  Sept.  27,  1721, 
sajs,  '^  I  had  not  strength  enough  to  attend  Mr  Prior  to  his 
grave }  else  I  would  have  done  it,  to  have  showed  his  friends, 
that  I  had  forgot  and  forgiven  what  he  wrote  on  me.  He  was 
buried  as  he  desired,  at  the  feet  of  Spenser. ,  I  will  take  care  to 
make  good,  in  every  respect,  what  I  said  to  him  when  living, 
particularly  as  to  the  triplet  he  wrote  for  his  own  epitaph ; 
-which,  while  we  were  on  good  terms,  I  promised  him  should 
pever.  appear  on  his  tomb  while  t  was  De^n  of  Westminster.*' 
Attcrbury's  Epistolary  Correspondence,  1799,  Vol.  II.  p..  117. 
The  quarrel  between  those  eminent  men  arose  from  Prior's  siding 
with  Oxford  against  Atterbury  and  Bolingbroke  in  the  last  year 
of  Queen  Anne.  Prior  speaks  with  as4)erity  of  Rochesler  in  % 
preceding  letter  to  Swift. 

+  Richard  Fiddcs,  D.  D.  published  in  1721,  in  octavo,  "  A 
Letter  in  Answer  to  one  from  a  Freethinker  ;  occasioned  by  the 
late  Duke  of  Buckinghamshire's  Epitaph  ;  wherein  certain  p3Sm 
sages  in  it  that  have  been  thought  exceptionable,  are  vindicated ; 
and  the  doctrine  of  the  soul's  immortality  asserted,  &c."  This 
was  followed  by  a  Second  letter,  published  the  same  year.— B. 

X  Edward  Lord  Harley,  who  married  in  October,  1713,  the 
Lady  Henrietta  Cavendish  Holies,  <mly  daughter  wid  beirof  Johft 
Duke  of  I^ewcastle.— fi. 
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patron,  as  our  friend  Aristippus  did  to  Dionysius^ 
•*  you  have  money,  which  I  want ;  I  have  wit  and 
knowledge  which  you  want/*  I  long  to  see  your 
**  Travels ;"  *  for,  take  it  as  you  will,  I  do  not  re- 
tract what  I  said.  1  will  undertake  to  find,  in  two 
pages  of  your  bagatelles,  more  good  sense,  useful 
knowledge,  and  true  religion,  than  you  can  show 
me  in  the  works  of  nineteen  in  twenty  of  the  pro- 
found divines  and  philosophers  of  the  age. 

I  am  obliged  to  return  to  Paris  in  a  month  or  six 
weeks  time,  and  from  thence  will  send  you  my  pic- 
ture. Would  to  Heaven  I  could  send  you  as  like  a 
picture  of  my  mind :  you  would  find  yourself,  in 
that  draught,  the  object  of  the  truest  esteem,  and 
the  sincerest  friendship. 


FROM  DR  SNAPE. 

Windsor,  April  23,  172?- 

Rbvebend  Sib, 
I  take  the  opportunity  of  two  of  our  choir  going 
over  to  try  their  fortune  in  your  country,' at  once  to 
return  my  thanks  for  a  very  obliging  letter  you  fa- 
voured me  with  some  years  ago,  and  your  kind 
interpretation  of  my  endeavours  at  that  time  to  as- 
sert the  cause  of  our  establishment  against  a  pre^ 
late  t  who  was  undermining  it;  and  also  to  recom- 
mend to  your  favour  the  bearer,  Mr  Elford  ;  who. 


♦  GulliYcr's.— N. 

4*  Bishop  Huadley.— B.     Against  whose  low-church  sermon 
Dr  Snape  had  writtea  a  criticism. 
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npon  the  encouragement  of  your  worthy  primate, 
is  going  to  settle  at  Armagh*  I  cannot  pretend  to 
say,  be  has  the  same  compass  of  voice  with  his 
late  brother,  whom  the  good  queen  so  mudi  ad- 
mired; but  I  win  venture  to  say,  he  has  a  greater 
compass  of  understanding,  and,. upon  the  whole, 
that  he  is  a  good  choirman.  The  other,  thai  bears 
him  company,  was  a  very  useful  chorister'  to  us; 
His  voice,  since  its  breaking,  is  somewhat  harsl^ 
but  I  believe  will  grow  mellower*  If  you  find 
either  of  them  for  your  purpose,  espec^y  the 
bearer,  when  you  have  a  vacancy  in  your  church,  I 
shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  for  any  favour  you 
are  pleased  to  show ;  and  be  ready  to  approve  mjr^ 
self  on  any  occasion,  reverend  Sir, 

Your  most  obliged  and  affectionate  servant, 

A.  Snapb. 


TO  ROBERT  COPE,  ESa 

Dnblin,  Oct  9.  172^ 
I  AM  but  just  come  to  town,  and  therefore  look 
upon  myself  to  have  just  left  Loughgall,  and  that 
this  is  the  first  opportuni^  I  have  of  writing*  to 
you. 

Strange  revolutions  since  I  left  you :  a  bishop  ^ 
of  my  old  acquaintance  in  the  Tower  for  treasoq, 
and  a  doctor  of  my  new  acquaintance  made  a  bi- 


*  Dr  Atterbnrj,  Bitliop  of  Rodiesfer,  at  tUs  tiiiie  imprisoned 
for  hb  shaie  in  what  was  called  Sayer*8  plot,  in  £iToar  of  the 
Chefalier  St  Gmge,  for  which  lie  was  alferwanb  baaidied  bjr 
act  of  attainder. 
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j^hop.  *  I  hope  you  are  returned  with  success  from 
your  Connaught  journey,  and  that  you  tired  your* 
$elf  more  than  you  expected  in  taking  the  compasd 
of  your  new  land ;  the  consequence  of  which  must 
be,  that  you  will  continue  needy  some  years  longer 
than  you  intended.  Your  new  bishop  Bolton  was 
born  to  be  my  tormentor ;  he  ever  opposed  me  as 
my  subject,  t  and  now  has  left  me  embroiled  for 
want  of  him.  The  government,  in  consideration  of 
the  many  favours  they  have  shown  me,  would  fain 
have  me  give  St  Bride's  to  some  one  of  their  hang- 
dogs, that  Dr  Howard  may  come  into  St  Wer- 
burgh's.  So  that  I  must  either  disoblige  whig  and 
tory  in  my  chapter,  or  be  ungrateful  to  my  patrons 
in  power.  When  you  come  to  town,  you  must  be 
rea!dy,  at  what  time  you  hear  the  sound  of  tabret, 
harp,  &c.  to  worship  the  brazen  image  set  up,  or 
else  be  cast  into  a  cold  watery  furnace ;  I  have  not 
yet  seen  it,  for  it  does  not  lie  in  my  walks,  and  I 
want  curiosity.  The  wicked  tories  themselves  be- 
gin now  to  believe  there  was  something  of  a  plot ; 
and  every  plot  costs  Ireland  more  than  any  plot  can 
be  worth.  The  court  has  sent  a  demand  here  for 
more  money  by  three  times  than  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  treasury,  and  all  the  collectors  of  this  king- 
dom put  together.  I  escaped  hanging  very  nar- 
rowly a  month  ago ;  for  a  letter  from  Preston,  di- 
rected to  me,  was  opened  in  the  post-office,  and 
sealed  again  in  a  very  slovenly  manner,  when  Man- 
ly found  it  only  contained  a  request  from  a  poor 
curate.     This  hath  determined  me  against  writing 


»  Dr  Theophilus  Bolton,  Bishop  of  Clonfert,  Sept.  I2y  1729 ; 
and  in  1729  archbishop  of  Cashell. 

t  Dr  fioitoQ  had  been  chancellor  of  St  Patrick's. 
VOL.  XVI.  D  d 
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treason :  however  I  am  not  certain  that  this  letter 
may  not  be  interpreted  as  comforting  his  most  ex- 
cellent majesty's  enemies,  since  you  have  been  a 
state  prisoner.  Pray  God  keep  all  honest  men  out 
of  the  hands  of  lions  and  bears,  and  uncircumcised 
Philistines  ! — I  hoped  my  brother  Orrery  *  had  lo- 
ved his  land  too  much  to  hazard  it  on  revolution 
principles.  I  am  told  that  a  lady  of  my  acquaint- 
ance was  the  discoverer  of  this  plot,  having  a  lover 
among  the  true  whigs,  whom  she  preferred  before 
an  old  battered  husband. 

You  never  saw  any  thing  so  fine  as  my  new  Dub- 
lin plantations  of  elms  ;  I  wish  you  would  come; 
and  visit  them;  and  I  am  very  strong  in  wioe, 
though  not  so  liberal  of  it  as  you.  It  is  said  that 
Kelly  the  parson  f  is  admitted  to  Kelly  the  squire;  J 
and  that  they  are  cooking  up  a  discovery  between 
them,  for  the  improvement  of  the  hempen  manu- 
facture. It  is  reckoned  that  the  best  trade  in  Lon- 
don this  winter  will  be  that  of  an  evidence.  As 
much  as  I  hate  the  tories,  I  cannot  but  pity  them 
as  fools.     Some  think  likewise,  that  the  pretender 


*  Charles  Boyle,  Earl  of  Orrery,  an  accomplished  and  literary 
character,  inventor  of  the  philosophical  instrument  to  which  be 
bequeathed  his  name,  was  about  this  time  apprehended,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Tower,  for  some  real  or  supposed  accession  to  the 
plot  which  cost  Atterbury  so  dear. 

f  George  Kelly,  who  went  under  the  name  of  Johnson,  an 
Irish  clergyman,  was  apprehended  by  three  messengers  as  an  ac- 
cessory to  Sayer's  plot :  he  defended  himself  until,  he  bad  burn- 
ed a  parcel  of  papers,  and  then  surrendered  himself.  He  was  a 
nonjuring  clergyman,  and  is  stated  in  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  the  House  of  Commons,  to  have  been  the  person  princi* 
pally  entrusted  by  the  Bishop  of  Rochester. 

j:  Captain  Dennis  Kelly,  a  gentleman  of  fortune  in  Ireland| 
was  also  apprehended  as  an  active  a|;ent  in  Atterbury 's  plot. 
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6ught  to  hav^  his  chaice  of  two  caps,  a  red  cap  or 
a  fool's  cap.  It  is  a  wonderful  thing  to  see  the 
tories  provoking  his  present  majesty,  whose  cle- 
mency, mercy,  and  forgiving  temper,  have  been 
so  signal,  so  extraordinary,  so  more  than  humane^ 
during  the  whole  course  of  his  reign ;  which  plain- 
ly appears^  not  only  from  his  own  speeches  and  de- 
clarations, but  also  from  a  most  ingenious  pamphlet 
just  come  over,  relating  to  the  wicked  Bishop  of  Ro- 
chester. But  enough  of  politics.  I  have  no  town 
news :  I  have  seen  nobody  :  I  have  heard  nothing. 
Old  Rochfort  has  got  a  dead  palsy.  Lady  Betty 
has  been  long  ill.  Dean  Percivale  has  answered 
the  other  dean's  journal  in  Grub  Street,  justly  tax- 
ing him  for  avarice  and  want  of  hospitality.  Ma- 
dam Percivale  absolutely  denies  all  the  facts :  in- 
sists that  she  never  made  candles  of  dripping  ;  that 
Charley  never  had  the  chincough,  &c. 

My  most  humble  service  to  Mrs  Cope,  who  en- 
tertained that  covetous  lampooning  dean  much  bet- 
ter than  he  deserved.  Remember  me  to  honest 
Nanty  and  boy  Barclay. 

Ever  yours,  &c. 

JoN.  Swift. 


TO  THE  EARL  OF  OXFORD. 

October  11,  1722. 
My  Lord, 
I  OFTEN  receive  letters  franked  Oxford^  but  al- 
ways find  them  written  and  subscribed  by  your 
lordship's  servant  Mynett.  His  meaning  is  some 
business  of  his  own,  wherein  I  am  his  solicitor; 
but  he  makes  his  court  by  giving  me  an  account  of 
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the  state  of  your  family ;  and  perpettially  adds  a 
clause,  '^  TImt  your  lordship  §0011  intends  to  write 
to  me."  I  knew  you  indeed  when  yoii  were  not  so 
great  a  man,  as  you  are  now^  1  mean  when  you  were 
treasurer ;  but  you  are  .growii  so  proud-  sii^ce'  your 
retirement,  that  there  is  no  enduring  you*:  and  you 
have  reason^  for  you  never  acted  so  difficult  aipart 
of  life  before.  In  the  two  great  scenes  of  power 
and  persecution  you  have  excelled  mankind ;  ^ 
in  this  of  retirement,  you  have  most  inj«iriouslyi  fo^ 
gotten  your  friends.  Poor  Prior  often  sent  me  hie 
complaints  on  this  occasion :  and  I  ha^e  returned 
him  mine;  I  never  courted  your  adquaialaiice 
when  you  governed  Europe,  but  you  courted  "mine:; 
and  now  you  neglect  me,  when  I  use  all  mjy  iasi- 
nuations  to  keep  myself  in  your  memory^.  lam 
very  sensible,  that  next  to  receiving  thanks:  and 
compliments,  there  is  nothing  you  more: hate  ^hati 
writing  letters :  but,  since  I. never; gave  you  thianks, 
nor  made  you  compliments,  I  have  so  muchi  moi^e 
merit  than  any  of  those  thousands  whcMn  youhave 
less  obliged,  by  only  making  their  fortunes,  without 
taking  them  into  your  friendship,  as  you  did  me; 
whom  you  always  countenanced  in  too  public  and 
particular  a  manner  to  be  forgotten,  either  by  the 
world  or  myself;  for  which,  never  man  was  more 
proud,  or  less  vain. 

I  have  now  been  ten' years  soliciting  for  your  pic- 
ture; and  if  I  had  solicited  you  for  a  thousand 
pounds  (1  mean  of  your  money,  not  the  public) 
I  could  have  prevailed  in  ten  days.  You  have  given 
me  many  hundred  hours ;  can  you  not  now  give  me 
a  couple  ?  have  my  mortifications  been  so  few,  or 
are  you  so  malicious  to  a£dd  a  greater  than  I  ever 
yet  suffered  ?  did  you  ever  refuse  me  any  thing  I 
asked  you  ?  and  will  you  now  begin  ?  In  my  cott- 
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science,  I  believe,  and  by  the  whole  conduct  of 
jour  life  I  have  reason  to  believe,  that  you  are  too 
poor  to  bear  the  expence.  I  ever  told  you^  I  was 
die  richer  man  of  the  two  :  and  I  am  now  richer  by 
five  hundred  pounds,  than  I  was  at  the  time  when 
I  was  boasting  at  your  table  of  my  wealth,  before 
Diamond  Pitt.* 

I  have  hitherto  taken  up  with  a  scurvy  print  of 
you,  under  which  I  have  placed  this  lemma : 

Feteres  actus  primamque  juventam 


Prosequar  ^  ad  sese  mentem  prcesentia  ducunt* 

And  this  I  will  place  under  your  picture,  whenever 
you  are  rich  enough  to  send  it  me.  I  will  only 
promise,  in  return,  that  it  shall  never  lose  you  the 
reputation  of  poverty ;  which,  to  one  of  your  birth, 
patrimony,  and  employments,  is  one  of  the  greatest 
glories  of  your  life,  and  so  shall  be  celebrated  by 
me. 

I  entreat  your  lordship,  if  your  leisure  and  your 
health  will  permit,  to  let  me  know  when  1  can 
be  a  month  with  you  at  Brampton  castle ;  because 
I  have  a  great  deal  of  business  with  you  thai  relates 
to  posterity.  Mr  Mynett  has,  for  some  time,  led 
me  an  uncomfoi^able  life,  with  his  ill  accounts  of 
your  health ;  but,  God  be  thanked,  his  style  of  late 
is  much  sdtered  for  the  better. 

My  hearty  and  constant  prayers  are  perpetually 
offered  up  for  the  preservation  of  you  and  your  ex- 
cellent family.   Pray,  my  lord,  write  to  me :  or  ydu 


*  Thomas  Pitt,  Esq.  who  amassed  great  riches  as  goYernor  of 
Fort  St  George,  in  the  East  Indies :  he  was  noted  as  proprietor 
of  the  celebrated  diamond,  to  which  he  gaye  a  name,  as  he  took  a 
designation  froiQ  it    It  was  esteemed  the  hirgest  in  the  world. 
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never  loved  me,  or  I  have  done  something  to  de- 
serve your  displeasure.  My  Lord  and  Lady  Har- 
riot, my  brother  and  sister,*  pretend  to  atone  by 
making  me  fine  presents;  but  I  would  have  his 
lordship  know,  that  I  would  value  two  of  his  lineSi^ 
more  than  two  of  his  manors,  &c. 


FROM  MR  GAY. 

London,  Dec.  22, 1722. 
Dear  Sir, 
After  every  post-day,  for  these  eight  or  nine 
years  I  have  been  troubled  with  an  uneasiaess  of 
spirit,  and  at  last  I  have  resolved  to  get  rid  of  it,  and 
write  to  you.  I  do  not  deser\'^e  you  should  think  so 
well  of  me  as  I  really  deserve  ;  for  I  have  not  pro- 
fessed to  you,  that  I  love  you  as  much  as  ever  I  did: 
but  you  are  the  only  person  of  my  acquaintance 
almost  that  does  not  know  it.  Whomever  I  see 
that  comes  from  Ireland,  the  first  question  I  ask  is 
after  your  health ;  of  which  I  had  the  pleasure  to 
hear  very  lately  from  Mr  Berkeley.  I  think  of  you 
very  often :  nobody  wishes  you  better,  or  longs  more 
to  see  you.  Duke  Disney,  who  knows  more  news 
than  any  man  alive,  told  me  I  should  certainly  meet 
you  at  the  Bath  this  season :  but  I  had  one  comfort 
in  being  disappointed,  that  you  did  not  want  it  for 


♦  The  members  of  the  club  of  sixteen  all  called  one  another 
brothers,  and  consequently  their  wiyes  were  sisters  to  the  seTeral 
members. — D.  S. 
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your  health.  I  was  there  for  near  eleven  weeks 
for  a  colic,  that  I  have  been  often  troubled  with  of 
late ;  but  have  not  found  all  the  benefit  I  expect* 
ed.» 

I  lodge  at  present  in  Burlington-house,  and  have 
received  many  civilities  from  many  great  men,  but 
very  few  real  benefits.  They  wonder  at  each  other 
for  not  providing  for  me;  and  I  wonder  at  them  all. 
Experience  has  given  me  some  knowledge  of  them  5 
so  that  I  can  say,  that  it  is  not  in  their  power  to 
disappoint  me.  You  find  I  talk  to  you  of  myself; 
I  wish  you  would  reply  in  the  same  manner.  I  hope, 
though  you  have  not  heard  of  me  so  long,  I  have 
not  lost  my  credit  with  you ;  but  that  you  will  think 
of  me  in  the  same  manner,  as  when  you  espoused 
my  cause  so  warmly,  which  my  gratitude  never  can 
forget.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obliged,  and  sincere  humble  servant, 

J.  Gay. 

P.  S.  Mr  Pope,  upon  reading  over  this  letter,  de- 
sired me  to  tell  you,  that  he  has  been  just  in  the 
same  sentiments  with  me,  in  regard  to  you,  and 
shall  never  forget  his  obligations  to  you. 


♦  In  a  letter  to  Gay,  during  his  illness,  Mr  Pope  says,  ^^  If, 
as  I  believe,  the  air  of  a  better  clime,  as  the  southern  part  of 
France,  may  be  thought  useful  for  your  recoyery^  thither  I 
i¥ould  go  with  you  infallibly  ;  and  it  is  very  probable  we  n^ight 
get  the  Dean  with  us,  who  is  in  that  abandoned  state  already  ia 
nhich  I  shall  shortly  be  as  to  other  cares  and  duties.'' 
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TO  DR  SHERIDAN. 

Dublin,  Dec.  22,  1722. 

What  care  we,  whether  you  swim  or  sink  ?  Is 
this  a  time  to  talk  of  boats,  or  a  time  to  sail  in  them, 
when  I  am  shuddering?  or  a  time  to  build  boat- 
houses,  or  pay  for  carriage  ?  No;  but  toward  sum- 
mer, I  promise  hereby  under  my  hand  to  subscribe 
a  (guinea)  *  shilling  for  on,e ;  or,  if  you  please  me, 
what  is  blotted  out,  or  something  thereabouts,  and  the 
ladies  shall  subscribe  three  thirteens  between  them, 
and  Mrs  Brent  a  pemiy,  and  Robert  .and  Archy 
halfpence  a-piece,.  and.the  old  man  a,nd.womana 
farthing  each;  in  short  I  will  be  your  (collector,  and 
we  wiU  send  it  down  full  of  wine,  a  fortnight 
before  we  go  at  Whitsuntide.  You  will  make  eight 
thousand  blunders  in  your  planting :  and  who  csn 
help  it  ?  for  I  cannot  be  with  you.  My  horses  eat 
hay,-  and  I  hold  my  visitation  on  January  7,  just  in 
the  midst  of  Christmas.  Mrs  Brent  is  angry,  and 
swears  as  much  as  a  fanatic  can  do,  that  she  will 

subscribe  sixpence  to  your  boat. Well,  I  shall 

be  a  countryman  when  you  are  not;  we  are  now 
at  Mr  Fad's,  f  with  Dan  and  Sam ;  and  I  steal  out 
while  they  are  at  cards,  like  a  lover  writing  to  his 
mistress.— -We  have  no  news  in  our  town.  The  ladies 
have  left  us  to-day,  and  I  promised  them  that  you 
would  carry  your  club  to  Arsellagh,  when  you  are 
weary  of  one  another.   You  express  your  happiness 


*  The  ^ord  guinea  is  strnck  through  with  a  pen  in  t||p 
copy.— F. 
+  Faden.— F. 
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with  grief  in  one  hand,  and  sorrow  in  the  other. 
What  fowl  have  you  but  the  weep  ?  what  hairs,  but 
Mrs  Macfaden's  grey  hairs  ?  what  pease  but  your 
own  ?  Your  mutton  and  your  wether  are  both  very 
bad,  and  so  is  your  wedder  mutton.  Wild  fowl  is 
what  we  like. — How  will  this  letter  get  to  you  ? — 
A  fortnight  good  from  this  morning,  you  will  find 
Quilca  not  the  thing  it  was  last  August ;  nobody  to 
relish  the  lake ;  nobody  to  ride  over  the  downs ;  no 
trout  to  be  caught ;  no  dining  over  a  well ;  no  night 
heroics,  no  morning  epics;  no  stolen  hour  when 
the  wife  is  gone ;  no  creature  to  call  you  names. 
Poor  miserable  master  Sheridan !  No  blind  harpers! 
nojoumies  to  Rantavan !  Answer  all  this,  and  be 
my  magnus  Apollo.  We  have  new  plays  and  new 
libels,  and  nothing  valuable  is  old  but  Stella,  whose 
bones  she  recommends  to  you.  Dan  desires  to  know 
whether  you  saw  the  advertisement  of  your  being 
robbed — and  so  I  conclude,    - 

Yours,  &c.        T. 


TO  MR  GAY. 


Dublin,  Jtn.  8^  1722-3. 

Coming  home  after  a  short  Christmas  ramble,  I 
found  a  letter  upon  my  table,  and  little  expected 
when  I  opened  it  to  read  your  name  at  the  bottom. 
The  best  and  greatest  part  of  my  life,  until  these  last 
eight  years,  I  spent  in  England ;  there  I  made  my 
friendships,  and  there  I  left  my  desires.  I  am  con- 
demned for  ever  to  another  country;  what  is  in 
j[>rudence  to  be  done?  I  think  to  be  oblitusque 
meorttm^  ohliviscendus  et  Hits.     What  can  be  the 
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design  of  your  letter  but  malice,  to  wake  mis  out  oi 
a  scurvy  sleep,  which,  however,  is  better  than  none! 
I  am  towards  nine  years  older  since  I  left  you,  yet 
that  is  the  least  of  my  alterations ;  my  business,  my 
diversions,  my  conversations,  are  all  entirely  changed 
for  the  worse,  and  so  are  my  studies  and  my  amuse- 
ments in  writing ;  yet,  after  all,  this  humdrum  way 
of  life  might  be  passable  enough,  if  you  would  let 
me  alone.  I  shall  not  be  able  to  relish  my  wine, 
my  parsons,  my  horses,  nor  my  garden,  for  three 
months,  until  the  spirit  you  have  raised  shsill  be 
dispossessed.  I  have  sometimes  wondered  that  I 
have  not  visited  you,  but  I  have  been  stopped  by 
too  many  reasons,  besides  years  atid  laziness,  and 
yet  these  are  very  good  ones.  Upon  my  return  after 
half-a-year  among  you,  there  would  be  to  me  desi^ 
derio  nee  pudor  nee  modus.  I  was  three  years  re- 
conciling myself  to  the  scene,  and  the  business,  to 
which  fortune  had  condemned  me,  and  stupidity 
was  what  I  had  recourse  to.  Besides,  what  a  figure 
should  I  make  in  London,  while  my  friends  are  in 
poverty,  'exile,  diistress,  or  imprisonment,  and  my 
enemies  with  rods  of  iron  ?  Yet  I  often  threatened 
myself  with  the  journey,  and  am  every  summer 
practising  to  ride  and  get  health  to  bear  it:  the 
only  inconvenience  is,  that  I  grow  old  in  the  ex- 
periment. Although  I  care  not  to  talk  to  you  as  a 
divine,  yet  I  hope  you  have  not  been  author  of 
your  colic :  do  you  drink  bad  wine,  or  keep  bad 
company  ?  Are  you  not  as  many  years  older  as  I  ? 
It  will  not  be  always  et  tibi  quos  mihi  dempserit  ap- 
ponet  annos.  I  am  heartily  sorry  you  have  any 
dealings  with  that  ugly  distemper,  and  I  believe  our 
friend  Arbuthnot  will  recommend  you  to  temperance 
and  exercise.  I  wish  they  could  have  as  good  an 
effect  upon  tlie  giddiness  I  am  subject  to,  and  which 
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this  moment  I  am  not  free  from.     I  should  have  been 
glad  if  you  had  lengthened  your  letter  by  telling  me 
the  present  condition  of  many  of  my  old  acquaintance, 
Congreve,  Arbuthnot,  Lewis,  &c.  but  you  mention 
only  Mr  Pope,  who,  I  believe,  is  lazy,  or  else  he 
might  have  added  three  lines  of  his  own.     I  am  ex- 
tremely glad  he  is  not  in  your  case  of  needing  great 
men's  favour,  and  could  heartily  wish  that  you  were 
in  his.     I  have  been  considering  why  poets  have 
such  ill  success  in  making  their  court,  since  they  are 
allowed  to  be  the  greatest  and  best  of  all  flatterers : 
the  defect  is  that  they  flatter  only  in  print  or  in 
writing,  but  not  by  word  of  mouth :  they  will  give 
things  under  their  hand  which  they  make  a  con- 
science of  speaking.     Besides,  they  are  too  libertine 
to  haunt  antichambers,  too  poor  to  bribe  porters 
and  footmen,  and  too  proud  to  cringe  to  second- 
hand favourites  in  a  great  family.     Tell  me,  are  you 
not  under  original  sin  by  the  dedication  of  your 
eclogues  to  Lord  Bolingbroke?  I  am  an  ill  judge 
at  this  distance  ^    and  besides,  am,  for  my  ease, 
utterly  ignorant  of  the  commonest  things  that  pass 
in  the  world;  but  if  all  courts  have  a  sameness  in 
them  (as  the  parsons  phrase  it)  things  may  be  as  they 
were  in  my  time,  *  when  all  employments  went  to 
parliament-mens  friends,   wiio  had  been  useful  in 
elections,  and  there  was  always  a  huge  list  of  names 
in  arrears  at  the  treasury,  which  would  at  least  take 
up   your  seven  years  expedient  to  discharge  even 
one-half.     I  am   of  opinion,  if  you  will   not  be 
offended,  that  the  surest  course  would  be  to  get 
your  friend  who  lodged  in  your  house,  tp  recom- 


♦  At  what  period  of  time,  in  the  English  history,  was  not  this 
the  case,  and  the  true  state  of  things  ?— Dr  Wabton. 
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mend  you  to  the  next  chief  governor  who  comes 
over  here,  for  a  good  civil  employment,  or  to  be 
one  of  his  secretaries,  which  your  parliament-men 
are  fond  enough  of,  when  there  is  no  room  at  home. 
The  wine  is  good  and  reasonable  j  you  may  dine 
twice  a- week  at  the  deanery  house;  there  is  a  set  of 
company  in  this  town  sufficient  for  one  man ;  folks 
will  admire  you,  because  they  have  read  you,  and 
read  of  you ;  and  a  good  employment  will  make  you 
live  tolerably  in  London,  or  sumptuously  here :  or 
if  you  divide  between  both  places,  it  will  be  for 
your  health. 

I  wish  I  could  do  more  than  say  I  love  you. 
I  left  you  in  a  good  way  both  for  the  late  court, 
and  the  successors ;  and  by  the  force  of  too  much 
honesty  or  too  little  sublunary  wisdom,  you  fell 
between  two  stools.  Take  care  of  your  health 
.  and  money ;  be  less  modest  and  more  active ;  or 
else  turn  parson  and  get  a  bishoprick  here.  Would 
to  God  they  would  send  us  as  good  ones  from  your 
$ide !     I  am  ever,  &c. 

Joi^.  Swift. 


FROM  MR  POPE. 


Jan.  12,  1722-3. 

I  FIND  a  i^ebuke  in  a  letter  of  yours  that  both 
stings  and  pleases  me  extremely,  i  our  saying  that 
1  ought  to  have  writ  a  postscript  to  my  friend  Gay's, 
makes  me  not  content  to  write  less  than  a  whole 
letter ;  and  your  seeming  to  take  his  kindly,  gives 
me  hopes  you  will  look  upon  this  as  a  sincere  effect 
tf  friendship.     Indeed  as  I   cannot  but  own  the 
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lasiness  with  which  you  tax  me,  and  with  which  I 
may  equally  charge  you,  for  both  of  us  have  had 
(and  one  of  us  has  both  had  aad  givea*)  a  surfeit 
of  writing ;  so  I  really  thought  you  would  know 
jnourself  to  be  so  certainly  entitled  to  my  friendship^ 
that  it  was  a  possession  you  could  not  imagine  stood 
in  need  of  any  further  deeds  or  writings  to  assure 
you  of  it. 

Whatever  you  seem  to  think  of  your  withdrawn 
and  separate  state  at  this  distance,  and  in  this  ab- 
sence. Dean  Swift  still  lives  in  England,  in  every 
place  and  company  where  he  would  choose  to  live ; 
and  T  find  him  in  all  the  conversations  I  keep,  and 
in  all  the  hearts  in  which  I  desire  any  share. 

We  have  never  met  these  many  years  without 
mention  of  you.  Beside  my  old  acquaintance^/  I " 
have  found  that  all  my  friends  of  a  later  date,  are 
such  as  were  yours  before;  Lord  Oxford,  Lord  Har- 
court,  and  Lord  Harley,  may  look  upon  me  as  one. 
entailed  upon  them  by  you:  -f  Lord  Bolingbroke  is 
now  returned  (as  I  hope)  to  take  me  with  all  his 
other  hereditary  rights;  and,  indeed,  he  seems 
grown  so  much  a  philosopher,  as  to. set  his  heart 
upon  some  of  them  as  little,  as  upon  the  poet  you 
gave  him.  It  is  surely  my  ill  fate,  that  all  those  I 
most  loved,  and  with  whom  I  most  lived,  must  be 
banished.  After  both  of  you  left  England,  my  con* 
stant  host  was  the  Bishop  of  Rochester.  J  Sure 
this  is  a  nation  that  is  cursedly  afraid  of  being  over- 
run with  too  much  politeness,  and  cannot  regain  one 


*  AlladiBg  to  his  large  work  on  Homer .^-i-WAUBURTON. 

f  This  circnmttaiice  Is  curious,  as  it  shews  to  whom  Pope 
was  indebted  for  his  introduction  to  Lords  Oiipr^^  Harcourt^ 
aad  Bolingbroke. — Bowles. 

J  Dr  Atterbury.-^WABBUBTON, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


430  finSTOLAHY  CORR£SP0XDEKG£« 

great  genius  at  the  expense  of  another.  *  I  tremHe 
for  my  Lord  Peterborow,  whom  I  now  lodge  with  ; 
he  has  too  much  wit,  as  well  as  courage,  to  make  a 
solid  general :  f  and  if  he  escapes  being  banished* 
by  others,  I  fear  he  will  banish  himself.  This  leads 
me  to  give  you  some  account  of  the  manner  of  my 
life  and  conversation,  which  has  been  infinitely 
more  various  and  dissipated,  than  when  you  knew 
me  and  cared  for  me ;  and  among  all  sexes,  parties^ 
and  professions.  J  A  glut  of  study  and  retirement 
in  the  first  part  of  my  life,  cast  me  into  this ;  and 
this  I  begin  to  see,  will  throw  me  again  into  study 
and  retirement. 

The  civilities  I  have  met  with  from  opposite  sets 
of  people,  have  hindered  me  from  being  violent  or 
sour  to  any  party ;  but  at  the  same  time  the  obser- 
vations and  experiences  I  cannot  but  have  collected 
have  made  me  less  fond  of,  and  less  surprised  at, 
any:  I  am  therefore  the  more  afflicted,  and  the 
more  angry,  at  the  violences  and  hardships  I  see 
practised  by  either.  The  merry  vein  you  knew 
me  in,  is  sunk  into  a  turn  of  reflection,  that  has  made 


♦  The  Bishop  of  Rochester  thought  this  to  be  indeed  the  case ; 
and  that  the  price  agreed  on  for  Lord  Bolingbroke'^s  return,  was 
his  banishmeot ;  an  imagination  which  so  stronglj  possessed  him 
when  he  went  abroad,  that  all  the  expostulations  of  bis  friends 
could  not  convince  him  of  the  folly  of  it.-— Warburton. 

+  This  Mr  Walsh  seriously  thought  to  be  the  case,  where,  in 
a  letter  to  Mr  Pope,  Sept.  9,  1716,  he  says :  **  When  we  were 
io  the  north,  my  Lord  Wharton  showed  me  a  letter  he  had  re. 
ceived  from  a  certain  great  general  in  Spain  (Lord  Peterborow.) 
I  told  him  I  would  by  all  means  have  that  general  recalled,  and 
set  to  writing  here  at  home,  for  it  was  impossible  that  a  man  with 
so  much  wit  as  he  showed,  could  be  fit  to  command  an  army,  or 
do  any  other  business.''— Warborton. 

t  This  affected  cant  has  been  properly  adyerted  to  by  Joha-^ 
son.— Bowles. 
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the  world  pretty  indifferent  to  me ;  and  yet  I  have 
acquired  a  quietness  of  mind,  which  by  fits  improves 
into  a  certain  degree  of  cheerfulness,  enough  to  make 
me  just  so  good  humoured  as  to  wish  that  world  well. 
My  friendships  are  increased  by  new  ones,  yet  no 
part  of  the  warmth  I  felt  for  the  old  is  diminished. 
Aversions  I  have  none,  but  to  knaves,  (for  fools  I 
have  learned  to  bear  with)  and  such  I  cannot  be 
commonly  civil  to  ;  for  I  think  those  men  are  next 
to  knaves  who  cotiverse  with  them.     The  greatest 
man  in  power  of  this  sort  shall  hardly  make  me 
bow  to  him,  unless  I  had  a  personal  obligation,  and 
that  I  will  take  care  not  to  have.     The  top  pleasure 
of  my  life  is  one  I  learned  from  you,  both  how  to 
gain,  and  how  to  use  the  freedom  of  friendship, 
with  men  much  my  superiors.     To  have  pleased 
great  men,  according  to  Horace,  is  a  praise;  but 
not  to  have  flattered  them,  and  yet  not  have  dis- 
pleased them,  is  a  greater.     I  have  carefully  avoided 
all  intercourse   with  poets  and  scribblers,  unless 
-where  by  great  chance  I  have  found  a  modest  one. 
By  these  means  I  have  had  no  quarrels  with  any 
personally ;  none  have  been  enemies,  but  who  were 
also  strangers  to  me ;  and  as  there  is  no  great  need 
for  an  feclaircissement  with  such,  whatever  they  writ 
or  said  I  never  retaliated,  not  only  never  seeming 
to  know,  but  often  really  never  knowing,  any  thing 
of  the  matter.     There  are  very  few  things  that  give 
me  the  anxiety  of  a  wish:    the  strongest  I  have 
would  be  to  pass  my  days  with  you,  and  a  few  such 
as  you :  but  fate  has  dispersed  them  all  about  the 
world;  and  I  find  to  wish  it  is  as  vain,  as  to  wish  to 
see  the  millennium  and  the  kingdom  of  the  just 
upon  earth. 

If  I  have  sinned  in  my  long  silence,  consider  there 
is  one  to  whom  you  yourself  have  been  as  great  a 
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sinner.  As  soon  as  you  see  his  hand,  yom  wiH  leant 
to  do  me  justice,  and  feel  in  your  heart  bow  long  a 
man  may  be  silent  to  those  he  truly  loyes  and 
respects. 


TO  THE  DUKE  OF  GRAFTON. 

Dublin,  Jan.  24,  17^.3, 
My  Lord, 
I  RECEivBD  lately  from  the  Dean  of  Downe  a 
favourable  message  from  your  grace^  relating  to  a 
clergyman,  who  married  my  near  relation,  and 
whose  estate  is  much  encumbered  by  a  long  suit 
at  law.  I  return  my  most  humble  acknowledg- 
ments for  your  grace's  favourable  answer.  I  can 
assure  your  grace,  that  in  those  times,  when  1  was 
thought  to  have  some  credit  with  persons  in  power, 
I  never  used  it  to  my  own  interest,  and  very  rarely 
for  that  of  others,  unless  where  it  was  for  the  public 
advantage ;  neither  shall  I  ever  be  a  troublesome  or 
common  petitioner  to  your  grace.  I  am  sorry  the 
Archbishop  of  Dublin  *  should  interpose  in  petty 
matters,  when  he  has  justly  so  much  weight  in 
things  of  greater  moment.  How  shall  we,  the 
humblest  of  your  addressers,  make  our  way  to  the 
smallest  mark  of  your  favour?  I  desired  your  secre- 
tary, Mr  Hopkins,  (whom  I  have  long  known)  to 
deal  plainly  with  me,  as  with  a  man  forgptten,  and 
out  of  the  world,  and  if  he  thought  my  request  un- 


•  Dr  WUIiain  King;— B. 
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reasonable,  I  would  drop  it.  This  he  failed  to  do : 
and  therefore  I  here  complain  of  him  to  your  grace, 
and  will  do  so  to  himself,  because  I  have  long  done 
with  court  answers. 

I  heartily  wish  your  grace  full  success  in  all  your 
great  and  good  endeavours  for  the  service  of  your 
country,  and  particularly  of  this  kingdom;  and  am, 
with  the  greatest  respect,  my  Lord, 

Your  grace's  most  obedient, 
and  mo^t  humble  servant, 
JoN.  Swift. 


FROM  MR  GAY, 

London,  Feb,  3,  1723-3. 

You  made  me  happy  in  answering  my  last  letter 
in  so  kind  a  manner,  which,  to  common  appearance, 
I  did  not  deserve ;  but  I  believe  you  guessed  my 
thoughts,  and  knew  that  I  had  not  forgot  you,  and 
that  I  always  loved  you.  When  I  found  that  my 
book  was  not  sent  to  you  by  Tooke,  Jervas  under- 
took it,  and  gave  it  to  Mr  Maxwell,  who  married 
a  niece  of  Mr  Meredith's.  ,1  am  surprised  you 
have  heard  nothing  of  it,  but  Jervas  has  promised 
me  to  write  about  it,  so  that  I  hope  you  will  have  it 
delivered  to  you  soon.  Mr  Congreve  I  see  often : 
he  alwavs  mentions  you  with  the  strongert  expres* 
sions  of  esteem  and  friendship.  He  labours  still 
under  the  same  afflictions,  as  to  his  sight  and  gout ; 
but  in  his  intervals  .of  health,  he  has  not  lost  any 
thing  of  his  cheerful  temper.  I  passed  all  the  last 
season  with  him  at  the  Bath,  and  I  have  great  rea- 
son to  value  myself  upon  his  friendship;  for  I  am 

VOL.  XVI.  JE  e 
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snr^  h6  sincerely  wishes  me  well.  .We  pleased  oar- 
selves  with  the  thoughts  of  seeing  you  there^  but 
Duke  Pisney>  who  knows,  more  intelligence  than 
any  body  besides,  chanced  to  give  us  a  wrong  infor* 
mation.  If  you  had  been  there,  the  duke  promisedt 
upon  Qiy  giving  him  notice,  to  make  you  a  visit. 
He  often  talks  of  you,  and  wishes  to  see  you. 

I  was  two  or  three  days  ago  at  Dr  Arbuthnot's, 
who  told  me,  he  had  written  you  three  letters,  but 
had  received  no  answer.  He  charged  me  to  send 
you  bis  advice,  which  is,  to  come  to  England  and 
see  your  friends.  This  he  affirms  (abstracted  from 
the  desire  he  has  to  see  you)  to  be  very  good  for 
your  health.  He  thinks,  that  your  going  to  Spa, 
and  drinking  the  waters  there,  would  be  of  great 
service  to  you,  if  you  have  resolution  enough  to  take 
the  journey.  But  he  would  have  you  try  "England 
fir^.  I  like  the  prescription  very  much,  but  I 
own  I  have  a  self-interest  ip  itj  for  your  taking  this 
journev  wotild  certainly  do  me  a  great  deal  of  good. 
Pope  has  just  now  en^barkec^  himself  in  another 
great  undertaking  as  an  author;  for,^  of  late,  he  Im 
talked  opiy  ^  a  gardener.  He  b^  engaged  to  traq$« 
late  the  Odyssey  in  three  years,  I  believe  rather 
QUt  of  a  prospect  of  gain  than  inclius^^ion];  Cor  I  am 

Sersuaded  he  bore  his  part  in  the  lossi  of  the  South 
ea.  He  lives  mostly  at  Twickenham,  and  amuses 
himself  in  his  house  and  garden.  I  supped  about  a 
fortnight  ago  with  Lord  Bat  hurst,  and  ^w\s„  at  Dr 
Arbuthnot's.  Whenever  your  old  acquainlW^e 
meety  they  never  fail  of  expressing  their  waat  of 
you.  1  wish  you  would  come,  and  be  convinced 
that  all  I  tell  yon  is  true* 

As  for  the  reigning  amusement  of  the  tQwn,  it  is 
entirely  nmsiq;  real  fiddles,  base- viols,  and  haut- 
boys ;  not  poetical  hatps,  lyi^es,  and  ree4s.    There's 
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nobody  allowed  to  say,  I  sing^  but  an  eunuchi^  or  an 
Italian  woman.  Everybody  is  grown  now  as  great 
a  judge  of  milsie,  as  they  were  in  your  time  of 
poetry ;  and  folks,  that  could  not  distinguish  one 
tune  from  another,  now  daily  dispute  about  the 
different  styles  of  Handel,  Bononcini,  and  Attilio. 
People  have  now  forgot  Homer,  and  Virgil,  and 
Csesar ;  or  at  least,  they  have  lost  their  ranks.  For, 
in  London  and  Westminster,  in  all  polite  conversa- 
tions, Senesino  is  daily  voted  to  be  the  greatest  man 
that  ever  lived. 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  advice,  as  I  havtf 
been  formerly  for  your  assistance,  in  introducing 
me  into  business.  I  shall  this  year  be  a  commis- 
sioner of  the  state  lottery,  which  vrill  be  worth  to 
me  a  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  And  I  am  not 
without  hopes,  that  I  have  friends  that  will  think 
of  some  better  and  more  certain  provision  fox  me. 
You  see  I  talk  to  you  of  myself,  as  a  thing  of  con* 
sequence  to  you.  I  judge  by  myself;  for  to  hear 
of  your  health  and  happiness,  will  always  be  one 
of  my  greatest  satisfactions.  Every  one  that  I  have 
named  in  the  letter,  give  their  service  to  you.  I 
beg  you  to  give  mine,  Mr  Pope's  and  Mr  Kent's,  * 
to  Mr  Ford.     I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  faithful  and  niost  humble  servant, 

J.  Gay. 

P.  S.  My  paper  was  so  thin,  that  I  was  forced  to 
make  use  of  a  cover.  I  do  not  require  the  like 
civility  in  return. 


*  A  celebrated  «trdener,  to  whom  Pope,  speaking  ot  Esher, 
a  seat  of  the  late  Mr  Pelham's,  pays  a  most  elegaat  compliment : 

**  Where  Kent  and  Nature  vie  for  Pt^non't  loTC^-^H. 
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TO  THE  REV.  MR  WALLIS. 

DubUD,  Feb.  l^^  1723.S. 
Sir, 

I  WOULD  have  been  at  Laracor  and  Athboy  be- 
fore now,  if  an  ugly  depending  chapter  business 
had  not  tied  me  here.  There  is  a  long  difficulty, 
that  concerns  the  government,  the  archbishop,  the 
chapter,  the  Dean,  Dr  Howard,  and  Robin  Grattan, 
and  I  know  not  whether  it  will  be  determined  in  a 
month.  All  my  design  is,  to  do  a  job  for  Robert 
Grattan ;  but  the  rest  have  their  different  schemes 
and  politics,  too  deep  and  too  contemptible  for  me 
to  trouble  myself  about  them.  Meantime  you 
grow  negligent,  and  the  improvements  at  Laracor 
are  forgotten.  I  beg  you  will  stop  there  for  a  day 
or  two,  and  do  what  is  necessary  now,  before  the 
season  is  too  late ;  and  I  will  come  when  this  affair 
is  over,  and  bring  down  wine  (which  will  not  be 
ready  till  then,  for  it  is  but  just  bottled) ;  and  we 
will  be  merry  at  your  house  and  my  cottage. 

I  sent  your  memorial,  drawn  up  by  myself,  with 
my  opinion  upon  it,  and  a  letter  to  Dr  Kearney,  to 
recommend  it  to  the  primate.  I  likewise  desired 
Mr  Morgan  to  second  it.  I  have  in  vain  hitherto 
sought  Dr  Kearney,  but  shall  find  him  soon ;  and 
I  intend  to  engage  Dr  Worth  and  Mr  Cross,  and 

probably  all  may  come  to  nothing Sed  mid 

lentare  nocebit?  The  ladies  are. as  usually — ^Mrs 
Johnson  eats  an  ounce  a- week,  which  frights  me 
from  dining  with  her.  My  crew  has  drank  near 
three  hogsheads  since  I  came  to  town;  and  we  must 
take  up  with  new  when  I  come  down.  1  suppose 
you  are  in  the  midst  of  spleen  and  justice.    I  have 
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often  an  ill  head,  and  am  so  unfortunate  'as  to  pick 
out  rainy  days  to  ride  in.  What  is  it  to  you  that 
old  Proby  the  painter  is  dead  ? 

I  am  ever  your's, 

Jon.  Swift, 


TO  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 

Deanery  House,  Feb.  22,  1722*3. 
My  Lord, 
Mr  Chetwode*  intends  to  deliver  in  a  peti- 
tion to  the  government  to-day,  and  entreated  me  to 
speak  to  your  grace  before  he  delivered  it,  which 
not  having  an  opportunity  to  do,  I  make  bold  to 
enclose  this  letter,  which  your  grace  may  please  to 
read,  and  is  the  substance  of  what  he  desired  me  to 
say.     I  am,  my  Lord,  with  the  greatest  respect,] 
Vour  grace's  most  datiful 
and  most  humble  servant, 

Jon.  Swift. 


TO  ROBERT  COPE,  ESQ 

Dublin,  Maj  11,  1723* 

I  PUT  up  your  letter  so  very  safe,  that  I  was  half 
an  hour  looking  for  it.  I  did  not  receive  it  till  a  few 


♦  Knightly  Chetwode,  Esq.  who  had  very  good  pretettsions . 
to  an  Edglish  |)eerage,  for  which  he  presented  seyeral  memorials ; 
but  to  no  purpose.-— B. 
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days  before  I  came  to  town;  for  I  often  changed 
stages,  and  my  last  as  well  as  my  first  was  at  Wood- 
park  with  Mr  Ford.     This  is  the  first  minute  of 
leisure  I  have  had  to  answer  you,  which  I  did  not 
intend  to  do,  till  I  heard  you  were  come  and  gone 
from  hence  like  a  spright.     I  will  tell  you  that 
for  some  years  I  have  intended  a  southern  journey; 
and  this  summer  is  fixed  for  it,  and  I  hope  to  set 
out  in  ten  days.   I  never  was  in  those  parts,  nor  am 
acquainted  with  one  Christian  among  them,  so  that 
I  shall  be  little  more  than  a  passenger ;  from  thence 
I  go  to  the  Bishop  of  Clonfert  *  who  expects  me, 
and  pretends  to  be  prepared  for  me.    Yoa  need  not 
take  so  much  pains  to  invite  me  to  LoughgsdK   I  a» 
grown  so  peevish,  that  I  can  bear  no  other  country 
place  in  this  kingdom ;  I  quarrel  everywhere  else 
and  sour  the  people  I  go  to  as  well  as  myself.     I  will 
put  the  greatest  compliment  on  you  that  ever  I 
made ;  which  is,  to  profess  sincerely  that  I  never 
found  any  thing  wrong  in  your  house,  and  that  you 
alone  of  all  my  Irish  acquaintanpe  have  found  out 
the  secret  of  loving  your  lady  and  children,  with 
some  reserve  of  lov?  for  your  friends,  and,  which  is 
more,  without  being  troublesome ;  and  Mrs  CJope, 
I  think,  excels  even  you,  at  least  you  have  made 
me  think  so,  and  I  beg  you  will  deceive  me  as  long 
as  I  live.     The  worst  of  it  is,  that  if  you  grow 
weary  of  me  (and  I  wonder  why  you  do  not)  I  have 
no  other  retreat.     The  neighbours  you  mention  may 
be  valuable,  but  I  never  want  them  at  your  house ; 
and  I  love  the  very  spleen  of .  you  ancL  Mrs  Cope, 
better  than  the  mirth  of  any  others  you  can  help 
me  to;  it  is  indeed  one  additional  good  circum- 


*  Dr  Theophilus  Boltoiu 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BPISTOLART  CDRRfi9Pd^0BI9CB.  AH^ 

Stance  that  Tisdall  *  will  be  absent.     I  am  sorry  to 
say  so  of  an  old  acquaintance ;  I  would  pity  all  in- 
firmities that  years  brtng  oh,  except  envy  and  loss 
of  good  nature;   the  loss  of  the  latter  I  cannot 
pilrdon  in  ahy  one  but  myself.     My  most  humble 
service  to  Mrs  Cope ;  and  pray  God  bless  your 
fire-side  !  I  will  spare  Dr  Jinny  f  the  trouble  of  a 
letter,  if  he  knows  from  you  in  a  few  days  that  I  in- 
tend in  a  week  from  your  receiving  this  to  begin  my 
journey ;  for  he  promised  to  be  my  companion,     ft 
is  probable  I  may  be  at  Clonfert  by  the  beginning 
of  July.— It  is  abominable  that  you  will  get  me 
none  of  Prior's  guineas. — If  you  want  news,  seek 
other  correspondents.    Mt  Ford  is  heatrtily  weary 
of  us,  for  want  of  company.     He  is  a  ta:? em  man, 
and  few  here  go  to  taverns,  except  such  as  will  not 
pass  with  him ;  and,  what  is  worse,  as  much  as  he 
has  travelled,  he  cannot  ride.     He  ^ill  be  undon^e 
when  I  am  gone  away ;  yet  he  does  not  think  it 
convenient  to  be  in  London  during  these  hopeful 
times.     I  have  been  four  hours  at  a  commission  to 
hear  the  passing  of  accounts,  smd  thought  I  should 
^lot  have  spirits  mt  to  begin  a  letter ;  but  I  find 
myself  refreshed  with  writihg  to  you.    Adieu,  and 
do  me  the  justice  to  believe  that  no  man  loves  and 
esteems  you  more  than  yo<ir*s,  &c. 


^  Swift  mamtaiiied  a  long  acqdstntatice  with  Tisdall  witSont 
erei^  liking  &iii.  He  c^iftainty  felt  livaliy  in  tlie  cape  of  Stelb^ 
to  whom  Tisdidi  had  nearly  been  nianriedf. 

f  A  cler^jTBian  in  the  neigkboorhood.— »F. 
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TO  THE  SAME. 

June  1,  17^. 

I  WROTE  to  you  three  weeks  ago :  perhaps  my 
letter  miscarried:  I  desired  you  would  let  Dr 
Jinny  know  that  I  intended  my  journey  in  ten  days 
after  my  letter  would  reach  you ;  and  I  staid  five  or 
six  more,  and  do  now  leave  this  town  on  Monday, 
and  take  a  long  southern  journey,  and  in  fiv^  or  six 
weeks  hope  to  get  to  the  Bishop  of  Clonfert's.  My 
letter  to  you  was  very  long,  and  full  of  civilities  to 
you  and  Mrs  Cope,  and  it  is  a  pity  it  should  be 
lost,  I  go  where  I  was  never  before,  without  one 
companion,  and  among  people  where  I  know  no 
creature ;  and  all  this  is  to  get  a  little  exercise,  for 
curing  an  ill  head.  Pray  reproach  Dr  Jinny 
soundly,  if  you  received  my  letter,  and  sent  my 
message ;  for  I  know  not  where  to  direct  to  him, 
but  thought  you  might  hear  of  him  once  a- week. 
Your  friend  Ford  keeps  still  in  Lreland,  and  passes 
the  summer  at  his  country  hoiSe  vrith  two  sober 
ladies  of  his  and  my  acquaintance.  If  there  be  time 
after  my  being  at  Clonfert,  I  will  call  at  Loughgall; 
though  I  wish  you  would  come  to  the  bishop's,  if 
Mrs  Cope  will  give  you  leave.  It  seems  they  are 
resolved  to  find  out  plots  here  when  the  parTiament 
meets,  in  imitation  of  England ;  and  th^  chief-justice 
and  postmaster  are  gone  on  purpose  to  bring  them 
over,  and  they  will  raise  fifty  thousand  pounds  on 
the  papists  here..     The  Bishop  of  Meath*  says. 


*  Dr  John  Eyaos,  with  whom  Swift  had  so  maDy  disputed  re- 
jpecting  attendance  at  his  yisitations. 
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<*  The  Bishop  of  Rochester  was  always  a  silly  fel- 
low." 

I  wish  you  many  merry  meetings  with  TisdaU, 
The  graziers  will  be  ruined  this  year.  Praised  be 
God  for  all  things  !  Bermudas  *  goes  low.  The 
walk  toward  the  Bishop  of  Clonfert*s  is  full  of  grass. 
The  college  and  I  are  fallen  out  about  a  guinea.  We 
have  some  hangings,  but  few  weddings.  The  next 
packet  will  bring  us  word  of  the  king  and  Bishop 
of  Rochester's  f  leaving  England ;  a  good  journey 
and  speedy  return  to  one,  and  the  other,  is  an 
honest  whig  wish.  And  so  I  remain  ever  entirely 
yours,  &c. 


FROM  LORD  BOLINGBROKE.  % 

I  AM  not  so  lazy  as  Pope,  and  therefore  you  must 
not  expect  from  me  the  same  indulgence  to  lazi- 
ness y  in  defending  his  own  cause  he  pleads  yours, 
and  becomes  your  advocate  while  he  appeals  to  you 


♦  Alluding  to  Dr  Berkeley's  project  of  founding  a  uniTersity 
at  Bermuda. 
^  f  Dr  Atterbury  embarked  at  Dover,  June  18,  1723.     See  the 
Epistolary  Correspondence  of  that  learned  prelate^  ed.   1789, 
Vol.  II.  p.  274.— N. 

%  This  letter  was  printed  at  the  end  of  the  quarto  edition  rery 
faulty  (as  for  instance,  Arabians  for  ZabianSy  Egyptian  Seres 
for  SeerSf  &c»)  occasioned  by  its  being  taken  from  Curll's  stolen 
^opj  only :  the  original  haying  been  since  recoTered  among  Dr 
Swift's  papers,  it  is  now  correctly  printed. — F. 
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as  his  judge :  You  will  do  the  same  on  yom  |>4rl; 
and  I,  and  the  rest  of  your  common  friends,  shall 
have  great  justice  to  expect  from  two  such  rightdous 
tribunals :  You  resemble  perfectly  the  two  alehouse- 
keepers  in  Holland,  who  were  at  the  satAe  tiitie  hnt- 
gomasters  of  the  town,  and  taxed  one  another's  hills 
alternately.  I  declare  beforehand  I  will  ilot  staiid 
to  the  award ;  my  title  to  your  friendship  is  good, 
and  wants  neither  deeds  nor  writings  to  Confirm  it ; 
but  annual  acknowledgments  at  least  are  necessary 
to  preserve  it :  and  I  begin  to  suspect,  by  your  de- 
frauding me  of  them,  that  you  hope  in  time  to  dis- 
pute it,  and  to  urge  prescription  against  me.  I  would 
not  say  one  word  to  you  about  myself  (since  it  is 
a  subject  on  which  you  appear  to  have  no  curiosity) 
were  it  not  to  try  how  far  the  contrast  between 
Pope's  fortune  and  manner  of  life,  and  mine,  may 
be  carried. 

I  have  been,  then,  infinitely  more  uniform,  and 
less  dissipated,  than  when  you  knew  me  and  cared  , 
for  me.  That  16ve  which  I  used  to  scatter  with 
some .  profusion  among  the  female  kind,  has  been 
these  many  years  devoted  to  one  subject.  *  A 
great  many  misfortunes  (for  so  they  are  called, 
though  sometimes  very  improperly)  and  a  retire- 
ment from  the  world,  have  made  that  just  and  nice 
discrimination  between  my  acquaintance  and  ray 


*  BoliDgbroke*s  first  wife,  with  whom  he  UrtA  tok^pj^y, 
was  desceiided  from  the  famous  Jack  of  Newbnry.  Nolwith* 
standing  his  lordship's  former  gatlantries,  no  ob6  #iui  raoM  8ito» 
cerelyand  affectionately  attached  afterwards  Co  his  wife.«i*Beiri.ES. 
This  second  wife  was  the  Marchioness  de  Villeffe^  nieed  lo  the 
celebrated  Madame  Maintenon* 
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friends,  which  we  have  seldom  sagacity  enough  to 
make  for  ourselves :  those  insects  of  various  hues, 
which  used  to  hum  and  buz  about  me  while  I 
stood  in  the  sunshine,  have  disappeared  since  I 
lived  in  the  shade.  No  man  comes  to  a  hermitage 
but  for  the  sake  of  the  hermit ;  a  few  philosophical 
friends  come  often  to  mine,  and  they  are  such  as 
you  would  be  glad  to  live  with,  if  a  dull  climate 
and  duller  company  have  not  altered  you  extremely 
from  what  you  were  nine  years  ago. 

The  hoarse  voice  of  party  was  never  heard  in  this 
quiet  place ;  gazettes  and  pamphlets  are  banished 
from  it,  and  if  the  lucubrations  of  Isaac  Bickerstaff 
be  admitted,  this  distinction  is  owing  to  some 
strokes  by  which  it  is  judged  that  this  illustrious 
philosopher  had  (like  the  Indiim  Fohu,  the  Grecian 
Pythagoras,  the  Persian  Zoroaster,  and  others  his 
precursors  among  the  Zabians,  Magians,  and  the 
£g3rptian  seers)  both  his  outward  and  his  inward 
doctrine,  and  that  he  was  of  no  side  at  the  bottom. 
When  I  am  there,  I  forget  I  ever  was  of  any  party 
myself;  nay,  I  am  often  so  happily  absorbed  by  the 
abstracted  reason  of  things,  that  I  am  ready  to 
imagine  there  never  was  any  such  monster  as  party. 
Alas,  I  am  soon  awakened  from  that  pleasing  dream 
by  the  Greek  and  Roman  historians,  by  Guicciar- 
dine,  by  Machiavel,  and  Thuanus ;  for  I  have  vow- 
ed to  read  no  history  of  our  own  country,  till  that 
body  of  it  which  you  promise  to  finish  appears. 

I  am  under  no  apprehensions  that  a  glut  of  study 
and  retirement  should  cast  me  back  into  the  hurry 
of  the  world;  on  the  contrary,  the  single  regret 
which  I  ever  feel,  is,  that  I  fell  so  late  into  this 
course  of  life ;  my  philosophy  grows  confirmed  by 
habit,  and  if  you  and  I  meet  again,  I  will  extort  this 
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approbation  from  you,  Jam  non  consilio  boniis,  sed 
more  eo  perductus^  ut  non  tantum  recte  facere  pos- 
sim,  sed  nisi  recte  facere  von  possim.  The  litUe 
incivilities  I  have  met  with  from  opposite  sets  of 
people^  have  been  so  far  from  rendering  me  violent 
or  sour  to  any,  that  I  think  myself  obliged  to  them 
all :  some  have  cured  me  of  my  fears,  by  showing 
me  how  impotent  the  malice  of  the  world  is;  others 
have  cured  me  of  my  hopes,  by  showing  how  pre- 
carious popular .  friendships  are;  all  have  cured  me 
of  surprise.  In  driving  me  out  of  party,  they  have 
driven  me  out  of  cursed  company ;  and  in  stripping 
me  of  titles,  and  rank,  and  estate,  and  such  trinkets, 
which  every  man  that  will  may  spare,  they  have  given 
me  that  which  no  maji  can  be  happy  without. 

Reflection  and  habit  have  rendered  the  world  so 
indifferent  to  me,  that  I  am  neither  afflicted  nor  re- 
joiced, angry  nor  pleased,  at  what  hs^pens  in  it, 
any  further  than  personal  friendships  interest  me  in 
the  affairs  of  it,  and  this  principle  extends  my  csures 
but  a  little  way.  Perfect  tranquillity  is  the  general 
tenor  of  my  life :  good  digestions,  serene  weather, 
and  some  other  mechanic  springs,  wind  me  above  it 
now  and  then,  but  I  never  fall  below  it ;  I  am  some- 
times gay,  but  I  am  never  sad  ;  J  have  gained  new 
friends,  and  have  lost  some  old  ones;  my  acquisitions 
of  this  kind  give  me  a  good  deal  of  pleasure,  because 
they  have  not  been  made  lightly.  I  know  no  vows 
so  solemn  as  those  of  friendship,  and  therefore  a 
pretty  long  noviciate  of  acquaintance  should  me- 
thinks  precede  them  ;  my  losses  of  this  kind  give  me 
but  little  trouble;  I  contributed  nothing  to  them;, 
and  a  friend  who  breaks  with  me  unjustly,  is  not 
worth  preserving.  As  soon  as  I  leave  this  town 
(which  will  be  in  a  few  days)  I  shall  fall  back  into 
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that  course  of  life,  which  keeps  knaves  an<l  fools  at 
a  great  distance  from  me :  I  have  an  aversion  to 
them  both,  but  in  the  ordinary  course  of  life,  I  think 
I  can  bear  the  sensible  knave  better  than  the  fool : 
One  must,  indeed,  with  the  former,  be  in  some  or 
other  of  the  attitudes  of  those  wooden  men  whom  I 
have  seen  before  a  sword-cutler's  shop  in  Germany; 
but  even  in  these  constrained  postures,  the  witty 
rascal  will  divert  me :  and  he  that  diverts  me  does 
ine  a  great  deal  of  good,  and  lays  me  under  an  obli- 
gation to  him,  which  I  am  not  obliged  to  pay  in  * 
another  coin:  the  fool  obliges  me  to  be  almost  as 
much  upon  my  guard  as  the  knave,  and  he  makes 
me  no  amends ;  he  numbs  me  like  the  torpor,  or  he 
teases  me  like  the  fly.  This  is  the  picture  of  an 
old  friend,  and  more  like  him  than  that  will  be 
which  you  once  asked,  and  which  he  will  send  you, 
if  you  continue  still  to  desire  it. — ^Adieu,  dear  Swift, 
with  all  thy  faults  I  love  thee  entirely ;  make  an 
eflfort,  and  love  me  on  with  all  mine. 


TO  DR  SHERIDAN. 


Clonfert,  Aug  8,  17*3. 
No,  I  cannot  possibly  be  with  you  so  soon,  there 
are  too  many  rivers,  bogs,  and  mountains  between  ; 
besides,  when  I  leave  this,  I  shall  make  one  or  two 
short  visits  in  my  way  to  Dublin,  and  hope  to  be  in 
town  by  the  end  of  this  month;  though  it  will  be 

a  bad  time,  in  the  hurry  of  your  lousy  p 1. 

Your  dream  is  wrong,  for  this  bishop  is  itot  able  to 
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lift  a  cat  upon  my  shoalders ;  but  if  you  are  for  a 
curacy  of  twenty-five  pounds  a-year,  and  ride  five 
miles  every  Sunday  to  preach  to  six  beggars,  have  at 
you :  and  yet  this  is  no  ill  country,  and  the  bishop 
has  made*  in  four  months,  twelve  miles  of  ditches 
from  his  house  to  the  Shannon,  if  you  talk  of  im- 
proving. How  are  you  this  moment  ?  Do  you  love 
or  hate  Quilca  the  most  of  all  places  ?  Are  you  in  or 
out  of  humour  with  the  world,  your  frierrfs,  your 
wife,  and  your  school  ?  Are  the  ladies  in  town  or 
in  the  country  ?  If  I  knew,  I  would  write  to  them  5 
and  how  are  they  in  health?  Quilca  (let  me  see) 
(you  see  I  can  (if  I  please)  make  parentheses  as  well 
as  others)  is  about  a  hundred  miles  ^from  Clonfert; 
and  [  am  half  weary  with  the  four  hundr^^  I  have 
rid.     With  lovCj  and  service,  and  so,  adieu. 

Yours,  &c. 


TO  MR  POPE. 

Dublin^  Sept  20,  17M. 

Returning  from  a  summer  expedition  of  four 
months  on  account  of  my  health,  I  found  a  letter 
from  you,  with  an  appendix  longer  than  yours  from 
Lord  Bolingbroke.  I  believe  there  is  not  a  more 
miserable  malady  than  an  unwillingness  to  write 
letters  to  our  best  friends,  and  a  man  might  be 
philosopher  enough  in  finding  out  reasons  for  it 
One  thing  is  clear,  that  it  shews  a  mighty  difference 
betwixt  friendship  and  love,  for  a  lover  (as  I  have 
heard)  is  always  scribbling  to  his  mistress.    If  I 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


EPI8T0LABY  CORRESPONDENCE.  44? 

could  permit  myself  to  believe  what  your  civility 
makes  you  ^$ay,  that  I  am  still  remembered  by  my 
friends  in  England,  I  am  in  the  right  to  keep  myself 
here-^x^-^A^oft  sum  qualis  eram.  I  left  you  in  a  period 
of  life  when  one  year  does  more  execution  than 
three  at  yours,  to  which  if  you  add  the  dulness  of 
air,  and  of  the  people,  it  will  make  a  terrible  sum. 
I  have  no  very  strong  faith  in  your  pretenders  to 
retirement;  *  you  are  not  of  an  age  for  it,  nor  have 
gone  through  either  good  or  bad  fortune  enough  to 
go  into  a  corner,  and  form  conclusions  de  contemptu 
mundi  etfuga  sdeculij  unless  a  poet  grows  weary  of 
too  much  applause,  as  ministers  do  of  too  much 
weight  of  business. 

Your  happiness  is  greater  than  your  merit,  in 
choosing  your  favourites  so  indifferently  among 
either  party :  this  you  owe  partly  to  your  education, 
and  partly  to  your  genius  employing  you  in  an  art 
in  which  faction  has  nothing  to  do,  for  I  suppose 
Virgil  and  Horace  are  equally  read  by  whigs  and 
tories.  You  have  no  more  to  do  with  the  consti- 
tution of  church  and  state  than  a  Christian  at  Con- 
stantinople ;  and  you  are  so  much  the  wiser  and  the 
happier,  because  both  parties  will  approve  your 
poetry,  as  long  as  you  are  known  to  be  of  neither. 

Your  notions  of  friendship  are  new  to  hie ;  f  I 
believe  every  man  is  born  with  his  quantum^  and 
he  cannot  give  to  one  without  robbing  another.  I 
very  well  know  to  whom  1  would  give  the  first  places 


*  S^ift  was  toa  sensible  an  observer  of  nature  to  be  deceived 
bj  the  language  of  Bolingbroke  or  Pope,  howeter  they  might 
perhaps  deceiTe  themselves. — Bowles. 

•1=  Yet  they  are  the  Christiaa  notions.— >W a  rburton. 
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in  my  friendship,  but  they  are  not  in  the  way :  I 
am  condemned  to  another  scene,  and  therefore  I 
distribute  it  in  pennyworths  to  those  about  me, 
and  who  displease  me  least;  and  should  do  the 
same  to  my  fellow  prisoners,  if  I  were  comiemned 
to  jaiL  I  can  likewise  tolerate  knaves  much  better 
than  fools,  because  their  knavery  does  me  no  hurt 
in  the  commerce  I  have  met  with  them,  which  how- 
ever I  own  is  more  dangerous,  though  not  so  trouble- 
some, as  that  of  fools.  I  have  often  endeavoured 
to  establish  a  friendship  among  all  men  of  genius, 
and  would  fain  have  it  done ;  they  are  seldom  above 
three  or  four  contemporaries,  and  if  they  would  be 
united  would  drive  the  world  before  them.  I  think 
it  was  so  among  the  poets  in  the  time  of  Augustus : 
but  envy,  and  party,  and  pride,  have  hindered  it 
among  us.  I  do  not  include  the  subalterns,  of  which 
you  are  seldom  without  a  large  tribe.  Under  the 
name  of  poets  aijid  scribblers,  1  suppose  you  mean 
the  fools  you  are  content  to  see  sometimes,  when 
they  happen  to  be  modest ;  which  was  not  frequent 
among  them  while  I  was  in  the  world. 

I  would  describe  to  you  my  way  of  living,  if  smy 
method  could  be  called  so  in  this  country.  I  choose 
my  companions  among  those  of  least  consequence 
and  most  compliance :  I  read  the  most  trifling 
books  I  can  find,  and  whenever  I  write,  it  is  upoa 
the  most  trifling  subjects;  but  riding,  walking,  and 
sleeping  take  up  eighteen  of  the  twenty-four  hours. 
I  procrastinate  more  than  I  did  twenty  years  ago, 
and  have  several  things  to  finish  which  I  put  off  to 
twenty  years  hence ;  HtBC  est  vita  solutorum^  SfCy 
I  *send  you  the  compliments  of  a  friend  of  yonrs, 
who  has  passed  four  months  this  summer  with  two 
grave  acquaintance  at  his  country  house,  without 
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ever  once  going  to  Dublin,  which  is  but  eight  miles 
distant;  yet  when  he  returns  to  London,  I  will  en- 
gage you  shall  find  him  as  deep  in  the  court  of  re- 
quests, the  park,  the  operas,  and  the  coffeehouse, 
as  any  man  there.  I  am  now  with  him  for  a  few 
days. 

You  must  remember  me  with  great  affection  to 

Dr  Arbuthnot,  Mr  Congreve,  and  Gay. 1  think 

there  are  no  more  eodem  tertion  between  you  and 
me,  except  Mr  Jervas,  to  whose  house  I  address 
this,  for  want  of  knowing  where  you  live :  for  it  was 
not  dear  from  your  last  whether  you  lodge  with 
I/>rd  Peterborow>  or  he  with  you  ! 

I  am  ever,  &c. 


FROM  DR  ARBUTHNOT.* 

Nov.  .  •  •  .  1723. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  HAVE  as  good  a  right  to  invade  your  solitude  as 
Lord  Bathurst,  Gay,  or  Pope,  and  you  see  I  make 
use  of  it.  I  know  you  wish  us  all  at  the  devil  for 
robbing  a  moment  from  your  vapours  and  vertigo. 
It  is  no  matter  for  that ;  you  shall  have  a  sheet  of 
paper  every  post  till  you  come  to  yourself.  By  a 
paragraph  in  yours  to  Mr  Pope,  I  find  you  are  in 
the  case  of  the  man,  who  held  the  whole  night  by  a 
broom  bush,  and  found  when  daylight  appeared, 
he  was  within  two  inches  of  the  ground.     You  do 


*  Endorsed,  '^^Icceived  Not.  17,  172«.''-.-N. 
VOL.  XVI.  F  f 
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not  seem  to  know  how  well  you  stand  with  our 
great  folks.     I  myself  have  been  at  a  great  man*s 
table,  fi^nd  have  heard,  out  of  the  mouths  of  violent 
Irish  whigs,  the  whole  table  turn  all  upon  your 
commendation.     If  it  had  not  been  upon  the  gene- 
ral topic  of  your  good  qualities,  and  the  good  you 
did,  I  should  have  grown  jealous  of  you.     My  in- 
tention in  this  is  not  to  expostulate,  but  to  do  you 
good.     I  know  how  unhappy  a  vertigo  makes  any 
Body  that  has  the  misfortune  to  be  troubled  with 
it,     I  might  have  been  deep  in  it  myself,  if  I  had 
had  a  mind,  and  I  will  propose  a  cure  for  you,  that 
I  will  pawn  my  reputation  upon.     I  have  of  late 
sent  several  patients  in  that  case  to  the  Spa,  to  drink 
there  of  the  Geronstere  water,  which  will  not  carry 
from  the  spot.     It  has  succeeded  marvellously  with 
them  all.     There  was  indeed  one,  who  relapsed  a 
little  this  last  summer,  because  he  would  not  take 
my  advice,  and  return  to  his  course,  that  had  been 
too  ^hort  the  year  before.     But,   because  the  in- 
stances of  eminent  men  are  most  conspicuous.  Lord 
Whitworth,  our  plenipotentiary,  had  this  disease, 
(which,  by  the  way,  is  a  litile  disqualifying  for  that 
employment ;)    he  was  so  bad  that  he  was  often 
forced  to  catch  hold  of  any  thing  to  keep  him  from 
falling.     I  know  he  was  recovered  by  the  use  of 
that  water  to  so  great  a  degree,  that  he  can  ride, 
walk)  or  do  any  thing  as  formerly.     I  leave  this  to 
your  consideration.     Your  friends  here  wish  to  see 
you,  and  none  more  than  myself;  but  I  really  do 
not  advice  you  to  such  a  journey  to  gratify  them  or 
myself;    but  I  am  almost  confident,  it  would  do 
you  a  great  de^l  of  good.     The  dragon  is  just  the 
old  man,  when  he  is  roused.     He  is  a  little  deaf, 
but  has  all  his  other  good  and  bad  qualities  justas 
of  old.    Lord  B' '  is  much  improved  in  know- 
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ledge,  manner,  and  every  thing  else.  The  shaver  * 
is  an  honest  friendly  man  as  before ;  he  has  a  good 
deal  to  do  to  smoUier  his  Welsh  fire,  which,  you 
know,  he  has  in  a  greater  degree  than  some  would 
imagine.  He  posts  himself  a  good  part  of  the  year 
in  some  warm  house,  wins  the  ladies  money  at 
ombre,  and  convinces  them,  that  they  are  highly 
obliged  to  him.  Lord  and  Lady  Masham,  Mr 
Hill,  and  Mrs  Hill,  often  remember  you. with  af- 
fection. 

As  for  your  humble  servant,  with  a  great  stone 
iu  his  right  kidney,  and  a  family  of  .men  and  wo- 
men to  provide  for,  he  is  as  cheerful  as  ever.  In 
public  affairs,  he  has  kept,  as  Tacitus  says.  Medium 
tier  inter  vile  servitium,  et  ahruptam  contumaciam. — 
He  never  rails  at  a  great,  man,  but  to  his  face ; 
which,  I  can  assure  you,  he  has  had  both  the  op- 
portunity and  license  to  do.  He  has  some  few 
weak  friends,  and  fewer  enemies :  if  any,  he  is  low 
enough  to  be  rather  despised  than  pushed  at  by 
them.     I.  am  faithfully,  dear  Sir, 

Your  affectionate  humble  servant, 

J.  Arbuthnot. 


FROM  THE  DUCHESS  OF  ORMOND. 

Dec.  9,  1723. 
Sir, 
I  FIND  by  yours  of  the  6th  of  November,  which 


*  Erasmus  Lewis,  Esq.  who  ia  Dr  Swiff  s  imitation  of  Horace^ 
£p.  VII.  b.  1.  is  80  called. 

^  This  Lewis  ia  an  ammt  shaver.** 
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I  did  not  receive  till  last  night,  that  you  have  been 
so  good  as  to  remember  your  poor  relation  here. 
But  as  your  three  last  never  came  to  hand,  I  think 
it  very  happy  that  you  have  kept  your  liberty  thoft 
long;  for  I  cannot  account  for  my  not  receiving 
them  any  other  way,  than  that  they  were  stopped 
in  the  post*office,  and  interpreted,  as  most  innocent 
things  are,  to  mean  something  very  distant  from 
the  intention  of  the  writer  or  actor. 

I  am  surprised  at  the  account  you  give  me  of  that 
part  of  Ireland  you  have  been  in;  for  the  best  I 
expect  from  that  grateful  country  is  to  be  forgotten 
by  the  inhabitants.  For,  to  remember  with  any 
kindness  one  under  the  frowns  of  the  court,  is  not  a 
gift  the  Irish  are  endowed  with.  I  am  very  8ony 
to  hear  you  have  got  .the  spleen,  where  a  man  of 
your  sense  must  every  day  meet  with  things  ridi- 
culous enough  to  make  you  laugh ;  but  I  am  afrai<^ 
the  jests  are  too  low  to  do  so.  Change  of  air  is  the 
best  thing  in  the  world  for  your  distemper.  And 
if  not  to  cure  yourself,  at  least  have  so  much  good- 
ness for  your  friends  here,  as  to  come  and  cure  us ; 
for  it  is  a  distemper  we  are  overrun  with.  I  am  sure 
your  company  would  go  a  great  way  toward  my  re- 
covery;  for  I  assure  you,  nobody  has  a  greater  value 
for  you  than  I  have,  and  I  hope  I  shall  have  the 
good  fortune  to  see  you  before  I  die. 

I  have  no  sort  of  correspondence  with  the  person* 
you  have  not  seen,  and  wonder  at  nothing  they  do, 
or  do  not  do. 

I  will  let  your  brother  t  ^nd  mine  know,  that  you 


*  The  Duke  of  Ormond. 

+  In  the  society  of  sixteen,  Charles,  Lord  Butler  of  W^to», 
and  Earl  of  Arran,  brother  to  the  Duke  of  Ormcmd,  on  wbfise 
attainder  he  waselected  chancellor  of  the  aniversitj  of  Oxford.^B« 
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remembered  him  in  my  letter.     He  is  as  good  a 
man  as  lives. 

1  am  afraid  you  will  wish  you  had  not  encouraged 
iny  scribbling  to  you,  when  you  find  I  am  still  such 
an  insipid  correspondent ;  but  with  that,  which  I 
hope  will  make  some  amends,  am,  with  great  sin- 
cerity and  respect. 

Your  most  faithful  friend, 

and  humble  servant. 


FROM  LORD  BOLINGBROKE.  * 

Dec  25,  17«». 

Never  letter  came  more  opportunely  than  your 
last.  The  gout  had  made  me  a  second  visit,  and 
several  persons  were  congratulating  with  me  on  the 
good  effect  of  the  waters,  which  had  determined 
my  former  illness  to  a  distemper  so  desirable.  My 
toe  pained  me ;  these  compliments  tired  me ;  and  I 
would  have  taken  my  fever  again  to  give  the  gout  to 
all  the  company.  At  that  instant  your  letter  was 
delivered  to  me,  it  cleared  my  brow,  diverted  my  ill 
humour,  and  at  least  made  me  forget  my  pain.  I 
told  the  persons  who  were  sitting  round  niy  bed, 
and  who  testified  some  surprise  at  so  sudden  a 
change,  that  this  powerful  epistle  came  from  Ireland; 
at  which,  to  say  the  truth.  I  did  not  observe  that 


*  This  letter  appears  to  ha^e  been  written  from  France,  though 
Lord  Bolingbroke  had  come  oTer  to  England  in  the  latter  end  of 
June  this  year,  in  order  to  plead  his  pardon^  which  had  passed 
the  seals  on  the  38th  of  May.— >B. 
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their  rarprise  diminished.     Bnt  the  doHest  f^S&w 
among  them,  who  was  a  priest  (for  that  happens  to 
be  the  case  sometimes  m  this  country),  told  the 
others,  that  Ireland  had  been  called  insula  sanctorum  : 
that  by  the  acquaintance  he  had  at  the  Irish  college, 
he  made  no  doubt  of  her  deserving  still  the  same 
appellation :  and  that  they  might  be  sure  the  three 
pages  were  filled  with  matiere  d^idification,  et  ma- 
tiere  de  consolation^  which  he  hoped  I  would  be  so 
good  as  to  communicate  to  them.     A  learned  Rosi- 
crucian  of  my  acquaintance,  who  is  a  fool  of  as  much 
knowledge  and  as  much  wit  as  ever  I  knew  in  my 
life,  smiled  at   the  doctor's   simplicity;    observed, 
that  the  effect  was  too  sudden  for  a  cause  so  heavy 
in  its  operations;  said  a  great  many  extravagant 
thjngs  about  natural  and  theurgic  magic ;  and  in- 
formed us,  that  though  the  sages  who  de^al  in  occult 
sciences  have  been  laughed  out  of  some  countries 
and  driven  out  of  others,  yet  there  are,  to  his  know- 
ledge, inany  of  them  in  Ireland.     I  stopped  these 
guessers,  and  others  who  were  perhaps  ready,  by  as- 
isuring  them,  that  my  correspondent  was  neither  a 
saint  nor  a  conjurer.     They  asked  me  what  he  was 
then  ?  I  answered,  that  they  should  know  it  fi-om 
yourself;  and  opening  your  letter,  I  read  to  them  ia 
French  the  character  which  you  draw  of  yourself. 
Particular  parts  of  it  were  approved  or  condemned 
by  every  one,  as  every  one's  own  habits  induced  him 
^^  j"dge:  but  they  all  agreed,  that  my  correspon- 
dent stood  in  heed  of  more  sleep,  more  victuals,  less 
ale,  and  better  company.     I  defended  you  the  best 
I  could;  and,  bad  as  the  cause  was,  1  found  means 
to  have  the  last  word,  which  in  disputes  you  know 
is  the  capital  point.     The  truth  is,  however,  that  I 
convinced  nobody,   not  even  the  weakest  of  the 
company,  that  is  myself. 
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I  flatter  my  friendship  for  you  with  the  hopes, 
that  you  are  really  in  the  case,  in  which  you  say 
that  our  friend  Pope  seems  to  be ;  and  that  you  do 
not  know  your  own  character.  Or  did  ybu  mean 
to  amuse  yourself,  like  that  famous  painter,  who, 
instead  of  copying  nature,  tried  in  one  of  his  designs, 
how  far  it  was  possible  to  depart  from  his  original  ? 
Whatever  your  intention  was,  I  will  not  be  brought 
in  among  those  friends,  whose  misfortunes  have 
given  you  an  habitual  sourness.  I  declare  to  you 
once  for  all  that  I  am  not  unhappy,  and  that  I 
never  shall  be  so,' unless  I  sink  under  some  physical 
evil.  Retrench,  therefore,  the  proportion  of  peevish- 
ness which  you  set  to  my  account.  You  might 
for  several  other  reasons  retrench  the  proportions, 
which  you  set  to  the  account  of  others,  and  so  leave 
yourself  without  peevishness,  or  without  excuse.  I 
lament,  and  have  always  lamented,  your  being 
placed  in  Ireland ;  but  you  are  worse  than  peevish, 
you  are  unjust,  when  you  say,  that  it  was  either  not 
m  the  power  or  will  of  a  ministry  to  place  you  in 
England.  Write  minister^  friend  Jonathan,  and 
scrape  out  the  words,  either ^  pozver^  or;  after  which 
the  passage  will  run  as  well,  and  be  conformable 
to  the  truth  of  things.  I  know  but  one  man*  who 
had  power  at  that  time,  and  that  wretched  man  had 
neither  the  will  nor  the  skill  to  make  a  good  use  of 
it.  We  talk  of  characters ;  match  me  that  if  you 
can,  among  all  the  odd  phenomena  which  have 
appeared  in  the  moral  world.  I  have  not  a  Tacitus 
by  me ;  but  I  believe  that  I  remember  your  quo- 
tation, and  as  a  mark  that  I  hit  right,  1  make 
fio  comment  upon  it.     As  you  describe  your  public 


♦  I^ord  Oxford. 
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spirit,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  disease,  as  well  as 
your  peevishness.  Your  proposals  for  reforming 
the  state  are  admirable :  and  your  schemes  concise. 
With  respect  to  your  humble  servant,  you  jud^ 
better  than  you  did  in  a  letter  I  received  from  you 
abput  four  years  ago.  You  seemed  at  that  time  not 
so  afraid  of  the  nightingale's  falling  into  the  ser- 
pent's mouth.  This  reflection  made  me  recollect, 
that  I  writ  you  at  that  time  a  long  epistle  in  metre. 
After  rummaging  among  my  papers,  I  found  it,  and 
send  it  with  my  letter :  it  will  serve  to  entertain  you 
the  first  fast-day.  I  depend  on  the  fidelity  of  your 
friendship,  that  it  shall  fall  under  no  eye  but  your 
own.     Adieu. 

1  read  in  English  (for  she  understands  it)  to  a 
certain  lady,  the  passage  of  your  letter,  which  relates 
to  her.*  The  Latin  I  most  generously  concealed. 
She  desires  you  to  receive  the  compliments  of  one, 
who  is  so  far  from  being  equal  to  fifty  others  of  her 
sex,  that  she  never  found  herself  equal  to  any  one 
of  them.  She  says,  that  she  has  neither  youth  nor 
beauty,  but  that  she  hopes  on  the  long  and  intimate 
acquaintance  she  has  had  with  you,  when  you  meet, 
if  that  ever  happens,  to  cast  such  a  mist  before  your 
eyes,  that  you  shall  not  perceive  she  wants  either 
of  them. 


•  Bhhdf. 
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FROM  LADY  MASHAM.* 

Feb.  17«S-4. 
Dear  Sir, 
It  is  impossible  for  you  to  imagine  with  what  sa- 
tisfaction I  received  your  kind  letter;  and  though  I 
had  been  so  long  witnout  hearing  from  you,  I  could 
never  impute  it  to  want  of  friendship  in  one,  whose 
goodness  to  me  has  always  been  abundantly  more 
than  I  could  deserve.  1  had  writ  often  to  you ;  but 
having  no  safe  conveyance,  chose  rather  to  inquire 
after  your  health  and  welfare  of  some  people  that 
could  give  me  an  account  of  it.  And  I  do  assure 
you,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  there  is  not  a 
person  living  1  have  a  greater  friendship  for  than 
yourself,  and  shall  have  to  the  end  of  my  life.  In- 
deed now  I  can  show  it  only  in  expressions;  but  I 
flatter  myself  you  believe  them  sincere.  I  long  to 
see  you  at  my  retired  habitation,  where  you  will 
meet  with  a  most  hearty  welcome  and  faithful 
friends,  and  none  more  so  than  her  who  is 

Your  most  afiiectionate  humble  servant, 

H.  Masham. 

My  lord,    children,  brother,  and  sister,  are  your 
humble  servants. 

♦  Endorsed,  «  R^oeiTcd  Feb.  20, 1723^.''— N. 
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TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  LORD  CARTERET, 

LORD-LIBUTENANT  OF  IBELAND. 

April  28,  1724. 

My  Lord, 

Many  of  the  principal  persons  in  this  kingdom, 
distinguished  for  their  loyalty  to  his  present  majesty, 
hearing  that  I  had  the  honour  to  be  known  to  your 
excellency,  have  for  some  time  pressed  me  very 
earnestly,  since  you  were  declared  lord-Iieutenant  of 
this  kingdom,  to  represent  to  your  excellency  the 
apprehensions  they  are  under  concerning  Mr 
Wood's  patent  for  coining  halfpence  to  pass  in 
Ireland.  Your  excellency  knows  the  unanimous 
sentiments  of  the  parliament  here  upon  that  matter: 
and  upon  inquiry  you  will  find  that  there  is  not 
one  person  of  any  rank  or  party,  in  this  whole 
kingdom,  who  does  not  look  upon  that  patent  as 
the  most  ruinous  project  that  ever  was  contrived 
against  any  nation.  Neither  is  it  doubted,  thai 
when  your  excellency  shall  be  thoroughly  in- 
formed, your  justice  and  compassion  for  an  in- 
jured people,  will  force  you  to  employ  your  credit 
for  their  relief. 

I  have  made  bold  to  send  you  enclosed  two 
small  tracts  on  this  subject,  one  written  (as  it  is 
supposed)  by  the  Earl  of  Abercorn:  the  other  is 
entitled  to  a  weaver^  and  suited  to  the  vulgar,  but 
thought  to  be  the  work  of  a  better  h9.nd. 

I  hope  your  excellency  will  forgive  an  old  humble 
$ervant,  and  one  who  always  loved  and  esteemed 
you,  for  interfering  in  matters  out  of  his  province; 
yrhich  he  ^puld  never  have  done,  if  inany  of  Xh^ 
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greatest  persons  here  had  not,  by  their  importunity, 
drawn  him  out  of  his  retirement,  to  venture  giving 
you  a  little  trouble,  in  hopes  to  save  their  country 
from  utter  destruction;  for  which  the  memory  of 
your  government  will  be  blessed  by  posterity. 
^  I  hope  to  have  the  honour  of  seeing  your  excel- 
lency here ;  and  do  promise  neither  to  be  a  frequent 
visitor,  nor  troublesome  solicitor;  but  ever,  with 
ihe  greatest  respect,  my  Lord,  remain. 

Your  excellency's  most  obedient, 

and  most  humble  servant, 

JoN.  Swift. 


TQ  THE  SAME. 

Jane  9,  1734. 
My  Lord, 

It  is  above  a  month  since  I  took  the  boldness 
pf  writing  to  your  excellency,  upon  a  subject 
wherein  the  welfare  of  this  kingdom  is  highly  con- 
cerned. 

I  writ  at  the  desire  of  several  considerably  persons 
here,  who  could  not  be  ignorant  that  I  had  the 
honour  of  being  well  known  to  you. 

I  could  have  wished  your  excellency  had  con- 
descended so  far,  as  to  let  one  of  yoiir  under  clerks 
have  signified  to  me  that  a  letter  was  received. 

I  have  been  long  out  of  the  world ;  but  have  no^ 
forgotten  what  used  to  pass  among  those  I  lived 
with  .while  I  was  in  it :  and  I  can  say,  that  during 
the  experience  of  many  years,  and  many  changes  in 
•  affairs,  your  excellency,  and  one  more,  who  is  not 
worthy  to  be  compared  to  you,  are  the  only  great 
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persons  that  ever  refused  to  answer  a  letter  from 
me,  without  regard  to  business,  party,  or  greatness ; 
and  if  I  had  not  a  peculiar  esteem  for  your  perscmal 
qualities,  I  should  think  myself  to  be  acting  a  very 
inferior  part  in  making  this  complaint. 

I  never  was  so  humble,  as  to  be  vain  iqpon  my 
acquaintance  withi  men  in  power,  and  always  rather 
chose  to  avoid  it  when  I  was  not  called.  Neither 
were  their  power  or  titles  sufficient,  without  merit, 
to  make  me  cultivate  them ;  of  which  I  have  wit- 
nesses enough  left,  after  all  the  havoc  made  among 
them,  by  accidents  of  time,  or  by  changes  of  persons, 
measures,  and  opinions. 

I  know  not  how  your  conceptions  of  yourself  may 
alter,  by  every  new  high  station;  but  mine  must 
continue  the  same,  or  alter  for  the  worse. 

I  often  told  a  great  minister,  whom  you  well 
know,  that  I  valued  him  for  being  the  same  man 
through  all  the  progress  of  power  and  place.  I 
expected  the  like  in  your  lordship ;  and  still  hope 
that  1  shall  be  the  only  person  who  will  ever  find 
it  otherwise. 

I  pray  God  to  direct  your  excellency  in  all  your 
good  undertakings,  and  especially  in  your  govern- 
ment of  this  kingdom. 

I  shall  trouble  you  no  more ;  but  remain,  with 
great  respect,  my  Lord, 

Your  excellency's  riiost  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant, 

JoN.  Swift. 
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FROM  LORD  CARTERET. 

Arlington-Street,  June  ^,  1794 
Sir, 
To  begin  by  confessing,  tnyself  in  the  wrong,  will, 
I  hope,  be  some  proof  to  you,  that  hone  of  the 
stations  which  I  have  gone  through  have  hitherto 
had  the  effects  upon  me  which  you  apprehend.  If 
a  month's  silence  has  been  turned  to  my  disadvan- 
tage in  your  esteem,  it  has  at  least  had  this  good 
eftiect,  that  I  am  convinced  by  the  kindness  of  your 
reproaches,  as  well  as  by  the  goodness  of  your  ad- 
vice, that  you  still  retain  some  part  of  your  former 
friendship  for  me,  of  which  I  am  the  more  confi- 
dent from  the  agreeable  freedom  with  which  you 
express  yourself:  and  I  shall  not  forfeit  my  pre- 
tensions to  the  continuance  of  it,  by  doing  any 
thing  that  shall  give  you  occasion  to  think  that  I 
am  insensible  of  it. 

But  to  come  to  the  point :  your  first  letter  is  dated 
the  28th  of  April,  your  second  the  9th  of  June.  By 
the  date  of  this,  you  will  see  that  the  interval  of 
silence  may  be  accounted  for  by  a  few  excursions 
which  I  have  made  into  the  country :  therefore  I 
desire  you  will  put  the  most  favourable  sense. 

The  principal  affair  you  mention  is  under  exami*- 
nation,*  an<^  till  that  is  over,  I  am  not  informed 
3ufficiently  to  make  any  other  judgment  of  the 


♦  That  of  Mr  Wood's  patent  for  coining  halfpence  and  fartlttogs 
for  Ireland,  which  was  referred  to  the  lords  of  the  privy  .council 
of  Rngland,  who,  on  ihe  24th  of  July  1724,  drew  up  a  Teport| 
justifying  the  patentec-^li. 
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matter,  than  that  which  I  am  naturally  led  to  make, 
by  the  general  aversion  which  appears  to  it  in  the 
whole  nation. 

I  hope  the  nation  will  not  suffer  by  my  being  in 
this  great  station ;  and  if  I  can  contribute  to  its  pros- 
perity, I  shall  think  it  the  honour  and  happiness  of 
my  life.  I  desire  you  to  believe  what  1  say,  and 
particularly  when  I  profess  myself  to  be  with  great 
truth.  Sir, 

Your  most  faithful  and 

affectionate  humble  servant, 

Carteret. 


TO  LORD  CARTERET. 

Jdy  g,  1724. 

My  Lord, 

claim  the  privilege  of  an  inferior,  to 
riter,  yet,  with  great  acknowledgments 
descension  in  answering  my  letters,  I 
>mplain  of  you  for  putting  me  in  the 
m  in  the  circumstances  of  a  waiting- 
told  her  lady,  "  That  nothing  vexed 
n  to  be  caught  in  a  lie/'  But  what  is 
*  discovered  in  myself  somewhat  of  the 
iter  all  my  rattling,  you  have  brought 
be  as  humble  as  the  most  distant  at- 
ir  levee.  It  is  well  your  excdlency's 
few  hands;  for,  if  it  were  otherwise, 
end  to  be  free  speakers  in  quality  of 
.  should  be  utterly  cured  of  our  for- 
least  I  am  afraid  there  will  be  an  end 
I  r^ard  to  your  excellency.  Yet,  my 
[1  years  dider  than  I  was  when  I  had 
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the  honour  to  see  you  last,  and  consequently  ten 
times  more  testy.  Therefore  I  foretel  that  you, 
who  could  so  easily  conquer  so  captious  a  person, 
and  of  so  little  consequence,  will  quickly  subdue 
this  whole  kingdom  to  love  and  reverence  you. 
I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect. 

My  Lord,  &c. 

Jon.  Swift. 


TO  ARCHBISHOP  KING. 

Dublin,  July  14,  1724* 
My  Lord, 
Your  grace  will  have  received,  before  this  comes 
to  your  hands,  an  account  of  the  primate's  death,* 
who  died  yesterday,  at  twelve  o'clock  at  noon.     He 


*  When  our  author  was  chaplain  to  Lord  Berkeley,  he  was  set 
aside  from  the  deanery  of  Derry,  on  account  of  youth ;  but,  as  if 
his  stars  had  destined  to  him  a  parallel  reyenge,  he  lired  to  see 
the  Bishop  of  Derry  afterward  set  aside  on  account  of  age.  That 
"prelate  had  been  Archbishop  of  Dublin  many  years,  and  had  been 
long  celebrated  for  his  wit  and  learning,  when  Dr  Lindsay  died. 
Upon  his  death,  Archbishop  King  immediately  laid  claim  to  the 
primacy,  as  a  pneferment  to  which  he  had  a  right  from  his  station 
in  the  see  of  Dublin,  and  from  his  acknowledged  character  in  the 
church.  Neither  of  these  pretensions  were  prcTalent :  he  was 
looked  upon  as  too  far  adranced  in  years  to  be  removed.  The 
reason  alleged  was  as  mortifyiqg  as  the  refusal  itself :  but  the 
archbishop  had  no  opportunity  of  showing  his  resentment,  except 
to  the  new  primate,  Dr  Boulter,  whom  he  received  at  hii  own 
.  house,  and  in  his  dining. parlour,  without  rising  from  his  chair ; 
and  to  whom  he  made  an  apology,  by  saying,  in  his  usual  strain 
of  wit,  and  with  his  usual  sneering  countenance,  <<  My  lord,  I  am 
certain  your  grace  will  forgive  me,  because  you  know  I  am  too 
old  to  rise."    See  Orrery's  Reiqarks,  Let  iU.«-W,  B. 
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had  left  off  spitting  for  about  ten  dafs  before ;  and 
the  want  of  that  is  thought  to  have  been  the  tmnEiie- 
diate  cause  of  his  death,*  although  he  eat  heartily 
until  the  two  last  days.  He  has  left  the  Bishop  c^ 
Kildare^*  and  his  steward^  Mr  Morgan,  his  exe- 
cutors, who  were  both  out  of  town;  lAot  t  suppose 
are  sent  for.  Some  who  formerly  belonged  to  him 
think  he  has  left  40,0001.;  others  report  he  died 
poor. 

The  vogue  is,  that  your  grace  will  succeed  him, 
if  you  please :  but  I  am  too  great  a  stranger  to  your 
present  situs^tion  at  court  to  know  whs^  to  judge. 
But  if  there  were  virtue  enough,  I  could  wish  your 
grace  would  accept  the  offer,  if  it  should  be  made 
you;  because  I  would  have  your  name  left  to  poste- 
rity among  the  primates ;  and  because  entering  into 
a  new  station  is  entering,  after  a  sort,  on  a  new  lease 
of  life;  and  because  it  might  be  hoped,  that  your 
grace  would  be  advised  with  about  a  successor;  and 
because  that  diocese  would  require  your  grace's 
ability  and  spirit  to  reform  it;  and  because — but  I 
should  never  be  at  an  end  if  I  were  to  number  up 
the  'reasons  why  I  would  have  your  grace  in  the 
highest  stations  the  crown  can  give  you. 

I  found  all  the  papers  in  the  cabinet  relating  to 
Dr  Stephen's  hospital,  and  therefore  I  brought  them 
home  to  the  deanery.  I  opened  the  cabinet  in  the 
presence  of  Mr  Bouhereau,  t  wd  saw  one  paper, 
which  proved  a  bank  note  for  5001.  The  greatness 
of  the  sum  startled  ftie,  but  I  found  it  belonged  to 
the  same  hospital ;  I  was  in  pain,  because  work- 
men were  in  the  room  and  about  the  house,  t 
therefore  went  this  morning  to  St  Sepulchre's;  aod^ 


^  Dr  ElIis«««N.  f  A  Fimk  defgjniuMi.«~F. 
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in  the  presence  of  Mrs  Green,  ^  I  took  awi^  the 
note,  and  have  it  secured  in  my  cabinet,  leaving  her 
my  receipt  for  it,  and  am  very  proud  to  find  tliat  a 
scrip  under  my  hand  will  pass  for  5001.  I  wish 
your  grace  a  good  journey  to  the  estabHshmetlt  of 
your  health ;  and  am,  with  the  greatest  reqiect. 
My  Lord, 

Your  grace's  most  dutiful 

and  most  humble  servant, 

Jon.  Swift, 


TO  EDWARD,  EARL  OF  OXFORD. 

July,  17t4. 
My  Lord, 
Although  I  had,  for  two  years  past,  inured 
myself  to  expect  the  death  of  my  lord  your  fiather, 
from  the  frequent  accounts  of  the  bad  condition  of 
his  health,  yet  the  news  of  it  struck  me  so  sensibly, 
that  I  had  not  spirit  enough  to  condole  with  your 
lordship,  as  I  ought  tahave  done,  for  so  great  a  loss 
to  the  world  and  yourself.  It  is  true,  indeed,  you 
no  longer  wanted  his  care  and  tenderness,  nor  his 
example  to  incite  you  to  virtue ;  but  his  friendship 
and  conversation  you  will  ever  want,  because  they 
are  qusdities  so  rare  in  the  world,  and  in  which  he 
so  much  excelled  all  others.  It  has  pleased  me,  in 
the  midst  of  my  grief,  to  hear  that  he  presei-ved  the 
greatness,  and  calmness,  and  intrepidity  of  his  mind 
to  his  last  minutes:  for  it  was  fit  that  such  a  life 


*  The  archbishop's  housekeeper .-^F. 
VOL.  XVI.  G  g 
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should  terminate  with  equal  lustre  to  the  whde 
progress  of  it. 

I  must  now  beg  leave  to  apply  to  your  lordship's 
justice.  He  was  often  pleased  to  promise  me  his 
pictare;  but  his  troubles  aiKl  sickness,  and  want  of 
opportunity,  and  my  absence,  prevented  him.  I 
do  therefore  humbly  insist,  that  your  lordship  will 

Jikase  to  discharge  what  I  almost  look  upon  as  a 
egacy. 

I  would  entreat  another  »id  much  greater  £avour 
of  your  lordship,  that  at  your  leisure  hours,  you 
would  please  to  inspect  among  your  father's  papers, 
whether  there  be  any  memorials  that  may  be  of  use 
toward  writing  his  life:  which  I  have  sometimes 
mentioned  to  him,  and  often  thought  on,  when  I 
little  thought  to  survive  him.  I  have  formerly 
gathered  several  hints;  but  want  many  memorials, 
eiq)ecially  of  his  more  early  times,  which  might  be 
easily  supplied.  And  such  a  work  most  properly 
belongs  to  me,  who  loved  and  respected  him  above 
all  men,  and  had  the  honour  to  know  hi|n  b^tter 
than  any  other  of  my  level  did. 

I  humbly  beg  your  lordship's  pardon  for  so  long 
a  letter  upon  so  mournful  an  occasion ;  and  expect 
your  justice  to  believe,  that  I  am,  and  shall  evier  b^, 
with  the  greatest  respect,  my  Lord, 
Your  lordship's  most  obedient 
most  obliged,  and  most  humble  servant, 

Jon.  Swift. 

I  desire  to  present  my  most  humble  respects  to  my 
Lady  Oxford. 
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FROM  LORD  CARTERET, 

Arlington  Street,  Auf.  4,  in4« 
Sib, 

YouB  claim  to  be  the  last  writer  is  what  I  can 
never  allow :  that  is  the  privilege  of  ill  writers,  and 
I  am  resolved  to  give  you  complete  satisfaction  by- 
leaving  it  with  you,  whether  I  shall  be  that  last 
writer  or  not.  Methinks  I  see  you  throw  this  letter 
upon  your  table  in  the  height  of  spleen,  because  it 
may  have  interrupted  some  of  your  more  agreeable 
thoughts.  But  then,  in  return,  you  may  have  the 
comfort  of  not  answering  it,  and  so  convince  my 
lord-lieutenant,  that  you  value  him  less  now  than 
you  did  ten  years  ago.  I  do  not  know  but  this 
might  become  a  free  speaker  and  a  philosopher. 
Whatever  you  may  think  of  it»  I  shall  not  be  testy, 
but  endeavour  to  show,  that  I  am  not  altogether  in- 
sensible of  the  force  of  that  genius,  which  has  out- 
shone most  of  this  age,  and,  when  you  will  display 
it  again,  can  convince  us  that  its  lustre  and  strength 
are  still  the  same. 

Once  more,  I  commit  myself  to  your  censure,  and 
am.  Sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  aflectionate 
humble  servant,  Cabtbrbt. 


TO  LORD  CARTERET. 

Sept  3,  1724. 
My  Lord, 

Being  ten  years  older  than  when  I  had  the  ho- 
nour to  see  your  excellency  last,  by  consequence. 
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if  I  am  subject  to  any  ailments,  they  are  now  ten 
times  worse  ;  and  so  it  has  happened.     For  I  have 
been,  this  month  past,  so  pestered  with  the  return 
of  a  noise  and  deafness  in  my  ears,  that  I  had  not 
spirit  to  perform  the  common  offices  of  life,  much 
less  to  write  to  your  excellency,  and  least  of  all  to 
answer  so  obliging  and  condescending  a  letter  as 
that  I  received  from  you.     But  these  ugly  ten  years 
have  a  worse  consequence ;  that  they  utterly  destroy 
any  title  to  the  good  opinion  you  are  pleased  to  ex- 
press of  me,  as  an  amuser  of  the  world  and  myself. 
To  have  preserved  that  talent,  I  ought,  as  I  grew 
older,  to  have  removed  into  a  better  climate,  instead 
of  being  sunk  for  life  in  a  worse.     I  imagine  France 
would  be  properer*  for  me  now,  and  Italy  ten  years 
hence.     However,  I  am  not  so  bad  as  they  would 
make  me  :  for,  since  I  left  England,  such  a  parcel 
of  trash  has  been  there  fathered  upon  me,  that  no- 
thing but  the  good  judgment  of  my  friends  could 
hinder  them  from  thinking  me  the  greatest  dunce 
alive. 

There  is  a  gentleman  of  this  kingdom  just  gone 
for  England ;  it  is  Dr  George  Berkeley,  Dean  of 
Derry,  the  best  preferment  among  us,  being  worth 
eleven  hundred  pounds  a-year.     He  takes  the  Bath 
in  his  way  to  London ;  and  will,  of  course,  attend 
your  excellency,  and  be  presented,  I  sup|>ose,  by 
his  friend  my  Lord  Burlington.     And  because  I  be- 
lieve you  will  choo^  out  some  very  idle  minutes  to 
read  this  letter,  perhaps  you  may  not  be  ill-enter- 
tained with  some  account  of  the  man,    and  his 
errand.    He  was  a  fellow  of  the  university  here;  and 
going  to  England  very  young,  about  thirteen  years 
ago,  he  became  the  founder  of  a  sect  there  called 
the  immaterialistSy  by  the  force  of  a  very  <^nrious 
book  upon  that  subject    Dr  Smalridge,  and  mmiy 
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Other  eminent  persons,  were  his  proselytes.  I  sent 
him  secretary  and  chaplain  to  Sicily,  with  my  Lord 
Peterborow;  and  upon  his  lordship's  return,  Dr 
Berkeley  spent  above  seven  years  in  travelling  over 
most  parts  of  Europe,  but  chiefly  through  every  cor- 
ner of  Italy,  Sicily,  and  other  islands.  When  he 
came  back  to  England,  he  found  so  many  friends, 
that  he  was  effectually  recommended  to  the  Duke  of 
Grafton,  by  whom  he  was  lately  made  Dean  of 
Derry.  Your  excellency  will  be  frighted,  when  I 
tell  you  all  this  is  but  an  introduction ;  for  I  am 
now  to  mention  his  errand.  He  is  an  absolute  phi- 
losopher, with  regard  to  money,  titles,  and  power  j 
and  for  three  years  past  has  been  struck  with  a 
notion  of  founding  an  university  at  Bermudas,  by  a 
charter  from  the  crown.  He  has  seduced  several 
of  the  hopefiillest  young  clergymen,  and  others  here, 
many  of  them  well  provided  for,  and  all  of  them  in 
the  fairest  way  of  preferment :  but  in  England,  his 
conquests  are  greater,  and  I  doubt  will  spread  very- 
far  this  winter.  He  showed  me  a  little  tract,  which 
he  designs  to  publish ;  and  there  your  excellency 
will  see  his  whole  scheme  of  a  life  academico-phi- 
losophical  (I  shall  make  you  remember  what  you 
were)  of  a  college  founded  for  Indian  scholars  and 
tpissionaries  ;  where  he  most  exorbitantly  proposes 
a  whole  hundred  pounds  a-year  for  himself,  forty 
pounds  for  a  fellow,  and  ten  for  a  student.  His 
heart  will  break  if  his  deanery  be  not  taken  from 
him,  and  left  to  your  excellency's  disposal.*     I  dis- 


*  The  following  is  a  full  account  of  this  noble,  though  enthu- 
siastic  plan,  its  progress,  and  its  failure. 

^^  May  18,  1724. — Dr  Berkeley  resigned  his  fellowship,  bdng 
promoted,  by  his  patron,  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  to  the  deanery 
of  Derry,  worth  1 1001.  per  annum.    In  the  interval  between  this 
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couraged  him,  by  the  coldness  of  courts  and  ministers, 
who  will  interpret  all  this  as  impossible^  and  a  vi- 


remoTal  and  his  return  from  abroad,  his  mind  had  beea  employed 
In  conceiTing  that  beneTolent  project,  which  alone  entitles  him 
to  as  much  honour  as  all  hb  learned  lahonrs  hare  procured  him, 
the  ^  Scheme  for  couTertins  the  sarage  Americans  to  ChristtanUy, 
by  a  college  to  be  erected  in  the  Summer  Islands,  otherwise  called 
the  isles  of  Bermuda.'     He  published  a  proposal  for  this  purpose, 
at  London  in  1725,  and  offered  to  resign  his  own  opulent  prefer, 
ment,  and  to  dedicate  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  the  instructing 
the  youth  in  America,  on  the  moderate  subsistence  of  lOOL  year- 
ly.     Such  was  the  force  of  this  disinterested  example,  supported 
by  an  enthusiast  for  the  good  of  mankind,  that  the  three  junior 
fellows  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  the  Rererend  William  Thom- 
son,  Jonathan  Rogers,  and  James  King,  Masters  of  Arts,  con<r 
sented  to  take  their  fortunes  with  the  author  of  the  project,  and 
to  exchange,  for  a  settlement,  in  the  Atlantic  ocean,  at  40U  per 
annumy  all  their  prospects  at  home ;  and  that  too  at  a  time  when 
a  fellowship  at  Dublin  was  supposed  to  place  the  possessor  ib  a 
Tery  fair  point  of  Tiew  for  attracting  the  notice  of  his  superiors, 
both  in  the  church  and  the  state.  .....  His  majesty  was  pleased 

to  grant  a  charter  for  erecting  a  collie  by  the  name  of  St  Paul's 
College,  in  Bermuda,  to  consist  of  a  president  and  nine  fellows, 
who  were  each  obliged  to  maintain  and  educate  Indian  scholars, 
at  the  rate  of  101.  per  annum,  fo»each.  The  first  president,  Dr 
Greorge  Berkely,  and  first  three  fellows  named  in  the  charter  (being 
the  gentlemen  above-mentioned, )  were  licensed  to  hold  their  pre- 
ferments in  these  kingdoms,  till  the  expiration  of  one  year  and  a 
half  after  their  arrival  in  Bermuda.  The  commons,  May  11,1 726, 
voted,  ^  That  an  humble  address  be  presented  to  his  majesty,  that, 
out  of  the  lands  in  St  Christopher's,  yielded  by  France  to  Great 
Britain  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  his  majesty  would  be  graciously 
pleased  to  make  such  grant,  for  the  use  of  the  president  and  fellows 
of  the  college  of  St  Paul,  in  Bermuda,  as  his  majesty  shall  think 
proper.'  The  sum  of  10,0001.  was  accordingly  promised  by  the 
minister ;  and  several  private  subscriptions  were  immeiMately  rais. 
ed,  for  promoting  ^  so  pious  an  undertaking,'  as  it  is  styled  in  the 

king's  answer  to  this  address lie  actually  set  sail,  in  the 

execution  of  it,  for  Rhode  Island,  about  the  middle  of  September 
following.  He  carried  with  him  his  lady,  a  Miss  Handcock,  two 
gentlemen  of  fortune,  Messrs- James  and  Dttltofi,  a  pretty  large 
sum  of  money  of  his  own  property,  and  a  collection  of  books  for 
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sion:  but  nothing  will  do.  *    And  therefore  I  hum^ 
bly  entreat  your  excellency,  either   to  use  such 


the  use  of  his  intended  library.    He  directed  his  course  to  Rhode 
Island,  which  lay  nearest  to  Bermuda,  with  a  Tiew  of  purchasing 
lands  on  the  adjoining  continent,  as  estates  for  the  support  of  his 
college ;  haring  a  positire  promise  from  those  in  power,  that  the 
parliamentary  grant  should  be  paid  him  as  soon  as  ever  such  lands 
should  be  pitched  upon  and  agreed  for.  .....  But  the  minister 

had  nerer  heartily  embraced  the  project ;  and  parliamentary  in. 
fluence  had  by  this  time  interposed,  in  order  to  divert  the  grant 
into  another  channel.  The  sale  of  the  lands  in  St  Christopher's, 
it  was  found,  would  produce  00,0001.  Of  this  sum,  80,0001. 
were  destined  to  pay  the  marriage-portion  of  the  princess  royal, 
on  her  nuptials  with  the  Prince  of  Orange ;  the  remainder,  6ene« 


*  In  the  prospect  of  his  romantic  undertaking,  Berkeley  com- 
posed the  following  spirited  yerses : 

The  mnse  disgusted  at  an  age  and  cUme, 

Barren  of  every  ^orions  Aeme, 
la  distant  lands  now  waits  a  better  tfrne, 

Prodocing  sobjects  wortlqr  fiune: 

In  happy  climes,  where,  from  the  genial  son 

And  virgin  earth,  such  scenes  ensue, 
Hie  force  of  art,  by  nature  seems  outdone, 

And  landed  beauties  by  the  troe : 

In  happy  dimes,  the  seat  of  umocence. 

Where  nature  guides,  and  virtue  rules; 
Where  men  shall  not  impose  for  truth  and  sense, 

The  pedantry  of  courts  aud  schools. 

Ihere  shall  be  sung  another  golden  i^. 

The  rise  of  empne  and  of  arts, 
The  good  and  great  inmiring  epic  rage, 

The  wiMst  hfeads  and  noblest  hearts. 

Not  such  as  Europe  breeds  ui  her  decay ; 

Such  as  she  bred  when  iresh  and  young, 
When  heavenly  flame  did  anhnate  her  cky, 

By  iature  poets  shall  be  sai^. 

Westward  the  course  of  empire  takes  its  way : 

The  four  first  acts  afareaiQr  past, 
A  fifth  shall  dose  the  (frama  with  the  day : 
T^'S  noblest  offipring  is  the  hist 


Digitized  by 


Google 


472  BPI/STOLARY  CaiRBSfOlirpEKCt. 

persuftsions  as  will  keep  one  of  tbe  first  men  in  tins 
kingdoai  for  learning  and  virtue  quiet  at  home ;  m* 
assist  him  by  your  credit,  to  compass  his  romantic 
design  j  which,  however,  is  very  noble  and  generous. 


nd  Oglethorpe  bad  interest  enough  in  parliament,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  oyer,  and  settling  foreign  and  other  protestants 
in  his  new  colony  of  Georgia,  in  America.  The  project,  indeed, 
of  the  trustees  for  establishing  this  colony,  appears  to  have  been 
equally  humane  and  disinterested  :  but  it  Is  much  to  be  lamented 
that  H  should  interfere  with  another  of  more  e^tensiTe  and  lasting 
utility;  which,  if  it  had  taken  effect,  by  the  education  of  the 
youth  of  New.  England  and  other  colonies,  we  may  Ten  tune,  with 
great  appearance  of  reason  to  affirm,  would  have  planted  such 
principles  of  religion  and  lo3ralty  among  them,  as  might  have 
gone  a  good  way  towards  preventiBg  the  present  nnhappy  troubles 
in  that  part  of  the  world.  But  to  proceed :  After  baring  reoeited 
Tarious  excuses.  Bishop  Gibson,  at  that  time  Bishop  of  London, 
(in  whose  diocese  all  the  West  Indies  are  included,)  applying  to 
Sir  Robert  Walpole,  then  at  the  head  of  the  treasury,  was  fa. 
Toured,  at  length,  with  the  following  rery  honest  answer :  *  If 
yon  put  this  question  to  m^,'  says  Sir  Robert,  *  as  a  minister,  I 
must,  and  can  assure  you,  that  the  money  shall  most  undoubtedly 
be  paid  as  soon  as  suits  with  public  conTienience  :  but  if  you  ask 
me  as  a  friend,  whether  Dr  Berkeley  should  continue  in  America, 
expecting  the  payment  of  10,0001,  I  advise  him  by  all  means  to 
return  to  Europe,  and  to  give  up  his  present  expectations*'  The 
Dean  being  informed  of  this  conference,  by  his  good  friend  the 
bishop,  and  thereby  fully  convinced  that  the  bad  policy  of  one 
great  man  had  rendered  abortiye  a  scheme  whereon  he  had  ex* 
pended  much  of  his  private  fortune,  and  more  than  seven  years  of 
the  prime  of  his  life,  returned  to  Europe.  Before  he  left  Rhode 
Island,  he  distributed  what  books  he  had  brought  with  him  among 
the  clergy  of  that  province ;  and  immediately  after  his  arrival  in 
London,  he  returned  all  tiie  private  subscriptions  that  had  been 
advanced  for  the  support  of  this  undertaking*  In  February  1 7Siy 
he  preached  before  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel 
In  foreign  parts,  a  sermon,  since  printed  at  their  desire  ;  wherein, 
from  his  own  knowledge  of  the  state  of  religion  in  America,  he 
offers  many  useful  hints  towards  promoting  the  noble  purposes 
for  which  that  society  was  formed.".MBiographia  Britannica. 
Lond.  1780,  foL  IL  263,  254,  %^5. 
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and  directly  proper  for  a  great  person  of  your  excel- 
lent education  to  encourage. 

I  must  now,  in  all  humility,  entreat  one  favour  of 
you,  as  you  are  lord-lieutenant.    Mr  Proby,  sur- 
geon of  the  army  here,  laid  out  the  greatest  part  of 
his  fortune  to  buy  a  captainship  for  his  eldest  son. 
The  young  man  was  lately  accused  of  discovering 
an  inclination  to  popery^  while  he  was  quartered  in 
Galway.     The  report  of  the  court-martial  is  trans- 
mitted to  your  excellency.     The  universal  opinion 
here  is,  that  the  accusation  is  false  and  malicious : 
and  the  Archbishop  of  Tuam,  in  whose  diocese  Gal- 
way is,  upon  a  strict  inquiry,  has  declared  it  to  be 
so.     But  all  this  is  not  to  sway  with  your  excel- 
lency, any  more  than  that  the  father  is  the  most 
universally  beloved  of  any  I  ever  knew  in  his  station. 
But  I  entreat  that  you  will  please  to  hear  the  opinion 
of  others,  who  may  speak  in  his  favour,  and,  per- 
haps, will  tell  you,  "  That  as  party  is  not  in  the 
case,  so  you  cannot  do  any  personal  thing  more  ac- 
ceptable to  the  people  of  Ireland,  than  in  inclining 
toward  lenity  to  Mr  Proby  and  his  family;"    al- 
though I  have  reason  to  be  confident,  that  they 
neither  need  nor  desire  more  than  justice.     I  beg 
your  excellency  will  remember  my  request  to  be 
only  that  you  would  hear  others;  and  not  think 
me  so  very  weak  as  to  imagine  I  could  have  hopes 
of  giving  the  least  turn  to  your  mind.    Therefore 
I  hope  what  I  have  said  is  pardonable  in  every 
respect,  but  that  of  taking  up  your  time. 

My  lord,  we  are  here  preparing  for  your  recep* 
lion,  and  for  a  quiet  session  under  your  government; 
but  whether  you  approve  the  manner  1  can  only 
guess.  It  is  by  universal  declarations  against  Wood's 
coin.  One  thing  I  am  confident  of,  that  your  excel- 
lency will  find  and  leave  us  under  dispositions  very 


Digitized  by 


Google 


474  BFISTOLARY  CORRESPONDENCE. 

different,  toward  your  person  and  high  station,  from 
what  have  appeared  toward  others. 

I  have  no  other  excuse  for  the  length  of  this  letter, 
but  a  faithful  promise  that  I  will  never  be  guilty  (rf* 
the  same  fault  a  second  time. 

I  am,  &c. 


FROM  LORD  BOLINGBROKE.* 

September  12,  17M. 

It  is  neither  sickness  nor  joumies,  nor  ill-humours, 
nor  age,  nor  vexation,  nor  stupidity,  which  has 
hindered  me  from  answering  sooner  your  letter  of 
the  month  of  June ;  but  a  very  prudent  considera- 
tion, and  one  of  the  greatest  stradns  of  policy  I 
ever  exercised  in  my  life.  Should  I  answer  you  in 
a  month,  you  might  think  yourself  obliged  to  answer 
me  in  six ;  and,  scared  at  the  sore  fatigue  of  writing 
twice  a-year  to  an  absent  friend,  you  might  (for 
aught  either  you  or  I  can  tell)  stop  short,  and  not 
write  at  all.  Now  this  would  disappoint  all  my  pro- 
jects; for,  to  confess  the  truth,  I  have  been  drawing 
you  in  these  several  years,  and,  by  my  past  success, 
I  begin  to  hope,  that  in  about  ten  more,  I  may  esta- 
blish a  right  of  hearing  from  you  once  a  quarter. 
The  gout  neither  clears  my  head,  nor  warms  my 
imagination:  and  I  am  ashamed  to  own  to  you> 
how  near  the  truth  I  kept  in  the  description  of 
what  passed  by  my  bedside  in  the  reading  of  your 
letter.    The  scene  was  really  such  as  I  painted  it ; 


♦  Endorsed  <^  Answered,  December."— N. 
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atid  the  company  was  much  better  than  you  seem 
to  think  it.     When  I,  who  pass  a  great  part,  very 
much  the  greatest,  of  my  life  alone,  sally  forth  into 
the  world,  I  am  very  far  from  expecting  to  improve 
myself  by  the  conversation  I  find  there ;  and  still 
farther  from  caring  one  jot  of  what  passes  there.  In 
short,  I  am  no  longer  the  bubble  you  knew  me ;  and 
therefore,  when  I  mingle  in  society,  it  is  purely  for 
my  amusement.     If  mankind  divert  me  (and  I  defy 
them  to  give  me  your  distemper,  the  spleen)  it  is 
all  I  expect  or  ask  of  them.     By  this  sincere  con- 
fession you  may  perceive,  that  your  great  masters  of 
reason  are  not  for  my  turn ;  their  thorough-bass  be- 
nimibs  my  faculties.     I  seek  the  fiddle  or  the  flute, 
something  to  raise,  or  something  to  calm  my  spirits 
agreeably;  gay  flights,  or  soothing  images.     I  do 
not  dislike  a  fellow,  whose  imagination  runs  away 
with  him,  aikl  who  has  wit  enough  to  be  half-mad ; 
nor  him,  who  atones  for  a  scanty  imagination  by  an 
ample  fund  of  oddnesses  and  singularity.     If  good 
sense  and  real  knowkfdge  prevail  a  little  too  much 
iu'  any  character,  I  desire  there  may  be  at  least  some 
latent  ridicule,  which  may  be  called  forth  upon 
occasion,  and  render  the  person  a  tolerable  com- 
panion.    By  this  sketch  you  may  judge  of  my 
acquaintance.     The  dead  friends  with  whom  I  pass 
my  time  you  know.    The  living  ones  are  of  the 
same  sort,  and  therefore  few. 

'  I  pass  over  that  paragraph  of  your  letter  which 
is  a  kind  of  an  elegy  on  a  departed  minister;*  and 
I  promise  you  sdemnly  neither  to  mention  him, 
«or  think  of  him  more,  till  I  come  to  do  him  justice 
in  a  history  of  the  first  twenty  years  of  this  century. 


*  The  Earl  of  Oxford,  wlio  dfed  in  Jane  1724— N. 
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which  I  believe  I  shall  write  if  I  live  three  or  four 
years  longer.  But  I  must  take  a  little  more  notice 
of  the  paragraph  which  follows.  The  verses  I  sent 
you  are  very  bad,  because  they  are  not  very  good : 
mediocribus  esse  poetiSy  nan  du  nan  homines^  Xc.  I 
did  not  send  them  to  be  admired ;  and  you  would 
do  them  too  much  honour  if  you  criticized  them. 
Pope  took  the  best  party,  for  he  said  not  one  word 
to  me  about  them.  All  I  desire  of  you  is  to  con- 
sider them  as  a  proof,  that  you  have  never  been  out 
of  my  thoughts,  though  you  have  been  so  long  out 
of  mv  sight;  and,  if  I  remember  you  upon  paper 
for  tne  future,  it  shall  be  in  prose. 

I  must  on  this  occasion  set  you  right,  as  to  an 
opinion,  which  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  have  you 
entertain  concerning  me.  The  term  esprit  forty  in 
English,  freethinker,  is,  according  to  my  observation, 
usually  applied  to  them,  whom  I  look  upon  to  be 
the  pests  of  society;  because  their  endeavours  are 
directed  to  loosen  the  bands  of  it ;  and  to  take  at 
least  one  curb  out  of  the  mouth  of  that  wild  beast 
man,  when  it  would  be  well  if  he  was  checked  by 
half  a  score  others.  Nay,  they  go  further.  Revealed 
Religion  is  a  lofty  and  pompous  structure,  erected 
close  to  the  humble  and  plain  building  of  Natural 
Religion.  Some  have  objected  to  you,  who  are  the 
architects  et  les  concierges  (we  want  that  word  in 
English)  of  the  former,  to  you  who  built,  or  at  least 
repair  the  house,  and  who  show  the  rooms,  that  to 
strengthen  some  parts  of  your  own  building,  you 
shake  and  even  sap  the  foundations  of  the  other. 
And  between  you  and  me,  Mr  Dean,  this  charge 
may  be  justified  in  several  instances.  But  still  your 
intention  is  not  to  demolish.  Whereas  the  esprit 
forty  or  the  freethinker,  is  so  set  upon  pulling  down 
your  house  about  your  ears»  Uiat  if  be  was  let  alon^ 
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he  would  destroy  the  other  for  being  so  near  it,  and 
mingle  both  in  one  common  ruin.     I  therefore  not 
only  disown,  but  detest  this  character.     If  indeed 
by  esprit  forty  or  freethinker,  you  only  mean  a  man 
who  makes  a  free  use  of  his  reason,  who  searches 
afker  truth  without  passion  or  prejudice,  and  adheres 
inviolably  to  it,  you  mean  a  wise  and  honest  man^ 
and  such  a  one  as  I  labour  to  be.     The  faculty  o^ 
distinguishing  between  right  and  wrong,  true  and 
false,  which  we  call  reason  or  common  sense,  which 
is  given  to  every  man  by  our  bountiful  Creator,  and 
which  most  men  lose  by  neglect,  is  the  light  of  the 
mind,  and  ought  to  guide  all  operations  of  it.     To 
abandon  this  rule,  and  to  guide  our  thoughts  by  any 
other,  is  full  as  absurd  as  it  would  be,  if  you  should 
put  out  your  eyes,  and  borrow  even  the  best  staff, 
that  ever  was  in  the  family  of  the  Staffs,*  when 
you  set  out  upon  one  of  your  dirty  journies.     Such 
freethinkers  as  these  I  am  sure  you  cannot  even  in 
your  apostolical  capacity,  disapprove :  for  since  tlie 
truth  of  the  divine  revelation  of  Christianity  is  as 
evident  as  matters  of  fact,  on  the  belief  of  which  so 
much  depends,  ought  to  be,  and  agreeable  to  all 
our  ideas  of  justice,  these  freethinkers  must  needs 
be  Christians  on  the  best  foundation ;  on  that  which 
St  Paul  himself  established  (I  think  it  was  St  Paul) 
omnia  probate,  quod  bonum  est  tenete. 

But  you  have  a  further  security  from  these  free- 
thinkers, I  do  not  say  a  better,  and  it  is  this :  the 
persons  I  am  describing  think  for  themselves,  and 
to  themselves.  Should  they  unhappily  not  be  con- 
vinced by  your  arguments,  yet  they  will  certainly 
think  it  their  duty  not  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the 


*  An  aUusion  to  Bickw8taff.^--N. 
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world  by  opposing  you,  *  The  peace  and  happi* 
ness  of  mankind  is  the  great  aim  of  these  free- 
thinkers; and  therefore,  as  those  among  them  who 
remain  incredulous^  will  not  oppose  you,  so  those 
whom  reason  enlightened  by  grace  has  made  be- 
lievers, may  be  sorry,  and  may  express  their  sorrow, 
as  I  have  done,  to  see  religion  perverted  to  pur- 
poses so  contrary  to  her  true  intention,  and  first 
design.  Can  a  good  Christian  behold  the  ministers 
of  the  meek  and  humble  Jesus,  exercising  an  inso- 
lent and  cruel  usurpation  over  their  brethren  ?  or 
the  messengers  of  peace  and  good  news  setting  all 
mankind  together  by  the  ears?    or  that  region. 


*  Notwithstanding  the  declarations  made  by  my  Lord  Bolkig. 
broke  in  this  letter,  he  left  his  writings  agptinst  reU§^n  to  Mr 
Mallet,  with  a  Tiew  to  their  being  published,  as  appears  by 
his  will ;  and  with  a  positiYo  and  direct  injunction  to  publish 
them,  as  appears  by  a  letter  from  Mr  Mallet  to  Lcnrd  Hyde, 
Viscount  Cornbnry,  now  in  the  British  Moseun*  We  hate 
therefore  his  lordship's  own  authority  to  say,  that  he  was  one 
of  the  pests  of  society,  even  if  the  opinions  which  he  has  ad. 
tanced  against  religion  are  true :  for  his  endeavour  is  certainly 
direeted  to  loosen  the  bands  of  it,  and  to  take  at  least  one  curb 
ottt  of  the  mouth  of  that  wild  beast,  man.  Expressly  to  direct 
the  publication  of  writings,  which,*  he  believed,  would  subvert 
the  morals  and  the  happiness  of  society,  at  a  time  when  he  could 
derive  no  private  advantage  from  the  mischief,  was  perhaps  an 
act  of  wickedness  more  purely  diabolical  than  any  hitherto  upon 
•  record  in  the  history  of  any  age  or  nation*  Mallet  had  a  pe. 
cuniary  temptation  to  assassinate  the  morals  and  happiness  of 
his  country  at  Bolingbrokc's  instigation :  his  crime  therefore  is 
not  equally  a  proof  of  natural  depravity,  though  it  is  impossible 
to  suppose  he  had  less  conviction  of  the  mischief  he  was  doing ; 
and  it  is  also  impossible  to  suppose,  that  he  could  seriou^ 
think  any  obligation  to  print  Bolii^broke's  infidelity,  in  coq* 
sequence  of  his  injunction,  equivalent  to  the  obligation  he  was 
under  to  suppress  it,  arising  from  the  duty,  which,  as  a  man,  he 
owed  to  human  nature. 
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which  breathes  charity  and  universal  benevolence^ 
spilling  more  blood,  upon  reflection  aond  by  system, 
than  the  most  barbarous  heathen  ever  did  in  the 
heat  of  action  and  fiiry  of  coiiquest  ?  Can  he  behold 
all  this  without  a  holy  indignation^  and  not  be  cri- 
minal ?  Nay,  when  he  turns  his  eyes  from  those 
tragical  scenes,  atkl  considers  the  ordinary  tenor 
of  things,  do  you  not  think  he  will  be  shocked  to 
observe  metaphysics  substituted  to  the  theory,  and 
ceremony  to  the  practice  of  morality  ? 

I  make  no  doubt  but  you  are  by  this  time  abun- 
dantly convinced  of  my  orthodoxy,  and  that  you 
will  name  me  no  more  in  the  same  breath  with 
Spinosa,  whose  system  of  one  infinite  substance  I 
despise  and  abhor,  as  I  have  a  right  to  do,  because 
I  am  able  to  show  why  I  despise  and  abhor  it. 

You  desire  me  to  return  home,  and  you  promise 
me  in  that  case  to  come  to  London,  loaden  with 
your  travels.  I  am' sorry  to  tell  you,  that  London 
is  in  my  apprehension  as  little  likely  as  Dublin  to 
be  our  place  of  rendezvous.  The  reasons  for  this 
apprehension  I  pass  over;  but  I  cannot  agree  to 
what  you  advance  with  the  air  of  a  maxim,  that 
exile  is  the  greatest  punishment  to  men  of  virtue, 
because  virtue  consists  in  loving  our  country.  Ex- 
amine the  nature  of  this  love,  from  whence  it  arises, 
how  it  is  nourished,  what  the  bounds  and  measures 
of  it  are ;  and  after  that  you  will  discover,  how  far 
it  is  virtue,  and  where  it  becomes  simplicity,  pre- 
judice, folly,  and  even  enthusiasm.  A  virtuous  man 
in  exile  may  properly  enough  be  styled  unfortunate; 
but  he  cannot  be  csdled  unhappy.  You  remember 
the  reason  which  Brutus  gave,  **  Because  wherever 
he  goes  he  carries  his  virtue  with  him."  There  is 
a  certain  bulky  volume,  which  grows  daily,  and  the 
title  of  which  must,  I  think,  be  Nodes  Gallka^ 
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There  yoa  may  perhaps  one  day  or  other  see  a  dis- 
sertation npon  this  sabject;  and  to  return  yoa 
threatening  for  threatening,  you  shall  be  forced  to 
read  it  out,  though  you  yawn  from  the  first  to  the 
last  page. 

The  word  Ireland  was  struck  out  of  the  paper  you 
mention ;  that  it  is  to  satisfy  your  curiosity :  and  to 
kindle  it  anew,  I  will  tell  you,  that  this  anecdote, 
which  I  know  not  how  you  came  by,  is  neither  the 
only  one,  nor  the  most  considerable  one  of  the  same 
kind.  The  person  you  are  so  inquisitive  about,* 
returns  into  England  at  the  end  of  October.  She 
has  so  great  a  mind  to  see  you,  that  I  am  not  sure 
she  will  not  undertake  a  journey  to  Dublin.  It  is 
not  so  far  from  Lcmdon  to  Dublin  as  from  Spain  to 
Padua;  and  you  are  as  well  worth  seeing  as  Livy. 
But  I  would  much  rather  you  would  leave  the 
humid  climate,  and  the  dull  company,  in  which, 
according  to  your  account,  a  man  tiiigfat  grow  eld 
between  twenty  and  thirty.  Set  your  foot  on  the 
continent ;  I  dare  promise  that  you  wiH,  in  a  fort- 
night,  have  gone  back  the  ten  years  you  lament  so 
much,  and  be  returned  to  that  age,  at  which  I  left 
you.     With  what  pleasure  shcmld  I  hear  you 

Inter  vinafugam  Steiia  mwrere  proiervm  f 

Adieu. 


*  His  lordship's  second  wife,  a  French  ladjr«— H. 
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FROM  THE  EARL  OF  OXFORD. 

Wimpole,  Nqt.  2,  1724. 

Good  Mr  Dean^ 

Ther^  has  nothing  of  late  given  me  so  much 
real  trouble  and  uneasiness^  as  my  having  so  long 
deferred  writing  to  you,  to  make  my  acknowledg- 
ments for  your  most  kind  letter,  and  to  assure  you 
that  I  took  every  part  of  your  obliging  letter  in  the 
manner  you  would  wish  ipe  to  do  :  I  must  say,  that 
amid  my  grief  and  concern,  it  gave  me  a  secret 
pleasure  to  find  that  I  was  thought  of  by  you  ;  and 
what  was  a  greater  addition,  that  you  still  retained 
the  same  thoughts  and  sentiments  of  my  dear  fa- 
ther, and  that  you  had  not  laid  aside  the  design  you 
once  entertained  of  transmitting  his  name  and  story 
to  posterity.  I  did  delay  writing  some  time,  be- 
cause I  was  in  great  hopes  I  should  have  been  able 
to  have  given  you  a  much  more  satisfactory  account 
than  I  am  now  able  to  give,  notwithstanding  the 
search  I  have  made  in  answer  to  your  question,  **  If 
he  had  left  any  memoirs  behind  him;'*  I  suppose 
you  mean  in  relation  to  himself.  I  have  not  been 
able  to  find  any  among  hi3  papers  in  town.  This, 
with  some  other  affairs,  drew  the  time  into  the 
length  it  is ;  but  I  assure  you,  if  I  have  the  satis- 
faction to  hear  from  you  again  (as  I  hope  I  shall) 
I  will  be  more  punctual  in  my  returns;  for  I  will 
allow  nobody  to  value  and  esteem  you  more  than 
Ido. 

Ther^  is  certainly  a  very  great  number  of  mate- 
rials for  a  history,  a  vast  collection  of  letters  and 
other  papers ;  a  great  deal  may  be  supplied  else- 
where ;  but  give  me  leave  to  say,  that  if  you  do  not 
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come  into  England,  nothing  can  be  done ;  it  will 
not  be  possible  to  do  any  thing  to  purpose.  Without 
this  view,  there  would  be  nobody  more  welcome  to 
me  than  yourself ;  you  should  live  in  your  own  way, 
and  do  just  what  was  most  agreeable  to  you :  I  have 
houses  enough,  you  shall  take  your  choice :  I  must 
with  earnestness  repeat  it  to  you  again.  That  I  beg 
you  will  think  of  this  matter  seriously. 

As  to  what  you  mention  of  the  picture,  I  have 
often  heard  my  father  say.  That  he  did  design  to* sit 
for  you,  but  did  not:  I  shall  certainly  take  care 
that  you  shall  have  a  picture,  and  a  good  one :  pray 
let  me  know  what  size  you  would  have  it  (rf:  if  you 
design  it  should  fit  any  particular  place,  you  must 
send  me  the  exact  measure  of  the  place* 

Your  sister,*  as  you  used  to  call  her,  is  much 
your  servant ;  she  has  been  at  the  Bath  for  some 
time;  she  is  better  then  when  she  went.  I  suppose 
you  hear  sometimes  from  cfux  friend  Mr  Pope  i  he 
has  taken  another  voyage  into  Homerland,t  as  Gay 
calls  it ;  I  wish  he  may  make  an  advantageous 
voyage  of  it.        . 

I  doubt  you  will  say,  That  since  I  was  so  long 
before  I  began  to  write,  that  now  I  have  begun  I  do 
not  know  when  to  end ;  I  will  therefore  tell  you 
what  1  am  with  great  truth.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Oxford. 

I  desire  your  acceptance  of  a  ring,  a  small  re-^ 
membrance  pf  my  father.  How  shall  I  send  it 
you. 


I    I.    ■  ^  ■■ ^  Ml  n    !»  ] 


♦  Lady  Oxford.-*D.  S. 
t  Tninglation  of  the  Odyssey.— D.  S. 
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FROM  A  QUAKER. 

WHEN    THREE    HUNDRED   POUNDS  WERE   OFFERED 
FOR  TAILING  UP  THE  DRAPIER,  IN  17S4. 

^^  And  the  people  said  qnto  Saul^  ^  Shall  Jona* 
^than  die,  who  hath  wrought  this  great  salvation 

*  in  Israel  ?  God  forbid :  As  the  Lord  liveth,  there 
^  shall  not  one  hair  of  his  head  fall  to  the  ground  5 

*  for  he  wrought  with  God  this  day/    So  the  people 
^  rescued  Jonathan  that  he  died  not/'  * 


*  1  Sam.  cliap.  xir.  ver.  45. 


END  OP  VOLUME  SIXTEENTH. 


ElHNBDRGH  : 

Printed  by  Geo.  Ramsay  Sc  Co* 

181U. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


•1 

3 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


